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A N 

ESSAY 

O N 
MODERN EDUCATION*. 



FROM frequently rcflcfting upon the courfc 
and method of educating youth in this 
and a neighbouring kingdom, w.ith the 
general fuccefs and confequence thereof, ! am 
come to this determination, that education is always 
the worfe in proportion to the wealth and grandeur 
of the parents : nor do I doubt in the leafV, that if 
the whole world were now under the dominion of 
one monarch, (provided I might be allowed lo chuft 
where he fliould i\x the ieat of his empire) the on- 
ly fon and heir of that monarch would be the worft 
educated mortal that ever was born lince the 
creation ; and I doubt the fame proportion will hold 
through all degrees and titles, from an Emperor 
downwards to the common gentry. 

* This Eflay was printed in tbt Intelligencer, No 9. . , - 

Vol. IX, -A \ 4o 



2 AN ES3AY ON 

I do not fay, that this hath been always the cafe: 
for in better times it was diredlly otherwife ; and a 
icholar may fill his Greek and Roman (helves with 
authors of the nobleO- birth as well as highcft vir- 
tue. Nor do I tax all nations at prefent with this 
dcfeft ; for I know there are fome to be excepted, 
and particularly Scotland, under all the difadvan-. 
tages of its climate and foil, if that happinefs be not 
raiher owing even to thofc very difadvantages. What 
is then to be done, if this refle6lion muft fix on 
two countries, which will be moft ready to take of- 
fence, and which, of all others, it will be leaft pru- 
dent or fafe to offend ? 

£ut there is one circumftance yet more danger- 
ous and lamentable : for if, according to the poftw 
latum already laid down, the higher quality any 
youth is of, he is in greater liklihood to be woric 
educated, it behoves me to dread, and keep far 
from the verge of fcandalum magnatum. 

Retrafting therefore that hazardous poflulatitm^ i 
•iliall venture no farther at prefent than to fay, that 
perhaps fome additional care in educating the fons 
of nobility and principal gentry, might not be iU 
employed. If this be not delivered with foftnefs e- 
nough, I mufl for the future be filent. 

In the mean time, let me afk only two queftions 
which relate to England. I afk firfl. How it comes 
about, that, for above fixty years paft, the chief 
conduft of affairs hath been generally placed in the 
hands of new men, with very few exceptions ? The 
noblefl blood of England having been Ihed in the 
grand rebellion, many great families became extindt, 
or were fupported only byminors. When the King 
was reflored, very few of thofe Lords remained, 
who began, or at leafl had improved, their educa- 
tion under the reigns of King James, or King 
Charles I. ; of which Lords the two principal were 
the Marquis of Ormond, and the Earl of Southamp- 
ton, The minors had, during the rebellion and u- 

fiirpatioQ 
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fiirpatjon, cither received too much tin£hire of bad 
principles from thofe fanatic times, or coming to 
age at the reftoration, fell into the vices of that 
difiblute reign. 

1 date from this sera the corrupt method of edu- 
cation among us, and the confequence thereof, the 
neccifitjr the crown lay under of introducing new 
men into the diief condudk of public affairs, or to 
the office of what we now call prime minifters ; men 
of art, knowledge, application, and indnuation ; 
merely for want o£ a fupply among the nobility. 
They were generally (though not always) of good 
birth, fometimes younger brothers, at other times 
fuch, who, although inheriting good eftates, yet 
happened to be well educated, and provided with 
leaining. Such' under that King were, Hyde, 
Bridgeman, Cliffbrd,^ Ofborn, Godolphin, Afhley'' 
Cooper, Few or none under the Ihort reign of 
Jting James II. Under King William, Sommcrs, 
Montague. Churchill, Vernon, Boyle, and many 
others. Under the Queen, Harley, St, John, Har- 
court, Trevor ; who indeed were perfons of the 
beft private families, but unadorned with titles. So 
in the following reign, Mr. Robert Walpole was for 
many years prime minifter, in which poft he ftill 
happily continues : his brother Horace is ambaiTa- 
dor-extraordinary to France. Mr. Addifon and 
Mr. Craggs, without the leaft alliance to fupport 
(hem, have been fecrctaries of ftate. 
' If the fafts have been thus for above flxty years 
paft, (whereof I could with little farther recollec- 
tion produce many more inftances), I would afk a- 
gain. How it hath happened, that in a nation plen- 
tifully abounding with nobility, fo great fhare in 
the moft competent parts of public management, 
hath been for fo long a period chiefly intruftcd to 
commoners, unlefs fome omiflions or defeats, of 
the highcft import, may be charged upon thofe to 
vhom the care of educating our nioble y-outh, had 
A 2 \>^tti. 



4 AN ESSAY ON 

fceen committed? For if there be any dif- 
ference between human creatures in the point 
of natural parts, as we ufually call them, it 
it fhould feem, that the advantage lies on the fide 
of children born from noble and wealthy parents ; 
the fame traditional floth and luxury, which render 
their body weak and effeminate, perhaps refining 
and giving a freer motion to the fpirits, beyond 
what can be expefted from the grofs, robuft iffue of 
meaner mortals. Add to this the peculiar advan- 
tages which all young noblemen poffefs, by the 
privileges of their birth ; fuch as a free acccfs to 
courts, and a univerfal deference paid to their per- 
fons. 

But as my Lord Bacon chargeth it for a fault on 
princes, that they are impatient to compafs ends, 
without giving themfelves the trouble of confulting 
or executing the means ; fo perhaps it may be the 
difpofition of young nobles, either from the indul- 
gence of parents, tutors, and governors, or their 
ov'Ti inaftivity, that they expedl the accomplilhments 
of a good education, without the leaft expence of 
timt: or ftudy to acquire them. 

What I faid laft, I am ready to retra<fl; for the 
cafe is infinitely worfe ; and the very maxims fet up 
to diredl modern education, are enough to deftroy 
all the feeds of knowledge, honour, wifdom, and 
virtue, among us. The current opinion prevails, 
that that the fludy of Greek and Latin is lofs of 
time ) that public fchools, by mingling the fons of 
noblemen with thofe of the vulgar, engage the for- 
mer in bad company ; that whipping breaks the fpi- 
rits of lads well born ; that univerfities make young 
men pedants ; that to dance, fence, fpeak French, 
aad know how to behave yourfelf among great per- 
fons of both fexes, comprehends the whole duty of 
a gentleman, 

I cannot but think this wife fyftem of education 
hath been much cultivated among us by thofe wor- 
thies 
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Aies of the army, who, during the laft war, re- 
turning from Flanders at the clofe of each cam- 
paign, became the dictators of behaviour, drcfs, 
and politeneft, to all thofe youngfters who frequent 
chocolate- coffee-gaming-houfes, drawing-rooms, o- 
peras, levees, and aflemblies ; where a colonel, by 
his pay, perquifites, and plunder, was qualified to 
ootfhine many peers in the realm ; and by the in- 
fluence of an exotic habit and demeanor, added to 
odier foreign accompllflimcnts, gave the law to the 
whole town, and was copied as the ftandard-pattern 
of whatever was refined in drefs, equipage, con- 
\ceriation, or diverfions. 

I remember in thofe times an admired original of 
that vocation fitting in a coffeehoufe near two gen- 
tlemen, whereof one was of the clergy, who were 
engaged in fome dlfcourfe that favoured of learning* 
This officer thought fit to intei pofe, and profefling. 
to deliver the fcntiments of his fraternity, as well, 
as his own, (and probably he did fo of too many a? 
mong them), turnedto 4he clergyman, and fpoke 

in t!ie following mani*er : *' *D n me, Doc- 

*' tor, fay what you will, the army is the only 
** fchool for gentleincn. Do you think my Lord 
" Marlborough beat the F) cnch wiih Gre.k and 

" Latin? D n me, a fchoLu\ when he comes 

*' into good company, v^ hat is he but an afs ? D — n 
** me, 1 would be glu!, -by G— d, to fee any of 
" your fcholars, with his nouns, and his verbs, 
" and his philofophy, and trigonoiijetiy, what a 
** figure he would make at a fitgt or blocade, or 

** rencountering D n iTie,"6'/^. Af- 

ttfr which he proceeded with a volley of military 
terms, lefs fignificant, founding worfe, and harder 
to be underftood, than any that were ever coined 
by the commentators upon Arifiotie. I would not 
here be thought to charge the foldiery with ignb- 

• Sec ihc jocm called " The Grand Qucftion Debated,'' in vol. 3. 

A 3 ranee 
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kibt; bot, 
i^ki a great 

i ii—: lesri. -rrjr 3tt .ixs hxri ct Oxford^ in Ac 
raic ir ii :=dizirtrr. a»rr=r pdfci br While's cho- 
iiruiiii ijme. :ii r juiiiii Tc. r:s=o giit) " a of mfcaunons 
ijr^ci-. cni 3i:ci*r rrTTt?^. ' w Trwrn t beth^wing a 
inr-i jpm ± ic fancna iizit5e=y. as die bine of 
iilf fisi ^-T.T-"^''-* zcciilrT. I b^ire &eviie been told 
t:.rdii=r 7-j:£o: rj r -e. ' ^r ac ^-^ great mioifter, 
wiLcL^ btrcmi^ x xrris x h 1 nof ocs 5dei of one prin- 
CTiil ir:cr:^.r"r^c '^ :=jC\Zisrz. ofrciDori, rake as fol- 
Inr^^ri- Le 5j*:k* tbs rarsjcs French dancing- 
z:.i~r. En imi h"-^.'nirci::u> .kiked a friend, \rhc- 
tf:»fr it ^^~ rrjr, lLl: >Ir. Hir^ was an Earl and 
Ij^irl rr*~:r:fr f i=c nr..firg it conlfnr.ed, faid» 
*^ V^'cZ. I vcccer whjt the dnil the Queen could 
•' lie ra >zrr : rcr I arreryied hrm two years, and 
** ke WIS die ^reareic dTince that erer I taught." 

Az.o±.fr hizvini:;^ to'gocd cdccation, and I 
th:-it dii pxiteii cf azT. b that pernicious cuftom 
in rich and nooLf families, of entertaining French 
tutors in ihtir hocles. The!e wretched pedagogues 
are enjoined br the father to take fpecial care, that 
the boT ihall be perfeck in his French ; by the mo- 
ther, that Matter mull not walk till he is hot, nor 
be fujJercd to play with other boys, nor be wet in 
his £:et, nor daub his cloaths, and to lee the dan- 
cing-ina:ter attends conftantlr, and does his duty : 
fhe farther infifh, that the child be not kept too 
long poring on his book, becaufc he is fubjeft to 
fore eyes, and of a weakly coniHtution. 

By thcfe methods the young gentlemen is in eve- 
ry article as fully accomplifhed at eight years old, 
as at eight and twenty, age adding only to the 
f!;rowth of his perfon and his vice ; fo that, if you 
lliould look at him in hb boyhood through the mag- 
nifying end of a pcrfpefitive, and in his manhood 

through 
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through the other, it would be impoflibk to fpf a- 
ny difference ; the fame airs, the fame ftrut, the 
fame cock of his hat, and the poflure of his fword, 
(as far as the change of fafliions will allow) ^ the fame 
tinderftanding, the fame compafs of knowledge, 
with the very fame abfurdity, impudence, and im- 
pertinence of tongue. 

He is taught from the nurfery, that he muft in- 
herit a great eftate, and haih no need to mind his 
book ; which is a leflbn he never forgets t6 the end 
of his life His chief folace is to fteal down, and 
play at fpan-farthing with the page, or young black- 
a-moor, or little favourite foot-boy ; one of which is 
his principal confident and bofom friend. 

There is one youn^ i.ord * in this town, who> 
by an unexampled piece of good fortune, was mi- 
raculoufly fnatched out of the gulph of ignorance, 
confined to a public fchool for a due term of years, 
well whipped when he defer ved it, clad no better 
than his comerades, and always their play- fellow on 
the fame foot ; had no precedence in tlie fchool^ 
but what was given him by his merit, and loft it 
whenever he was negligent. It is well known how 
many mutinies were bred at this unprecedented 
treatment, what complaints among his relations, 
and other great ones of both fexes ; that his ftock- 
ings with filver clocks were raviihed from him ; that 
he wore his own hair ; that his drefs was undiftin- 
guifhed ; that he was not fit to appear at a ball or 
aflembly, nor fufFered to go to cither : and it was 
with the utmoft dijfficulty that he became qualified 
for his prefent removal, where he may probably be 
farther perfecuted, and poflibly with fuccefs, if the 
firmnefs of a very worthy governor, and his own 
good difpofitiotts, will not preferve him, I confcft 
I cannot but wifh he may go o^ m the way he be- 
gan ; becatife I have a curiofity to know, by fo 

* The author is fuppofei to mean the Lord Vifcount MontcafTel 
of Ireland. 
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fingular an experiment, whether truth, honour j 
juftice, temperance, courage, and good fenfe, ac- 
quired by a fchool and college education, may not 
produce a very tolerable lad, although he fhould 
happen to fail in one or two of thefe accomplifh- 
ments, which in the general vogue are held fo imi- 
portant to the finifhing of a gentleman. 
. . J[t is true, I have known an academical education 
to have been exploded in public affemblies.; and 
have heard more than one or two perfons of high 
rank declare, they could learn nothing more at Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, than to drink ale and fmoke 
tobacco ; wherein I .firmly believed them ; and 
could have added fome hundred examples from my 
own obfervation in one of thofe univerfities ; but 
they all were of young heirs, lent thither only for 
form ; either from fchools, where they were not 
fuffered by thdr careful parents to ftay above three 
months in the year ; or from under the manage- 
ment of French family-tutors, who yet often at- 
tended them to their college, to prevent all poffibi- 
lity of their improvement. But I never yet knew 
any one perfon of quality, who followed his ftudies 
at the univerlity, and carried away his juft propor- 
tion of learning, that was not ready upon all occa- 
fions to celebrate and defend that courfe of educa- 
tion, and to prove a patron of learned men. 

There is one circumftance in a learned education, 
which ought to have much weight, even with thofe 
who have no learning at all. The books read at 
fchool and colleges, are full of incitements to virtue, 
acd difcouragements from vice, drawn from the 
wlfeft reafons, the ftrongeft motives, and the moft 
influencing examples. Thus young minds are filled 
early with an inclination to good, and an abhor- 
rence of evil; both which increafe in them, accor- 
ding to the advances they make in literature : and 
although they may be, and too often are drawn, by 
the temptations of youth, and the opportunities of 
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a large fortune, into fome irregularities, when they 
come forward into the great world ; yet it is ever 
with relu<5lance and compunAion of mind, becaufe 
their bias to virtue ftill conrinues. They may ftray 
fometimes out of infirmity or compliance ; but they 
will foon return to the right road, and keep it al- 
ways in view. I fpeuk only of thofe excefles which 
are too much the attendants of youth and warmer 
blood ; for as to the points of honour, truth, ju- 
stice, and other noble gifts of the mind, wherein 
the temperature of the body hath no concern, they 
are feldom or ever known to be wild. 

I have engaged myfelf very unwarily in too co- 
pious a fubjedt for fo lliort a paper. The prefcnt 
fcope I would aim at, is, to prove that fome pro- 
portion of human knowledge appears requifite to 
thofe who, by their birth or fortune, arc called to 
the making of 4aws, and in a fubordinate way to the 
executing of them ; and that fuch knowledge is 
not to be obtained without a miracle, under the 
frtquent, corrupt, and fottifh methods of educa- 
ting thofe who are born to wealth or titles For I 
■would have it remembered, that I do by no means 
confine thofe remarks to young perfons of noble 
birth ; the fame errors ruiining through ail families 
where there is wealth enough to afibrd, that their 
fons (at leaft the ekleft) may be good for nothing. 
Why fhould my fon be afcholar, when it is not in- 
tended that he Ihould live by his learning ? By this 
rule, if what is commonly laid be true, that money 
ar.fwers all things, why ihould my fon be honeft, 
temperate, juft, or charitable, fince he hath no in- 
tention to depend upon any of thcfe qualities for a 
maintenance ? 

When all is done, perhaps, upon the whole, the 
matter is not fo bad, as I would make it ; and God, 
who worketh good out of evil, adling only by the 
ordinary coui-fe and rule of nature, pcvm\t?> v.\\v^ 
continual circulation of human things £ov Vv\s o>n^ 
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vnfearchable ends. The father grows rich by ava- 
irarice, injuftice, oppreffion ; he is a tyrant in the 
neighbovirhood over flaves and beggars, whom h& 
calls his tenants. Why fliould he dcfire to have 
qualities^ infufed into his fon, which himfelf never 
pofieiled or knew, or found the want of in the ac* 
quifition of his wealth ? The fon, bred in floth and 
idlenefsy becomes a fpend thrift, a cully, a profligate^ 
and goes out of the world a beggar, as his father 
came in. Thus the former is punifhed for his owa. 
ijbns^ as well as for thofe of the latter. The dung- 
hill, having raifed a huge muihroom of fhort du- 
ration, is now fpread to enrich other mens lands. 
It is indeed of worfe conlequence, where noMe fe* 
milies are gone to decay, becauie their titles and pri- 
vileges outlive their eftates ; and politicians tell us, 
that nothing is more dangerous to the public, thaA^^ 
a numerous nobility, without merit or fortune. But 
even here God hath Ukewife prefcribed fome reme* 
dy in the order of nature ; fo many great families 
coming to an end by the floth, luxury, and aban- 
doned liift, which enervated their breed thro' eve* 
fiicceOiOa, producing gradually a more e&minatc. 
IracCj wholly unfit for propagation^ 
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A LETTER to a very Young Lady 
x)n her Marriage *• 

Madam, 
^HE horry and impertinence of receiving and 
"^ paying vifits on account of your marriage being 
now over^ you are beginning to enter upon a couric 
of Hfe, where you will want much advice to divert 
you from falling into many errors, fopperies, and 
foUies, to which your fex is fubje^Et. I have always 
born an entire friendfhip to your father and mother ; 
and the peribn they have ^hofen for your huiband, 
hath been for fome year^ pad my particular favou* 
rite ; I have long wiihed you might come together, 
becaftffe I :hop«d, that, from the goodnefs of your 
difpofition, and by followmg the counfel of wi£i 
friends, you might in time make your&lf worthy 
of him. Your parents were fo far in the right, that 
they did not produce you mudi into the world ; 
whereby you avoided many wrOng fteps, which c- 
thers have taken, and have fewer ill impreffions to 
he removed : but they failed, as it is generally the 
cafe, in too much ncgleAing to cultivate your mind j 
without which it is impoflible to acquire or prefcrvc 
the friendfhip and efteem of a wife man, who fo6A 
grows weary of ailing the lover, and treating his 
wife like a miftrefs, but wants a reafonable compa- 
nion, and a true friend, through every ftage of 
his life. It muft be therefore your bufinefs to qua- , 
lify yourfelf for thofe offices ; wherein I will not 

• This letter ought to be read by all new-marncd women j and 
will be read with pleafure and advantage by thexnoft diAinguIihcd and 
wXuR accomplished ladies. Orrery, 
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fail to be your dircftor, as long as I fliall think yon 
deferve it, by letting you know how you are to a6l, 
and what you ought to avoid. 

And beware of defpifing or neglefting my in- 
ftrudtions; whereon will depend not only your 
making a good figure in the world, but your own 
real happinefs, as well as that of the pei'fon who 
ought to be the deareft to you. 

I muft therefore defire you, in the fir ft place, to 
be very flow in changing the modeft behaviour of a 
virgin. It is ufual in young wives, before they 
have been many weeks married, to afliime a bold 
forward look, and manner of talking ; as if they 
intended to fignify in all companies, that they were 
no longer girls, and confequently that their whole 
demeanor, before they got a hufband, was all but 
a countenance and conftraint upon their nature : 
whereas, I fuppofe, if the votes of wife men were 
gathered, a very great majoriry would be in favour 
of ihofe ladies, who, after they were entered into 
that ft ate, rather chofe to double their portion of 
modefty and refervednefs. 

I muft likewife warn you ftriftly againft the leaft 
degree of fondnefs to your huft>and before any wit- 
nefs whatfoever, even before your neareft relations, 
or ihe very maids of your ^chamber. This proceed- 
ing is fo exceeding odious anddifguftful to all who 
have either good breeding or g;ood fenfe, that they 
aflign two very unamiable reafons for it. The one is 
grofs hypocrify, and the other has too bad a name 
to mention. If there is any difference to be made, 
yourhuftjand istheloweft perfonin company,-either 
at home or abroad ; and every gentleman prejent has 
a I'.tter claim to all marks of civility and diftinc- 
tion from you. Conceal your efteem and love in 
your own breaft, and referve your kind looks and 
lan;uage for private hoars; which aic lo inany in 
the four and twenty, that they will afford tiirc to 

employ 
2 
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employ a pailion as exalted as any that was ever 
defcribed in a French romance. 

Upon this head I fhould likewife advife you to 
differ in pradlice from thofe ladies who affedt 
abundance of uneafinefs while their hufbands arc 
abroad ; ftart with every knock at the door, and 
ring the bell inceffantly for the fervants to let in 
their mafter ; will not eat a bit at dinner or fupper, 
if the hufband happens to ftay out; and receive 
him at his return with fuch a medley of chiding 
and kindnefs, and catechiiing him where he has 
been, that a Ihrew from Billingfgate would be a 
more eafy and eligible companion. 

Of the fame leaven are thofe wives, who when 
their hufbands are gone a journey, muft have a let- 
ter every poft upon pkin of fits and hyfterics ; and 
a day muft be fixed for their return home, without 
the lead: allowance for bufinefs, and ficknefs, or ac- 
cidents, or weather. Upon which I can only fay, 
that, in my obfervation, thofe ladies who arc apt tp 
make the greatefl: clutter on fuch occafions, would 
liberally have paid a meflenger for bringing them 
news, that their hufbands had broken their necks on 
the road. 

You will perhaps be offended, when I advife you 
to abate a little of that violent paffion for fine cloaths 
fo predominant in your fex. It is a little hard, that 
ours, for whofe fake you wear them, are not ad- 
mitted to be of your council. I may venture to af- 
fure you, that we will make an abatement at any' - 
time of four pounds a yard in a brocade, if the lil>r,. 
dies will but allow afuitable addition of care in the'** 
deanlinefs and fwectnefs of their perfon?. For the 
latirical part of njankind will needs believe, that it 
is not impoffible to be very fine and veiy filthy ; ' 
and that the capacities of a lady are fonaeiimes apt 
to fall fhort in cultivating deanlinefs and finery to- 
gether. I Diall only add, upon fo tender a twXi^^Sc, 
tfA^t a pleafant gendcmm hid conccmW 2l i\^\'j 

Vol. IX. B "^ x,o«v^Tv 
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woman of quality, That nothing could make her 
fupportable but cutting off her head ; for his ears, 
W£re offended by her tongue, and his nofe by her 
hair and teeth. 

I am wholly at a lofs how to advife you in the 
choice of company ; which, however, is a point of 
as great importance as any in your life. If your 
general acquaintance be among ladies, who arc 
your equals or fuperiors, provided they have no- 
thing of what is commonly called ah ill reputation, 
you think you are fafe ; and this, in the ftyle of 
the world, will pafs for good company : whereas, 
I am afraid, it will be hard for you to pick Dut one 
female acquaintance in this town, from whom you 
will not be in a mi^nifeft danger of contradling fomc 
foppery, affeftation, vanity, folly, or vice. Your 
only fafe way of converfing with them, is, by a firm 
refolution to proceed inyour praftice and behaviour - 
dirie^^ly contrary to whatever they fhall fay or do., 
Apd fliis I take to be a good general rule, with 
veiy'few exceptions. For inftance ; in thedo6trines 
they ufually deliver to young married women for 
managing their hufbands : their feveral accounts of 
their own conducSt in that particular, to recommend 
it to your imitation ; the reflections they make up-r 
on others of their fex for a6Ung differently ; their - 

. : directions, how to come off with victory upon any 
diiptite or quarrel you may have with your huf- . 
bfuid.; the arts, by which you may difcover and, 
praftife upon his weak fide ; when to work by 
ll^ttery and iafinuation, when tp melt him with 
tears^ and when to engage with a high hand : in 
thefe, and a thevifand other cafes, it will be pru- 
dent to retain as many of thqir kfl:urcs in your me- 
mory as you can, and then determine to aft in full 
oppofition to them all. 

I hope your huiband will interpofe his autho- 
ritj to limit you in tlie trade of vifiting. Half a 

dozen fools Hjx, in all confciencc. as matv^ ?v.% ^o\v 
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fhould require : and it wilj be fufficient for you to 
lee tlieni twice a year ; for t^rilink the fefbion docs 
not exad:, that vifits fhould be paid to friends. 

I advife, that your company at home Ihouid con* 
fill of men, rather than women. To fay the truth, 
I never yet knew a tolerable woman to be fond of 
her own fcx. I confefs, when both are mixed and 
vrcU chofen, and put their beft qualities foi^ward, 
there may be an intercourfe of civility and good- 
vill ; which, with the addition of fome degree of 
fenfe, can make converfation or any amufement a- 
greeable. But a knot of ladies, got together by 
themfelves, is a very fchool of impertinence and 
detraftion, and it is well if thofe be the worft. 

Let your men-acquaintance be of your hufband's 
choice, and not recommended to you by any flie- 
companiotts ; becaufe they will certainly fix a cox • 
comb upon you, and ic will coft you fome time and 
pains before you can arrive at the knowledge of 
diftinguifiiing fuch a one from a man of fenfe. 

Never take a favourite waiting-maid into your 
cabinet-council, to entertain you with hiffcorics of 
thoie ladies whom fhe hath formerly fcrved, of 
their diverfions and their drefles ; to iniinuate how 
great a fortime you brought, and how little you 
are allowed to fquander ; to appeal to her from 
your hufband, and to be determined by her judg- 
ment, becaufe you are iure it will be always for 
you ; to receive and difcard fervants by her appro- 
bation or diflike; to engage you, by her infinua- 
tions, in mifunderilandings with your beft friends, 
to reprefent all things in falfe colours, and to be 
the common emifTary of fcandal. 

But the grand affair of your life will be, to gain 
and preferve the friendlhip and cfteem of your 
hufband. Vou are married to a man of good edu* 
cation and learning, of an excellent underftanding 
and an exaft tafte. It is true, and it is ha\)Y^£oi ^ou, 
B 2 v\v;^x 
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that thefe qualities in him are adorned with grea^ 
modefty, a moft amiable fweetnefs of temper, 
and an unufual difpofitioa to fobriety and virtue. 
But neither good- nature nor virtue will fuffcr him 
to efteem you-againft his judgement ; and although 
he is not capable of ufing you ill, yet you will in 
time grow a thing indifferent, and perhaps con- 
;temptible ; unlefs you can fupply the lofs of youth 
and beauty with more durable qualities. You have 
but a veiy few years to be young, and handfomc in 
the eyes of the world ; and as few months to be fo in 
the eyes of a hufband who is not a fool ; for I hope 
you do not flill dream of charms and raptures, which 
marriage ever did, and ever will put a fudden end 
to. Befides, yours was a match of prudence and 
common good-liking, without any mixture pf tlia* 
ridiculous paflion, which, hath no being but in 
play-books and romances. 

You muft therefore ufe all endeavours to attaia 
to fome degree of thofe accompliihments, which 
your hufband moft values in other .people, and for 
"which he is moft valued himfelf. You muft im- 
prove your mind by clofely purfuing fuch:a metboct 
of ftudy as I ihall direft or approve of. You muft 
get a coUeftion of hiftory and travels, which I.wiU 
recommend to you, and fpend fome hours every 
day in reading them, and making extrafts from 
them, if your memory be weak. You muft invite 
perfons of knowledge and underftanding to an ac- 
quaintance with you, by whofe coverfation you 
•'may learn to correft your tafte and judgment ; and 
when you can bring yourfelf to comprehend and 
relifli the good fenfe of others, you will arrive in 
time to think rightly yourfelf, and to become area- 
fonable and agreeable companion. This muft pro- 
duce in your hufband a true rational love and efteem 
for you, which old age will not diminifh. He will 
have a regard for your judgement and opinion in 
jn^ners ofthe gre2itctty>'ci^t\i\ ^jouwiU be able to •• 
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Entertain each other without a third perfon to re- 
lieve you by finding difcourfe. The endowments 
of your mind will even make your perfon more 
agrceeble to him ; and when you are alone, your 
time will not lie heavy upon your hands for want 
of fome trifling amufement. 

As little rcfpe^t as I have for the generality of 
your if X, it hath fometimes moved me with pity, 
to fee the lady of the houfc forced to withdraw im- 
mediately after dinner; and this in families where 
tb^re is not much drinking ; as if it were an 
eAabli(hed maxim. That women are incapable of 
all converfation. In a room where both fexes 
meet, if the men are dlfcouriing upon any general 
iubje^y the ladies never think it their bufmefs to 
partake in what pafleth ; but, in a feparate club, 
entertain each other with the price and choice of 
lace, and iilk, and what drtfles they liked or dif* 
approved at the church or the playhoufe. And 
when you are among yourfclves, how naturally- 
after the firft complimenrs, do you apply your 
hands, to each others lappets, and ruljies, and 
mantuas ; as if the whole bufinefs of your lives, 
and the public concern of the world, depended up- 
on the cut or colour of your drefles? As divines. 
fay, that fome people take more pains to be 
damned, than it would coll them to be laved; fo 
your fex employs more thought, mcmoiy, and ap-- 
plication to be fools, tlian would ferve to make 
them Avife and ufeful. When I reflexion this^.I 
cannot conceive you to be human creatures, buta 
fort of fpecies hardly a degree above a monkey ^ 
who hath more diverting tricks than any of you, 
is an animal lefe mifchievous and expenfive, might 
in time be a tolerable critic in velvet and brocade, 
and, for aught I know, would equally become: 
them. 

I would have you look upon finery as a neccf- 

fery folly ; which all great ladies did whom- 1 have 

B 5 ever- 
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ever kno^n. I do not defire you to be out of the 
fafhion, but to be the laft and Icaft in it. I expeft 
that your drefs fliall be one degree lower than your 
fortune can afford ; and, in your own heart, I 
Tvoiild wilh you to be an utter contemner of all di- 
ftindlions which a finer petticoat can give you ; be* 
caufe it will neither make you richer, handfomer, 
younger, better natured, more virtuous or wifc^; 
than if it hung upon a peg. 

If you are in company with men of learning, 
though they happen to difcourfe of arts and fcien- 
ces out of your compafs, yet you will gather more 
advantage by liftening to them, than from all the 
nonfenfe and frippery of your own fex ; but if they 
be men of breeding as well as learning, they will 
feldom engage in any converfation where you ought 
not to be a hearer,' and in time have your part. If 
they talk of the manners and cuftoms of the feve- 
ral kingdotrs of Europe, of travels into remoter 
nations, of the ftate of their own country, or of 
the great men and a<fVions of Greece and Rome ; 
if they give their judgement upon Englifh and 
French writers, either in verfe or profe, or of the 
nature and limits of virtue and vice ; it is a fhame 
for an Englifli lady not to relifh fuch difcourfes, 
not to improve by them, and endeavour, by read- 
ing and information, to have her fhare in thofe en- 
tertainments, rather than tin^n afide, as it is the u- 
fual cuflom, and confult with the woman who fits 
next her, about a new cargo of fans. 

It is a little hard, that not one gentleman's daugh- 
ter in a thoufand Ihould be brought to read or un- 
derftand her own natural tongue, or be judge of 
the eafieft books that are written in it ; as any one 
may find, who can have the patience to hear them, 
when they are difpofed to mangle a play or a no- 
's el ; where the leaft word out of the common road 
» furc to difconcert them : and it is no wonder, 
- '^:- when 
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when they are not fo much as taught to fpell in 
their childhood, nor can ever attain- to it in their 
whole lives. I advife you therefore to read aloud, 
more or left, every day to your huiband, if he will 
permit you, or to any oiher friend (but not a fe- 
male one) who is able to fet you right. And as 
for fpelling, you may compafs it in time, by making 
colleftions from the books you read. 

I know very well, that thofe who are commonly 
called learned women, have loft all manner of cre- 
dit by their impertinent talkativenefs, and conceit 
of themfclves. But there is an eafy remedy for 
this ; if you once confider, that, after all the pains 
you may be at, you never can arrive, in point of 
learning, to the perfection of a fchoolboy The 
reading I would advife you to, is only for improve- 
ment oiF your own good fenfe, which will never 
fail of being mended by difcretion. It is a wrong 
method, and ill choice of books, that makes thoie 
learned ladies juft fo much the worfe for what they 
have read. And therefore it fhall be my care to 
dire£l you better ; a talk for which I take myfelf 
to be not ill qualified ; becaufe I have fpent more 
time, and have had more opportunities than many 
others, to obfeive and difcover from Avhat fources 
the various follies of women are derived. 

Pray obferve, how infignificant things are the 
common race of ladies, when they have pafTed their 
youth and beauty ; how contemptible they appear 
to the men, and yet more contemptible to the 
younger part of their own fex ; and have no relief 
but in palling their afternoons in vifits, where they 
are never acceptable ; and their evening at cards 
among each other ; while the former part of the 
day is fpent in fpleen and envy, or in vain endea- 
vours to repair, by art and drefs, the ruins of time.. 
Whereas I have known ladies at fixty, to whom 
all the polite part of the court and town paid 
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tjieir addrefles, without any farther view thaa 
that of enjoying the pleafure of their converfa« 
tion. 

I am ignorant of any one quality that is amiable 
in a man, which is not equally fo in a woman. I 
Clo not except even mpdeiiy and gentlenefs of na« 
tixrci Nor do I know one vice or folly, which is 
not equally deteftable in both. There is Indeed 
one infirmity which is generally allowed you ; I 
mean that of cowardice. Yet there fliould feem 
to b^ Something veiy capricious, that when womea 
profefs their admiration for a colonel or a captain^ 
on account of his valour, they fhould fancy it a 
very graceful becoming quality in themfelves, to 
be afraid of their own fhadows ; to fcream in a 
barge when tlie weather is calmeft, or in a coach 
at the ring ; to run from a cow at a hundred 
yards diftance ; to fall into fits at the fight ot a. 
^ider, an earwig, or a frog. At leaft, if cow- 
ardice be a fign of cruelty, (as it is generally grant- 
ed), I can hai'dly think it an accomplifhment fo 
defirable, as to be thought worth improving by 
affectation. 

And as the fame virtues equally become both 
fexes, fo there is no quality whereby women en» 
cieavour to diftinguifh themfelves from men, for 
which they are not juft fo much the worfe, except 
tliat only of refervednefs ; which, however, as you 
generally manage it, is nothing elfe but affeftation 
or hypocrify. For, as you cannot too much dif- 
countenance thofe of our fex who prefume to take 
unbecoming liberty before you, fo you ought to 
be wholly unconftrained in the company of deferv- 
ijog men, when you have had fuflicient experience 
of their difcreiion. 

There is never wanting in this town, a tribe p£ 
bold, fwaggering, rattling ladies, whofe talents pafs 
among coxcombs for wit and humour ; their ex- 
cellency 
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ccliency lies in rude choking expreffions, and what 
they call *' running a man down,*' If a gentleman 
in their company havens to have any blemifli In 
his birth or perfon, ii any misfortune hath befal* 
len his family or himfelf, for which he is afhamed^ 
they will be hire to give him broad hints of it with- 
out any provocation. I would recommend you 
to the acquaintance of a common proftitute, ra- 
ther than to that of fuch termagants as thefe. I 
have often thought, that no man is obliged to 
fuppofe fuch creatures to be women, but to treat 
them like infolent raicals difguifed in female ha- 
bits, who ought to be ftripped and kicked down 
ftairs. 

I will add one thing, though it be a little out of 
place ; which is, to defire that you will learn to 
value and efteem your hufband for thofe good qua- 
lities which he really poffeffeth, and not to fancy 
others in him which he certainly hath not. For 
aldiough this latter is generally underftood to be a 
mark of love, yet it is indeed nothing but affectation 
or ill judgement. It is true, he wants fo very few 
accomplifliments, thftl. you are in no great danger 
of erring on this fidc^j but piy caution is occaiion- 
cd by a lady of your acqiialtitance, married to a 
very valuable perfon, wlidm yet fhe is fo unfortu- 
nate as to be always commending for thofe perfec- 
tions to which he can leaft pretend. 

I can give you no advice upon the article of ex- 
pcnfe : only I think you ought to be well inform- 
ed, how much your hufband's revenue amounts to ; 
and be fo good a computer, as to keep within it, 
in that part of the management which falls to your 
ihare ; and not to put yourfelf in the number of 
thofe politic ladies, who think they gain a great 
point, when they have teafed their hufbands to buy 
them a new equipage, a laced head, or a fine petti- 
coat, without once confidering what long fcores 
remain unpaid to the butcher. 

\ At- 
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I defire you Svill keep this letter in yoiir cabinctj 
and often examine impartially your whole condu£l 
by It, And fo God blefs you, and make you a tail 
example to your fex, and a perpetual comfort tC 
your hufband, and your parents. 1 am, with grcai 
truth and adcdion, 

Madam,, 

Your moft faithful friend, i 

and humble fervant. 



. r:.^?^5 
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A PREFACE to the Right Reverend Dr- 
Burnet Bifhop of Sarum*s Intro- 
duction to the third volume of the 
History OF the Reformation of 
THE Chuuch of England. 

'Written in the year 17 12. 



'Spargefe voces 



In vulgum amhiguas, et qua^rere con/cins artna. 

To the BOOKSELLER. 

Mr. MoRPHEW, 
VOur care in putting an advertifement in the Ex- 
•*• aminer, hath been of very great ufe to me. 
I now fend you my preface to the Bifliop of Sa- 
rum's Introduftion to his third volume ; which I 
defire you to print in fuch a form as, in the book- 
fellcr's phrafe, will make a fixpenny-touch ; hoping 
it w-ill give fuch a public notice of my defign, that 
ir may come into the hands of thofe who perhaps 
look not into the Bilhop's introdu<Slion *. I defire' 
you will prefix to this a paflage out of Virgil, which 
doth fo perfectly agree with my prel'ent tlioughts of 
his Lcrdlhip, that I cannot exprefs them better, 
nor more truly, than thofe words do. 
I am, 
SIR, 

Your humble fcrvant. 

• The \y.fhop''s JntroffuSlion is prefaced wiih a IcUcr to\v\%\>QoV. 
/■/>/> o/" tthJcJj this kutr is a 6u;icrque. 
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A PREFACE to Bifhop Burnet's In- 
troduction. 

nPHIS way of publifhing introduaions to books 
■*- that arc, God knows when, to come out, is 
cither wholly new, or fo long unpraftifed, that my 
fmall reading cannot trace it. However, we arc to 
fuppofe, that a i>erfon of his Lordfhip's great age 
and experience would hardly a^l fuch a piece of 
fingularity, without fome extraordinaiy motives. I 
cannot but obferve, that his fellow-labourer, the 
author of the paper called The Englifhman *, fcems, 
in fome of his late performances, to have almoft 
tranfcribed the notions of the Biftiop. Thefe no- 
tions I take to have been diftated by the fame ma- 
ilers, leaving to each writer that peculiar manner 
of expreffing himfelf, which the poverty of our 
language forceth me to call their ftyle. When the 
Guardian changed his title, and profefled to engage 
in faftion, I was fure, the word was given j that 
grand preparations were making againft next fef- 
fions ; that all advantages would be taken of the 
little difllnfions reported to be among thofe in pow- 
er ; and that the Guardian would foon be fecond- 
ed by fome other piquerers from the fame camp. 
But I will confefs my fulpicions did not carry me 
fo far as to conjecture, that this venerable cham- 
pion would be in fuch mighty hafte to come into 
the field, and ferve in the quality of an enfant 
perdu \y armed only with a pocket-piftol, before 
his great blundeibuls could be got ready, his old 

• Mr. Steele. 

•f- Enfant per ffuf one of the forlorn hope. The forlorn hr,pe is a 
number of man fele^ed for any dcfpcra'.c cnter^HCc, or a^^ointcd for 
tJ^c Urd oofei in a battle, 

1 \yy 
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nifty breaftplate fcoiired, and his cracked head- 
piece mended. 

I was debating with myfelf, whether this hint of 
producing a fmall pamphlet, to give notice of a 
large foliOy was not borrowed from the ceremonial 
in Spanifh romances, where a dwarf is fent out up- 
on the battlements, to fignify to all paiiengers what 
a mighty giant there is in the caftle, or whether the 
Bifliop copied this proceeding from the fanfaron-- 
node X of Moniieur Boffleurs, when the Earl o£ 
Portland and that General had an interview. Se- 
Tcral men were appointed at certain periods to ride 
b great hafte towards the Englifh camp, and cry 
out, Monfeigneur vient, Monfeigneur vient * : then 
fmall parties advanced with the fame fpeed, and the 
fame cry : and this foppery held for many houi s, 
until the Marefchal himfelf arrived. So here the 
Biihop (as we find by his dedication to Mr. Chur- 
diill the bookfcUer) hath for a long time fent w tim- 
ing of his arrival by advertifements in gazettes ; 
and now his introduction advanceth to tell us again, 
Monfeigneur vient. In the mean time we mull gape, 
and wait, and gaze, the Lord knows hoA*-" long, 
and keep our fpirits in fome reafonable agitation, 
until his Lordfliip's real fclf fhall think fit to ap- 
pear in the habit of a folio. 

I have feen the fame fort of management at a 
pnppet-fhow. Some puppets of little or no confe- 
quence appeared feveral times at the window, to al- 
lure the boys and the rabble : the trumpeter found- 
ed often, and the door-keeper cried an hunched 
times, until he was Jioarfe, that they were ** juft 
" going to begin ;" yet, after all, ue were forced 
fometimes to wait an hour before Punch himfelf 
in perfon made his entiy. 
But why this ceremony among old acquaintance ? 

t TatfaionnaAe, vain oflcntation, 

• M^ Lord Js coming, my Lord is coming, 

^"oL, IX. • c i:v^ 
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iTic world and he have long known one another, 
liet him appoint his hour, and imk^ his vifit, with- 
out troubliBg us all day with a fucccffion of mefia- 
ges from his lackeys and pages. 

With fubmiffion, thefe little arts of getting oflF 
an edition, do ill become any author above the iize 
bf Marten the furgeon. My Lord tells us^ that 
*' many thoufands of the two former parts of his 
•* hiftory are in tlie kingdom ;*' and now he perpe- 
tually advertifeth in the gazette, that he intends to 
publifh the third. This is exa^ly in tiie method 
and ftyle of Marten ; " The fevcnth edition (many 
^* thoufands of the former editions haviDg been fold 
^* off in a fmall time) of Mr. Marten's book concern- 
** ing fecret difeafes," drr. 

Doth his Lordfhip intend to publifh kis great vo- 
lume by fubfcription, and is this inu^oduAion only 
by way of fpecimen ? I was inclined to think fo, 
becaufe, in the prefixed letter to Mr. Churchill, 
which introduces this introdudliofi, there arc fome 
dubious expreffions. He fays, " The advertlfe- 
** ments he publifhed were in order to move people 
^* to fumifli him with materials, which might help 
*' him to finifh his work with great advantage,* 
If he means half a guinea upon the fubfcription 
and the other half at the delivery, why doth h 
not tell us fo in plain terms ? 

I am wondering how it came to pafs, that tb 
diminutive letter to Mr. Churchill fhould unde 
ftand the bufinefs of introducing better than t 
introdu6lion itfelf ; or why the bifhop ihould r 
take it into his head to fend the former into ^ 
world in fome months before the latter ; wh 
would have been yet a greater improvement ui 
the folemnity of the proceffion. 

Since I writ thefe lines, I have perufed the wl 
pamphlet, (Avhich I had only dipped in before), 
found I have been hunting upon a wrong fc 
ifer cjjc author hath, in feveral pans ot V\\% \ 
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difcovered the true motives which put him upon 
fending it abroad at this junfture. I (hall therefore 
comider tb.em as they come in mj way. 

My Lord begins his introduftion with an account 
of the rcafons why he was guihy of fo many mif- 
lakes in the firft vohime of his Hiftory of the re- 
formation. His cxcufes are ji-.H:, rational, and ex- 
tremely confident. He fays, "he wrote in hafte ;" 
which he confirms, by adding, '* that it lay a year 
** after he wrote it before it was put into the 
" prels," At the fame time lie mentions a paflage 
extremely to the honour of that pious and excellent 
prelate Archbifhop Bancroft, which dcmonftratca 
his Grace to have been a perfon of great fagacity, 
and almofl a prophet. *' Dr. Burnet, then a pri- 
" vate divine, deiired admittance to the Cotton li» 
*' brary, but was prevented by the Archbifhop ♦ ;. 
" who told Sir John Cotton, tliat the faid Doftof 
" wa» no friend to the prerogative of the crown, 
" or to the conftitution of the kingdom." This 
judgement was the more extraordinary, becauie 
the Dodlor had not long before publifhed a book in 

• It is (ctAtwhzt remark.ible to fee the progrefs of this ftory* Iir 
the fir."? edition of thisinttoJudion, it flivould feem '* he was preven- 
" T ED by the Archbifhop." ^c. When the introduftion was reprini- 
ti a year after with the hiftory» it ftands: <* a criat pr fi. at t 
*' had twt-n before hand, and poiTiflcd him [Sir John Cjtton] a^ainit 
" me. That unbfs the Archbifhop of Canterbury would recom- 

" mend me. -he dcfired to be cxcu ed.— ' — The Bifliop If W( rc^f- 
" cer could not prevail on the ArchbiHiop to intkrpose." Th • 
iif^me-Ahat Icfs than preventing j unle's the Archbilhop be meant 
by the GREAT Prelate j which is hot very probable, i. B^ciuff, 
in the preface to this very third volomf, p. 4. he fays, it was by Arch- 
*• biftiop Sancroft's order he had the free ufs of every thing that |jy> 
*' in the Lambeth library," a. Bccaufe the author of Speculum Saitj- 
burlanum, p, 6. tells us, " His accefs to the library was owing sole- 
*' LY to the recommendation of Archbifhop Sancroft, as I hare been 
" informed (fays the author) by fomc of the family." g. Btaufe 
B.fhop Burnet, in his hiftory of his own times, fays it was " Dol a e n, 
*' Biihop of R'chcftor, [at the in^igatlon of the Duke of Lauderdale], 
** that diverted Sir John Cotton from fuficring him to fcarch his lib- 
rary ." 

C 2 ScoiV^ccvdi 
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Scotland, with his name prefixed, vrhich carries 
the regal prerogative higher than any writer of the 
age. However, the good Archbifliop lived to fee 
his opinion become univerfal in the kingdom, 

Th^ bifliop goes on, for many pages, with an 
account of certain fafts relating to the publifliing 
jhis two former volumes of the reformation ; the 
great fuccefs of that work, and the adverfaries who 
appeared againft it, Thele are matters out of the 
way of my reading; only I obferve, that poor Mr. 
Henry Wharton, who hath deferved fo well of the 
commonwealth of learning, and who gave himfelf 
the trouble of detecting fome hundreds of the Bi- 
fhop's miftakes, meets with very ill quarter from 
his Lordfhip. Upon which I cannot avoid men- 
tioning a peculiar method which this prelate takes 
to revenge himfelf upon thofe who prcfume to dif- 
fer from him in print. The bifhop of Rochefter 
* happened fome years ago to be of this number. 
My Lord of Sarum, in his reply, ventured to tell 
the world, that thegcntlcman who had writagainlt 
him, meaning Dr. Atterbury, was one upon whom 
he had conferred great lobligations ; which was a 
very generous Chriftian contrivance of charging 
his adverfary with ingratitude. But it feems the 
truth happened to be on the other fide : which the 
Doflor made appear in fuch a manner,, as would 
have iilenced his Lordfhip for ever, if he had not 
been wi-iting-proof. Poor Mr. Wharton in his 
grave, is charged with the fame accufation, but with 
circumftances the mofl aggravating that malice and 
fomething elfe could invent ; and which i will no 
mOre believe than five hundred paflages in a certain 
hook of travels *, See the charadler he gives of a 
divine and a fcholar, who fhortened his life in the 
fervicc of God and the church. " Mr. Wharton 

• Dr. Atterbury, 

• Burnetii tr»YcU, 
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" defired mc to intercede with TiUotfon for a prc- 
« bend of Canterbury. I did fo, but Wharton 
** would not believe it; (aid, he would be revcn- 
** ged, and fo writ againft me. Soon after he was 
" convinced I had fpoke for him ; faid he was fet 
" on to do what he did : and if I would procure a- 
" ny thing for him, he would difcover every thing 
" to me." What a fpirit of candor, charity, and 
good-nature, generofity, and truth, fhincs thro' 
dus ftory^ told of a mofl excellent and pious divine 
twenty years after his deadi, without one fiugle 
Toucher ! 

Come vrc now to the reafons which moved his 
Lordfhip to fet about this work at this time. " He 
" could delay it no longer, becaufe the reafons of' 
" engaging in it at firft feemed to return upon him.'* 
He was then frightened with ** the danger of a Po- 
'* pifli- fucceffor in view, and the dreadful appre- 
" henfions of the power of France." England hath, 
forgot thefe dangers, and yet is nearer to them than 
ever, and therefore he is refolved to awaken them, 
with his third volume ; but in the mean time fends 
this introdu<^ion to let them know they are aflecp. 
He then goes on in dcfcribing the condition of the 
kingdom after fuch a manner as if deftru^ion hung 
over lis by a fingle hair ; as if the Pope, the devil, 
die pretender, and France, were juft- at our doors. 

When the Bifhop publiihed his hrftory, there was 
a popifli plot on foot : the Dake of York, a known 
Papift, was prefumptive heh' to the crown ; the 
houle of Commons would not hear of any expe- 
dient for fecuring their religion under a Popifh 
prince, nor would the King, or Lords, confent to 
a bill of excluiion : the French King was in the 
height of his grandeur, and the vigour of his age. 
At this day the prefumptive heir, with that whole 
iUuftrious family, are Proteftants ; the Popifli pre- 
tender excluded for ever by feveral a6ts of parlia* 
mcnt ; and every per fon in the fmallcft em^\o^mtTvt; 
C 3 1^ 
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as well as the members of both houfes, obliged to 
abjure him : the Feiich king is at the lowcft ebb o^ 
life; his armies have been conquered, and Jilt 
towns won from him for ten years together ; and 
his kingdom is in danger of being tora by divifions 
during a long minority. Are tbefe cafes parallel ? 
or are we now in more danger of France and Pope- 
ry, than we were thirty years ago ? What can 
be the motive for advancing fuch falfe, fuch detcft- 
able affertions ? What conclufions would his Lord* 
fhip draw from fuch premises as thefe ? If injurious 
appellations were of any advantage to a caufe, (as 
the ftyle of our adverfaries would make us believe), 
what appellations would thofe deferve, who thus 
endeavour to fow the feeds of fedition, and are im- 
patient to fee the fruits ! " But,** faith he, *' the 
** deaf adder ftoppeth her ears, let the charmer 
*' charm never fo wifely." True, my Lord, there 
are indeed too many adders in this nation's bofom ; 
adders in all fhapes and in all habits, whom neither 
the Queen nor parliament can charm to loyalty, 
truth, religion, or honour. 

Among other inftances produced by him of the 
difmal condition we are in, he offers one which 
could not eaiily be gueffed. It is this, ** That the 
*' litde fadlious pamphlets written about the end of 
•* King Charles II 's reign lie dead in the fhops, 
^* ai'e looked on as wafte paper, and turned to 
" pafleboard." How many are there of his X-ord- 
ihip's writing, which could otherwife never have 
been of any real fervice to the puWic ? Hath he in- 
deed fo mean an opinion of our tafte to fend us at 
tliJs time of day into all the corners of Holburn, 
I3uck-laae, and Moorfields, in queft after the fac- 
tious trafh publifhed in thofe days by Julian John- 
fon, Hickeringill, Dr. Oates, and himfelf ? 

His Lordihip taking it for a pojlutaiumy that the 
^ccn and miniftry, both houfes of parliament, and 
2> vaft majority of the landed gentleman throughout 
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England, are ruDning headlong into Popery, lay- 
eth hold on the occafion to deicribe ** the cruelties 
'* in Queen Mary's reign ; an inquisition fetting up 
^* faggots in Smithfield, and executions all over the 
*' kingdom. Here is that that," fays he, ** which 
" thofe that look towards a PopiOi fucceflbr, muft 
'< kx>k for.'* And he infinuates through his whole 
pamphlet, that all who are not of his party, look 
towards a Popifh fuccefTor. Thefe he divides into 
two parts, the Tory laity, and the Tory clergy. 
He tells the former, ** although they have no rcli- 
" gion at all, but refolve to change with every wind 
" and tide : yet they ought to have compaflion on 
*' their countrymen and kindred." Then he ap- 
plies hiinfelf to the Tory clergy ; affurcs them, that 
" the fires revived in Smithfield, and all over the 
" nation, will have no amiable view, but Icaft of 
" all to them, who, if they have any principles at 
" all, muft be turned out of their livings, leave 
** their families, be himted from place to place into 
" parts beyond the feas, and meet with that con- 
'* tempt with which they treated foreigners,^ who 
** took fan^luary among us." 

This requires a recapitulation, with fome re- 
marks. Firft, I do aflfirm, that in every hundred 
ofprofefTcd Atheifts, Deifts, and Socinians, in the 
kingdom, ninety-nine at leaft are ftanch, thorough- 
paced Whigs, entirely agreeing with his Lordlhip 
in politics anddifcipline : and therefore will venture 
all the fires of hell, rather than finge one hair of 
their beards in Smithfield. Secondly, I do likcwife 
affirm, that thofe whom we ufually underfi-and by 
the appellation of Tory, or high-church clergy, 
vcre the grcateft llicklers againft the exorbitant pro- 
ceedings of King James II. the beft writers againft 
Popery, and the moft exemplary fuflxirers f<^r the 
eftablilhcd religion. Thirdly, I do pronoimcc it 
to be a m.'ft falfe and infamous fcandal upini the 
nation in general, 9nd on the clergy in \>a\UcuW, 
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to reproach them for treating foreigners with haugh*- 
tinefs and contempt. The French Hugonots ar6 
many thoufand witnefles to the contrary ; and I wilh 
they deferved the thoufandih part of the good treat- 
ment they, have received. 

Laftly, I obferve, that the author of a paper cal- 
led, The Englijbmany hath run into the feme cant, 
gravely advifing the whole body of the clergy not 
to bring in Popery : becaufe that will put them un- 
der a neceffity of parting with their wives, or lofmg. 
their livings. 

The bulk of the kingdom^, both clergy and laity, 
happen to differ extremely from this prelate in ma- 
ny principles, both of politics and religion. Now, 
1 aflc, whether, if any man of them had iigned his 
name to a fyftem of Atheifm, or Popery, he could 
have argued with them othervvife than he doth? or 
if I ihould write a grave letter to his Lordfhip with 
the fame advice, taking it for granted that he was 
half an Atheift and half a Papift, and conjuring 
him by all he held dear to have compaihon upon 
allthofewho believed a God; " not to revive .the 
** fires in Smithfield ; that he muft either forfeit 
** his bifliopric, or not marry a fourth wife ;" I 
aik,. whether he would not think I intended him 
the higheft injury and affront ? 

But as to the Tory laity, he gives them up in a 
lump for abandoned Atheifts : They are a let of 
men fo ** impioufly corrupted in the point of rcli- 
** gion, that no fcene of cruelty can fright them 
*' from leaping into it, [Popery], and perhaps aft- 
*' in fuch a part in it as may be afligned them." He 
therefore defpairs of influencing them by any topics 
drawn from religion or compaffion 5 and advances 
the confideration of intereft, as the only powerful 
argument to perfuade them againft Popery. 

What he offers upon this head is fo very ama- 
zing, from a chriftian, a clergyman, and a pre- 
late of the church of England, that I muft in my 
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own imagination ftrip him of thofe three capacities, 
and put him among the numher of that let of men 
he mentions in the paragraph before ; or elfe it wiU 
be impofiible to fhape out an anfwer. 

His Lordihip, in order to difiuade the Tories, 
firom their defign of bringing in Popery, tells them» 
" how valuable a part of the whole foil of England, 
'* the abbey-lands, the eflates of the bifhops, of 
** die cathedrals, and the tithes, are ;" how diffi- 
ailt fuch a refumption would be to many families : 
" yet all thefe muil be thrown up ; for lacrilege in 
" the church of Rome is a mortal fin.*' I delire it 
may be obferved, what a jumble here U made of 
ccdefiaftical revenues, as if they were all upon the 
fame foot, were alienated with equal juftice, and 
the clergy had no more reafon to complain of one 
than the other : whereas the four branches men- 
tioned by" him are of very dijfferent confidcration. 
If I might venture to gucfs the opinion of the cler- 
gy upon this matter, I believe they 4:ould wiih, that 
fome fmall part of the abbey-lands had been applied 
to die augmentation of poor biflioprics ; and a ve- 
ry few acres to ferve for glebes in thofe parifhes 
where there are none ; after which I think they 
would not repine that the laity fhould poflcfs the 
reft. If the eftates of fome bifliops and cathedrals 
were exorbitant before the reformation, I believe 
the prefent clergy's wifhes reach no further, than 
that fome reafonable temper had been ufed, inftead 
of paring them to the quick. But as to the tithes, 
without examining whether they be of divine infli- 
tution, I conceive there is hardly one of that iacred 
order in England, and very few even among the 
laity who love the church, who will not allow the 
milapplying thofe revenues to fecular perfons to 
have been at firfl: a moft flagrant a£l of injuftice and 
oppreiEon ; altho', at the lame time, God forbid 
tliey fhould be reilored any other way than by gra- 
dual pvrchafe, bjr the con/en t of thofewlxo atttvOTi 



34 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

the lawful poffeflbra, or by the piety and gcnerofi* 
ty of fuch worthy fph'its as this nation fometimes 
produceth. The Eifhop knows very well, that the 
application of tithes to the maintenance of monaftc* 
rics was a fcandalous ufurpation, even in Popifh 
times ; that the monks ufiaaily fent out fome of their 
fraternity tp fupply the cures ; and that when the 
monafteries were granted away by Henry VIII. the 
pariihes were left deflitme, or very meahly provi* 
dedy of any maintenance for a paftor. So thai: in 
many places the whole ecclefiailical dues, even to 
mortuaries, Eafter-offerings, and the like, are 
in lay-hands, and the incumbent lieth wholly at tha 
mercy of his patron for his daily bread. By theftt 
means there are feveral hundred parifhes in Eng* 
land under twenty pounds a-year, and many under 
ten. I take his Lordftiip's bifliopric to be worth 
near 2500 1. annual income ; and I will engage at 
half a year's warning to find him above an hjavhdted 
beneficed clergymen, who have not To much among 
them all to fupport themfelves and their families t 
moft of them orthodox, of good life and conver* 
fation ; as loath to fee the fires kindled in Smith* 
$eid a$ his Lordfhip ; and at leafl as reaJy to face 
them under a Popifli perfecution. But nothing i* 
fi> hard for thofe who abound in riches, as to con« 
ceive how others can be in want. How can the 
neighbouring vicar feel cold or hunger, while my 
Lord is feated by a good fire, in the warmeft room 
9f his palace, with a dozen difhes before him ) 
I remember one other prelate n^uch of the fame 
ftamp, who when his clergy would mention their 
wishes that fome adt of parliament might be thought 
of for the good of the church, would fay, " Gen- 
♦*. (lemen, we are very well as we are ; if they would 
^* let us alone, we Ihould alk no more." 

Sacrilege (fays my Lord) in the church of Rome 
is a mortal fin : and is it only fo in the church of 
Jiojnc ? oris it but a venial fin itx the church of 
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England ? Our litany calls fornication a deadly fin; 
ind I ^ould appeal to his Lordfliip for fifty years 
paft, whether he thought that or facrilege the dead- 
lier ? To mafee light of fuch a fin at the fame mo* 
ment that he is frightening us frcmi an idolatrous 
religion, fhould feem not very confiftent. «* Thou 
" that fayed that a man ihould not commit adultc* 
" ry, doft thou commit adulter) ? Thou that ab- 
^ horreft idols, doft thou commit facrilege ?" 

To fmooth the way for the return of Popery in 
(^ccn Mary's time, the grantees were confirmed by 
theJPope in the poficfiion of the abbey lands. But 
the Bifiiop tells us, '' that this confirmation was 
'* firaudulent and invalid." I fiiall believe it to be 
fo, although I happen to read it in his Lordihips 
hiftory. But he adds, that ^' although the confir- 
** mation had been good, the priefis would have 
** got their land again by thefe two mediods. Fir^^ 
" i'he ftarute of Mortmain was repealed for twenty 
^ years ; in which time no doubt they reckoned 
" they would recover the beft part of what ihey 
*' had loft : befides that engaging the clergy to re- 
" new no leafes, was a thing entirely in their own 
*' power ; and this in forty years time would raife 
*' iheir revenues to be about ten times their prefent 
" value." Thefe two expedients for incrcafirig ihc 
revenues of the church he reprefents as pernicious 
defigns, fit only to be praftifed in times of Popery, 
and fuch as the laity ought never to confent to : 
from whence, and from what he faid before about 
tithes, his Lordlhip hath freely declared his opi- 
nion, that the clergy are rich enough, and that the 
leaft addition to their fubfiftence would be a flcp 
towards Popery. Now, it happens, that the two 
only methods which could ever be thought on with 
any probability of fuccefs, towards fome rcafonable 
augmentation of ecclefiafdcal revenues, are here 
rejefted by a bifliop as a means for introducm^YCi- 
perjr, and the natha publicly warned agaiuft \.Wtcv\ 
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whereas the continuance of the ftatute of Mort- 
main in full force, after the church had been fa 
terribly flripped, appeared to her Majefty and the 
kingdom a very unnecelTary hardfhip ; upon which 
account it was at feveral times relaxed by the legif- 
lature. Now, as the Telaxation of that ilatute is 
manifeftly one of the rcafons which gives the Bi- 
fliop thofe terrible apprehenfions of Popery coming 
on us ; fo I conceive another ground of his fears 
is the rcmiffion of the firft-fruits and tenths. But 
where the inclination to Popery lay, whether in 
her Majefly who propofed this benefaction, the par- 
liament which confirmed, or the clergy who ac« 
cepted it, his Lordfliip hath not thought fit to de- 
termine. 

The other Popifh expedient for augmenting 
church-revenues is, " engaging the clergy to renew 
** no leafes." Several of the moft eminent clergy- 
men have aflured me, that nothing has been more 
wifhed for by good men than a law to prevent (at 
ieaft) bifhops from fetting leafes for lives. 1 could 
name ten bifliopricks in England, whofe revenues, 
one with another, do not amount to 600 1 a-year 
for each : and if his Lordfliip's, for inflance, would 
be above ten times the value when the lives are ex- 
pired, I ihould think the overplus would not be ill 
difpofed towards an augmentation of fuch as are 
now ihamefully poor. But I do afTert, that fuch 
an expedient was not always thought Popifh and 
dangerous by this Right Reverend hiflorian. I 
have had the honoiu* formerly to converfe with 
him ; and he hath told me feveral years ago, that 
he lamented extremely the power which bifhops 
had of letting leafes for lives ; whereby, as he faid, 
they were utterly deprived of raifing their reve- 
nues, whatever alterations might happen in the va- 
lue of money by length of time. I think the re- 
proach of betraying private converfation will not 
upon this account be laid to my chs^rgc. Neither 
2 do 
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do I believe he would have changed his opinion 
upon any fcore, but to take up another more agi-ee- 
Kble to the maxims of his party, '* That the leaft 
** addition of property to the church is one ftcpf 
** towards Popeiy." 

The Bifhop goes on with much earneftnefs andf 
prolixity to prove, that the Pope's confirmation o^ 
the church-lands to thofe who held them by King 
Henry's donation, was null and fraudulent -, which 
is a point that, I believe, no Proteflant in Englandi 
would give three-pence to have his choice, whether 
it fliould be true or falfe. It might indeed ferve as 
a paflage in his hiftory, among a thoufand other 
inftances, to dcteft the knavery of the court of 
Rome. But I afk, where could be the ufe of it in 
this introdufUon ? or why all this hafle in publifh- 
ing it at this jundufe ; and fo out of all method, 
apart, and before the work itfelf ? He gives his 
reafons in very plain terms. We arc now, it fcems, 
" in more danger of Popery, than towards die 
" end of King Charles ll.'s reign. That fei of* 
" men (the Tories) is fo impioully corrupted In 
" the point of religion, that no fccne of cruelty 
" can frighten them from leaping into it, and per- 
" haps from afting fuch a part in it as may be af- 
" figned them," He doubts whether the high- 
diurch clergy have any principles ; and therefore 
will be ready to turn off their wives, and look on 
the fires kindled in Smithfield as an amiable view, 
Thefe are the fa£ls he all along takes for granted, 
and argues accordingly. Therefore, in defpair of 
diffuading the nobility and gentry of the land from 
introducing Popery by any motives of honour, re- 
ligion, alliance, or mercy, he aflures them, ** that 
" the Pope hath not duly confirmed their tithes to 
" the church-lands in their poiTefllon ;** which 
therefore muft be infallibly reftored as foon as that 
religion is eftabliihed among us. 
Vol. IX. D Thu$> 
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Thus, in his Lordfliip's opinion, there is nothing 
wanting to make the majority of the kingdcyp, both 
for number, quality, and pofleffion, immediately 
embrace Popery, except a " fii-m bull from tlie 
**^pe" to fecure the abbey and other church, 
latids, and tithes, to the prefent proprietors and 
their heirs. If this only difficulty could now be. 
adjufted, the preteiider would be reftored next fef- 
fion, the two houfes reconciled to the church of 
Rome, againft Eafter tei?m, and the fires lighted in 
Smithfield by Midfummer. Such horrible calum- 
nies againft a nation, ai'c not the lefs injurious to 
decency, good-nature, truth, honour, and religion, 
becaufe they may be vented with fafety ; and I will 
appeal to any reader of common underftanding, 
vdiether this be not the moft natural and neceflary 
deduftion from the paflages I have cited and refer- 
red to. 

Yet all this is but friendly dealing, in compari/bn 
with what he affords the clergy upon the fame ar- 
ticle. He fuppofes that whole reverend body, who 
differ from him in principles of church or ftate, fo 
far from difliking Popery upon the above-mention- 
eel motives of perjury, quitting their wives, or 
burning their relations, that the hopes of enjoying 
the abbey-lands would foon bear down all fuch con- 
siderations* and be an effeftual incitement to their 
perverfion : and fo he goes gravely on, as with the 
only argument which he thinks can have any force, 
to affure them, that " the parochial pricfts in Ro- 
" man-Catholic countries are much poorer than in 
«* ours ; the feveral orders of regulars, and the 
** magnificence of their church, devouring all their 
'* treafure ; and, by confequence, their hopes are 
** vain of expecting to be richer after the introduc- 
** tion of Popery.** 

But, after all, his Lordlhip defpairs that even 
this argument will have any force with our abomi- 
nable clergy; becaufe, to ufe his own words, ** they 

*«are 



OF SARUM's INTRODUCTION. 39 

** are an infenfible and degenerate race, who arc 
*• thinking of nothing but their prefcnt advan- 
" tages ; and, fo that they may now fupport a lu- 
** xurious and brutal courfc of irregular and vo- 
'* luptuous praftices, they are eufily hired to be- 
** tray their religion, to fell thtir country, and 
" give up that liberty, and thofe properties, which 
** are the prefent felicities and glories of this nation." 

He feems to reckon all thele evils as matters ful- 
ly detei mined on, and therefore falls into the laft 
ufual form of defpair, by threatening the authors 
of thefe miferies with ** lading iniamy, and the 
" curfes of pofterity upon periidious betrayers of 
" their truft." 

Let me turn this paragraph into vulgar language, 
for the ufe of the poor ; and ftridlly adhere to the 
fenfe of the words. I believe it may be faithfully 
tranilated in the following manner. " The bulic 
** of the clergy, and one thh-d of the bifhops, are 
" ftupid fons of whores, who think of nothing but 
" getting money as foon as they can : if they may 
" but procure enough to fupply them in gluttony, 
" drunkennefs, am) whoring, they arc ready to 
" turn traitors to God and their country, and 
" make their fellow-fubjc£lg fiaves." The reft of 
the period, about threatening infamy, and ilie 
curfes of pofterity, upon fuch dogs and villains,. 
may ftand as it doth In the Biftiop*s own phrale ; 
and fo make the paragraph all of a piece. 

I will engage, on the other fide, to paraphrafe 
all the rogues and rafcals in the Engliflunan, fo as 
to bring them up exactly to his Lordfliip's ftyle. 
But, for my own part, I much prefer the plain 
Billingfgate way of calling names, becaufe it exprefP 
eth our meaning full Jis well, and would fave abun- 
dance of time which is loft by circumlocution : fo, 
for inftance, John Dunton, who is retained on the 
fame fide with the Bifhop, calls my Lord Treafurcr 
aod Lord Bolingbroke traitors, whoremongers, and 
D 2 "jAcoXiwr^ 
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Jacobites ; which three words coft our Right Re- 
verend author thrice as many lines to define them ; 
and I hope his Lordihip doth not think there is aixy 
difference, in point of morality, whether a mao 
caiis me traitor in one word^ or fays I am one 
•* hired to betray my religion, and fell my country.'* 
I am not furprifed to fee the Bifhop mentioa 
with contempt all convocations of the clergy ; far 
Toland, Afgil, Monmouth, Colms, Tindal, and 
others of the fraternity, talk the very fame lan- 
guage. His Lordfhip confcffeth he is not inclined 
^* to expeft much from the aflcmblies of clergy- 
*' men." There lies the misfortune : for if he and 
ibme more of his order would correft their incli^ 
nations, a great deal of good might be expe£led 
from fuch aflemblies ; as much as they are now 
cramped by that fubmiffion which a corrupt clergy 
))rought upon their innocent fucceffors. He " will. 
*'. not deny:, that his copioufnefs in thefe matters 
" is, in his own opinion, one Qf the meaneft parts 
" of his new work," I will agree with him, un- 
lefs he happens to be more copious in any thing 
clfe. However, it is not eafy to conceive, why 
ht ihowld be f:) copious upon a fubjeft he fo much 
Uefpifeth, unlefs it were to gratifjr his tukat of 
railing at the clergy ; in the number of whom he 
difdains to be reckoned, becaufe he is a bifliop ; 
for it is a ftyle I obferve fome prelates have -fallea 
into of late years, to talk of clergymen as if them- 
selves were not oiF the number. You will read in 
many of their fpeeches at Dr. SacheverePs trials 
e^i^prcflions to this oi: the like effefl : ** My Lords, 
^' if clergymen be fuffered," &c. wherein they 
feem to have reafon : and I am pretty confident^ 
that a great majority of the clergy were heartily 
inclined to difown any relation they had to the ma- 
nagers in lawn. However, it was a confounding 
argument again ft Prcfbytery, that thofe prelates 
whp are moft fufpefted to lean that way, treated 

their 
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tfaeir infmor bredir^n with haughtincfs, rigour, 
ami comenipt : although, to fay the truth, nothing 
better coiild be hoped for ; bccauic I believe it may 
pafs for an uoiverifd rule, that m every diocefc go- 
verned by bifhops of the Whig fpecies, the clergy 
(efjpecialfy the poorer fort) are under double diici* 
pline ; and the laity left to d^emfdves. The opi- 
nion of bir Thomas Moore, vchich he -produceth 
CD'prove the iU confequences or infignificancj of 
oonvocacions, advanceth no fuch thing ; but uiys, 
** If the clergy ailembled often, and might a<t as 
*' other afTembUcs of clergy in Chriftendom, much 
^ good mght ba^ come ;" bat the misfortune lay 
" in their loDg difufe, and that in his own, and a 
** good part of his father's tkne, they never came* 
•* together, except at the command of the prince." 
I ftippoTe his Lordfiiip thinks there is fome on* 
ginal impediment in the ftudy of divinity, or fecret 
incapacity in a gown and caRbck ^vithont bLwn», 
which difqualifi^ all inferior clergymen from de- 
bating upon £eA!Je£)» of doctrine or difcipline 4n the 
dmrch. It is -a famous faying of his. That ^' he 
^ looks upon.^every layman «o be an honeft Bian, . 
** until he is by experience convinced to • the con- 
** trary ; and on. every clergyman as a knave, un- 
** til he finds him to be an heneft man." What 
0|Hnion tiien. tismk we have of a lower houfe of 
convocation,. trhere, I am conlident, hewillhard^ 
fy find three peribns 4hat ever convinced him of- 
their honeliy^ <tr will ever be at the pains to do it ?l 
Nny, I am afraid they, would think fuch a convic- 
taon might be nd very advantageous bargain, to^ 
gain the character of an hcmie(^ vnan vMh hisLord- 
Ihip, and kyle it with the reft of the world . 

in thevnoufi cou^ordate that vrsis m?cdc between* 
Francis I. of France and Pope Leo X. Ihe Bifliop 
tells -us, that ** *he King and Pope came to a bar- 
** gain, by which they divided the liberties of thijr 
** Galilean church between them, and indeed ^qna^ite 
D 3 f' inflaved- 
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'* inflavcd it." He intends, in the third part o£ 
his hiftory, which he is going to publifti, ** to o- 
** pen this whole matter to the world." In the 
mean time he mentions-fbme ill confequences to the 
Galilean church from that concordate^ which are 
worthy to be obferved. ** The church of France 
•* became a flave ; and this change in their confti- 
** tution put an end, not pnly to national, but e- 
** ven to provincial fynods, in that kingdom. The 
'* affembUes of the clergy there meet now only to 
^' give fubfidies, &c,'* And he fays, "Our nation 
•* may fee by that proceeding, what it is to deliver 
" up the eflential liberties of a free conflitution to 
** a court." 

All I can gather from this matter is, that our 
King Henry made a much better bargain than his 
cotemporary Francis^ who divided the liberties of 
the church between himfelf and the Pope, while 
the King of England fcized them all to him- 
felf. But how comes he to number the want of 
fynods in the Gallican church among the griev- 
ances of that coKcordate^ and as a mark of their 
flavery, fince he reckons all convocations of the 
clergy in England to be ufelefs and dangerous ? Or 
what diflFerence, in point of liberty, was there be- 
tween the Gallican (Jhurch under Francis, and the 
EngliQi under Harry ?For the latter was as much a 
Papift as the former, unlefs in the point of obedi- 
ence to the fee of Rome ; and in every quality of a 
good man, or a good prince, (except perfonal cou- 
rage, wherein both were equal), the French mo- 
narch had the advantage, by as many degrees as is 
poiUble for one man to have over another. 

Henry VIII. had no manner of intention to 
change religion in his kingdom. He continued to 
perfecute and bum Proteftants, after he had caft 
off the Pope's fupremacy ; and Ifuppofe his feizur* 
of ecclefiaftical revenues (which Francis never at- 
tempted) cannot be reckoned as a mark of the 

church's 
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church's liberty. By the quotation the Bifliop 
fets down to fhew the flavery of the French 
church, he reprefcnts it as a grievance, that 
** Rifhops are not now ekdled there as former- 
" ly, but wholly appointed by the prince; and 
^' that thofe made by the court have been ordina- 
" rily the chief advancers of fchifms, herefies, and 
" oppreflionsof the church." He cites another 
pafiage from a Greek writer, and plainly iniinuates, 
that it is juftly applicable to her Majefty's reign ; 
** Princes chufe fuch men to that charge (of 
'* a biihop), who may be their ilaves, and in 
'* all things obfequious 'to what they prefcribe, 
" and may lie at their feet, and have not fo much 
" as a thought contrary to their commands." 

Thefe are very fingular paflkges for his Lordfhip 
to fet down, in order to Ihew the difmal confe- 
fequences of the French concordate^ by the flavery 
of the Galilean church compared with the freedom 
of ours. I ihall not enter into a long difpute, 
better it were for religion, that bifliops Ihould 
be chofen by the clergy, or the people, or 
both together. I believe our author would give 
his vote for the fecond, (which however would not 
have been of much advantage to himfelf, and fome 
others that I could name) : but \ alk, whether bi- 
ihops are any more elected in England than in 
France ? and the want of fyhods are in his own o- 
pinion, rather a bleffing than a grievance ; unlefs 
he will affirm, that more good can be expedted 
from a Popiih fynod than an Englifh convocation.^ 
Did the French clergy ever receive a greater blow 
to their liberties, than the fubmiffion made to Hen- 
ry VIII . or fo great a one as the feifure of thekr 
lands ; the reformation owed nothing to the 
good intentions of King Henry. He was only an 
inftrument of it (as the logicians fpeak) by acci- 
dent ; nor doth he appear, throughout his whole 
reign, to have had any other views than thofe of 
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gratifying his infatiable love of power, cruelty, op- 
preffion, and other irregular appetites. But this 
kingdoai, as well as many other parts of Europe, 
was at that time generally weary of the corruption^ 
tad impofitions of the Roman court and church, 
and difpofed to receive thofe dodbrines which Lu*' 
ther and his follcMrers had univerfally fpread. 
Cranmer the Archbiihop, Cromwell, and others of 
the court, did fecretly embrace the reformation;, 
and the King's abrogating the Pope's fuprcmacjr^ 
made thie people in general run into the new doc* 
trine with greater fr^om, becauie they hoped to 
be fr^pported in it by the authority and example- of 
their IMnce; who difappoimcd them fo far, that 
he made no other ftep, than reje£Hng the Pope's. 
iupremacy, as a clog upon his own power and paf- 
fions ; but retained every corruption besides, and 
became a cruel perfecutor, as well of thofe who 
cieniedhis own fiipremacy, as of all others who 
profcffed any Proteftant doftrinc. Neither iath 
any thing difgufted me more, an reading the hifto- 
xaes of thofe times, than to ieeome of the worft 
princes of any age or country celebrated as an in- 
fh-ument in that glorious work of the reforma- 
tion. 

llie Biihop, hiving gone over all the matters 
idiat properly fall within his introdudtion, proceeds 
to expoftulate with fcveral forts of people, TirA. 
witih Proteftants who are no Chridians ; fuch as, 
Hthcifts, Dcifts, Freethinkers, and the like ene- 
mies to Chriftianity : bat theft he treats with (he 
tcodemefs of a friend, becaufe they are all of 
them of found Whi^ principles in diurch and 
ftate. However, to do him juftice, he li^tly 
touchcth fome old topics for the truth of the gof- 
pel ; and concludes, by ** wifhing that the Free* 
*' thinkers wouki confidcr well, If "(/^7^/.whedi€r) 
** they think it is poffible to bring a nation on to 
*^ be without any religioaat all; and what the con* 
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fcqucnces of that may prove:" and, in cafe they 
allow the negative, he gives it clearly for Chriftia- 
nicy. 

Secondly, Heapplieth hknfelf (if I take his mean- 
ing r^ht) to Chriftian Papifts, " who liave a taflc 
** of liberty;" and defires them to " compare the 
" abfurdity of their own religion with the reafon^ 
•* ablenefs of the reformed; " againft which,as good 
luck would have it, I have nothing to obje^. 

Thirdly, He is fomewhat rough againft his own 
party, *^ who having tafted the fwects of Protef- 
" tant liberty, can look back fo tamely on Popery, 
" coming on them;" it looks as if they were be- 
witched, or that the devil were in them, to be fo 
negligent. ** It is not cnougli, tliat they rcfolve not 
" to turn PapifVs themfelvcs; they ought to a- 
" waken all about them, even the moft ignorant 
'* and ftupid, to apprehend tiieir danger, and to 
** exert themfelves, with their utmoft induftry, to 
" guard againft it, and to refift it. If, after all 
" their endeavours to prevent it, the corruption of 
** the age, and the art and power of our enemies, 
'* prove too hard for us ; then, and not untU 
" thcn^ we miift fubmit to the v/ill of God, and 
" be iilent ; and prepare ourfclves for all the ex. 
*' tremities of fuffering and of mifery ; " with si 
great deal more of the fame ftrain. 

W ith due fubmiflion to the profound fagacity of 
this prelate, who can fmell Popery at five hundred 
miles diftance, better than Fanaticifm juft under 
his nofe, I take leave to tell him, that this reproof 
to his friends for want of zeal and clamour againft 
Popery, flavery, and the Pretender, is what they have 
not deferved. Are the pamphlets and papers daily 
publifhed by the fublime authors of his party, full 
of any thing elfe ? Are not the Queen, the mini- 
fters, the majority of Lords and commons, loudly 
taxed in print whh this charge againft them at full 
length ! Is it not the pci-petual echo of every Whig 
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4<S A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

coffee-houfe and club? Have they not quartered 
Popery and the Pretender upon the peace and trea- 
ty of commerce ; upon the pofTcfling, and quitting, 
and keeping, and demolilhing of Dunkirk ? Have 
they not clamoured, becaufe the Pretender conti- 
nued ID France, and becaufe he left it ? Have they 
bot reported, that the town fwariiicd with many 
thoufand Papifts ; when, upon fearch, there were 
never found fo few of that religion in it before ? 
If a clergyman preacheth obedience to the higher 
powers, is he not immediately traduced as a Papift ? 
Can mortal man do more ? To deal plainly, my 
Lord, your friends are not . ftrong enough yet to 
make an infurreftion; and it is unreafonable to 
cxpc(5l one from them, until their neighbours be 
rcadv. 

My Lord, I have a little ferioufnefs at heart upon 
this point, where your Lordlhip affedts to fhew ip 
much. When you can prove, that one fingle worcl 
hath ever dropt from any minifter of ftate, in pub- 
lic or private, in favour of the pretender, or his 
caufe ; when you can make it appear, that, in the 
courfe of this adminiftration, fince the Queen 
thought fit to change her fervants, there hath one 
ftep been made towards weakening the Hanover ti- 
tle, or giving the leaft countenance to any other 
•whatfoever ; then, and not until then, go dry your 
chaff and ftubble, give fire to the zeal of your fac- 
tion, and reproach them with lukewarm nefs. 

Fourthly, The Bilhop applies himfelf to the To- 
ries in general ; taking it for granted, after his cha- 
ritable manner, that they are all ready prepared to 
introduce Popery, He puts an excufe into their 
mouths, by which they would endeavour to juftify 
their change of religion. ^* Popery is not what it 
'* was before the reformation ; things are now 
" much mended, and furher corrections might 
** be expefted. if we would enter into a treaty with 
?* them. In particular, they fee the error of pro- 
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•* ceeding feverely with heretics ; fo that there is 
** DO reafon to apprehend the returns of fuch cru- 
" ehies as were pra£Ufed an age and a half ago.'* 

This, he afliircs us, is a plea offered by the To- 
ries in defence of themfclves, for going about at 
this junfhire to eflablUh the Popifh religion among 
us. What argument doth he bring to prove the 
faftitfclf? 

^ibus indlcis, quo Ufte^ prohavitf 
Nil horum : verbofa et grandis epiftola venit. 

Nothing but this tedious introduAion, wherein he 
fuppofeth it all along as a -thing granted. That 
there might be a perfeft union in the whole Chri- 
ftian church, is a blefling which every good man 
wifheth, but no reafonable man can hope. That 
the more polite Roman Catholics have, in feveral 
places! given up fome of their fuperflitious foppe- 
ries, particularly concerning legends, relics, and 
the like, is what no body denies. But the mate- 
rial points in difference between us and them, arc 
univerfally retained and aflcrted in all their conro- 
vcrilal writings. And if his Lordfliip really thinks, 
that every man who differs from him, under the 
name of a Tory, in fome church and ft'te opinions 
i> ready to believe tranfubftantiation, purgatory, 
the infallibility of Pope or councils, to worlhip 
faints and angels, and the like ; I can only pray 
God to enlighten his underflanding, or graft in his 
heiU*t the firfl principles of charity; a virtue which 
fome people ought not by any means wholly to re- 
nounce, ** becaufe it covercth a multitude of 
** fins." 

Fifthly, Tlie Bifliop applies himfelf to his own 
party in botli houfcs of parliament, whom he ex- 
horts to ** guard their religion and liberty againfl 
" all danger, at what diflance foever it may appear. 
" If they arc abfcnt and rcmifs on critical occa- 
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•* fions ;*' that is to fay, if they do not attend 
cloTe next feffions to vote, upon all oecafions what-' 
ever, againft the proceedings of the Qjjeen and her 
mioiftry ; ** or if any views of advantage to them- 
•• felves prevail on them ;" in other words, if any 
of them vote fbi* the bHl of commerce, in hopes of 
a place or a penfion, a title or a garter, Gk)d " may 
*' work a deliverance for us another way;" (that 
is to fay, by inviting the Dutch) :. *^ hut thej and 
** their families," i. e, thofe who are negligent or 
revoltcrs, " fhall perilh." By which is meant, 
they fhall be hanged, as well as the prefent mini- 
ftry, and their abettors, as foon as we recover our 
power, " becaufe they let in idolatry, iuperftition, 
** and tyranny ;" becaufe they flood by, and fuf- 
fered the peace to be made, the bill or commerce 
to pafs, and Dunkirk to lie undemolifhed longer 
Aan we expefted, without raifing a rebellion* 

His laft application is to the Tory clergy, a par- 
cel of " blind, ignorant, dumb, fleeping, greedy, 
** drunken dogs," A pretty artful Kpiftopal me- 
thod is this, of calling his brethren as many inju- 
rious names as he pleafeth. It is but quoting a text 
of fcripture, where the characters of evil men arc 
dcfcribed, and the thing is done ; and, at the famtf 
,time, the appearances of piety and devotion pre- 
fcrved. I would engage, with the help of a good 
concordance, and the liberty of perverting holy* 
writ, to Rnd otit as many injurious appellations, as 
the JEnglifhman throws out in any of his politic pa- 
pers,- and apply them to thofe perfons " who call 
*' good evil, and evil good ;" to thofe who cry 
without caufe, " Every man to his tent, O Ifraei !" 
and to thofe who ** curfe the Queen in their 
«' hearts!** 

Thefe decent words, he tells us, make up a 
*• lively defcription of fuch paftors as will not ftu- 
** dy controverfy, nor know the depths of Satan." 
He means, I fuppofe, the controverfy between us 
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and the Papifh ; for as to the Freethinkers and 
Difienters of every denomination^ they are fome of 
the beft friends to the caufe. Now, I have been 
told, there is a body of that kind of controverfy 
publifhed by the London divines, which is not to be 
matched in the world. I believe likewife there is 
a -good number of the clergy at prefent thoroughly 
verfed in that ftudy. After which I cannot but 
give my judgement, that it would be a very idle 
diing for paftors in general to bufy thcmfclves much 
in difputes againft Popery ; it being a dry, heavy 
employment of the mind at beft, ei'pecially when, 
God be thanked, there b fo little occaiion for it in 
the generality of parifhes throughout the kingdom, 
and muft be daily lefs and lefs by the juft iievcrity 
of the laws, and the utter averiion of our people 
from that idoiatrous fuptrftition. 

If I might be fo bold to name thofe who have the 
honour to be of his LordQiip's party, I v/ould ven- 
ture to tell him, that paftors have much more t>c- 
cafion to ftudy controverfies againft the feveral 
xiaffes of Freethinkers and Diffenters ; the former 
(1 beg his Lordihips pardon for faying fo) being a 
little worfe than Papifts, and both of them more 
dangerous at prefent to our conftitution both in 
church and ftate. Not that I think Preibytery fo 
corrupt a fyftem of Chriftian religion as Popery ; 
I believe it is not above one third as bad ; but I 
think the Prefbyterians, and their clans of other' 
Ainatics, of Freethinkers and Atheifts that dangle 
after them, are as well inclined to pull down the 
prefent cftablifliment of monarchy and religion, as 
any fet of Papifts in Chriftendom : and therefore 
that our danger, as things now ftand, is infinitely 
greater from our Proreftant enemies : becaufe they 
are much more able to ruin us, and full as willing. 
Tlierc is no doubt but Prefljytery and a common- 
wealth are lefs formidable evils than Popery, flavc 
ly, and the pretender : for if the fanatics were In 

Vol. IX. E ^owct^ a 
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power, I Oiould be in more apprehenfioa of beioi; 
ftarved than burned. But there are probably in 
England forty Diflenters of all kinds, including 
their brethren the Freethinkers, for one Papifl ; 
and allowing one Papift to be as terrible as three 
DiiTenters, it will appear by arithmetic, that we arc 
thirteen times and one third more in danger of be*. 
ing ruined by the latter than the former. 

The other qualification neceflary for all .paftors, 
if they will not be, blind, ignorant, greedy, drunk- 
en dogs, 8cc, is ** to know the depths of Satan.'* 
This is harder than the former ; that a poor gen- 
tleman ought not to be par (on, vicar, oi* curate 
of a parifh, except he be cunninger than the deviL 
I am afraid it will be difficult to remedy this defe£)^ 
•for one manifeft reafon, becaufe whoever had only 
half the cunning of the devil, would never take up 
with a vicarage of ten pounds a year, to liv^ on at 
his tafe^ as my Lord exprefTeth it ; but feek out foir 
fome better livelihood. His Lordflupis of a natioA 
yery much diftinguiflied for that qudlity of cunning 
^(although they have a great many better), and I 
^ink he was never accufed for wanting his fhare. 
^However, upon a trial of ikill, I would venture to 
lay fix to four on the devil's fide, who muft be aW 
lowed to be at leafl the older praAitioner. Telling 
truth fhames him, and refifiance makes him fly; 
but to attempt outwitting him, is to fight him at 
his own weapons, and confequently no cunning at 
all. Another thing I would obferve, is, that a 
man may be }n the depths of Satan, without know* 
ing them all ; and fuch a man may be fo far in Sa- 
tan's depths, as to be out of his own. One of the 
depths of Satan v^ to counterfeit an angel of light. 
Another, I believe, is, to flir up the people againfl 
their governors, by falie fuggeflions of danger. , A 
third is, to be a prompter to falfe brethren, and to 
fend wolves about in iheq>'s cloathing. Some- 
\ lie icnds Jefuiu about EoglaiMl in the habit 
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and cant of fanatics*;; at ether times he hath fana* 
tk miffionarie» m the habits of ■ ■■ I fhall 

mention but one more of Satan's depths, for I 
confefs I know not the hundredth part of them ; 
and that is, to employ his emiiTaries in crying out 
againft remote imaginary dangers, by which we 
may be taken off from defending ouidlelves againft 
duMC which are really juft at our elbows. 

But his Lordihtp draws towards .a coBchxfion^ 
and bkk ua,. **- kxifc about, to confider the danger 
*^ we are in,, before it is^too late ;" for he afliint 
us, we are already ** going mto iome of the worft 
^ parts of Popery.'' like the man who was fo 
much in hafte for his new coat, that he put it on 
the wrong fide out. *' Auricular confeflion, 
** prieftlyabfolution^.andtbeiacrificecrf'theroais,*' 
have made great pn^;reis in Eo^and^ and no body 
Jsmh obfenred it ; iesexal other ropifh points '< are 
^ carried ik^er wich us tlun !by the pricfts them- 
^ iehres :^ sad ibmebody» it ieems, had the *^ im- 
^ .pudence to ^propofe;an union fwiih»tfae Galilean 
^ church/' I have indeed heard, that Mr. Leflie 
publifhed a difcourfe to that .purpofe, which I have 
never ieen ; nor do I perodn^e the evil in propofing 
an union between any two churches Jn Clu'iften- 
dom^ Widiout doulx, Mr. Leflie is moft un- 
hs^pify mifled in his politics ; but if he be the au- 
tbor of the late tra£t againft Popery *, he hath 
pven the world iuch a proof of his fbundnefs in 
idqpon^ a» many a bifliop ought to be proud of« 
I never faw die gentleman in my life. I know he 
is die fon of a great and excellent prelate, who up^ 
•n feveral accounts^ was one of the moft extraor* 
dinary men of Us age Mr. Leflie hath written' 
many uieful difcouries upon feveral fubjefis ; and 
katb £6- well deferved of the Chriftian religion^ 
and the church of England in particular, that to 
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accufe him of ** impudence for propofing an trnion*' 
in two very different faiths, is a ftyle which I hope 
few will imitate. I deteft Mr. Leflie's political 
principles as much as his Lordfhip can do for hif 
heart ; but I verily believe he a^s from a miflaken 
confcience, and therefore I diftinguifh between the 
principles and the perfon. However, it is fome 
mortification to me, when I fee an avowed nonju^ 
ror contribute more to the confounding of Popery, 
than could ever be done by a hundred thoufand 
fuch introduAions as this. 

His Lordfliip ends with difcovering a fmall ray 
of comfort. " God be thanked, there arc many^ 
'* among us that ftand upoH the watch-tower, and 
'' that give faithful warning ; that (land in the 
** breach, and make themfelves a wall for theif 
** church and country ; that cry to God day and 
*^ night, and lie in the duft mourning -before him^ 
*^ to avert thofe judgements that fecm to baften to^ 
•* wards us. They fearch into the myftery of ini^ 
** quity that is working among us, and acquaint 
** themfelves with that mafs of corruption that is 
*' in Popery." He prays, ** that the number of 
** thefe may increafe, and that he may be of that 
" number, ready either to die in peace, or to fcal 
** that dodtrine he hatli been preaching above fifty 
** years with his blood." This being his laft para- 
graph, I have made bold to tranfcribe the moft 
important parts of it. His defign is to end after 
the manner of orators, with leaving tlie flrongeft 
impreffion pofiible tipon the minds of his hearers. 
A great breach is made, ^* the myftery of Popifh 
** iniquity is working among us ;" may Go4^ avert 
thofe ** judgements that are haftcning towards us !" 
I am an old man, " a preacher above fifty years ;" 
and I now expeft, and am ready to die a martyr 
for the doftrines I have preached. What an ami- 
able idea doth he here leave upon our minds of her 
Majefty and her government ! He hath been poring 
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{6 long upon Fox's book of martjrSy that he iaur 
gines himfelf living in the reign of Queen Manr» 
and is refolved to fet up for a knight-errant againft 
Pppery. Upon the fiippofition of his being in ear- 
neft, (which I am (ure he is not), it would require 
but a very little more heat of imagination to make 
a hiftory of fuch a knight's adventures. What 
would he fay to behold the fires kindled in Smith* 
field, and all over the town, on the 17th of Novem- 
ber ; to behold the Pope borne in triumph on the 
ihoulders of the people, with a Cardinal on the 
one fide, and the Pretender on the other ? He 
would never believe it was Queen £Iifabeth*s day^ 
but of her perfecuting fi(ler. In fbort, how eafi- 
I7 might a windmill be taken for the whore of Ba- 
bylon, and a puppet-fhow for a Popifh procc^on i 
But enthufiafm is none of his Lord(hip's facul* 
ty. I am inclined to believe, he might be ntelan* 
cholly enough when he wrote hisintrodu£Hoa. The 
defpair at. his age of feeing a fa£Hon reftorcd, to 
which he hath facrificed fo great part of his life ; 
the little fuccefs he can hope for in cafe he fhoukl 
refume thofe high-chu/ch principles, in defence oF* 
which he firfl employed his pen ; no vifible expe^« 
don of removing to Farnham or Lambeth;, and, 
lailly, the misfortune of being hated by every one^ 
who either wears the habit, or values the profefiion, 
of a clergyman ; no wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch 
a fituation, is provoked beyond the regards of truths 
decency, religion, or felf- conviction. To do him 
juflice, he feems to have nothing elfe left, but to cry 
out, " Halters, gibbets, faggots, inquifition, Po- 
" pery, flavery, and the pretender." But in the 
mean time, he little confiders what a world of miA 
chief he doth to his caufe. It is very convenieiu few 
the prefent defigns of that fadion, to fprcaAthe o- 
pinion of our immediate danger from l\)pcry and 
the pretender. His direftors therefore ought, in 
my humble opinion, to have employed Im LorcU 
E 3 ' (liip 
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Ihip in ptiblifbing a book, wherein he ihould liftte 
affirmed, by the moft folemn afieveradons, <thit 
jdl things were fafe and well: for the world ^htdi 
contraAed fo ftrong a habit of believing 'him badL- 
wards, diat I am confident nine parts in tea of 
thofe who have read or heard of his introdudion» 
have flept in greater fecurity ever-fince. It is likeljf 
the melancholy tone of a watch-man at midnig^t^ 
who thumps with his pole as if fome thief wtre 
breaking in ; but you know -by the noife that the 
door is faft. 

However, he thinks God there are many among 
uswhoftandin the breach. I believe they may i 
it is a breach of their own making ; and they de« - 
fign to come forward, and ftorm, and plunder, if 
ihey ^ not driven back. *' They make themfehres 
■* a wall for the church, and country.*^ A ibuth 
wall, I fuppofe, for all the beft fruit of the church 
and country to be nailed on. I^et us examine this 
metaphor. The *♦ wall of our church and country" 
is built of thofe who love the conflitution in both. 
Our domeftic enemies undermine fome parts of the 
wall, and place themfelves in the breach, and then 
they cry, ** We are the wall/' We do not like 
fuch patch-work ; they build with un tempered mor- 
tar ; nor can they ever cement with us, till they 
get better materials, and better workmen. God 
keep us from having our breaches made up with 
fuch rubbifh ! " They ftand upon the watch* 
*^ tower !** They are indeed pragmatical enough to 
do fo ; but who affigned them that poft, to givcua 
falfc intelligence, to alarm us with falfe dangers, 
and fend us to defend one gate, while their ac- 
complices are breaking in at another ? ** They cry 
" to God day and night to avert the judgement of 
** Popery, which feems to haften towards us.*' 
Then I affirm, they are •* hypocjites by day, and 
♦* filthy dreamers by night : when they ciy unto 
-♦* him, he will not hear themj" for they cry a- 

gaiofl 
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gunft the ]daincft dUfauei of their own confcieace, 
reafony and belief. 

• But laftijy ^* they lie in the dnft mourning beforo 
'* him." Hang me, if I believe-that, unlefs it be 
figuratively ipoken. But fuppoie it to be true, why 
do th^-Ue in the duft ? Becaufe they love to raile 
k. For what do they mourn ?• Why, for power, 
wealth, and places. There let the enemies of the 
^een, and monarchy, and the church, ** lie, and 
^* moom, and lick the duil like ferpents,*' till thev 
are truly fendbie of their ingratitude, .falfehooOf 
difobedienoe, flander, blafphemy, fedition, -and 
and every evil work. 

■ I cannot 'find in my heart to conclude, without 
offering his Lordfliip a little humble advice upoa 
finne certain points. 

Firft, I would advife him, if it be not too late la 
Us life, to^^endeavour a little at mending his ftyle^ 
which is mighty defective in the circumftances of 
grammar, propriety, politenefs, and imoothnefs. 
I fitocied at firft it might be owing to the prevalenciB 
of his paffion, as people fputter out nonfenie tor hafVe 
when they are in a rage. And indeed I believe thb 
piece before me hath received fome additional im- 
perfections from that occafion. But whoever hath 
heard his fermons, or read his other traAs, will 
find him very unhappy in the choice and difpoii« 
don of his words ; and for want of variety, repeat*^ 
ing them, efpecially the particles, in a manner very 
grating to an Englifh ear. But I confine myfelf to 
die introdu^on, as his laft work ; where^ endea« 
vouring at the rhetorical flowers, he gives us only 
bunches of thii^les ; of which I could prefent the 
reader with a plentiful crop ; but I refer him to er 
very page and line of the pamplct itfclf , 

Secondly, I would moil humify advife his Lordfhip 
to examine a little into the nature of truth, and 
fometimes to hear what fhe fays. I fhall produce 
two inft^nces among an Jiundred. When he aflerts. 
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that we are *^now in more danger of Popery thaa 
" towards the end of King Charles II. 's reign;** 
and gives the broadeO: hints, that the Queen, the 
miniftrfy the parliament, and the clergy, are juft 
going to introduce it ; I defire to know, whether 
he really thinks truth is of his fide, or whether he 
be not Aire fhe is againft him ? If the latter, then 
timth and he will be found in two different ftories ; 
and which are we to believe ? Again, when he 
gravely adviles the Tories not to light the fires ia 
Smithfield, and goes on, in twenty places alread]^ 
quoted, as if the bargain was made for Pppery and 
flavery to enter ? I alk again, whether he hath rightr 
ly cbnfidered the nature of truth ?; I defire to put z/ 
parallel cafe. Suppofe his Lordihip ihould take it 
into his fancy to write and publifli a letter to anj 
gentleman of no infamous character jFbr hi^ religi- 
on or morals ; and there advife htm with great ear- 
neftnefs not to rob or fire churches, ravifh his 
daughter, or murder his father : fhew him the &a 
and the danger of thefe enormities ; that if he flat^ 
tered himfelf he could efcape in difguife, or bribe 
his jury, he was grievoufly miftaken ; that he muft 
in all probability forfeit .his goods and chattels, d}Q 
an ignominious death, and be curfed by pofterity ; 
would not fuch a gentleman juftly think himfelf 
highly injured, although his Lordihip did not af^^ 
firm, that the faid gentleman had picklocks or com« 
buftibles ready ; that he had attempted his daugh- 
ter, and drawn his fword again ft his father in order 
to ftab him ? whereas, in the other cafe, this writer 
afiirms over and over, that all attempts for intro- 
ducing Popery and flavery are already made, the 
whole bufmefs concerted, and that little lefs than a 
miracle can prevent our ruin. 

Thirdly, I could heartily wifh bis Lordfhip would 
-not undertake to charge the opinions of one or 
two, and thofe probably nonjurors, upon the whole 
body of the nation that diiicrs from him. Mr. 
. , Leflic 
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Ldlle writ a " propofal for an union with the Galli- 
'* can church;" fomebody clfe hath " carried the 
** neceffityof priefthood in point of baptiAn further 
" than Popery ;" a third hath *^ affcrted the inde- 
*^ pendency of the chureh on the ftate, and in ma/- 
'' ny things arraigned the fupremacy of the crown &'' 
dien he (peaks in a dubious iniinuating way, as if 
Ibme other Popiih tenets had been already advan- 
ced ; and at laft concludes in this afieAed ftrain of 
defpondency, ''What will all thefe thincs end in ? and 
** on what defign are they driven f Alas, it is too 
'' vifible !" It is as clear as the fun, that thefe au- 
thors are encouraged by the miniftry, with a de- 
fign to bring in Popery ; and in Popery all thefe 
things will end. 

I never was fo uncharitable to believe, that the 
whole party of which his Lbrdfhip profefieth him- 
ielf a member, had a real formed defign of efta* 
blifh Atheiim among us. The reafon why the Whigs 
have taken the Atheifis or Freethinkers into their 
body, is, becaufe they wholly agree in their politi- 
cal Ichemes, and differ very little in church power 
and difcipline. However, I could turn the argu- 
ment againft his Lordihip with very great advan- 
tage, by quoting parages from fifty pamphlets 
wholly made up of Whiggifm and Athcifm, and 
then conclude, " What will all thefe things end in ? 
*• and on what defign are they driven ? Alas, it is 
" too vifible!" 

Lafily, I would beg his Lordfhip not to be fo 
exceedingly outrageous upon the memory of the 
dead, becaufe it is highly probable, that in a very 
fhort time he will be one of the number. He hath 
in plain words given Mr. Wharton the charafter 
of a moft malicious, revengeful, treacherous, ly- 
ing, mercenary villain. To which I fliall only fay, 
that the direft reverfe of this amiable defcription is 
what appears from the works of that moft learned 
divine, and from the accounts given me by thofc 
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•who knew him much better Aan the Bifhop feemc 
:to have done. I meddle not with the moral part 
of this treatment. God Almighty fbr^ii^e his LorcB- 
Aiip thb manner of revenging himfelf ; and then 
•ihere will be but little confequence from an accufa- 
tton, which the dead cannot fed, and which none 
•f Reliving wttlbelievt .^ 
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A complere Collection of Ginteel 
and Ingenious Conve&jsatxon^ ac« 
jcordiog to the moft polite mode and me- 
thod now ufed at court, and in the beft- 
companies of England ^, 

In Three Dialogue i. 
By SIMCMJ WAGSTAFT, Ef<i; 

An Introdution. 

AS my life hath been chiefly fpcnt in confuhing 
the honour and welfare of jny country for 
more dian forty years paft, not without unaniwer* 
able fuccefs, if the world and my friends have not 
flattered me; fo there is no point wherein I have 
fo much laboured, as that of improving and polilh* 
ing all parts of converfation between perfons of 
quality, whether they meet by accident or invitationi 
at meals^ tea, or viiits> mornings, noons, or even- 
ings. 

• Th:» trcatifc appears to hare been writ^cn with the fame Yiew 
•tthc *< uiticjl cHay on the facuhies of the mind"" [Vol 5.] but upon 
a more general plan. The ridicule^ which it there confined to lite- 
nrj compofition, h here extended to converfation : bat its obje£t is the 
Ume in both | the repetition of quaint phraf^s picked up by rute ei- 
ther from the living or the dead, and applied upon every occafton to 
conceal ignorance or Cupidity or to prevent the Ubour ot thoughts to 
prodvcc natitc fcatimcitt^ an4 combine fuch words as will prtcifely 

1 U^'^^ 
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I have pafled perhaps more time dian any other 
man of my age ai^ country in viiits and aflemblies, 
where the polite perfons of both fcxes difHngnifh 
themfelves ; and could not, without much grief, 
obferve how frequendy both eentlemen and ladies 
are at a loft for queftions, anlwers, replies, and re- 
joinders. However, my concern was much abared- 
when I found, that thefe defers were not occafion- 
cd by any want of materials, but becaufe thok ma- 
terials were not in every hand. For iaf^ance, one 
lady can give an anfwer better than alk a queftion : 
one gentleman is happy at a reply ; another excels 
in a rejoinder ; one can revive a languiftiing con- 
verfation by a fudden furprifing fentence ; another 
is more dextrous in feconding ; a third can £11 
the gap with laughing, or commending what has 
been faid. Thus freih hints may be flarted, and 
the ball of the difcourfe kept up. 

But alas ! this Is too feldom the cafe^ even in the 
moft feleft companies. How often do we fee at 
court, at public vjfiting days, at great m^ns levees, 
and other places of general meeting, that the con- 
verfation falls and drops to nothing, like a fire with- 
out fupply of fewel ? This is what we all ought lo* 
lament ; and againfl this dangerous evil I take upon 
me to affirm, that I have in the following papers 
provided an infollible remedy. 

h was in the year 1695, ^^^ ^^^ fixth of his late 
Majefty King William III, of ever glorious and 
immortal memory, who refcued three kingdoms 
from Popery and flavery, when, "being about the 
age of fix and thirty, my judgement mature, of 
good reputation in the world, and well acquainted 
with the beft families in town, I determined to fpend 
five mornings, to dine four times, pafs three after- 
noons, ^nd fix evenings, every week, in the hou- 
fes of the moft polite families, of which I would 
confine myfelf to fifty ; only changing as the ma- 
ilers or ladies died, or left the town, or grew out 
I of 
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#f YOgaCf or funk in their fortunes, or (which to 
me was of the higheft moment) became diflafie^ed 
to the government ; which practice I have followed 
ever iince to this very day ; except when I happen- 
ed to be ficky or in the fpleen upon cloudy wea- 
ther ; and except when I entertained four of each 
fex at my own lodgings once in a month, by way of 
retaliation. 

I always kept a large table-book in my pocket ; 
and as ibon as I left the company, 1 immediately 
entered the choiceft expreffiohs that pafled during 
the viGt ; which, returning home, I tranfcribed in 
a fur hand, but fomewhat enlarged : and had made 
the greateft part of my colle^ion in twelve years, 
but not digefted into any method ; for this I found 
was a work of infinite labour, and what required 
the nice ft judgement, and confequently could not 
be brought to any degree of perfection in leis than 
fixteen years more. 

Herein I refolved to exceed the advice of Horace, 
a Roman Poet, which I have read in Mr. Creech's 
admirable tranflation, that an author fhould keep 
his works nine years in his clofet, before he ven- 
ture to publifh them : and finding that I flill re- 
ceived fome additional flowers of wit and language, 
although in a very fmall number, I determined to 
defer the publication, to purfue my defign, and 
exhaufl: if poflible the whole fubje^, that I might 
prefent a complete fyftem to the world. For I am 
convinced by long experience, that the critics will 
be as i^fevcre as their old envy againft me can 
make them. I forefee they will obje^, that I have 
inferted many anfwers and replies which are neither 
witty, humorous, polite, nor authentic ; and have 
omitted others that would have been highly ufeful, 
as well as entertaining. But let them come to par- 
ticulars, and I will boldly engage to confute their 
malice. 

Vot.IX. F .For 
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Fortbefe laft fix or ftven years I have-aot beoi 
able to add above nine vakisibk; ientences to 
^m*kh. my coileclion; fi-om wkeoce I coackide^ 
that what remains will junoHot <^niy to a .tKide, 
However, if, after the publication of this woi*k« 
any Is^dy or gemleman* when they have read 1!^ 
ihaU find the leaii: thinj;, q£ iinp^rjtaace omitted) I 
defire they will pleafe to (upply my def)^^» by 
comaaunicating'to me their didl'coveries ; andtkeir 
letters may be dire&ed to Simon WagilaiF^ £% at 
his lodgings next door to the GtoTtKefter-head' ia 
St. James's ftreet^ (paying the poftage). In returm 
of which favour, I fhall make honourable mentioa 
of, their names in a (bort preface to the fecond edjp 
tion. 

In the mean tkae, I cannot but with Tome pride* 
and much pleafure, congratulate with tny dear coufir 
tryi which hath outdone all the nations of Europe^ 
in advancing the whole art of converfation to the 
^reateit height it is capable of reaching; ^id tliere- 
forep being tndrely convinced that t)^ cc^ie&JcOA I 
j)ow offer to the public is full and eompleie, I may 
at the fan^ time boklly a£irm, that the whole ge^ 
nius, humour^ politene&y and elOqueiKe of £ng> 
land are fummed up in it* Nor is the treafure 
fmall, wherein are ta be found at leaft a choufaftd 
ihining queiftions, aoAvers, reparnees^ rep}ies» Mfd 
rejoiAderf) fitted t4> adora every IdiyA of difcottrfe 
that an afTcmbly of £ngli& ladies aoid gentlemeih 
met together for their mutual entertainment, caa 
po^bly want ; efpecially wlien the feverak flowed 
ihaii be iet off aiid improved by the fpeakersi with 
every circumftance of preface aud circumltKV^iofif, 
ia proper terms ; and attended with praife, l»i^hr 
ter, or admiration. 

There ,is a na^<tral, ii^voluntary di^rtion ef the 
itMdcles> which Is the ai^aKymieal caufe of laughrter ; 
but there is another caufe of laughter whteh de- 
ceacy I'cquires, and is the undoubted mark of a 

good 
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good tafte, as well as of a polke obliging beha- 
viour ; nekker is this to be acquired without 
much obfervation, long praOice, and a fouiui 
jodgment. i^ did therefore once intend, for the 
eafe of the learner, to i'et down in ail parts, of the 
following dialogues, certain marks, dleriiks, or 
nota-bene'Sy (in Englifli, markiuclls)y after moftf 
queftions, and every reply or anfwer ; dircfting 
exactly the moment when one, two, or all the com* 
pany, ^re.. to laugh : but having duly confidcred^ 
that this expedient wo»uld too much enlarge the 
bo& of the volume, and'confequently the price I' 
and^ikewife that fomcthing ought to be left for in* 
genious readers to find out ; 1 have determined to* 
kave that whole a£air, although of great import- 
ance, to their, own discretion. 

T^ reader muf^ learn by all means to diftinguiih 
becwietsn proverbs, and thofe polite fpocches which 
bemuptHy cofiirerfadon % for, us to the former, I ut- 
terly T^t)8t them oiit of all ingenious difcourfe« I 
ackogrwledge indeed,- that there may poffliiy bs. 
found m this treatiib a few fayinge, among fo 
greait a number of fntart tur^is of wit and humour 
as I iiave produced, which have a proverbial air : 
hawwei*^ i hope it will be considered, that thefe 
wepe o6t originafiy |>ro verbs, but the genuine pro^ 
du^Hons of (vpc^^ior wits to enibellifh and fupport 
conircriation ;' from whence, wkh great improprie- 
ty, as well as plagiarifm, (if you will forgive a hard 
word), they have moft anjwioufly been tcansf erred 
kkto proverbial maxims ; and therefore in juiUct; 
ought to be reiumed out of vulgar hands, to adorn 
the drawing-rooms of princes, both male and £e^ 
male, the ievees of great minifters, as well as the 
toilet and tea-cable of the ladies. 

I can feiithfully affnre the reader, that there Is 

not ofie fingie witty phrafe in this whole collection ^. 

which hath not i^ceived the iftampand approbation 

ef at leaft one hundi«d years, aiMi how much 

F 2 loxi^^T^ 
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longer, it is hard to determine : he may therefore 
be lecure to find them all genuine, ikrling, and 
authentic. 

But before this elaborate treatife can become of 
univerf^l ufe and ornament to my native country^ 
two poiQts that will require time and much appU- 
cation, are abfolutely neceflary. 

For, fir ft, whatever perfon would afpirc to be 
,i. -completely witty, fmart, humourous, and polite^ 
muft, by hard labouri be able to retain in his me- 
mory every fingle fentence contained in this work, 
fo as never to be once at a lofs in applying the 
right anfwers, queftions. repartees, and the like^ 
immediately, and without ftudy or hefitation. 

And, fecondly, after a lady or gentleman hath 
fo well overcome this difficulty, as never to be at a 
lofs upon any emergency, the true management of 
every feature, and almoft of every limb, is equally 
necdOfary ; without which an infinite number of ab-^ 
furdities will inevitably enfue. For inftance, there 
' is hardly a polite fentence in the following dia- 
logues which doth not abfolutely require fome pe- 
culiar graceful motion in the eyes, or nofe, or 
mouth, or forehead, or chin, or fuitable toft of 
the head, with certain offices affigned to each hand ; 
and in ladies, the whole exercife of the fan, fitted to 
the energy of eveiy word they deliver ; by no 
means omitting the various turns and cadence of 
the voice, the twiftings, and movements, and dif- 
ferent poftures of the body, the fcvcral kinjis and 
gradations of laughter, which the ladies muft daily 
pradtife by the looking-glafs, and confult upon 
them with their waiting-maids. 
• My readers will foon obferve what a great com- 
pafs of real and ufeful knowledge this fcieoce in- 
cludes; wherein, although nature, affifted by a 
genius, may be very inftrumental, yet a ftrong me- 
mory and conftant application, together • with ex- 
ample and precept, will be highly oecefiary. For 

thefc 
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thcfe reafons I have often wifhed, that certain' mal^ 
and female inftruftors, perfcdlly verfed in this fci' 
cnce, would fct up fchools for the inftrufUon of 
young ladies and gentlemen therein. 

I remember about thirty years ago, there was a 
Bohemian woman, of that fpecies commonly known 
bv the name ofgy/Jtes, who carr.e over hither from 
France, and gennerally attended Isaac the^dancing- 
mafter, when he was teaching his art to mifTes of 
quality ; and while the young ladies were thus em- 
ployed, the Bohemian, ilanding at fome diftance,. 
but fiiU in their fight, a£ted before them all proper 
airs, and heavings of the head, and motions of the 
hands, and twillings of the body; whereof you 
may ftill obferve the good effech in fcveral of our 
elder ladies. 

After the fame manner, it were much to be de- 
fired, that fome expert gentlewoman gone to decay 
would fet up public fchools, wherein young girls of 
quality, or great fortunes, might firfl be taught to 
repeat this following f^em of converfation, which 
1 have been at fo much pains to compile ; and then 
to adapt every feature of their countenances, every 
turn of their hands, every fcrewing of their bo- 
dies, every exercife of their fans, to the humour of 
the fentences they hear or deliver in converfation : 
but above all to inftru6l them in every fpecies and 
degree of laughing in proper feafons at their own 
wit, or that of the company. And if the fons of 
the nobility and gentry, inftead of being fcnt to 
common fchools, or put into the hands of tutors at 
home, to learn nothing but words, were configned 
to able inftruftors in the fame art, I cannot find 
what ufe there could be of books, except in the 
hands of thofe who are to make learning • their 
trade, which is be low the dignity of perfon born 
to titles or eftates. 

It would, be another infinite advantage, that, by 
culuvating this fcience, we ihould wholly avoid the 
F 3 vexations • 
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•vexations and impertinence of pedants, who affeft to 
talk in a language not to be underflood ; and when- 
ever a polite perfon oflfers accidentally to ufe any of 
their jargon-terms, have the prefumption to hiugh 
at us for pronouncing thofe words in a gentecler 
manner. Whereas I do here affirm, that whenever 
any fine gentleman or lady condefcends to let a 
hard word pafs out of their mouths, every fy liable 
is fmoothed and polifhed in the paflage ; and it is a 
true mark of politenefi, both in writing and read- 
ing, to vary the orthography as well as the found ; 
becaufe we are infinitely better judges of what will 
plcafe a diftinguifhing ear,' than thofe who call 
thcmfclves fcholars^ can poflibly be ; who, confe- 
quently, ought to correft their books, and manner 
of pronouncing, by the authority of our example, 
from whofe lips they proceed with infinitely mor& 
beauty and fignificancy. 

But, in the mean time, until fb great, fo ufeful, 
and fo neceflary a defign can be put in execution, 
(which, confidering the good difpofition of our 
country at prcfent, I fhall not defpair of living to 
fee) let me recommend the following treatife, to be 
carried about as a pocket-companion, by all gentle- 
men and ladies, when they are going to vifit, or 
dine, or drink tea; or where they happen to pafs 
the evening without cards, (as I have fometimes 
known it to be the cafe, upon difappointments or 
accidents unforefeen) ; defiring they would read 
their feveral parts in their chair or coaches, to pre- 
pare themfelves for every kind of converfation 
that can poflibly happen. 

Although I have, in juftice to my country, al- 
lowed the genius of our people to excel that of any 
other nation upon earth, and have confirmed this 
truth by an argument not to be controlled, I mean, 
by pj oducing To great a number of witty fentences 
in the enfuing dialogues, all of undoubted autho- 
jity, as well as of our own produftion j ^et I nAuft 

confefs 



INTRODUCTION. 67 

confefs at the fame time, that wc arc wholly in- 
debted for them to our anceftors ; at leaft, for as 
long as my memory reacheth, I do not recollcft one 
new phrafe of importance to have been added; 
which defe£t in us moderns I take to have been oc- 
ca£oned by the introdu^on of cant-words in the 
reign of K^ng Charles 11. And thofe have fo often 
varied, that hardly one of them, of above a year's 
ftanding, is now intelligible ; nor any where to be 
fbundy excepting a fmall number ftrewed here and 
there in the comedies and other fantaftic wridngs 
of that age. 

The Honourable Colonel James Graham, my old. 
friend and companion, did likewife, towards the 
end of the fame reign, invent a fet of words and 
phrafes, which continued almoft to the time of his 
death. But, as thefe terms or art were adapted only 
to courts and politicians, and extended little farther 
than among his particular acquaintance, (of whom 
I had the honour to be one), they are now almoft 
forgotten. 

Nor did the late D. of R andE. ofE 

fucceed much better, although they proceeded no 
farther than fingle words; whereof, except bite^ 
bamboozley and one or two more, the whole voca- 
bulary is antiquated. 

The fame fate hath already attended thefe other 
town-wits, who furnifli us with a great variety of 
new terms, which are annually changed, and thofe 
of the laft feafon funk in oblivion. Of thefe I was 
once favoured with a complete lift, by the Right 

Honourable the Lord and Lady H , with 

which I made a confidcrable figure one fummer in 
the country ; but returning up to town in winter, 
and venturing to produce them again, I was partly 
hooted, and partly not underflood. 

The only invention of late years, which hath 
anyway contributed towards politenefs indlfconrfe, 
is that of abbreviating or reducing words of many 

fyllables 
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fjllable^ into one, by lopping off the reft. Thfa 
refinement having begun about the time of the Re- 
volution, Ihadfome fliare in the honour of pro- 
moting it ^ and lobferve, to my great facisfaiSlion,. 
that it make^ daily advancements, and I hope in. 
time will raife our language to the utmoft perfec- 
tion ; although I muft confefs, to avoid oblcurity,. 
I have been very fparing of this ornament in the 
following dialogues. 

But as for phrafes invented to cultivate convcrfa- 
tion, I defy all the clubs of coffeehoufes in this 
town to invent a new one,^ equal i» wit, humour,, 
fmartnefs, or politenefs, to the very worft of my fet ; 
which clearly fhows, either that we are much dege- 
nerated, or that the whole ftock of materials hativ 
been already employed. I would willingly hope, as 
I do confidently believe, the latter ; becaufe, having 
myfelf for feveral months racked my invention to 
enrich this treafure {if poilibie) with fome addi- 
tions of my own, (which, however, fhould have 
been printed in a different charafter, that I might 
not be charged with impofingupon the public), and 
having fhewn them to fome judicious friends, they 
dealt very fincerely with me, all unanimoufly agree- 
ing, that mine were infinitely below the true oU 
helps to difcourfe, drawn up in my prcfent collec- 
tion, and confirmed their opinion with reafons by 
which I was perfectly convinced, as well as afham- 
cd of my great prefumption. 

But I lately met a ftronger argument to confirm 
me in the fame fentiments. For as the great Bifhop 
Burnet of Salifbury informs us, in the preface ta 
his admirable Hiftory of his own times, that he in- 
tended to employ himfelf in polifhing it every day 
of his life, (and indeed, in its kind, it is almoft e- 
qually polifhed with this work of mine) ; fo it hath 
been my conftant bufinefs, for fgme years paft, to 
examine with the utmoft flri^lnefs, whether I could 
pofEbly find the fmalleft lapfe in flyle or propriety, 

through 
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ihrotigh my whole coUe^on, that^ in emulatioa 
with the Biihop, I might iend it abroad as the moA 
finifhed piece of the age. 

It happened one day^ as I was dining in good 
company of both fexes, and watching^ according 
to my cuftom, for new materials wherewith to fill 
my pocket-book, I fucceeded wellenough, till after 
dinner, when the ladies retired to their tea, and left 
us over a bottle of wine. But I found we were not 
able to furnifh any more materials that were worth 
the pains of tranfcribing : For the difcourfe of the 
company was all degenerated into fmart fayings of 
their own invention, and not of the true old flan* 
dard ; fo that i^ abfolutc defpair^ J withdrew, and 
vent to attend the ladies at their tea : from whence 
I did then conclude, and (UU contioue to believe, 
cither that wine doth not infpire politenefs, or that 
our fex is not able to fupport it without the compa 
ny of women, who never, fail to lead us intg the 
jpfltit way, and there to keep us. 

it much increafeth the value of thefe apoph- 
thegms, that unto them we owe the continuance of 
our language for at leaft an hundred years. Neither 
is this to be wondered at ; becaufe indeed, beiides 
the fmartnefs of the wit, and finenefs of the rail- 
lery, fuch is the propriety and energy of expreffion 
in them all, that they never can be changed, but to 
difadvantage, except in the circumftance of ufing 
abbreviations ; which, however, I do not defpair 
in due time to fee introduced, having already met 
them at fome of the choice companies in town. 

Although this work be calculated for all perfons 
of quality and fortune of both fexes ; yet the read- 
er may perceive, that my particular view was to the 
officers of the army, the gentlemen of the inns of 
court, and of both the univeriities ; to all courtiers, 
male and female, but principally to the maids of 
honour, of whom I have been perfonally acquaint- 
ed with two and twenty fets, all excelling in this 

noble 
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noble endowment; till, for fome years pfaft, I 
know not how, they came to degenerate into felling, 
of bargains, and Freethinking : not that I am a- 

Sioft either of thcfd entertainments at proper fea- 
as, in coiBplianee with company, who may want 
a tafte for moi'^ exahcd difcourfe, whole memories 
may bd fliort,^wlK>'»re'toayoong»tO' be pe^^fe^ in 
their leffons, or (although it be hard to coxiteivc) 
who have no inclination to read and Iteam my in- 
fti'uA'ons. Andbdfides^ there is a ft tong tempta- 
tion for conrt-'ladies to fall into ttie-two amttiements 
ahove mentioned, that they "may avo4d the ccnfure 
of affecting iing^laWty, againft the general currenC 
and fafhion ofaU about th«m« Bui, howerer, no 
man will pretend to affirm, that either bargains or 
Uafphemy, which are the principal ornaments of , 
Freethinking are fo good a hand of pdLtte di(courfe» 
as \^at is to be met witli in my colle^Hon. For «t 
to bargains^ &w'of thetn ieeto to be- excelknt in 
their kind, and have not much variety, becaufil 
they all terminate in one fingie point ; and to mul- 
tiply them^ would require more invention thaii 
people have to fpare. And as to blafphemy or 
Freethinking) I have known fome fcrupclous per« 
fons 6f both fexes, who, by a prejudiced education; 
are afiraid of fprights« I muft, however, exicept 
the maids of honour, who have been fully convin- 
ced by a famons court-chaplain, that there is no- 
foch<a place as hell. 

I cannot indeed controvert the lawfulness of 
Freethinking^ becaufe it hath been univerlally al« 
lowed, that thought is free. But, however, akho* 
it may affi)rd a large field of matter, yet, in my 
poor opinion, it ieems to contain very little of wit 
or humour ; beciiufe it hath not been ancient «- 
nough among us to fumiCh eOiabliihod authentic ex* 
premons, I mean fuch as muft receive a fan^Tion 
from the polite woiid, before their authority can 
be allowed*. Neither was the art of blafphemy er 

Freethinking 
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Freedikikkig iBTciited bf the comt, or perfbnt of 
great qii«tity» who, properly SpeMng^ ivere patroat 
nthcr than iorveiuton of it ; bat firft brought in by 
the faaatk faidtioD tumavds the end of their power, 
and after the refinratioii carried! to WhitehatTby 
die converted mmpers ; with ^ery good reafon ; 
becaufe they knew that King Charles li. from a 
wrong education^ occafiooed bf the tnMibles of his 
£Kher, had thne eaongh to obfervc^ that Fanatic 
endiufiafm diredtly led to Atheifm, which agreed 
with the diflbhite indination of hb youth ; and 
perhaps thefe principles were further cnlrivated ia 
him by the French Hugonots, who hare been of- 
ten charged with fpreadhig them among us. How- 
evccy I cannot fee where dbe neceffity lies of intro- 
ducing new and foreign topics for conTeiiatioo» 
while we have fb plentiful . a fkocfc of our own 
growth. 

I have likewife^ for fomereaibns of equal weight, 
been very fpariag in double eotendres ; becaufe thev 
often put ladies upon afie&ed conftraints, and aT- 
fc&ed ignorance. In ihort, they break, or very 
much entangle the thread of difeourfe» Neither 
am I mafter of any rules to fettle the difconcerted 
countenances of the feni^es in fuch a jun^re ; 
I can therefore only allow innuendoes of this kind 
to be delivered in whifpers, and only to young la- 
dies under twenty, who being in honour obliged^to 
blufli, it mav produce a new fobjeft for difcourfe. 
Perhaps tne critics may ateufe me of a defeO: in 
my following fyftcm of Poite cooverfation ; that 
there is one great ornament of difcourfe, whereof 
I have not produced a fingle example; which in 
deed I purpofely omitted, for fomc reafons that I 
fliall immediately afftt 9 and kf thefc reafons witl 
not fatisfy the male part of my gentle readers, the 
detoft may be fiipj^ied in fbme manner by nn ap ; 
pendix to the feccxnd edition ; wliich appendix fhall 
be printed by itfelf, and fold for lixpence, llitcli- 
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cdy Aiid with a marble cover, that mj readers may 
have no occafion to complain of being defrauded. 
i The defeat I mean is, my not having inferted in- 
to the body of my book, ail the oaths nowmoftin 
fslfhion for imbeHiihing diicourfe ; efpecially flnce 
it could give no offence to the clei^, who are fel- 
dom or never admitted to. thefe polite afiemblies. 
.And it muft bd allowed^ ' that oaths well chofen, 
are not only very ufeful expletives to matter, but 
great ornaments of ftyle. 

What I fhalLhere offer in my own defence upon 
this important article^ will, I hope, be fome exte* 
nuation of my fault. 

Firft,: I reafoned with myfelf, that a jufl collec- 
tion of oaths, repeated as often as the fafhion re- 
quires, muft have enlarged this volume, at leaiV, 
to double the bulk ; whereby it would not only 
double the charge/ but likewife make the volume 
leis commodious for pocket-carriage. 

Secondly, I have been affured by fome judicious 
friends that themfelves have known certain ladies to 
take offence (whether ferioufly or no) at too great 
a profufion of curfing and (wearing, even when 
that kind of ornament was not improperly intro- 
duced ; which, I confefe, did ftartle me not a little, 
having never obferved the like in the compafs of 
my own female acquaintance, at leaft, for twenty 
years paft. However, I was forced to fubmit to 
^ifer judgements than my own. 

Thirdly, As this moft ufeful treatife is calculated 
for all future times, I . confidered in this maturity 
of my age, how great a variety of oaths I have 
heard fince I began to ftudy the world, and to 
know men and manners. And here I found it to be 
true, what 1 have read in an ancient poet, 

** For no^v a-days men change their oaths, 
' ** As often as they change their cloaths." 

^ In 
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In (horty oaths are the children of fafliioo ; 
ikej are in ibme fenfe almofl annuals^ like what I 
obferved before of cant-words ; and I myfelf can 
remember about forty difierent fets. The old (lock- 
oaths, I am confident, do not amount to above 
forty-five, or fifty at moft ; but the way of ming- 
ling and compounding them it almoft as various ?.s 
that of the alphabet. 

Sir John Perrot was the firft jnan of quality, 
whom I find upon record to have fwoin by God's 
v)ounfis. He lived in the reign of Queen Elifabeth, 
and was fuppofed to have been a natural fon of 
Henry VIII, who might alfo probably have been 
his inftrudlor. This oath indeed flill continues, 
and is a flock-oath to this day ; fo do feveral o- 
thers that have kept their natural fimplicity. But 
infinitely the greater number hath been fo frequent- 
ly changed and diflocated, that if the inventors 
were now alive, they could hardly underftand 
them. 

Upon thefe confiderations I began to apprehend, 
that if I fliould infeit all the oaths that are now 
current, my book would be. out of vogue with the 
firfl change of fafhion, and grow as ufelefs as -^n 
old di^Bonary : whereas the cafe is quite otherwife 
with my coUeftjon of polite difcourfe; which, as 
I before obferved, hath defcended by tradition for 
atleaft an hundred years, without any change in 
the phrafeology. I therefore determined with my- 
felf to leave out the whole fyftem of fwearing ; be- 
caufe both the male and female oaths are. all per.r 
feftly well known and diftinguifhed : new ones " are 
cafily learned, and with a moderate fharc of difcre- 
tion may be properly applied on every fit occafion. 
However, I mufl here, upon this article of Iwear- 
ing, moft earneftly recommend to my male-readcrj, 
that they would pleafe a little to fludy variety. For 
it is the opinion of our moft refined fwearers, that 
the fame oath or curfe cannot, confiftenily with 
Vol. IX. G tn;e 
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true poIitenelS) be repeated above nine times in the 
fame company, by the fame perfon, and at one fit- 
ting. 

I am far from dcfiring, or expelling, that all the 
polite and ingeniotis fpeeches contained in this work 
fhould, in the general converfation between ladies 
and gentlemen, come in fo quick and fo clofe, as I 
have here delivered them. By no means. On thcf 
contrary, they ought to be hufbanded better, and 
fpread much thinner. Nor do I make the leaft 
queftion, but that by a difcreet and thrifty manage- 
ment, they may ferve for the entertainment of a_ 
whole year to any perfon, who does not make too 
long or too frequent viiits in the fatne family. The 
flowers of wit, fancy, wiiHom, linmour^ and po- 
litenefs) fcattered in this volume, amount to one 
thoufand feventy and four. Allowing then to eve- 
ry gentleman and lady thirty vifiting fan>ilie<, (not- 
infifting upon fraftions), there will want bur little of 
an hundred polite queftions, anfwers, replies^ - re- 
joinders, repartees, and remarks, to be daily de- 
livered freih in cveiy company for twelve folar 
months ; and even this is a higher pitch of deilcd- 
cy than the world infifts on, o^ hath reafon to ex- 
pert. But I am altogether for exalting this icience 
to its utmoft perfeftion. 

It may be objedtcd. That the publication of my 
book may, in a long courfe of time, proftitute tfer# 
noble art to mean and vulgar people. But I an- 
fwer. That it is not fo eafy an acquirement as a few 
ignorant pretenders may imagine. A fool man can 
fwear, but he cannot fwear like a lord. He can 
fwear as often ; but can he fwear with equal deli- 
cacy, propriety, and judgment? No, cei'tainly;' 
unlefs he be a lad of fuperior parts, of good me- 
moiy, a diligent obferver, one who hath a Ikil- 
ful ear, fbme knowledge of mufic, and an exad 
tafte : which hardly fall to the fhare of one in a 
ihQ.ufand among that fraternity, in as high favour 

as 
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as they now ftapd with their ladies. Neither hath 
one footman in (ix (o fine a genius as to relifh and 
apply thofe exalted fen ten ces cooiprifed in this vo- 
lume, which I ofier to the world. It is true, I 
cannot ice that the fame ill confequences would fol- 
low from the waiting-woman ; who, if fhe had 
been bred to read romances, may have fome fmall 
fubaltern, or fecond hand politeneis ; and if flie 
condantly attends, the tea^ and be a good liflener^ 
may in fome ye^r». make a tolerable figure, which 
will fervc perhaps to draw in the young chaplain, 
or the old fleward. But, alas ! after ail, how can 
ihq acquire thpfe hundred graces^ and motions, 
and^ir^, the. whole military management of the 
fan, ths contortions of every mufcular motion in 
the face, the rifings and fallings, the quicknefs and 
flownefs of the voice, with the feveral turns and 
cadenc^ft; the proper jun£ture$ of fmiling and 
Aowiiiag ; how often and how loud to laugh, 
vheo to gibe and when to flout, with all the o- 
Aer braqches of do^ine and difcipUne above re- 
cited ? 

I am therefore not under the lead apprehenfiorf, 
tiiat ibis art will ev^r be in dange? of falling into 
common hands, whiqh requii'es fo much time, 
ftudy, praftice, and genius, before it anives to 
perfeiUon ; and therefore I muft repeat my pro- 
pofal for eredling public fchoo's, provided with the 
beft and ableft mailers and miHrefTes, at the charge 
^f the nation. 

I have drawn this work into the forrn^ of a dia- 
logue, after the pattern of other famous writers in 
hiftory, law, politics, and moft other arts and 
f^itnces ; and I hope it will have the fame fucccfs j 
for who can conteft it to be of greater confe- 
quence to the happinefs of thefe kingdoms, than 
all human knowledge put together? Dialogue 
13 held the beft method of inculcating any part 
of knowledge, aqd I api confident, that public 
G 2 fchools* 
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fchools will foon be founded for teaching wit and 
politenefs, after mj fcbeme, to young people of 
quality and fortune. I have determined next {cf- 
lions to deliver a petition to the houie of Lordji^for 
an zA of parliament^ to eflablifh my book as the 
ftandard grammar in all the principal cities of the 
kingdom, where this art is to be ta^^ght by able 
mafters, who are to be approved and recommend- 
.cd by me ; which is no. more than Lilly obtained 
only for teaching words in a language wholly ufe- 
lefs. Neither fhall I be fo far wanting to myfelf, 
as not to deiire a patent, granted df courfe to all 
ufeful projeftors • I mean, that I may have die 
fole profit of giving a licence to every fchool to 
read my grammar for fourtecnr years.^ 

The reader cannot but obferve what pains I have 
been at in poliihing the ftyle of my book to the' 
greateft exa£lnef&. Nor have I been lefs diligent in 
refining the orthography, by fpelling the words in 
the very fame manner as they arc ^ pronounced by 
the chief ps^tterns of politenefs at court, at levees, 
at aflTemblies, at pJayhoufes, at the prime vifiting- 
places, by young templars, and by gentlemen com- 
moners of both univerfities, who have lived at leaft 
a twelvemonth in town, and kept the beft compa- 
ny. Of thefe fpellings the public will meet with 
many examples in the following book. For in- 
fiance, canU,hant, jSyan't, didn^ty coudn^t, iv6udn*t, 
isn'ty en'tf with many more ; befides feveral words 
which fcholars pretend are derived from Greek and 
Latin, but now pared into a polite found, by ladies, 
officers of the ai'my, courtiers, and templars, fuch 
as jommetry for geometry^ verdy for verdiEls lard 
for lord^ lea men for learnings together with fome 
abbreviations exquifitely refined ; as pozz for pqfi'^ 
five ; mobb for mobile ; phizz for phyfwgnomy ; rep 
for reputation ; plenipo for plaiipotentiary ; Incog for 
incognito ; hy^ps^ or hyppOy for hypochondriacs ; 
kim for bamboozle ^ and, bamboozle for Cod knows 

iviat; . 
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iDhjt ; whereby much time is faved, and the high 
road to convenation cut fhort by many a mile. 

I have, as it will be apparent, laboured very 
much, and, I hope, with felicity enough, to make 
every charaAer in the dialogue agreeable with itfelf, 
to a degree, that whenever any judicious perfon 
ihall read my book aloud, for the entertainment 
and inftru^tion of a feleft company, he need not fo 
much as name the particular fpeakers ; becaufe all 
the perfbns, throughout the fevcral fubjedls of con- 
vcrfation, ftriftly obferve a different manner pecu- 
liar to their characters, which are of different kinds. 
But this I leave entirely to the prudent and impar* 
tial reader's difcemment. 

Perhaps the very manner of introducing the fi?* 
veral<poiRts of wit and humour, may not be lefs 
entertaining and inflruCting than the matter itfelf« 
In the latter I can pretend to little merit ; becaufe 
it entirely depends upon memory, and the hap* 
pinefs of having kept polite company : but the art 
of contriving that thole fpeeches fhould be -iniroi 
duced naturally, as the moft proper fentiments to - 
be delivered upon fo great a variety of fubjefts, i 
take to be a talent fomewhat uncommon, and a la- 
bour that few people could hope to fucceed in^ 
unlefs they had a genius particularly turned that 
way, added to a fincere dilinterefted love of the 
public. 

Although every curious queftion, fmarr airfwer, 
and witty reply, be little known to many people ; 
yet there is not one fingle fentence in the whole col- 
ledHon, for which I cannot- bring moft • authentic 
vouchers, whenever I fhull be called ; and even for 
fome expreffions which, to a few nice ears> may 
perhaps appear fomewhat grofsj I can produce the 
ftamp of authority from courts, chocolatehoufcsj 
theatres, affemblies, drawing-rooms, levees, cardr 
meetings, balls, and mafqueradcs,-from perfons of 
both fexes, and of the-higheft titles next to royaU 
G 3 However, 
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However, to fay the truth, I have been very fpar- 
ing in my quotations of fuch fen^iments that feeni 
to be over free ; becaufc, whqn I begap pfiy coUec- 
*tion, fuch kind of converfe was almoii in its infan- 
cy, till it was taken into the protei^ipn of my ho- 
noured patronefles at coui!t, by whofe counte^aance 
and fandtion it hath become a choice flower in the 
nofegay of wit and politenefs. 

Some will perhaps ohjeft. That when I bring my 
company to dinner, I mention too great a variety^ 
of difhes, not always con£ifl:ent with the art of 
cookery, or proper for the feafen of the year, ^ni 
part of the flrft couiife mingled witb the iecond ; 
beiides a failure in politencfs, by introducing a black 
pudding to a lord's table, and at a great entertain- 
ment. But if I bad omitted the black pudding, I 
defire to know what would have become of that ex^ 
qiiiiite reafon given by Mifs Notable for not eating 
it ? The world perhaps- might have loft it for ev€r, 
Jind I ihould have been juftly anfwerable for having 
left it out of my colleftion. I therefore cannot 
but hope, that fuch hypercritical readers will pleafe 
to confider, my bufinefs was to make fo full and 
complete a body of refined fayings as compact as I 
could, only taking care to produce them in the 
moil natural and probable manner, in order to al- 
lure my readers into the very fubftance and mar^ 
row of this moft admirable and neceflary art. 

I am heartily forry, and was much difappointed, 
t(J find, that fo univerfal and polite an entertain- 
ment as cards, bath hitherto contributed very little 
to the enlargement of my work. I have fat by 
may hundred times with the utmoft vigilance, and 
my table-book ready, without being able, in eight 
hours, to gaiher matter for one fingle phrafe in my 
book. But this, I think, may be eafily accounted 
for,, by the turbulence and juftling of paflions, up- 
on the various and furprifing turns, incidents; re- 
volutions, ^d events, of good and evil fortune^ 

that 
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ihat arrive in the courfe of a long evening at play; 
the mind being wholly taken up, and the conie- 
quences of non attention fo fatal. 

Play is fupported upon the two great pillars of 
deliberation and afUon. The terms of art are few, 
prefcribed by law and cuftom ; no time allowed 
for digr^flionsy or trials of wit. Quadrille, in par- 
tkulai*, bears fome refemblance to a ftate of na- 
ture, which we arc told is a ftate of war, wherein 
every woman is againft every woman ; the unions 
ihort, incooftant, and foon broke; the league 
ouide this minute, without knowing the ally, and 
diflblved in the next. Thus» at the game of qua- 
drille, female brains are always employed in fti^t;i- 
gem, or their hands in a^ion. 

Neither can I find, that our art hath gained 
much by the happy revival of mafquerading among 
us ; the whole dialogue in thofe meetings being 
fummed up in one (fprightly, I confefs, but) fingle 
queflion, and as fprightly an anfwer : ** Do you 
•* know me ? Yes, I do ;" and, ** Do you know 
•* me ? Yes, I do." For this reafon, I did not 
think it proper to give my readers "-the trouble of 
introducing a mafquerade, merely for the fake of 
a fingle queftion, and a fingle anfwer ; efpecially 
when, to perform this in a proper manner, I muft 
have brought in a hundred perfons together, of 
both fcxes, drefled in fantaftic habits, for one mi- 
nute, and difmiiled them the next. 

Nchher is it reafonable to conceive, that our fci- 
tnce can be much improved by mafquerades, where 
the wit of both fexes is altogether taken up in con- 
triving fingular and humourfome difguifes ; and 
their thoughts entirely employed in bringing in- 
trigues and afiignations of gallantry to an happy 
conclufion. 

The judicious reader will readily difcover, that I 
make Mifs Notable my heroine, and Mr. Thomas 
Nevcrout my hero. I have laboured both their 

charaflcrs 
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,€harafters with my utmoft ability. It is into their 
mouths that I have put the livelieft queftions, an- 
fwers, repartees, and rejoinders ; becaufe my de* 
fign was, to propofe them both as patterns for all 
young batchelors, and fingle ladies, to copy after. 
by schich I hope very foon to fee polite canverfa- 
tion flourifh between both fexes, in a more con- 
fummate degree of perfection, than thefe kingdoms 
have yet ever known. 

I have drawn fome lines of Sir John Linger 'i 
charafter, the Derbyfhire knight, on purpofe t<i 
place it in counterview or contr'aft with that of the 
other company ; wherein I can affure the readeri 
that I intended not the leaft refledtion upon Derby^ 
{hire, the place of my nativity ; but my intention 
was only to fhew the misfortune of thofe perfons 
who have the difadvantage to be bred out of the 
circle of politenefs ; whereof I take the prefent li- 
mits to extend no further than London, and ten 
miles round, although others are pleafed to conEne 
it within the bills of mortality. If you compare 
tlie difcourfes of my gentlemen and ladies with 
thofe of Sir John, you will hardly conceive him to 
have been bred in the fame climate, or imder the 
fame laws, language, religion, or government : and 
accordingly 1 have introduced him ipeaking in his 
own rude dialedl, for no other reafon than to teach 
my fcholars how to avoid it. 

The curious reader will obferve, that when con- 
verfation appears in danger to flag, which in fome 
places I have artfully contrived, 1 took care to in«» 
vent fome fudden queftion, or turn of wit, to rc- 
Tive it; fuch as thefe that follow, ** What? I 
** think here's a filent meeting ! Come, Madam, a 
** penny for your thought ;" with feveral other 
of the like fort. I have i-ejedled all provincial or 
country turns of wit and fancy, becaufe I am ac- 
quainted with very few ; but, indeed, chiefly be- 
caufe I found them fo much inferior to thofe at 

court ; 
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eonrt ; efpecially amoBg ihe gentlemen-tr/hcrs', the 
ladies o£ the bed- chamber, and the maids of ho- 
nour ; I mufl alfo add the hither end of our noble 
iDetropo)i$> 

When this happy art of polite converfing fliall 
be thoroughly improved, good company vriW be no 
longer peftercd with dull, dry, tedious ftory-tcUers, 
nor brangling diiputers : for a right fcholar, of ci- 
ther fcx, in our Icience, will perpetually interrupt 
them with fome fudden furprifing piece of wit, that 
(hall engage all the company in a loud laugh, and 
if) after a paufe, the ^rave companion refumes his 
thread, in the following manner, " Well, but to 
" go on with my ftory,*' new interruptions come 
from the left and the right, till he is forced to give 
over. 

I have likewife made fome few eiTays towards 
** felling of bargains," as well for inftruftiug 
thofe who delight in that accomplifhment, as ini 
compliance with- my female friends at court. How- 
ever, I have trangreffed a little in this point, by 
doing it in a manner fomewhat more, refervcd than 
it is now pra£lifed at St. James's. At the fame 
time, I can hardly allow this accomplifhment to 
pafs properly for a bi-anch of that perfeft polite 
converfation, which makes the conftituent fubjedt 
of my treatife ; and for this I have already given 
my rcafons. i have likewife, for further caution, 
left a blank in the critical point of each bargain, 
which the fagacious reader may fill up in his own 
mind. 

As to myfclf, I am proud to own, that, except 
fome fmattering in the French, I am what the pe- 
dants and fcholars call, a man wholly illiterate, that 
is to fay, unlearned. But as to my own language, 
1 lliall not readily yield to many perfons. I have 
read mofl of the plays, and all the mifcellany po- 
ems ihat have been publiflied for twenty years paft. 
I have read Mr. Thomas Brown's works entire, 

aad 
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and had the honour to be hla inpmate friend, who 
was univerfally allowed to be the grcatcft genius of 
l^ifl age. 

Upon what foot I ftand with the pr^fent chief 
^efgning wits, their verfcs recommendatory, which, 
th^y h^ve commanded me to prefix before Qiy book» 
will be more than a thov^fand witnefle^. I an?, and 
.ha,ve4>sen like wife partic^Igrly gcqu^int^d with Mr» 
Charley -(^ildon, Mr. Wfti'd, Mr, Oenni^, th^t ad- 
mirable critic and poet, apd fcveral oiheJ9» Each 
of thefe emipent perfop^ (I n^e^n thofe who are 
iiill alive) have done fpe ib^ honour to read this 
ppodu^ioa five tipae^ over, vith th^ ftriftert eye q( 
friendly feverity, and propofed forpe, although 
very £§w amcndinents ; which I griuefully accept- 
ed, and do here publicly return my acknowledge-^ 

9i^nt ipir fo finguliMr ti fevoui:. 

^nd I qannot coac^4l without ingrfttitv<i^» Ae 
great affiftftpce I have received fi'Wi theft two JHut 
ftripus writers* Mr, Oajell, mi Captain Swvcns. 
TTiefc, apd fpme oth^r? of dlftingijifbqd eipJp^nce^ 
In.whpfe cpnjpany I have p^ed fo mMy agreeable 
hoy^i as they have ^eiji tb^ gr^ftt refiners of our 
fepgu%ge, fo H h^th bc€P my chiel ambition to imi- 
tate fhegi. tet ihe Popes, the Gi^y^, the Arbuthi 
npts, the Youngs, and the reft of that (barlings 
brQpd, burft with envy at the praifes we receive 
from the ^ourt and kingdom. 

But to return from this digrefilon. 

Thjg reader will find, that tb^ following cpHeAioir 
of polite expreffions will cafily incorporate with aU 
fubjefts of genteel and fafhionable life. Thofc 
which are proper for mornii>g-tea will be equally 
ufeful at the fame entertainment in the afternoon, 
even in the fame company, only by fhifting the fe- 
vpral queftions, anfwers, and replies, into difiercnt 
h^nds ; and fuch as aie adapted (q meals, will in* 
differently fervc for dinijers or fuppers, only di- 
ftinguifhing between day-light and candle-light. By 

this 
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this method no diligent p^foh, of a tdierslUe me- 
moTj, can ever ^ at a lofi. 

It hath been my coiiilaflt opinion, ihat dvcry mail 
who is intruded by nature with any nfeful talent 
of the mind, is bound by all the ties of honour^ 
aad that juftice which we all owe our country, to 
propofe to himfelf fome one illuitrious aAion, to be 
performed in his life for the public emolument : 
and I freely confefs, that fo grand, fo important 
an enterprife, as t have ufidei^taken, and executed 
to the beft of my power, well dcfervcd a much 
abler hand, as well as a liberal encouragement 
from the crown. However^ I am bound fo far to 
acquit myfelf, as to declare, that I have often and 
inoft earneftly intreatcd feveral of my aboi^e-named 
friends, imiverfaHy allowed to be of the firft rank 
in wit and politen^fs^ that they \^duld undertake a 
work fo honourable to themfelves, and fo benefit 
cial to the kingdom : but fo great was their mo*" 
defty, that they all thought fit to excufe themfelves, 
and impofe the talk on me ; yet in fo obliging a 
manner, and attended with fuch compliments on 
my poor qualifications^ that I dare not repeat. 
And, at laft, their intreatiss, or rather their com- 
mands, added to that inviohible love I bear to the 
land of my nativity, prevailed upon me to engage 
io fo bold an attempt. 

I may venture to affirm, without the leaft viola- 
tion of modefty, that there is no man now alive, 
who hath by many degrees fo juft pretenfions as 
myfelf to the higheft encouragement from the 
crown, the parliament, and the miniilry, towards 
bringing this work to its due perfe(Slion I have 
been aflured, that feveral great heroes of antiquity 
were worihipped as gods upon the merit of having 
civilized a fierce and barbarous people. It is mani- 
feft I could have no other intentions ; and I dare 
appeal to my very enemies, if fuch a treatife Jis 
mine had been publiilied fome years ago, and with 

as 
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as much fiicce(s as I am confident thb will meet, I 
mean, by turning the thoughts of the whole nobility 
and gentry to the ftudy and praftice of polite con- 
verfation; whether fuchn>ean, fti^pidwriterS) as the 
Craftfrnan and his abettors, could have been able to 
corrupt the principles of fo many hundred thoufand 
iub^e^Sy as, to the fhame and grief of every Whig- 
giih, loyal, and true Proteftant heart, it is too ma- 
nifeft they have. For I defire the honeft judi- 
cious reader to make oiie remark, that, after ha* 
ving exhaufted the whole in fickly pay-day * (if I 
may fo call it) of politenefs and refinement, and 
faithfully digeiled it into the following dialogues, 
there cannot be found one expreflion relating to 
politics ; that the miniftry is never mentioned, nor 
the word King above twice or thrice, and then on- 
ly to the honour of his Majefty ; fo very cautious 
w^re our wifer anceflors in forming rules for con- 
\erfation, as never to give offence to crowned 
heads, nor intertere with party-difputes in the (late. 
And indeed, although there 4eems to be a clo(e re- 
femblance between thie two words, politeness and 
politics y yet no ideas are more inconfiftent in their 
natures. However, to avoid all appearance of diflT- 
aflfe^lion, I have taken care to enforce loyalty by an 
invincible argument, drawn from the very fountain 
of this noble fcience, in the following fliort terms, 
that ought to be writ in gold, ** Muft is for the 
** King :" which uncontrollable maxim I took par- 
ticular care of introducing in the firft page of my 
book, thereby to inftil eai^y the beft Proteftant 
loyal notions into the minds of my readers. Nei- 
ther is it merely my own private opinion, that po- 
litenefs is the firmeft foundation upon which loyal- 
ty can be fupported ; for thus happily fings the ne- 

^ > 

• This word is (peK by Latinifts, Encydopeed'ia j but the judicious 
author wifely prefers the polite reading before the pcdauiiic. 
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▼cr-to-bc-too-much-admircd Lord H— — — , in his 
tiulj fublime poem, called, Loyalty defined. 

** Who's not polite, for the pretender is ; 
" A Jacobite, I know him by his phiz." 

In the like manner, the divine Mr. Tibbald^, or 
Theobalds, in one of his birth-day poems ; 

** I am no fchollard, but I am polite ; 
** Therefore be furc I am no Jacobite," 

Hear likewife to the fame purpofc that great ma- 
iler of the whole poetic choir, our moft iliuftrious 
laureat, Mr. Colley Cibber « 

** Who in his talk can't fpeak a polite thing, 
** Will never loyal be to George our King." 

I could produce many more ihining paflages oitt 
of our principal poets of both fexes to confirm this 
momentous truth. From whence I think it may be 
fairly concluded, that whoever can moft contribute 
towards propagating the fciencc contained in the 
following fheets through the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, may juftly demand all the fa- 
vour that the wifcft court and moft judicious fenate 
are able to confer on the mqft deferving fubjeft. I 
leave the application to my readers. 

This is the work which I have been fo hardy to 
attempt, and without the leaft mercenary view. 
Neither do I doubt of fucceeding to my full wifh, 
except among the Tories and their abetters, who 
being all Jacobites, and confequently Papifts in 
their hearts, from a want of true tafte, or by ftrong 
affeftation, may perhaps refolve not to read my 
book ; chufing rather to deny themfelves the plea- 
fure and honour of fliining in polite company a- 
mong the principal geniufes of both foxes through- 

Vql. IX. H ow 
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out the kingdom, than adorn their minds with this 
noble art ; and probably apprehending, (as I con- 
fcfs, nothing is more likely to happen) that a true 
fpirit of loyalty to the Proteftant fucceffion fhould 
ileal in along with it. 

If my favourable and gentle reader could poffibly 
conceive thep€Tp€t\ialwatchings,thenumbcrlefs toils, 
the frequent rifings in the nightto fcKkurm 15?veral in- 
genious fcntences, that I fuddenly or accidentally re- 
collefted ; and which, without my utmoft vigilance, 
had been irrecoverable loft for ever : if they would 
coniider with what incredible diligence I daily and 
nightly attended as thofe houfes where perfbns of 
both icxes, and of the moft diftinguiflied merit, u- 
fed to meet and difplay their tal^nw ; with what at- 
tention I liftened to all their difcourfes, the better 
to retain them in my memory ; and then at proper 
feafon* wichdrew unobferved to enter them in my 
table-book, while the company little fufpefted what 
a noble work I had then in embryo : 1 fay, if all 
thefc were known to the world, I think it would 
be no great prefiimption in me to expeft, at a pro- 
per jun^hire, the public thanks of both houfe of 
parliament, for the fervice and honour I have done 
lo the whole nation by my fingk pen. ♦ 

Although I have niever been once charged witft 
the leaft tin^re of vanity, the reader will, I hope, 
give me leave to put an eafy queftion, What is be- 
come of all the King of Sweden's viftories : wke« 
are the fruits of them at this day ; or of what bene- 
fit will they be to pofterity ? Were not many of hid 
grcateft actions owing, at leaft in part, to fortune ? 
Were not all of them owing to the valour of hit 
troops, as ^luch as to his^own conduft? Could he 
have coiK^uercd the Polish king, or the Caar of 
Mufcovy, with his fingle arm ? Far be it from^ me 
to envy or Icflen the fame he hath acquired ; but, 
at the fame time, I will venture to lay, without 

breach 
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breach of modcfty, that I, -who have alone with 
this right hand fubcUied barbarifm, rudenefs, and 
rufticity ; who have eftabliihed and fixed for ever 
the whole fyllem of all true politenefs and refine- 
ment in convei fation, fhould think myfelf moft in- 
humanly treated by my countrymen, and would 
accordingly refent it as the highdl indignity, to be 
put on a le^el, in point of fame, in after ages, with 
Charles Xil. late King of Sweden. 

And yet fb incurable is the love of detraction, 
perhaps beyond what the charitable reader will ea- 
ly believe, that I have been afiured by more than 
one credible perfon, how fome of my enemies have 
induftriouily whifpercd about, that one Ifaac New- 
ton, an in Arument- maker, formerly living near 
Lieceder-fields, and afterwards a workman in the 
mint at the Tower, might poffibly pretend to vie 
with me for fame in future times. The man,, it 
ieenis, was knighted, for making (lin-dials bettev 
than others of his trade ; and was thought to be a 
conjurer, becaufe he knew how to draw lines and 
circles upon a flate, which no body could undcr- 
ftand. But adieu to all noble attempts for endlei's 
renown, if ihe ghoft of an obfcu re mechanic fliall 
be raifcd up to enter into competition with me, on- 
ly for his Ikill in making pot-hooks and hanger? 
with a pencil, which many thoufand accompli flicil 
gentlemen and ladies can perform as well with pen 
and ink upon a piece of paper, and in a manner asr 
licde intelligible as thofe of Sir Ifaac. 

My moft ingenious friend already mentioned, 
Mr. Colley Gibber, who docs fo raacb honour to 
the laural crown he defervedly wears, (as he hath 
often done to many imperial diadems placed on his 
head) was pleas'd to tell me, that if my treatife were 
(haped into a comedy, the reprefentation perform- 
ed to advantage on our theatre, might very 
much contribute to the fpreading of polite conver- 
H 2 fation 
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fation among all perfonsof diftinftion through the 
whole kingdom. 

I own the thought was ingenious, and my friend's 
intention good : but I cannot agree to this propo- 
fal ; for Mr. Cibber himfelf allowed, that the fub- 
jcdls handled in my work being fo numerous and 
extenfive, it would be abfohitely impoflible for one, 
two, or even fix comedies to contain them. From 
whence it will follow, that many admirable and ef- 
fential rules for polite converfation muft be omit- 
ted. 

And here let me do }uftice to my friend Mr. 
Tibbalds, who plainly confeffed before Mr. Cibber 
himfelf^ that fuch a project, as it would be a great 
diminution to my honour, fo it would intolerably 
mangle my fcheme, and thereby deftroy the prin- 
cipal end at which I aimed, to form a complete bo- 
dy or fyftem of this moft ufeful fcience in all its 
parts. And therefore Mr.Tibbalds, whofe judge- 
ment was never difputcd, chofe rather to fall in 
with my propofal, mentioned before, of erefting 
public fchools and feminaries all over the kingdom, 
to inftrudt the young people of both fexes in thisL 
art, according to my rules, and in the method that 
I have laid down, 

I fhall conclude this long, but neceflary intro- 
dudlion, with arequeft, or indeed rather a juft and 
reafonable demand, from all lords,, ladies, and 
gentlemen, that while they are entertaining and im- 
proving each other with thofe polite queftions, an- 
I'wers, repartees, replies, and rejoinders, which I 
have with infinite labour and clofe application, du- 
ring, the fpace of thirty-fix years, been coUefting 
for their fervice and improvement, they (hall, as 
an inftance of gratitude, on every proper occafion, 
quote my name, after this, or the like manner : 
** Madam, as our Mafter Wagftaff fays ; My Lord, 
*• as our friend Wagftaff has it,*' I do likewifc ex- 
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peAy that all my pupils fhall drink my health every 
day at dinner and fupper during my life ; and that 
diey, or their pofterity, ihall continue the fame ce- 
remony to my ** not inglorious memory,'* after my 
dcceaie^ for ever. 



S^^^^ 
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POLITE CONVERSATION ♦. 



The MEN. 

Lord Sparkish. 
Lord Smart. 
Sir John Linger. 
Mr. Neverout. 
Col. Atwitt. 



The LADIES. 

Lady Smart. 
Mifs Notable. 
Lady Answerall. 



The ARC U.M E NT. 

Lord Sparkidi and Colonel Atwitt meet in the morn- 
ing upon the Mall : Mr. Neverout joins them ; they 
all go to breakfaft at Ladjr Smart's. Their conver- 
fation over their tea : after which they part ; but 
my Lord and the two gentlemen arc invited to din- 
ner. Sir John Linger invited likewife, and comes a 
little too late. The whole converfation at dinner : 
after which the ladies retire to their tea. The con- 
verfation of the lajies without the men, who are 
fuppofed toftay and drink a bottle; but in fome time 
go to the ladies, and drink tea with them. The con- 
verfation there. After which a party at quadrille 
UDtil three in the morning ; but no converfation 
fet down. They all take leave and go home. 

. - • « Iretiftd hither for the public g|ood, having two great works 
** in hand j one to reduce the whole politenefs, wit, humour, and 
•• ftyle of England into a fhort fyftem, for the ufc of all perfoas of 
<* quality, and particularly rhe maids of honour.** &c. 

** I have a thing in profe, begun above twenty- eight years ago, and 
'' almo^ finiflied. It will make a four-fhilling volume ^ and is fuch 
*f a perfe£lion of folly, that ycu ihall never hear of it till it is printed, 
•* and then you /hall be left to guefs.** 

DIALOGUE 



POLITE CtelVERSATION, &c. yi 

DIALOGUE*. 

St. JAMSS'f PARE. 

Lord SparkHh meeting Col. Atwitt. 

Col, TT7ELL met, my Lord. 

^^ Lord Sparki/b. Thank y< Colgncl. A 
parfon would have faid, 1 hope we fhall meet in 
heaven. When did you fee Tom Neverout ? 

Col. He'9 juft CQmbg towards us. Talk q£ the 
devil 

Nevefout comes »/^ 

Col. How do you do, Tom ? 

Nevtrout. Never the better for you. 

Col. I hope you're never the worfe : 6ut pray 
Where's your manners ? don't you fee my Lord 
Sparkiih i 

Neverout. My Lord, I beg your Lordfhip's par- 
don. 

Ld Sparkijbf Tom, how is it, that you can't fee 
the wood for trees ? what wind blew you hither i 

Neverout. Why, my Lord, it is an ill wind blows 
no body good ; for it gives me the honour of fee- 
ing your LordQiip. 

CoL Tom, you muft go with us to Lady Smart*s 
to breakfaft. 

Neverout. Muft ! why. Colonel, muft's for the 
King. 

{Col, offering in jeft to draw hisfword, ' 

Col, Have you fpoke with all your friends ? 

Neverout, Colooel, as you're ftout, be merciful. * 

Ld S^arkijb. Come, agree, agree ; the law's 
coftly, 

{CoU taking his hand from his hilt. 
^' CoL 
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CoL Well, Tom, you arc never the worfc maa 
to be afraid of me. Come along. 

Nevirout. What do you think I was born in a 
wood to be afraid of an owl ? 

I'll wait on you. I hope Mifs Notable will be 
there: egad flie'svcry handibme, and has wit at 
will. 

Col. Why, everyone as they like, as the good 
woman faid when fhe kifs'd her cow. 

Lord Smart's houfe ; they knock at the door ; the 
Porter comes out. 

Ld Sparkljb. Pray are you the porter ? 

Porter. Yes, for want of a better. 

Ld Sparkifb, Is your lady at home ? 

Porter. She was at home juft now ; but flxe's 
not not gone out yet. 

Neverout^ 1 warrant this rogue's tongue is' well 
hung^ 

Lady Smart'^ antechamber. 

Lady Smart,. Lady Anlwerall, and Mifs Notable at 

the tea-table. 

Lady Smart. My Lord, your Lordfhip's moll 
humble fervant^ 

Ld Sparkifh. Madam, you fpoke too late : I was 
your Ladyship's before. 

Lady Smart. O ! Colonel, are you here ?- 
. CoL As- Aire as you're there. Madam. 

La^ Smart. Oh, Mr. Neverout \ What ! fuch a 
man aliv« ! 

Neverout. Ay, Madam, alive, and alive like to 
be, at your Ladyihip's fervice. 

Lady Smart. Well, I'll get a knife, and nick it 
down that Mr. Neverout came to our houfe. And 
pray what news, Mr. Neverout ? 

Neverout, 
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Ne^eront. Why, Madam. Q^ Ellfabeth's dead. 
Lady Stnart, Well : Mr. Ne^erout, I fee you are 
BO changeling. 

Mifi Notable eomts in» 

Neverout. Mifs, your ilave : I h(jpe- your early 
rifing will do you no harm. I find you are but juft 
come out of the cloth-market. 

ISiifs. I always rile at eleven, whether it be day 
or no. 

Col. Mifs, I hope you are up for all day. 

M\fs. Yes, if I don't get a fall before night. 

Cm, Mifs, I heard you were out of order ; pray 
how are you now : 

Mifs. Fretty well, Colonel, I thank you. 

Ch. Pretty and well, Mifs, that's two very good 
things. 

Mifs. I mean I am better than I was. 

Never out. Why then, 'tis well you were fick. 

Mifs. What Mr. Nevfcrout, you take me up be- 
fore Fm down. 

Lady Smart. Come let us leave off childrens play, 
and go to pufh-pin. 

Miff, [^to Lady Smlrt.T Pray, Madam, give me 
fome more fugar to my tea. 

C?/. Oh ! Mifs you muft needs be very good- 
humour 'd, you love fweet things fo well. 

Ncverout^ Stir it up with the fpoon, Mifs ; for 
the deeper the fweeter. 

Lady Smart. 1 affure you Mifs, the Colonel has 
made you a great compliment. 

Mifs, I am forry for it ; for I have heard fay^ 
complimenting is lying. 

Lady Smart, [to Lord Sparkifh.^ My Lord, me- 
thinks the fight of you is good for fore eyes ; if wc 
had known of your coming, we would have ftrown 
rufhcs for you. How has your Lordfliip done this 
long time ? ' 

. . ai. 
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CoL Faith, Madam, he's better in health than in 
good conditi >ns. 

Ld Sparki/b, Well ; I fee there's no worfe friend 
than one brings from home with one ; and I am 
not the firll: man has carried a rod to whip him- 
feif. 

, Nevemut. Here's poor Mifs has not a word to 
throvy at a dog. Come, a penny for your thought. 

Mifs. It is not worth a farthing ; for I was think- 
ing of you. 

Colonel rijing up. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, where are you going fo 
foon ? I hope you did not come to fetch fire. 

Col, Madam, I mull needs go home for half an 
hour, 

Mifs, Why, Colonel, they fay the devil's at home- 

Lody Anfw. Well, but fit while ypu ftay, 'tis as 
cheap fitting as {landing. 

CoL No. Madam, while Tm {landing Pm going.. 

Mifs, Nay, let him go ; I promifc him we won't 
tear his cloaths to hold him. 

Lcuiy Smart. I fuppofe Colonel, we keep you 
from better company, { mean only as to myfelf. 

Col. Madam, I am all obedience. 

Colonel Jits down. 

Lady Smart. Lord, Mifs, how can yoti drink 
your tea fo hot } fure your mouth's p^av'd. 

How do you like this tea, Colonel ? 

Col. Well enough, Madam ; but me thinks k is 
^ little more*i{b. 

Lady Smart. CMi Colonel ! I undei*{laDd yon. 
Betty, bring the canifter : I have but very little of 
this tea left ; but I don't love to make two wants of 
one ; want when I have it, and want when I have it 
DOt He, he, he, be. J^Lamgbs. 

Lady Anfw. \to the maid.] Why, furc^ /Betty,, 
you are bewitched, the cream is burnt too. N 

Betty. 
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Betty. Why, Madam^ the bifhop has fet his foot 
in it. 

Lady Smart. Go, run girl, and warm fomc frcfh 
cream. 

Betty. Indeed Madam, there's none left ; for the 
cat has eaten it all. 
Lady Smart, I doubt it was a cat with two legs. 
Mijs. Colonel, don't you love bread and butter 
with your tea ? 

CoL Yes, in a morning. Mils : for they fay, 
butter is gold in a morning, filver at noon, but it 
is lead at night. 

Neverout. Mifs, the weather is fo hot, that my 
butter melts on my bread. 

Lady Anfw. Why, butter, I have heard 'em fay, 
is mad twice a-year. 

Ld Sparkijh. [to the maid] Mrs. Betty, how 
does your body politic ? 
CoL Fie, my Lord, you'll make Mrs. Betty blufh. 
Lady Smart, Blufh f ay, blufh like a blue dog. 
NcFuerout. Pray, Mrs. Betty, are you not Tom 
Johnfoa's daughter ? 
Betty. So my mother tells me. Sir. 
Ld Sparkijh. But, Mrs Betty, I hear you arc in 
love. 

Betty. My Lord, I thank God, I hate no body : 
I am in charity with all the world. 

Lady Smart. Why, wench, I think thy tongue 
runs upon wheels this morning. How came yon 
by that fcratch upon your nofe ? have you been 
fighting with the cats ? 
Cd. Qto Mils.] Mifs, when will you be married } 
Mifs. One of thefe odd-come-fhortly's, Colonel. 
Neverout Yes ; they fay the match is half made, 
the fpark is willing, but Mifs is not. 

Mifs. I fiippofe the gentleman has got his own 
confent for it. 

Latfy Anjw. Pray, my Lord, did you walk ihro' 
the park in the rain. 

Ld 
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LdSparkiJh. Yes, Madam, we were neither ^iigar 
nor fait, we were not afraid the rain would melt us. 
He, he, he. [Laugh. 

CoL It rained, and the fun fhone at the fame 
time. 

Neverout, Why, then the devil was beating his 
i?ife behind the door with a flioulder of mutton. 

\^Laugh. 

€oL A blind man would be glad to fee that. 

Lady Smart. Mr. Neverout, methinks you ftand 
in your own light. 

Neverout. Ah ! Madam, I have done fo all my 
life. 

Ld Sparkijh. I'm fiire he fits in mine. Pr'ythee, 
Tom, fit a little farther : I believe your father was 
noglafier. •;.. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, dear girl fill me out a di£h of 
tea, for Fm very lazy. 

Mifs flls out a dijb of //*, Jweetens t\ and then 
taftes it. 

Lady Smart. What, Mifs, will you be my tafter ? 

Mifs, No, Madam ; but they fay 'tis an ill cook 
' that can't lick her own fingers. 

Neverout Pray, Mifs, fill me another. 

Mifs. Win you have it now, or Itay till you 
get it ? 

Lady Anfiu. But, Colonel, they fay you went to 
court laft night very drunk : nay, I'm told for cer- 
tain, you had been among the Philiftines : no won- 
der the cat wink'd, when both her eyes were out. 

CoL Indeed, Madam, that's a lie... . 

Lady Anfx). Tis better I fliould lie than you 
fliould lofe your good manners : befides, I don't 
lie, i fit. 

Nsverout, O faith, Colonel, you muft own you 
had ^^ drop in your eye : when I left you, you 
were half feas over. 

2 '"^' Ld 
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Ld Sparkijb. WcU^ I fear Lady Anfwcrall can't 
live long, fhe has %'much wit. 

Neverout. No;^&e can't live that's certain; but 
flie may linger twtv or forty years. 

Mifs. Live lo^g ! ay, longer than a cat or a dog, 
or a better thing. 

Lady Anfw^ Oh ! Mifs, you muft give your vardi 
too! 

Ld Sparkijh. Mifs, ihaH I fill you another difh of 
tea? 

Mifs. Indeed, my Lord, I have drank enough. 
Ld Sparhjh. Come, it will do you more good 
than a month's failing ; here, take it. 

Mifs. No, I thank your Lordfhip ; enough's as 
good as a feaft. 

LdSparkifb. Well; but if you always fay no, 
you'll never be married. 

Lad^ Anfw. Do, my Lord, give her a difh ; for 
they fay, inaids will fay no, aad take it. 

Ld Sparitfh. Well ; and I dare fay Mifs is a maid 
in thought, word,. and deed. 

Neverout. I would not take my oath of that. 
Mijs, Pray, Sir, fpeak for yourfelf. 
Lady Smart. Fie, Mifs, they fay maids fhould be 
feen, and not heard. 

Lady Anfv). Good Mifs, flir the fire, that the tea- 
kettle may boil. You have done it very well ; 

now it burns purely. Well, Mifs, you'll have a 
cheerful hufband. 

Mifi. Indeed your Ladyfhip could have flirred it 
much better. 

Lady Anfw. I know that very well, hufly j but I 
won't keep a dog and bark myfclf. 
Neverout. What! vou are fick, Mifs. 
Mifs. Not at all ; tor her Ladyfhip meant you. 
Neverout. Oh ! faith, Mifs, you ai'e in lob's- 
pound ; get out as you can. 

Mifs. I won't quarrel with my bread and butter 
for ail that ; I know when I'm well. 
Vol. IX. I L(id:j 
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.JLadjf. Anfku. Well ; ' bm Mifi 

Neverout. Ah! deaifMflfdam/letlhetnittterfoll.'; 
?take pity on poorMifs ; don't throw ^ater on u 
drowned rat. 

. .'iMifs. Indeed, Mr^Ncverout, -you fliould he -cut 
'For the fimples this morning : fay uw^^d more, and 
lyou.'had as^ good eat yoiEir.Aaik. 

Ld Sparkifb^ Pray, Mifs, will you be fo good «s 
/to.favourus iwith a liong ? 

Mifs. Indeed, My Lord, I can't ; for I have a 
-{[reatccdd. 

tt%/. Oh! Mifs, they fay aU ;goOd <fif>gers have 
.^ xolds. 

Ld Sparkijb. Briy, ^Mada^v, does^^nct 'Mifs iing 
▼cry well ? 

iLaijf^ Af^w. 'Shei^ngs, as one mTiffay^ my I^rd, 

Myi. 1 Jiear Mr. NoveroBt 4ias a -very good 
^ice. . ^ ..;■..-•—••• 

C(9/. Yes, Tomj&]^gsf3«K^,4mt4li»kl€k'$^nau^ht. 
. iNavertiKt^^Vviih^'^^hlM^^^ de- 

tilifh box on the ear. 

C9L iMifs, ^H'/yontAke-a pinbh^ fntrfF? 

7>fi/}. No, iCkikonel, you mtft know 'that t never 
nsike fmiff ilnit.:«^n*:^i^m angiy . 

Lady Anfw. Yes, yes, fhe can take' finiff, 'but flue 
4ia$ never a bcoc to {mt (it ki. 

Mifi. Pray, Colonel, let i^e^ce that box. 
. J^i^/.^ Madap, .there's nex^er a. C- upcm it. 

Mifs. May be there is, Colonel. 

Mai. **Ay/4>ut May-bees don't fly fiow,^ifs. 

Neverout. Colonel, why fo hard upon poorMif^? 
Don't fct your wit pgaiAft a thfld. H\kr, ' give me 
a blow, and I'll beat him. 

Mifs. Soiihe way'd me to tell yon, 

' La Sp^fikifb. Tray, »iny Lady Smart, -tAat ^in 
-axe yoU' to liotd f^oxz ? 

Lady Smart. Why, Jhis grandmother aadflaiae 
jud fonrelbon^s. 

La^ Anfw, *Well| mcthbks here's a.^ent meet- 

■ TOg* 
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ing. Come> Mifi^ hold up your head, girl ; there's 
money hid for you.. fMJiJiarts. 

Mifs. Lord, Madam, you frighten me out of my. 
fevea fen/es ! 

LdSparkiftr. Well,, Ijnufl be going. 

Lady Anfv}^. I have feen haftler people than yomi 
ftay all night... 

Col. [^o-La^SmartQ- Tomv-Ncverout amd I-are^ 
to leap to-n ron xw F 'for: asgufaiea; 

Mijs. Ibelic«cv-CoiGnje^Bfr*.Ncv€roiatGankap 
at a crufkrbetter tlaua*yov. 

A^rfwr.,Mi%. yoon toRg9t*rafit befbr^your 
wit; nothing can tame youbtatxabiiftaiid; 

Mifs. Peace ! I think I hear the church-clock. 

NevermH Wlq% yraksKyW) 9»die fooLthinks— 

Lad^ Sm9rt..iSk. licvoBOnt^.ycnue handkerchief's' 
Men. 

Mfi^. Let'Janrjftt'hitf^tfonron it^ tfatt ity mayn't 
fly iorhwrfKR. 

M/u.Af;, ayr! nlax^ajone fif^weU that thinks- 
ill. /viv--^- 

A^irnwi^-. Wc% Mifi,, ML think oa thisi. ^^^ ; 

At7/t; Thati^rli^iiie, if you.'take'it inrtiQiel^^^'' 

jyeutrmta. Whaicf: I fee yon are: a poet; ^K - 

Mifs. Yes ; if I had but the wit to Ihew iti " ' 

Jiki/^reiOr, Mcfiy uriHyoB be fo kind' as to fill me 
a difli of tea ?. 

Mifi^. Kray,. let ytwir betters be- ferved before 
pnxt'y- Ifm^ pa& gvmg to fill one for myfelf ; and 
Tmt know;, the painoni ai^ivays; chriilens> his. avfw 
«liild firft. 

NaMrotiAi:'But:J: &w you. fill one juft* noi» for 
the Coionel : well,, I find kiffing goes^^by favour* 

MJk But pray^y Mr; Neverour, what lady was 
that: ytm wsoctalkdng with in the fide-box la(t 
Snefiday-?: 

Nai^nauL. Mifi^ can you keep a fecret I 

Mifs. Ycsy I can. 
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. Neverout. Well, Mifs, and fo can I, 

Col. Odd fo ! I have cut my thumb with this 
curfed knife. 

Lady Anfw. Ay; that was your mother's faulty 
l>ecaufe ihe only warn'd you not to cut your fin- 
gers. 

Lady Smart. No, no; 'tis only fools cut their 
fingers, but wife folks cut their thumbs 

Mifs. I'am forry for it, but I can't cry. 

Col, Don't you thii^ Mifs is grown? 

La^ Anh), Ay, ay, ill weeds grow apace. 

Mifs. No, MsKlam, with iubmifiion, 'tis weeds 
of grace that grow apace,^ 

Apuffoffmoke comes down the chimney. 

Laefy Anjw. Lord, Madam, does your hzdf" 
ihip's chimney fmoke ? 

Col, No Madam ; but they fay fmoke always 
purfues the fair, and your Ladyfhip fat neareft. 

Lady Smart. Madam, do you love Bohea tea ? 

LaJy Anfw. Why, Madam, I muft coofefs I do 
love it, but it does not love me. 

Mifs. Xfo Lady Smart.^ Indeed, Madam, your 
LadyOiip is very fparing of your tea : I proteft, 
the laft difh I took was no more than water be- 
witch'd. 

CoL Pray Mifs, if I may be fo bold, what lover 
gave you that fine etuy ? 
: Mtfs, Don't you know? then keep counfel. 

Lady Anfw. PU tell you. Colonel who gave it 
her ; it Was the bed lover {he will ever have while 
jihe lives, her own dear pappa. 

Neverout. Methinks, Mifs, I don't much like the 
colour of that riband. 

Mifs. Why then, Mr. Neverout, do you fee, if 
you don't much like it, you may look oflf of it. 

Ld Sparktfh. I don't doubt, Madam, but your 
Ladyfhip has heard that Sir John Briik has got an 
employment at court. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart. Yes, yes ; and I warrant he thinks 
himfelf no fmall fool now. 

Neverout. Yet, Madam, I have heard fomc peo- 
ple take him for a wife man. 

Lady Smart. Ay, ay ; lome are wife, and fomc 
are otherwife. 

L^dy Anfw. Do you know him, Mr. Neverout ? 

Neverout. Know him ! ay, as well as the beggar 
knows his di£h. 

Col. Well ; I can only fay that he has better luck 
than honefler folks : but pray, how came he to 
get this employment ? 

Ld Sparkijh. Why, by chance, as the man kill'd 
the devil. 

Neverout. Why, Mifs, you arc in a bix>wn ftu- 
dy ; what'9 the matter ? Methinks you look like 
Mum-chance, that was hang'd for faying nothing. 

Mifs. I'd have you ta know, I fcorn your words. 

Neverout. Well ; but fcornful dogs will eat dirty 
puddings. 

Mifs. Well ; my comfort is, your tongue is no 
flander. What ! you woiild not have one be al- 
ways on the high grin ? 

Neverout, Cry map-fticks. Madam ; no offence, 
I hope. l^Lady Smart breaks a ha-cup. 

Lady Anfw. Lord, Madam, how came you to 
break your cup ? 

Lady Smart . I can't help it, if I would cry my 
eyes out. 

Mifs, Why, fell it. Madam, and buy a new one 
with fome of the money. 

Col. 'Tis a folly to cry for fpilt milk. 

Lady Smart. Why, if things did not break or 
wear out, how would tradefmen live ? 
. Mifs. Well ; I am very fick, if any body car'd 
for it. [Shefpits.'} I believe 1 fhall die, for I can't 
^it from me. 

Neverout. Come then, Mifs, e'en make a die of 
it and then we fhall have a burying of our own. 

I 3 Mifi. 
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I^Vifs. The devil take jou, Ncverout, befides alf 
fmall curfes. 

Lr.dy Anfw, Many come up : what^ plain Ncver- 
out ! methinks you might have aa M. under your 
girdle, Mifs. 

Lady Smart. Well, well, naught's never ia dan- 
ger; I warrant, Mifs will fpit in her hand, and hold 
£aft^. Colonel,, do you like this bifket ? 

dW. Pm l&e alt fools ; I love every thing that's> 
good 

Lady Smart. Well,^ and isn't it pure goodi^ 

€oL Tis better than a worle. 

Footman brings the Colonel a letter. 

Lady Anfw. I fuppofe. Colonel, that's a billct=^ 
doux from your miArefs. 

Col, Egad, I don't know whence it comes ; bur 
whoever writ it, writes a h^nd like a foot. 

Mifs. Well, you may make a fecret of it, but we 
can fpell and Mt together. 

Neverout. mihi what fpells b double uzzard T 

Mifs Buzzard' in your teeth, Mr. Neverout. 

Lady Smart, Nbw you are up, Mr. Neverout, 
win you do me the favour, to do me the kindnefs,. 
to take oflF the tca-ketde ? 

LdSpark:fb, I wonder what makes thefe bells 
ring. 

LafyAnfm. Why, my Lord, Ifuppofe, bccaufe 
they pull the ropes. {Here aU laugher 

Neverout plays with a te^-cup* 
Mifs- Now^ child would have cried half an hour' 
before k would have found out fuch a pretty play- 
thing. 

Lady Smart. Well faid,^ Mifs : I vow, Mr. Never- 
.out, the girl is too hard for you. 

Neverout. Ay, Mifs will lay any thing but her 
prayer$> and thole ihe whifiles. 
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Mifs. Pray, Colonel, make me a prefent of thac 
pretty pen-knife. 

LdSparkiJb^ Ay, Mifr,. catch him at that and 
hang him. 

CoL Not for the world, dear Mifs ; it will cut 
love. 

Ld Sparki/b Colonel, you fliall be married firft^ 
r was juft going to f?tf that. 

Lady Smart. Weil, but for all dbat, I can tell you 
who is a great admiper of Mifs. Pray, Mifs, how 
do you like Mr. Spruce ? I iwear I-have often feem 
him caft a fheep*s eye out of a calf's head at you x- 
deny it if you can. 

Mifs, Oh ! Madam ; all the world knows that 
Mr. Spruce is a general lover.. 

Col. Come, Mifs, 'tis too true to make a jeft on» 

IMifs blujbes. 

Lady jtnfw. Well, however, blufhlng is fome figii» 
ef grace. 

Neverovt. Mifi fays nothing ; but I warrant ihc 
pays it off with thinking. 

Mifs, Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, you arc 
pleas'd to divert yourfelves : but, as I hope to be 
fev'd, there's nothing in it. 

Lady Smart. Touch a gall'd horfe, and he'll wince: 
love will creep where it dare not go :r Td hold a 
hundred pound Mr. Neverout was the inventor of 
that ftory ; and. Colonel, I doubt you had a finger 
in the pye. 

Lady Anfiv. But^ Colonel, you forgot to falute 
Mifs when you came in ; flie faid you had not beei^ 
here a long time. 

Mifs, Fie, Madam J I vow, Colonel, I iaid no»* 
fuch thing ;. I wonder at your Ladyfhip. 

Col. MHs, I beg your pardon. 

Goes to falute her^ fti€ firuggUf a little. 

Mifs. Wcll> I'd rather give a knave a kifs for 

once 
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once than be troubled with him ; but, upon my 
word, you arc more bold than welcome. 

Lady Smart. Fie, fie,, Mifs ! for fhame of the 
world, and fpeech of good people, 

Neverout to Mifsj who is cooking her tea^ and bread 
and butter . 
Neverout. Come, come, Mifs, make much of 
naught \ good folks are fcarce. 

Mifs. What ! and you muft come in with your 
two eggs a penny, and three of them rotten. 

CoU [toLdSpaykiJk.'] But, my Lord, I had for- 
got to aik you, how like you my new cloaths ? 

Ld Sparkijh. Why, very well. Colonel; only, 

tQ deal plainly with you, methinks the worft piece 

is in the middle [^Here a loudlaughy often repeated. 

CoU My Lord, you arc too fevere on your 

friends. 

Mifs, Mr. Neverout, J'm hot, are you a fot ? 
Neverout. I*m cold, are you a fcold } take you 
that 

Lady Smart, I confefs that was home. I find, 
Mr. Neverout, you won't give your head for the 
wafliing, as they fay. 

Mifs, Oh ! he's a fore man where the fldn's o ^ I 
fee Mr. Neverout has a mind to fharpen the edge 
of his wit on the whetftone of my ignorance. 

Ld Sparkifh, Faith, Tom, you are ftruck ! I ne- 
ver heard a better thing. 

Niverout. Pray, Mifs, give me leave to fcratch 
you for that fine fpeech. 

Mifs Pox on your pifture, it coft me a groat the 
drawmg. 

Neverout, {Jo Lady Smart,"] 'Sbuds, Ma lam, 
I have burnt my hand with your plaguy tea-kettle. 
Lady Smart, Why, then, Mr. Neverout, you 
muft fay, God Tave the King. 

Neverout, Did you ever fee the like ? 
Mifs. Never but once, at a wedding. 

Col 
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Coi, Pray, Mifsy. how old are you ? 

Mi/s. Why, I'm as old as my tongue, and a 
little older than my teeth. 

Ld. Sparki/b. Ito Lady AnfwT] Pray^. Madam, 
is Mifs Buxom mairicd ?- I hear 'tis all over the 
town. 

Lady Anf. My Lord, ihe'9 either married^ cr 
worfc. 

Col. If fhe ben*t married, at leaft (he's luftily pro- 
mis'd. But is it certain that Sir John Blunderbufi 
is dead at laft i ' 

Ld Sparki/b. Ycs^ or elfe he's- £idiy wrong'€^ ; 
for they have buried him. 

Mils* Why, if he be dead^ he'U eat no more 
bread. 

Col. But is he really dead ? 

Lady jlnfio. Tes, Colonel; as Aire as you're ^ 
liver— 

Col. They fay he was an hpne^fl: man. 

LadyAnfw. Yes," with good looking to. 

Mifs feels a pimple on her face. 

Mifs. Lord ! I think my goodnefs is coming out^ 
Madam, will your Ladyfliip pleafe to lend me a 
patch. 

Neverout. Miis, If you are a maid, put your . 
hand upon your'fpot. 

Mifs. There 

Covering her face with both her hands. 
Lady Smart. "Woii, thou art a mad girl. 

( Gives her. a tap. 
Mifs. Lord, Madam, is that a blow to give a 
child ? 

Lady Smart let fall her handkerchiefs and the Colonel 
floops for it. 
Lady Smart. Colonel, you Ihall have a better of- 
fice. 



jo<J PCtt^ITE GONVERSATIDNi 

CoU Oh) Madam, I can?c hare a better dian tx>^ 
ferve your LadyfHip. 

[Ti Lndy /fnfweralL} MaiBun^ has your Lady- 
fbip read the new play written by. a. Lord ?. It is 
tdUed^ Love in a hallDTih tree i 

Lady Anfw, No, Colonel. 

Col. Whf, then your Ladyflii{Lhas.one pleafuire 
to come. 

M^sjigbr.. 

Neverout. Pray. Mifs, why do you fl^?^ 

Mifi. To ittaIleca^£6ol'!aik^ and you aire dxor&ft; 

Neverout. ^ Why^ Mifs, Ijfind thece* &cnothingibntr^ 
a<bit and .a blow with, you^ 

Lady Anf. Why, you muft know that Mifs-iidnui 
love. 

1^1 Lwffhjmytheadhiaj^iMverakGttUthaC'da^ 

LdSparki/b. Come, Mifs, never figh, but- fea^I 
£Dr him. 

Lady SvomttandcLs^^JitTii'fkm^^^ 
If he be hanged, he'll come hopping ; and it he be 
drown'd, he'll c(nne"drQf)pii^; 

Mfs. W^^ PfwoairypullimaKeionQLdiaidihL 
Ij ai ighin g;. 

MiftypJafiwitKasttoicnfLi^ amd^veroiaywitizmttbir.^ 

Neverout. Well.; I fee one^ fooJ makes-many« 

Mi/s. And you are the greareft fool of any. 

Neverout. Pray, Mifs^, will you be fo kin«Lto tie 
this firing ifor me Mdch; youi: fair handsry itwi^go 
albiii your day'swork. 

. Mifs^ Miatry^ come: upi indeed;, tie it youtfelf, 
you have as many hands as I ; your man's man iKitt:> 
have a. fine office truly ; come, pray, ftand out of 
iSsf fpifiting pdace. 

Neverout. Well; but, Mi6, don't be.angry. 

ikf j^.,. Na: I was never, angry in ray! lifeLbutt 

oncB^,. 
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-once, and then no body car'd for it ; fo I rcfolv'd 
never to be angry again. 

Neverout. Well ; but if you'll tic it, you fhaU 
never know what I'll do for you. 
Mi/s, So I fuppofe, truly. 
Nevertmt.' ^cU ; but TBI make you a fine prdcnt 
-one of theft days. 

Mifs. Ay 5 when the devil's blind, and his eyes 
•arc not fore yet. 

Neverout, No, Mifs, 1*11 fend it you to-morrow. 
Mijs. Well, well : to-morrow^s a new day ; but 
1 fuppofe, you mean to-morrow come never. 

Neverout. Oh! *tis the prctticft thing : I aflure 

70U thei'c came but two of inem over in three fhips* 

M'tfs. Would I could fee it, quoth blind Hugh. 

But why did you not bring me a prefent of fhuff 

ihis morning? 

i^everout. Becaufe, Mils, you never alk'd me ; 
luad 'tis an ill dog that's not worth whiffling for. 

Li Sparktfly. THo Lady ^j^fi^-l Pray, Madam, how 
came your Ladyfliip laft Thurfiday to go to that o- 
■dious puppet*4how ? 

Col, Why, to be fure, here Ladyfliip went to 
fee, and to befeen. 

Lady Anfw. You have made a fine fpeech, Colo- 
^icl ; pray, what will you take for your mouth- 
piece ? 

LdSparkiJh, Take that. Colonel. But, pray, 
Madam, was my Lady Snuff there ? They fay flie's 
•extremely handfome. 

Lady Smart. They muft not fee with my eyes, 
^that think fo. 

Neverout. She may pafs mufter well enough. 
Lady Anfw. Pray, how old do you take her to 
• be ? 

CoL Why, about five or fix and twenty. 
Mffs. I fwcar flic's no chicken j ihc's on the wrong 
fide of thirty, if Ihe be a day. 
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Lady Anfw. Depend upon it, ftie'U never fee five 
and thirty, and a bit to fpare. 

CoL Why, they fay, ihc's one of the chief toafts 
in town. 

Lady Smart. Ay, when all the reft are out of it. 

Mifs^ Well ^ J would not be as fick, as ihe's proud, 
for all the world. 

Lady Anfw. She looks, as if butter wou'd'n't melt 
in her mouth, but I warrant cheefe won't choke 
her. 

Neverout. I hear my Lord What-d'ye-call-him 
is courting her. 

Ld Sparkifb. What Lord d'ye mean, Tom ? 

Mifs, Why, my Lord, I fuppofe Mr. Neverout 
means the Lord ot the Lord knows what. 

CoL 1 hey fay (he dances very fine. 

Lady Anjw. She did ; but I doubt her dancing 
days are over. 

CoL I can't pardon her for Jief rudenefs to me. 

Lady Smart, Well ; but you muft forget and 
forgive. 

Fcotman comes . in. 

Lady Smart. Did you call Betty ? 
Fvotman, She'-s coming. Madam. 
Lady Smarts ComiR^l ay, fo is Chi^iftmas. 

Betty comes ^in. 

Lady Smart. Come, get ready my things. Where 
has the wench been thcfe three hours 2 

Betty. Madam, I can't go fairer than my legs will 
carry me. 

Lady Smart. Ay, thou haft a head, and fo has a 
pin. But, my Lord, all the town has it, that Mi6 
Caper is to be married to b'lv Peter Giball. One 
thing is certain, that (he hath promifcd to have 
him. 

I " Ld 
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Ld SparHJb^ Why, Madam, you know, promi- 
fes are either broken or kept. 

Lady Anjw. I beg your pardon, my Lord ; pro* 
mifes and p^e-crufl are made to be broken. 

Lady Smart. Nay, I had it from my Lady Carry- 
lie's own mouth. I tell you my tale, and my tale's 
author ; if it be a lie, you have it as cheap as L 

Lady Anfw. She and I had fome words laft Sun- 
day at church ; but, I think, I gave her her own. 

Lady Smart. Her tongue runs like the clapper of 
a mill ; (he talks enough for herfelf and all the 
company. 

Neverout* And yet flie fimpers like a firmity- 
kettle. 

Mifs looking in a glafs. 

Mils Lord, how my head is drefs'd to-day ! 

€01 Oh, Madam ! a good face needs no band. 

Mifs. ^o ; and a bad one deferves none. 

CoL Pray, Mifs, where is your old acquaintance 
Mrs. Wayward? 

Mifs. Why, where fhould flie be ? If you muft 
needs know, fhe's in her Hcin. 

Col. I can anfwer that : what if you were as far 
out as file's in ?■ 

Mifs. Well, I promifed to go this evening to 
Hyde-park on the water ♦ ; but I proteft I am half 
afraid. 

Neverout. Never fear, Mifs ; you have the old 
proverb on youi: fide, Naught's ne'er in danger. 

CoL Why, Mifs, let Tom Neverout wait on you ; 
and then ( warrant you'll be as fafe as a thief in a 
mill ; for you know, He that's born to be hanged, 
will never be drowned. 

Neverout. Thank you. Colonel, for your good 
word ; but faith, if ever 1 hang, it fhall be about 
a fair lady's neck. 

• A cant phrafe for taking pleaAire OA the livCr iThiinci in a boit. 

Vol. IX. K L«^ 
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Lady Smart. Who's there ? hid the chMren be 
quiet, and not laugh fo loud. 

Lady Aniw. Oh, Madam, kt'era laugh, theyll 
ne'er laugh younger. 

Nevtrout Miis, 111 tell you a fecrct, if you'll 
promil'e never to tell it again. 

Mljs. No, to be fure ; I'll tell it to no body but 
friends and Grangers. 

Nevermt. Why, then, there's fome dirt in ray 
tea-cup. 

Mifs. Come, come, the more there's ia't, the 
more there's on't. 

Lady Anfw. Poh !\you muft eat a peck of dirt 
before you die. 

CoL Ay, ay ; it goes all one way.. 

Neverout. Pray, Mifs, what's a clock ? 

Mifs. Why^ you muft know, 'tis a thing like a 
bell, and you are a fool that can't tell. 

Neverout* [to Lady AnfwJ] JPray, Madam, do 
you tell me ; for I have let my watch run down. 

L'tdy Anfw. Why,, 'tis half anhour paft hanging- 
time. 

CoL Well ; I am like the butcher that was look- 
ing for his knife, and had it in his moutk: I have 
been fcarching my pockets for my foaaflF-box, andj 
egad, here it is in my hand, 

Mtfs^ If it had been a bear, it would hav« bi( 
you, Colonel. Well, I wiih I had fuch a fiiiiff- 
box. 

Neverout You'll be long enough before you wifli 
your ikin full of eyelet-holes. 

Col. Wiih in one hand 

* Mifs, Out upon you : Lord, what can the man 



mean 



} 



Ld Sparkifb. This tea's very hot. 

• This fntence is remarkably chara£leriftic and beantiful. By 
^h.' frrt i*^ appeals, that Mifs knew the refl- } and by the Utter, thit 
|n the fame breath (he labouied to conceal her knowledge. 

Lady 
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LaJy Anfw. Why, it came from a hot place, xny 
Lord. 

Colonel f pills his tea. 

Lady Smart. That's as well done as if I had done 

it myfclf. 
C§L Madam/ I find you live hy ill neighbours, 

when yon are forced to praife yourfelf . 
La<fy Smart. So they pray'd me to tell you. 
Never out. "Well, I won't drink a drop more ; if 

Vdo, 'twill go down like chopt hay. 
Mifs Pray don't fay no, till you are afk'd. -^, 
Neverout, Well, what you pleafe, and the reft 

again* 

Mifs pooping for a pin. 

Mifs. I have heard 'em fay, that a pin a day is a 
groat a-year. Well, as I hope to be married, for- 
give me for fwearing, I i^ow *m a needle. 

Col. Oh ! the wonderful works of nature, that 
fblackben ffaM^d lay a white egg ! 

Ntiurout, What ! you have found a mare's neft, 
and laugh at the eggs. 

Mrfs. Pray, keep your breath to cool your por- 
ridge. 

Neverout. Mifs, there was a very pleafant acci- 
dem taft night at St. James's Park. 

Mifs. [to Lfidy Smart.'] What was it your Laciy- 
Ihip was going to iay jiift now ? 

Ifeverout Wdi, Mifs ; tdl a mare a tale — — -• 

Mfi. I "find you love to hear yourfelf talk. 

Neverout. Why, if you won't hear my tale, kifs 
my, irfc. 

Mifs. Out upon you for a filthy creature ! 

Neverout. What, Mifs 1 muft I tell you a ftory, 
«ad find you ears ? 

Ld Sparkifi), [to Lady Smart.'] Pray, Madam, 
don^you think Mrs.Spendall very genteel ? 

Lady Smart. Why, my Lord, luhink <he was cut 
K 2 ON^^ 



M2 POLITE CONVERSATION. 

out for a gentlewoman, but fhe was fpoil'd in the 
making: fhe weai's her cloaths as if they were 
thrown on her with a pitchfork ; and for the fa- 
fhion, I believe they were made in the reign of 
Queen Befs. 

heverout. Well, that's neitRer here nor there ; 
for, you know, the more carelefs the more modifh. 

CoL Well, rd hold a wager there will be a match 
between her and Dick Dolt : and I believe I can fee 
as far into a millftone as another man. 

Mifs, Colonel, I muft beg your pardon a thou- 
land limes ; but they fay an old ape has an old eye. 

Neverout, Mifs, what do you mean ! youll fpoil 
the Colonel's marriage, if you call him old. 

CoL Not fo old, nor yet fo cold — You know the 
reii, Mifs. 

Mifs. Manners is a fine thing, truly. 

CoL Faith, Mifs, depend upon it, 111 give you 
as good as a you bring. What ! if you give a jeft, 
you muft take a jeft. 

Lady Smart, Well, Mr. Neverout, you'll ne'er 
have done till you break that knife, and then the 
man won't take it again. 

Mifs. Why, Madam, fools will be meddling : I 
wifli he may cut his fingers I hope you can fee 
your own blood without fainting. 

Neverout. Why, Mifs, you Ihine this morning 
like a fh— n barn-door; you'll never hold out at 
this rate ; pray fave a little wit for to-morrow. 

Mifs. Well, you have faid your fay ; if people 
will be rude, I have done ; my comfort is, 'twill 
be all one a thoufand years hence. 

Neverout. Mifs, you have fhot your bolt ; I find 

you muft have the laft word. Well, I go to the 

opera to night. — No, I can't neither, for I have 

fome bufinefs and yet I think I muft ; for I pro- 

xnis'd to fquire the Countefs to her box. 

Mifs, The Countefs of Puddledock, Ifuppofe. 

Neverout, Peace or war, Mifs i 

Lady 
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Lsdy Smart. Well, Mr. Neverout, you'll never 
be mad, you are of fp many minds. 

y^s Mifs rifeSy the chair falls behind Ijer. 

Mlfs. Well; I lhan*t be Lady Mayorefs this 
year. 

Neverout. No, Mifs, 'tis worfe than that; you 
won't be married this year. 

Mifs* Lord ! you make me laugh, tho' I an't 
well. 

Neverout^ as Mifs is Jiandtng^ puUs her fuddenly on 
his lap. 

Neverout. Now, Colonel, come, fit down on my 
lap ; more facks upon the mill 

Mifs, Let me go : ar'n't you forry for my hea- 
vinefs ? 

Neverout. No, Mifs ; you are very light : but I 
doi^t fay you are a light huffy. Pray take up the 
chair for your pains. 

Mifs. 'Tis but one body's labour ; you may do it 
yourlelf : I wifh you would be quiet ; you hav^ 
more tricks than a dancing bear. 

Neverout rifes to take the chair^ and Mifs fits in his. 

Neverout. You wou'dn't be fo foon in my grave. 
Madam. 

Mifs. Lord ! I have torn my petticoat with your 
odious romping : my rents are coming in ; I'm a- 
fraid I fliall fall into the ragman's hands* 

Neverout. Til mend it, Mifs. 

Mifs. You mend it I go, teach your grannam to 
fuck eggs. 

Neverout. Why, Mifs, you are fo crofs, I could 
find in my heart to hate you.^ 

Mifs. With all my heart : there will be no love 
loft between us. . 

K 3 Never- 
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Never&ut. Bat pray, my Lady Smart, does not 
Mifs look as if flie could eat me without fait i 

Mifs, ril make you one day fup forrow for this. 

NeviTGuU Well, follow your own way, you'll 
live the longer. 

Mifs. See, Madam, how well I have mended it. 

Lady Smart. 'Tis indifferent, «s Dell dance'd^ 

Never out, 'Twill laft as many nights as days. 

Mifs. Well, I knew I jfhould never have your 
good word. 

Lady Smart, My Lord, my Lady Anfwerall and 
I was walking in the park laft night till near eleven ; 
'twas a very fine night. 

Neve rout. Egad, fo was I ; and Fll tell you a eo- 
mical -acoklent ; egad, I loft my underftandhig. 

Miju Vm glad you had any to lofe. 

Lady -Smart. Well, btit what <io you meaD ? 

Never out Egad, I kick'd my foot againft a ftone^ 
tnd tore off the heel of my flioe, and was fcMHJc'd 
«o limp to a cobkr in the Pall Mall to have it put 
on. He, he, he, he. \_AU laugh, 

Ctl Oh I -twas a delicate night to run away with 
another man's wife. 

Neverout fneezes, 

Mifs, God blefs you, if you han't taken fnuff. 
. Neverout, Why, wliat if I have, Mifs ? 

Mifs. Why then, the deuce take you. 

Neverout, Mifs, I want that diainox^ ring of 
yours. 

Mifs', Why iJicn, want's like to be your mafter. 
Nevercut looking at the ring, 

Neverottt, Ay, Marry, this is not only, but alfo ; 
pray where did you get it? 

Mifs, Why, where 'twas to be had; where the 
devil got the friar. 

ihvertntt, WcfH, iff I had fuch a fine idiamond iTog, 
I wou'dn't ftay a day in England : bwt, you know^ 
farfetcV^ 2tnA dear-bought is fit for ladies, i war- 
rant, this coft your father twopence taJ^pcimy. 

Mifs. 
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Mifs fitting between Neverout and the Colonel, 

Mi/s, Well ; here's a rofc between two nettles. 
Neverout. No, Madam, with fubmiflioni here's a 
settle between two r«fe9. 

Colonel ftretching himfelf. 

Lady Smart. "Wliy, Colonel, you break the Kmg's 
laws ; you ftretch without a halter. 

Lady Anjw. Colonel, fome ladies of your ac- 
quaintance have promis'd to breakfafl with you, 
and I am to wait on them ; what will you give us ? 

CoL Why, faith, Madam, batchelors fare; bread 
and chcefe, and kifles. 

Lady An fw. Poh! what have you bachelors to 
do with your money, but to treat the ladies ? 
you have nothing to keep but your own four quar- 
ters. 

Lady Smart. My Lord, has Capt. Brag the ho- 
nour to be related to yoxu* Lordfhip ? 

Ld Sparkjb. Very nearly. Madam, he's my cou- 
fingerman quite remov'd. 

Lady Anjw. Pray, is he not rich ? 

Ld Sparkijh. Ay, a rich rogue, two fhirts and a 
rag. 

CoL Well, however, they fay he has a great e- 
ftate, but only the right owner keeps him out 
of it. 
Lady Smart, What religion is he of? 

Ld Sparkijb, Why, he is an Anythingarian. 
Lady Anfw. I believe he has his religion to chufe, 
my Lord. 

Neverout [cratches his neck. 

Mifs. Fie^ Mr. Neverout, ar'n't you alham'd! 
I beg pardon for the expreflion ; but I'm afraid 
your bofom-friends are become your back-biters. 

Neverout. Well, Mifs, I faw a flea once on your 
pinner ; aad a loufe is a man's companion, but a 
flea is a dog's compamm. . However, I wifli yoii 

would 
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would fcratch mj neck with your pretty whittf 
hand. 

AiifS' And who would be fool then? I wou'dn*t 
touch a man's fiefli for the univerfe. You have 
the wrong fow by the ear, I affure you ; that's meat 
for your mafter. 

Neverout, Mifs Notable, all quarrels laid afide, 
pray ftep hither for a moment. 

Mifs. rU wafh my hands^ and wait on you. Sir 5 
but pray come hither, and try to open this lock. 

Never out. We'll try what we can do. 

Mifs. We ! — T- what, have you pigs in your 
belly? 

Never out. Mifs, I aflure you, I am very handy 
at all things. 

Mifs. Marry, hang them that cant't give them- 
felves a good word : I believe you may have an even 
hand to throw a loufe in the lire. 

CoL Well, I muft be plain, here's a verv bad 
fmell. 

Alifs, Perhaps, Colonel, the fox is the finder. 

Never out, iNo, Colonel ; 'tis only your teeth a- 
gainft rain : but 

Mifs. Colonel, I find you v^ould make a very bad 
poor man's fow. 

Colonel coughing. 

Col I have got a fad cold. 

Lady Anfw. Ay ; 'tis well if one can get any thing 
thefe hard times. 

Mifs. [to Col. 2 Choke, chicken, there^s more a- 
hatching. 

Lady Smart, Pray, Colonel, how did you get 
that cold ? 

Ld Sparkifh. Why, Madam, I fuppofe the Colo- 
nel got it by lying abed barefoot. 

Lady Anfw. Why then. Colonel, you muft take it 
for better for worfe, as a man takes his wife. 

Cd. 
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Col. Well, ladies, I apjurehend you without a 
conftable. 

Mi/s. Mr. Neverout ! Mr, Ncverout ! come hi- 
ther this moment. 

Lady Smart, [imitating her,'] Mr, Neverout ! Mr. 
Neverout ! I wifh he were tied to your girdle. 

Nevjsrout. What's the matter ? whofe mare's dead 
now ? 

Mifs. Take your labour for your pains ; you may 
go back again, like a fool as you came.. 

Neverout. Well, Mifs, if you deceive mc a fe- 
cond time, *tis my fault. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, methinks your coat is too 
fhort. 

Col. It will be long enough before I get another. 
Madam. 

Mifs. Come, come ; the coat's a good coat, and 
come of good friends. 

Neverout, Ladies, you are miftaken in the ftuffj 
'm half filk. 

CoL Tom Neverout, you arc a fool, and that'4 
your fault, 

A great noifi below. 

Lady Smart. Hey ! what a clattering is here ! one 
would think hell was broke loofe. 

Mifs. Indeed, Madam, I muft take my leave, for 
I a'n't well. 

Lady Smart. What ! you are fick of the mulli- 
grubs with eating chopt hay ? 

Mifs, No, indeed. Madam ; I'm fick and hungry, 
more need of a cook than a doftor. 

Lady Anfw. Poor Mifs ! fhe's fick as a cufliion, 
fhe wants nothing but fluffing. 

CqU If you are fick, you fliall have a candle of 
calf's eggs. 

Neverout, I can't find my gloves. 

MifS' I faw the dog running away with fome dirty 
thing a while ago. 

CqU 
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Col. Mifs, you have |;otiBfkandkcrchi«f; pray, 
let me have \u 

Lady Smart. No ; keep it, Mife ; for they- fay 
pofTeffion is eleven points of the law. 

Mifs. Madam, he ihaU never have it again ; 'tis 
in hucfters hands. 

Lady Anfw. What M fee 'tis raining again. 

Ld Sparkijb, Why then. Madam, we muftdo as 
Aej do la Spain. 

Lady Smari^ Pray, my Lord, how is that i 

Ld Sparkijb* Why, ^£l4am, wt muft let it rain.. 

Ji£fs vM/per^ Lady SmarU 

. Nevtrout. Thcre^ no whifpcrmg, bat there V 
lying. 

Mifs, Lordi Mr. Nevcrout, you are as pert as 
a pear-monger this morning. 

hfeverwut. izideed, Mi6, you are very handibme. 

Mifs. Poh ! I know that akeady ; tell me news 

Somebody knocks at the door. 
Footman comes in. 

Footman, {ioCoLl^ AnplesiJeyoor honxMir, diere's 
X xnan below ^wants to ipeak to you. 

CoL Ladies, your pardon for a mimice. 

\C$i^goes Qut. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, I fent ycfterday to kmsrw haw 
ytm dMj batfou were gone abroad eaiiy. 

Mifs. Why, indeed, Madam, I was Punched up 
in a haokney-coach with three country acquaintan- 
ces, who caird upon me to take the air as £kr as 
Highgate. 

Lady Smart. And had you a pleafing airing? 

Mifs, No, Madam; it ratncd aH the time ; f was 
joked IQ death, and the road was fb bad, that I 

fcrcam'd 
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icream'd evcrj aaoment^ and catt'd to the couch- 
men. Pray, friend, don't fpill us. 

Nsverovt. So, Mifs, you were afraid that pride 
would have a fall. 

Mift. Mr. Neverouty when I want a fool 111 fend 
for you. 

LdSparkiJb. Mifs, didn't your !^ car bum taft 
night ? 

Mi/s, Pray irhy, my Lord i 

Ld Sparkijh. Becaufe I w»s then in fome compa- 
ny where you were ext^Ued to i^e ikies, I s^re 
you. 

Mifs. My lord, that was more their goodnefs 
than my defert. 

LdSpa^kyh. They &id, that you were a complete 
beauty. 

Mifs. My Lord, I am as God made me. 

Lady Smart. The girl's weU enough, ,if fhc had 
but another nofe. 

AKJi. Oh ! Madam^ I know I^fhall always liave 
your good word ; youiove toihelp a lame dog over 
the ftile. 

One knocks. 

Lady Smart. Who's there ? yotf're*on the wrong 
fide of the door : come in if you be fat. 

Cohnel annes^ in again, 

kdSparkifif. Why, Colonel, you are a man of 
great Inxfinefs. 

CoL Ay, ay, my Lord, I'm like my Lord May- 
or's fool, fuli of bufinefs and nothing to do. 

Lady Smart, My Lord, don't you think the Co- 
lonel's mightily feUen away of late ? 

L d Sparkijb. Ay, fell'n from a horfe-load tc^ a 
cart-load. 

Cai. Why, my Lord, egad I'm like a rabbit, fat 
and leaa in four and twenty hours. 

t«cfy 
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. Lady Smart. I allure you the Colonel waH 
ftrait as a pin. 

Mifs. Yes ; he's a handfome body*d man ii 
face. 

J^everout, A handfome foot and leg : G( 
mercy fhoe and ftocking ! 

Col. What ! three upon one ! that's foul play : 
would make a parfon fwear. 

Never out. Why, Mifs, what's the matter? 
look as if you bad neither won nor loft. 
- CoU Why, you muft know, Mifs lives upon 

Mifi, Yes, upon love and lumps of the 
board. 

Lady Anfw. Ay ; they fay love and pcafe pon 
ftre two dangerous things ; one breaks the h 
and the other the bdly. 

Mifs, {imitating Lady JnfweraWs tone,} 
pretty ! one breaks the hearty and the other 
bdly. 

Lady Anfw, Have a care ; they fay mockii 
catching. 

Mifs J I never heard that. 

Neverout, Why then, Mifs, you have a wr 
"^ — more than ever you had before, 

Mifs. Well ; live and learn. 

Neverout, Ay ; and be hang'd, and forget 

Mifs, Well, Mr. Neverout, take it as you p] 
but I fwear you are a fancy jack, to ufe fuel 
preffions. 

Neverout. Why then, Mifs, if you go to 
I muft tell you there's Jie'er a jack but ther 
jiU. 

Mifs. Oh ! Mr. Neverout, every body ki 
that you are the pink of courtefy, 

Neverout. And, Mifs, all the world allows, 
you are the flower of civility. 

Lady Smart > Mifs, I hear there was a great 
of company where you vifited laft hight : ] 
who were they ? 
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Mifs. Why, there was old Lady Forward, Mift 
To-and-again, Sir John Ogle, my Lady "Clapper, 
and I, quoth the dog. 

CoL Was your vific long, Mifs ? 

Mifs. Why, tnlly, they went all to the opera ; 
and fo poor Filgarlic came home alone. 

Neverout. Alack-a-day, poor Mils I methinks it 
grieves me to pity you 

Mi/s. What ! you think you faid a fine thing 
DOW ; well, if I had a dog with no more wit, I 
would hang him. 

Ld Sparkijh, Mifs, if it is manners, may I aik 
which is oldeft, you or Ijady Scuttle ? 

Mifs. Why, my Lord, when I die for age, (he 
may quake for fear. 

Laay Smvt.. She's a very great gadder abroad. 

Lady Jnfiu. Lord ! (he made me follow her laft 
week through all the fhops like a Tantinj pig *. 

Lady Smart. I remember you told m€f you had 
been with her from Dan to.Berfheba. 

Colonel fpits. 

CoL Lord ! I fhall die ; I cannot fpit from me. 

Mijs. Oh ! Mr. Neverout, my little Countefs has 
jufl lltter'd ; fpeak me fair, and 1 11 fet you down 
for a puppy. 

Ntverout. Why, Mifs, if I fpeak you fair, per- 
haps I may'nt tell truth. 

LdSparkiJby Ky, but Tom, fmoke that, flie calls 
you puppy by craft. 

Neverout. Well, Mifs, you ride the fore^horfe 
to-day. 



• St. Anthony's pig. It being fabled of St. Anthony the her- 
Bit, that he wronght a miraculous cur^ on an hog, it became a cuf- 
tom in feveral pUccs lo lie a bell abou: the j.eck of a pig, an^ main- 
tain it at the common charge in honour to his memory. Hence tb€ 
proverb, To follow like a Taminy-pig, 

Vol. IX. L Afi/s 
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Afif/j. Ay, many one fays well, that thinks ill. 

Neveroiit, Fie, V;ifs ; you faid that once before > 
and you know, too much of one thing is good for 
nothing. 

Mifs, Why, furc, we can't fay a good thing too . 
often. 

Ld Sparkijb, Well, fo much for that, and butter 
for fifh ; let us call another caufe. Pray, Madam, 
does your Ladyfhip know Mrs. Nice ? 

L^dy Smart, Perfe£lly well, my Lord ; flie's nice 
by name, and nice by nature. 

Ld Sparkijh. Is it poffible fhe could take that boo- 
by Tom Blunder for love ? 

Mijs. She had goodikill in horfe-flefh, that could 
chufe a goofe to ride on. 

Lady Anjw, Why, my Lord, 'twas her fate ; they 
fay marriage and hanging go by deftiny^ 

CoL I t>w^c ftie'U never be burnt for a witch. 

Ld Sparl^. They fay, marriages are made in 
heaven ; but I doubt, when fhe was married, fhe 
had no friend there. 

Neverout. Well, flic^ got out of God's bleflin^ 
into the warm fun. 

CoL The felltiw's well enough, if he had any 
guts in his brains. 

Lady Smart. They fay^ thereby hangs a tale. 

Ld Sparkijh, Why, he*s a mere hobbledehoy, 
neither a man nor a boy. 

Mifs^ Well, if I were to chufe a huiband, i 
would never be married to a little man. 

Neverout. Pray, why fo, Mifs ? for they fay, erf 
all the evils we ought to chufe the leaft. 

Mifs. Becaufe folks would fiiy, when they fawtis 
together, there goes the woman and her hufband. 

Coi [to Lady Smart ] Will your Ladyfliip be on 
the Mall to-morrow night ? 

L'tdy Smart, No, that won't be proper; you 
k^ow to-moiTow's Sunday. 

Ld 
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Ld SfarkJ/h. What then, Madam ? thej faj the 
better day the better deed, 

Latfy Anfw. I^ray^ Mr. Neverout, how do you 
like I^dy Fruzz ? 

Neve rout. Pox on her ! fhe's as old as Poles *. 

Mifs. So will you be, if you ben't hang'd when 
you're young. 

Never out. Come, Mift, let us he friends : will 
f ou go to the park this evening ? 

Mifi. With all my heart, and a piece of my 
liver ; but not with you. 

Lady Smart. 1 11 tellyou one things and that's nofe 
two : I'm afraid I fhall get a fit of the head-ach to- 
day 

C(d. Oh ! Madam^ don't be afraid ; it comes with 
a fright. 

Jmfs. {to Lady Anfw,'] Madam, one of your 
Ladyihip's lappets is longer than t'other. 

Lady Jnfw. Well, no matter j they that ride on 
a trotting horfe wiU ne'er perceive it. 

Never out. Indeed, Mifs, your lappets hang worfe. 

Mifi, Well I love a liar in my heart, and you fit 
mc to ahaip 

Mifs rifes up. 

Nevemtt, Duce take you, Mifs ; you trode on 
in^ foot : J hope you don't intend to come to my 
bed-fide, 

Mifs, In troth^ you are afraid of your friends, 
and none of them near you. 

Ld Spnrkifb, Well laid> girl I {giving her a 
chuck,'] Take that ; they fay. a chuck under the 
chin is worth two kiOTes. 

Lady jdftfwMkity Mr« Neverout, I wonder why 
fuch a haDi4ibi^, ftrait, young gentleman as you 
don^ get fdm^ rich widow. 

• F«r St, Pni)> chDrcfa, 

Lt U 
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Ld Sparkifb. Strait ! ay, ftrait as my leg, and 
that's crooked at knee. 

Neverout, Faith, Madam, if it rain'd rich wi- 
dows, none of them would fall upon me. Eg-id I 
was born under a threepenny planet, never to be 
wbrth a groat. 

Lndy Anpw. No, Mr. Neverout ; I believe you 
were born with a caul on your head ; you are 
fuch a favourite among the ladies. But what 
think you of widow Prim ? fhe's immenfely rich. 

Nezerout. Hang her ! they fay her father was a 
baker. 

Lady Smart, Ay ; but it is' not. What is Ihe ? 
but, what has (he? now-a-day$. 

CoL Tom, faith, put on a boldface for once, 
and have at the widow. I'll fpeak a good word for 
you to her. 

Lady Anjw. Ay ; I warrant you'll fpeak one 
word for him, and two for yourfelf. 

Mifs. Well, I had that at my tongue's end. 

Lady Anfw. Why, Mifs, they fay, good wits 
jump 

Neverout, Faith, Madam, I had rather marry 
a woman I lov'd, in her fmock, than widow Prim, 
if^e had her weight in gold. 

Lady Smart, Come, come, Mr. Neverout, mar- 
riage is honourable, but houfe-kecping is a fhrew. 

Lady An/w, Confider, Mr. Neverout, four bare 
legs in a bed ; and you are a younger brother. 

CoL Well, Madam ; the younger brother is the 
better gentleman. However, Tom, I would ad- 
vife you to look before you leap. 

Ld Sparkifb, The Colonel fays true ; befides, 
you cannot expeft to wive and thrive in the fame 
year. 

Mifs. l^JbudderingJ] Lord ! there's fomebody 
walking over my grave. 

Col, Pray, Lady Anfwerall, where was you laft 
Wednefday, when I did myfelf the honour to wait 

on 
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on you ! I think your Ladyfliip is one of the tribe 
of Gad. 

Lady Anfw. Why, Colonel I was at church. 

Col. Nay, then will I be hang'd, and my horfe 
too. 

Neverout. I believe her Ladfhip was at a church 
and a chimney in it. 

Mifs. Lord, my petticoat! how it hangs by 
jommetry ! 

Neverout Xtxhx^ the fault may be in your fhape. 

Mifs {looking gravely,'} Come, Mr. Neverout, 
there's no jeft like the true jeft; but I fuppofe you- 
think my back's broad enough to bear every thing. 

Neverout. Madam, I humbly beg your pardon. 

Mifs, Well, Sir, your pardon's granted, 

Neverout. VTtWy all things have an end, and a pud- 
den has two, up up- on me-my-my word. \_Stutiers- 

Mifs. What! Mr. Neverout, can't you fpeak 
Without a fpoon ? 

LdSparkifb, [to Lady Smart. 2 Has your- Lady- 
Ihip feen the Dutchefs Cnce your falling out ? 

Lady Smart Never, my Lord, but once at a vi- 
fit and fhe Ipok'd at me as the devillook'd over 
Lincoln. 

Neverout. Pray, Mifs, take a pinch of my fnufF. 

Mifs. What! you break my head, and give me 
a plaifter ; well, with all my heart ; once, and not 
life it, 

Neverout, Well, Mifs ; if you wanted me and 
your victual, you'd want your two beft friends. 

Col. [Jo Neverout.'} Tom, Mifs and you muft 
kiis and be friends. 

Neverout falutes Mifs. 
Mifs. Any thing for a quiet life : my nofe itch'd> 
and i knew I ihould drink wine, Or kifs a fool. 
Col. Well, Tom, if that ben't fair, hang fair. 
Neverout. I never faid a r\ide thing to a lady in 
my life. 

L 3 Mifs. 



/ 
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M'fs. Here's a pin for that lie ; I*m fure Hars 
had need have good memories. Pray, Colonel, 
was not he very uncivil to me but juft now ? 

Lady Anfw. Mr. Neverour, if Mifs will be angry 
for nothing, take my counfel, and bid her turn the 
buckle of her girdle behind her. 

Nevermt. Come, Lady Anfwerall, I know bet- 
ter things ; Mifs and I are good griends ; don't 
put tricks upon travellers. 

Col. Tom, not a wbrd of the pudden, I beg you. 

Lady Smart. Ah, Colonel! you'll never be good 
nor then neither. 

Ld Sparkijb. Which of the goods d'ye mean ?. 
good for fomething, or good for nothing. 

Mfs. I have a blifter on my tongue ; yet I don't 
remember I told a lie. 

Lady Anfw. I thought you did but juft now. 

Ld Sparkijb, Pray,. Mdd^m, what did thought 
do 

Lady Anftv, Well, for my life, I cannot conceive 
what your LordQiip means. 

Ld Sparkijh, Indeed, Madam, T mean no harm.» 

Lady Smart* No, to be fure, my Lord, you arc 
as innocent as a devil of two years old. 

Neverout, Madam, they fay, ill doers are ill 
deemcrs ; l?ut I don't apply it to your Lady (hip. 

Mifs mending a hole in her lace. 

Mifs. Well, you fee, I'm mending; I hope I 
fhall be good in time ; look. Lady Anfwerall, is it 
not well mended ? 

Lndy Anfw. Ay, this is fomething like a tan fy. 

Nevcrout, Faith, Mifs, you have mended it as a 
tinker mends a kettle ; ftop one hole, and make 
twj. 

Lad^f Smart. Pray, Colonel, are you not very 
much tann'd I . . ' 

Col. Yes. Madam ; but a cup of Chriftmas ale 
mUl ibon wafli it off. 

hi 
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Ld Sparkijb. Lady Smart, docs not your Lady* 
(hip tbink Mrs Fade is mighdly alter'd fince her 
marriage ? 

Lady Anfuo, Why, my Lord, fhe was handfome 
in her time ; but fhe can't eat her cake and have 
her cake : I hear fhe is grown a mere otomy. 

Lady Smart. Poor creature ! the black ox has 
fet his foot upon her aheady. 

Mifs. Ay ; fhe has quite lofl the blue on the 
plum. 

Lady Smart. And yet, they fay, her hufband is 
very fond pi her fliU. 

l,ady .4nfw. Oh ! Madam ; if fhe would eat gold^ 
he would give it her. 

♦ Neverout, [Jo Lady Smart.'] Madam, have 
you heard, that Lady Queafy was lately at the 
playhoufe snco^ ? 

Lady Smart. What ! Lady Queafy of all women 
in the jvorld ! Do you fay it upon rep ? 

Neverout. Poz, I faw her with my own eyes ; fhe 
fat among the mob in the gallery : her own ugly 
fizc : and fhe faw me look at her. 

CoL Her Ladyfhip was plaguily bamb'd ; I war- 
rant it put her into the hipps. 

Neverout, I fmocked her huge nofe, and, egad, 
fhe put me in mind of the woodcock, that ftrives to 
hide his long bill, and then thinks no body fees 
him. 

Co-. Tom, I advife you, hold your tongue ; for 
you'll never fay fo good a thing again. 

Ladf Smart. Mifs, what are you looking for i 

Mifs. Oh ! Madam ; I have lofl the finefl 
needle 

Lady Anfw. Why^ feek till you find it, and then 
you won't lofe your labour. 

• Here the author, for variety, runs into fume cant vtorA^, 

Neverout, 
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NeverouU The loop of my hat is broke ; feow 
fhall I mend it ! \_He fqftens tt with a pin.} Well, 
hang him, fay I, that has no (hift. 

Mifs, Ay, and hang him that has one too 
many. 

Lady ///t/w. Well, but I don't like fuchjefting. 

Neveroui, Oh, Mifsj I have heard a fad ftory of 
you. 

Mifs, I defy you, Mr. Neverout; no body can 
lay, black's my eye. 

Neverout. I believe you wifh they could. 

Mifs. Well; but vfho was your author? Come, 
tell truth, and fhame the devil. 

Neverout, Come, then, Mifs, guefs who it was 
that told me ; come, put on your confidering cap. 

Mifs, Well, who was it ? 

Neverout, Why, one that lives within a mile of 
an oak. 

Mifs, Well, go hang yourfelf in your own gar- 
ters ; for I'm fure the gallows groans for you. 

Neverout, Pretty Mifs ! I wasbutin jeft. 

Mifs, But, don't let that ftick in your gizzard. 

CoL My Lord, does your Lordfliip know Mrs. 
Talkall ? 

Ld Sparkijh, On4y by fight; but I hear fhe has 
a great deal of wit ; and egad, as the faying is, 
mettle to the back. 

Lady Smart, So I hear. 

CoL Why, Dick Lubber faid to her t'other day, 
Madam, you can't cry bo to a goofe : Yes, but I 
can, faid fhe r and, egad, cry'd bo full in his face. 
We all thought we Ihould break our heart with 
laughing. 

Ld Sparkijb. That was cutting with a vengeance : 
and pr'ythee how did the fool look } 

Col. Look ! egad, he look'd for all the world 
like an owl in an ivy-bufh. 
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A child cGtnes in /creaming 

Mifs. Well, if that child was mine, Td whip it 
till the blood came ; peace, you little vixen ! if I 
were near you, I would not be far from you. 

Lady Smart. Ay, ay ; batchelors wives and maids 
children are finely tutoi'd. 

Lady Anfw. Come to me, mafter- and 1*11 give 
you a fugar plum. Why. Mifs, you forget that 
ever you was a child yourfelf \Jbe gives the child 
a lump of fvgar ] I have heard 'em fay, boys will 
long. 

Col. My Lord, I fuppofe you know that Mr. 
Buzzard has married again ? 

Lady Smart. This is his fourth wife ) then he has 
been fhod round. 

Col. Why, you muft know, fhe had a month's 
mind to Dick Frontlcfs, and thought to run away 
with him; but her parents force*d her to take the 
old fellow for a good fettlement. 

Ld Sparkijb, So the man got his mare again. 

Lady Smart. Pm told he faid a very good thing 
to Dick; faid he, You think us old fellows arc 
fools ; but we old fellows know young fellows arc 
fools. 

Col. I know nothing of that ; but I know he's 
devilifh old, and fhe's very young. 

Lady Anjw. Why, they call that a match of the 
world's making, 

Mi/s. What if he had been young, and fhe old? 

Neverout. Why, Mifs, that would have been a 
match of the devil's making; but when both are 
young, that's a match of God's making. 

Mifs fearching her pockets for a thimble , brings out a 
nutmeg. 
Neverout. Oh ! Mifs, have a care ; for if you 
carry a nutmeg in your pocket, you'll certainly be 
married to an old man. 
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Mi/s. Well, and if I evci« be married, it fliall be 
to an old man ; they alwajra make tke bcft huf- 
bands ; and ic is better to be an old man's dac* 
liDfi[, than a young man's warling. 

Nevcrout, Faith, Mifi, if you fpeak as yon 
think, I'll give you my mother for a maid. 

Ladf Smart rings the belL 

Footman comes ^ in. 

Lady Smart, Haikee^ you fellow; run to my 
Lady Match, and deiire flie will remember to be 
here at fix, to play at quadrille : d'ye hear ? if you 
fall by the way, don't flay to get up again. 

Footman, Madam. I don't know the houfe. 

Lady Smart. That's not for want of ignorance ; 
follow your nofe ; go, inquire among the ferrants* 

Footman goes otU^ and Uaves the door open. 

Lady Smurt. Here, come back, you fellow ; why 
did you leave the door open? hemembcr that a 
good fervant muft alv^ys come when he's called) 
do what he's bid^ and fhoot the door after him. 

The Footmnn goes out agairif and falls d^wnjialrs. 

Lady Anfio, Neck or nothing ; come down, or 
I'll fetch you down : well, but I hope the poor 
fellow has not fav'd the hangman a labour. 

Neverout, Pray, Madam, fmoke Mifs yonder 
biting her lips, and playing with her fan. 

Mifs, Who's that takes my name in vain ? 

She runs up tothemy and falls dawn. 

Lady Smart, What, more fallmg ! do you intend 
the frolic ihould go round ? 

Lady 
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Lady Aftfw. Why, Mifs, I wifh jou mxf notlitve 
bi*oke ker Ladyfhip's floor. 

N^verout, MUs, come to mt^ amd 111 xxkt you 
up. 

Ld Sfarktfb. Wdl, but without jcft, I hope, 
Mifs, you are not hurt. 

CoL Nay, fhc muft be hurt for certain ; for you 
fee her head is all of a lump. 

Mife. Well, remember this, colonel^ when I 
have money, and you have none. 

Lady Smart. But, Colonel, when do you defign 
to get a houfe, and a wife, and a £re to pat her 
in. 

Afiji, Lord ! who would be married to a fol- 
dier, and carry his knapfack ? 

Neverout. Oh, Madam : Mars and Venus, you 
know. 

CoL Egad, Madam, I'd marrr to-morrow, if I 
thought I could bury my wife juft when the honey- 
moon is over ; but they fky, a woman has as many 
ii?es as a cat. 

liTdy Anftu, I find, the Colonel thinks a dead 
wifie under the table is the beft goods in a man's 
houfe. 

Lady Smart, O but. Colonel, if you had a good 
wife, it would break your heart to part with her. 

Coi Yes, Madam ; for they fay, he that has loft 
hb wife and fixpence, has loft a tefter. 

Laify Smart. But, Colonel, they fay, that every 
married man fliould believe there's but one good 
wife in the world, and that's his own. 

Col, For all that, I doubt, a good wife muft be 
bcfpoke ; for there's none ready made. 

Mifs, I iuppofe, the gentleman's a woman hater ; 
but, Sir, I think you ought to remember^ that you 
had a mother ; and pray, if it had not been for a 
woman, where would you have been ? 

Col, Nay, Mifs, you cry'd whore firft, when you 
talk'd of ttxe knapfack. 

Lad^ 
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Lady A^fw. But I hope jou won't blame the 
whole {ex, becaufe fome are bad. 

Neirercut And thej faj^ he that hates woman, 
fucked afow. 

CoL Oh ! Madam : there's no general rule with- 
out an exception. 

Lady Smart, Then, why don't you marry and 
fettle ? 

CoL Egad, Madam, there's nothing will fettle 
me but a bullet. 

LdSparkiJb. Well, Colonel, there's one comfort, 
that you need not fear a cannon-bullet. 

CoU Why fo, my Lord ? 

Ld Sparkijb. Becaufe they fay, iie was curs'd in 
his mother's belly, that was kill'd by a cannon 
bullet. 

Mifs. I fuppofe, the Colonel was crofs'd in his 
firft love, which makes him fo fevere on all the fex. 

Lady Anfw. Yes ; and I'll hold a hundred to 
one, that the Colonel has been over head and ears 
in love with fome lady that has made his heart ake. 

CoL Oh ! Madam, we foldiers are admirers of 
all the fair fex. 

Mifs. I wifli I could fee the Colonel in love till 
he was ready to die. 

Lady Smart. Ay ; but I doubt, few people die 
for love in thefe days, 

Neverout. Well, I confefs, I differ from the Co- 
lonel ; for I hope to have a rich and a'handfome 
wife yet before I die. 

CoL Ay, Tom ; live horfe, and thou fhalt have 
grafs. 

Mifi. Well, Colonel ; but whatever you fay a- 
gainft women, they are better creatures than men ; 
for men were made of clay, but woman was made 
of man. 

CoL Mifs, you may fay what you pleafe, but, 
faith, you'll never lead apes in heil. 

% Neverout^ 
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Neveroui, No, no ; I'll be fworn Mifs has not 
an inch of nun's flefh about her. 

Mifs, I underftumble you, gentlemen. 
Never^ut, Madam» your humble-cum-dumble. 
Id Sparki/b. Pray, Mifs, when did you fee your 
old acquaintance Mrs. Cloudy ? you and fhe are 
xwo, I hear. 

Mifs. See herl marry, 1 don't care whether I c- 
ver fee her again; God blefs my eye-fight. 

Lady Anfv). Lord ! why, fhe and jou were as. 
great as two inkle-weavers. I have feen her hug 
you as the devil hugg'd the witch. 

Mifs. That's true ; but I'm told for certain, flie's. 
no better than fhe fhould be. 

Lady Smart, Well, God mend us all ; but you 
»iuft allow, the world is very cenforious ; I never 
heard that fhe was a naughty pack. 

CoL Z^o NeverouU'} Come, Sir Thomas, when the 
Smg pleafes, when do you intend to march ? 

LdSparkifh Have patience. Tom, is your friend ' 
Ned Rattle married ? 

Neverout. Yes, faith, my Lord; he has tied a 
knot with his tongue, that he can never untie with 
his teeth. 

Lady Smart. Ay, marry in hafle, and repent at 
leifure. 

Lady Anfvo, Has he got a good fortune with his 
lady ? For, they fay, fomething has fome favour, 
but nothing has no flavour, 

Noverout. Faith, Madam, all he gets by her, he 
may put into his eye, and fee never the worfe. 

Mifs. Then, I believe, he heartily wifhes her in 
Abraham's bofom. 

Col. Pray, my Lord, how docs Charles Limber 
and his fine wife agree ? 

LdSparkifb. Why, they fay, he's the greateft 
cuckold in the town. 

Nevirout. Oh ! but, my Lord, you l&ould always 
except my Lord Mayor. 
Vol. IX. M Mif$. 
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Afifs, Wfr..NeverOut 1 

Neverout, Hay, Madsrtn, did you call me ? 
Mi/s. Ha'y ; y^y^ hay is for horfts. 
Nevireut, Whv, Mifs, then you may kifs- 



Coi. Pray, my Lord, what's a dock by your o- 
racle f . 

Ld Sparkifb. Fahh, I can^t tell, I think my watch 
runs tiptjft wheels. 

Neveroiit. Mifs, ^tay, be fo kind to call a fer- 
vatit to hrbig me a glafs ©f fmall beer . I know you- 
are at hbme^iere. 

Mifs. Every fool can do as they're bid. Ma'kc 
a page Cff yom* own age, and do it yourfdf. 

Never Gut. Chufe, proud fool ; I did but aikyou, 

Mifi puts her tand upon her knee^ 
Noverout, What! Mifs, are you thinkbg of your 

fweetheart ? Is vour gaiter flipping dt>wn ? 

Mifs. IPray, Mr. Nevcrout, keep your breath to 

cool your porridge ; you mcaiiircmy corn by your 

bulhel. 

Nevefoaf. Indeed, Mifs you lie 

Mifi. Didyou ever hear any thing fo nrde? 
Neverout^ I mean, you lie — under a miftake. 
Mif^, If a thoufand lies could choke you, you 

would have been choked many a day ago^ 

Mifs Jlrives to fnatdb Neverout*/ fnuj^-box. 

Never out. Madam, you mifled that;, as you mif- 
fed your mother's bleffing. 

She tries again, and mijjts. 

Neverout, Snap ih6rt, m^es you look fo lean, 
Mift. 

Mifs. Poh \ you are fo robuftious, you had like 
tb put out my eye j I affurc you, if you blind me, 
you muft lead me. 

Lady 
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Lady Smart. DcarMUsy be quiet; and bring mc 
a pincufhion out of that clofet. 

Mifs opens the clofet door ^ and /quails. 

Lady Smart. Lord bleis the girl ! what's the mat- 
ter now ? 

Mi/s, I vow^ MadaTOy I faw fomcthing in black: 
I thoudbt it was a fpirit«. 

CoL why, Mifs, did jou ever fee a fpirit ? 

iW/yj. No, Sir, I thank God, I never faw any 
thine; worfe than mjfcjif . 

Neverout. Well, I did a very foolHh thing yef- 
tcrday, and was a great puppy for my pains. 

Mifs. Very likely 5 for they fay, many a true 
word's ipoke ia jeft. 

Footman returns. 

Lady Smart. Well, did you deliver yourmeflagc; 

Jou are fit to be fent for forrow, you ftay fo long 
y the way. 

Footman. Madam, my Lady was not at home, fo 
I did not leave the meiTage. 

Lady Smart. This is to fend a fool of an errand. 

Ld Sparkijb. |_ looking at his watch. 3 ' fis paft 
twelve o'clock. 

Lady Smart, Well, what is that among all us ? 

Ld Sparkijb. Madam, I muli: take my leave : 
come, GemlenKn, art yoii for a nvarch ? 

Lady Smart. Well, but your Lordfhip and the 
Cok>nel will dine with us to-day ; and Mr. Never- 
out, I hope we fhallhave your good company : there 
will be no foul e!fe, beiides my own Lord and thefc 
iadks ; for every body knows I hate a croud ; I 
would rather want vitdes than elbow-room : we 
dine pun6tuaUy at three. 

LdSparkiJh. Madam j^ well be fure to attend your 
Ladyfliip. 

Mz Col 
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Col, Madam; my ftomach ferves me inftead of 
a clock. 

Another foQiman comes bach. 

Lady Smart. Oh ! you arc the t'other fellow F 
fent : well, have you been with my Lady Club ? you 
are good to fend of a dead man's errand. 

Footman. Madam, my Lady Club begs your La- 
dyfhip's pardon i but ihe ft engaged to night. 

Miju Well, Mr. Nevcrout, here's the back of 
my hand to you. 

Neverout. Mifs, I find, you wfll have thelaft 
word. Ladies, I am more yours than my own. 
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I^r^ Smarts and the former company at three o'clock 
coming to dine. 

After falutations.^ 

Ld Smart. T'M forry I was not at home this mori> 
•■• in, when you all did us the honour 
to call here * but I went to the levee to-day. 

Ld Sparkifb. Oh ! my Lord ; I'm fure the loft 
-was ours. 

Lady Smart. Gentlemen and Ladies, you are come 
to a fad dirty houfe ; I am forry for it, but we have 
had our hands in mortar. 

Lord Sparkifb. Oh f Madam ; your Ladyfhip is 
pleas'd to fay fo ; but I never faw any thing fo clean 
and fo fine ; Iprofefs it is a perfeft paradife. 

Lady Smart. My Lord, your Lordfliip is always 
very obliging. 

La 
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tdSparktJb. Pray, Madam, whofe pifture is 

Lady Smart, ythji my Lord, it was drawn for 
me. 

Ld Sparkijh. Til fwear the painter did not flatter 
your Ladyfhip. 

CqL My Lord, the day is finely clear'd up. 

Ld Smart. Ay, Colonel ! 'tis a pity that fair wea- 
ther ihould ever do any harm. [To JS eve rout,'] Why,- 
Tom, you are high in the mode. 

NeViTTout, My Lord, it is better to be out of the 
world than out of the fafhion. 

Ld Smart. But, Tom, I hear you and Mifs arc 
sdways quarrelling. I fear it is your fault ; for I- 
can aflureyou, fhe is very good-humour'd. 

Never cut. Ay, myLord; fois the devil when 
he's pleas'd. 

Ld Smart. 'Mifs, what do you think of my friend- 
Tom f 

Mifs. My Lord, I' think he's hot tlie wifeft man 
. in the world ; and truly he's fometirfies very rude. 

LdSparkiJb. That may be true ; but yet he that 
hangs Tom for a fool, may find a knave in the hal- 
ter. 

Mifs. Well, however, I wifh he Were hang'd, if 
it were only to try, 

Neverout. Wiell, Mifsj if, I muft be hang'd, I 
won't go far to chufe my gallows ; it fhall be about 
your fair neck. 

Mifs. ril fee your nofe cheefe firft, and the dog.^ 
eating it. But, my Lord, Mr. Neverout's wit be- 
gins to run low ; for, I vow, he faid this before. 
Pray, Colonel, give him a pinch, and I'll do as 
much for you. 

LdSparkifb. My Lady Smart, yoiir Ladyfhip ha§ 
a very fine fcarf . 

Lady Smart. Yes, myljoi'd; it will makb a fia 
Bang figure in a country-church. 

M y Fvotiruzn^ 
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Footman comes tn 

Tcatfftin, Madam, dhiRcr*s upofi the table. 

Col. Faith, I am glad of it ; my belly began, to 
cfjr cup-board. 

Never out. I wifh I may never hear worfc news. 

Mifs. What ! Mr. Neverout, you are in great 
hafte ; I believe yotir belly thinks your throat is 
cut. 

Neverout, No, fehh, Mifs ; three vac^s a»day, 
and a good fupperat night, will fervc my rum. 

Mifi. To fay the truth, I*m hungry. 

Neverout* And I'm angry ; fo let us both ^o 
fight. 

They go in to dinner ^ and after. the ufual compliments^ 
take ththr Jeats. 

.Lady Smart. Ladies and gentlemen, will you eat 
any oy ftcrs before dinner ? 

Col. With all my heart. [Takes an ^yjler.'} He 
was a bold man that firft eat an oyfter. 

Lady Smart. They fay oyfters are a cruel meat, 
becaufe we eat them alive ; then they are an uncha- 
ritable meat, for we leave nothing to the poor ; and 
they are an ungodly meat, becaufe We never fay 
grace, 

Neverout. Faith, that's as well faid, as if Iliad 
faid it myfelf. 

Lady Smart. Well, we are well fet, if we be 'but 
as well ferv'd. Come, Colonel, handle your 
arms: flialll helpyou to fome beef ? 

CoL If your Ladyfhip pleafe : and, pray, don't 
cut like a mother-in-law, but fend me a Ijiu^ge flice: 
for I love to lay a good foundation. I vow, 'tis a 
noble firloin, 

Neverout. Ay ; here's cut and come ag^in. 

Mifs. But, pray, why is it calPd a fir-loin i 

Ld 
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U Smart. Wliy7 you mrrft know, that onr King 
James I. who lov'd good eating, being hirvitcd to 
dniner by one of his nobles, and feeing a large loin 
«HF beef at i»is table, he dnew ottt hjs fword, and in 
a frolrck he knighted it. Few people know the fc- 
cretof this, v 

Ld Sparkijb. Beef is man's meat, my Lord. 
Ld ^rnart, ^ut, my Lord, 1 fay, beef is the Xing 
of meat. 

Mffi, Pray, what have I done, that I mirft not 
have a plate ? 

Lady Smart, [to Lady Jnfweralf] What will 
yotir Ladyftiip pkaie to eat ? 

Lady if/rfw. Pray, Madam, help yonrfelf. 
Co/. They fay, eating and fcratching wants but a 
beginning : if yon'll give me leave, I'll help niyfelf 
to a flicc of this feotdder of Teal. 

Lady Smart, Coionrf, you can't do a kinder Aing^ 
well, you are all heartily welcome, as I may fay. 

Col. They fay, there are thirty and two good bits 
in a fhoulder of veal. 

Lady Smart, Ay, Colonel ; thii ty bad bits, and 
two good ones : you fee i underftand you ; but I 
hope you have got one of the two good ones. 
Neverout. Colonel, PU bet>f your mefs. 
Col. Then pray, Tom, carve for yourfelf: they 
fay, two hands in a dilh, and one in a purfe. Hah ! 
faid I weU, Tom ? 

Neverout. Colonel, you fpokc like an oracle. 
Mifs, [to Lady ytnfiverail.Jl Madam, will your 
Ladyfhiphelp me to fome fifh? 

Ld Smart, [to Neverout.2 Tom, they fay fifli 
Ihouldfwim thrice. 

Neverout. How is that, my Lord ? 
Ld Smart. Why, Tom,, firft it fliould fwim in 
the fca, (do you mind me ?) ; then it fhould 
fwim in butter ; and, at laft, firrah, it fhould fwim in 
good claret. I think I have made if out. 

Footman. 
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Footptan. [to Lord Smart, "^ My Lord^ Sir John 
XJnger is coming up. 

Ld Smart, God (o ! I invited him to dine with 
me to-day, and forgot it ;. well, defirc him to walk 
in. 

Sir John Linger comes in. 

Sir John. What! you are at it? why then, I'll be 
gone. . 

Lady Smart, Sir John; I beg you will fit down ; 
come the more the merrier. 

Sir John, Ay ; but the fewer the better cheer. 

Lady Smart, Well, I'm the worft in the world' 
at making apologies ; it was my Lord's fault. I 
doubt you muft kifs the hare's foot. 

Sir John. I fee you- arc faft by the teeth. 

Col, Faith, Sir John, we are killing that that would' 
kill us. 

Ld Sparkijh, You fee. Sir John, we • are upon a- 
bulinefs of life and death : come, will you do as wc 
do ? you are come in pudding-time. 

Sir John, Ay; this would be doing if I were- 
dead. What! you keep court-hours I fee ; I'll be 
going, and get a bit of meat at my inn* 

Lady Smart, Why, we won't eat you^ Sir John. 

Sir John, It is my own fault ; but I was kept by 
a fellow, who bought ibme Derbyihu-e oxen of 
me. 

Neverout. You fee, Su* John, we ftaid for you 
as one horfe does for another. 

Lady Smart, My Lord,, will you help Sir John 
to fome beef? Lady Anfwerall, pray eat, you fee 
your dinner. I am fure, if we had known wefhould 
have fuch good company, we fhould have been bet- 
ter provided ; but you muft take the will for the 
deed, I am afraid you are invited to your lofs. 
. Col, And pray, Sir John, how do you like the 
town ! you have been abfent a long time ? 

Sir 
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Sir John. Why, I find little London ftands juft 
where it did when I left it laft. 

Neverout. What do you think of Hanover- fquare ? 
Why, Sir John, London is gone out of town finc« 
you faw it,, 

La^ Smart. Sir John^ lean only fay, you arc 
heartily welcome : and! wifii I had Tomething better 
for you» 

Col. Here's no £dt % cuckolds will run away witiv 
the meat;. 

Ld Smart. Pray edge a little,, to make more room 
for Sir John. Sir John, fall to; you know, half 
m hour is foon loft at dinner.. ■ 

Sir jehn. I proteft I can't e&t a bit ; fori took 
fhate of a beef-ftake and two mugs of ale with my 
chapman, befides a tankard of March-beer, as (boa 
as I got out of my bed. 

Lady Anfw. Not firefli and^faftihg, I hope T 

Sir Jabn. Yes, faith, Madam ; I always wafh my 
kettle, before I put the meat in it. 

Lady Smarts Poh ! Sir John, you have feen nine 
houfes fince you eat laft ; come, you have kept a 
comer of your ftomach for a piece of venifon-paf- 

Sir John^ Well, I'll try what I can do when k 
comes up. 

Lady Anfw. Come, Sir John, you may go far- 
dier, and fare worfe; 

Mifs, ^to Neverout, "] Pray, Mr. Neverout, will 
will you pfeafe fend me a^ piece of tongue ? 

Neverout. By no means, Madam ; one tongue is 
enough for a. woman* 

Cot. Mifs, here's a tongue that never told a lie. 

Mifu That was, becaufe it could not fpeak. 
Why, Colonel, I never told a lie in my life. 

Neverout. I appeal to all the company, whether 
that be not the greateft lie that ever was told. 

CoL Ita Neverout.] Pry 'thee, Tom, fend me the 

tw# 
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two kgs, land rump, and li?cr o£ that pigeon ; for, 
you muft know, I love what no body ellc k>Tes. 

Nevtrovt. But what if any of th« ladies ihould 
long ? WeU^ here take it, and the d-^—- -I do you 
good with it. 

Lady dnjw, . Well, this eating and drinking takes 
away a body's flocnach. 

Never out. I am fure I have loft mine. 

Jktfjs^ What! the bottom of k, i fiqxpcfe. 

Never out. No, really Mifs ; I have quite loft it 

M^. I i&kotdd 1^ very iatry a poor body had 
found it. 

Lady Smart. But,. :Siir Jckxu we hjear ftm art 
matfricd fince we &w you laftt what I yonbave 
Aolen a wcsdding, ix fieem&. 

Sir JcAn. Well ; one can't do a focdofii 4iJft|^ 
once in one's life, but one ma& hear of it a huor 
dred tkne& 

Chi. And furay. Sir John, how does your Xady 
unknown ? 

Sir John, My wife's well. Colonel,. aadF at your 
fervice in a civil way. Ha, ha. fHe laughs^ 

Mifs^ Pray, Sir John, is yxmr Lady tall or fhart2 

Sir John. Why, Mifs, I thank God, ihc is a Kcj- 
tie evil. 

LdSparkiJh. Come, give me a glafs of daret*. 

Footman fills him a humper.. 

Ld Spaft^.. Why do you fill fo raoch ? 

Never out. My Lord, he fdk as he loves you. 

Lfjdy Smart. Mifs, fliall I fend yon fomc cow- 
comber ? 

Mifs. Madam, I dare not touch it; fbr they fay, 
cowcumbcrs are cold in the third degree* 
' Lady Sfjuirt. Mr. Nc veroiit, do you loirc pnddcn I 

Neveraat. Madam, I'm like all fools, I lore cvc- 
ry thing that is good ; biK t!ic ^roof of the pudden 
is in the eating. 

CoL 
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- CoL Sir JolHiy I hear you are a great walker, 
when you arc at home. 

Sir J$hn^ No, faith. Colonel ; I always love to 
walk with a horfe in mj hasd ; but t have had de- 
vilifli bad luck in horie fiefh of late. 

Ld Smart, Why then. Sir John, you muft kift a 
parfon'fi wife. 

Lady SmarU They fay. Sir John, that your Lady 
has a great deaA of wit. 

Sir John» Madam, five can make a podden ; and 
Las jnft wit enough to kaow her hufband's breech- 
es from another snan^s. 

Ld Smart. My Lord Sparkifh, I have fome ex- 
cellent cyder ; will yoo pleafe to tafte it. 

Ld Sparkijb. My Lord, I fhoukl like it weB c* 
nough, if it were not fo treacherofus. 

I^ Smtfrt. Pray, my Lord, how » it treacherous? 

Ld Sparkijb, Becaufe it fmiles in my face,, and 
ruts my throat. \^Here a lovJ la^igh. 

Mifs. Odd-fo, Madam; your knives are very 
fliarp, for I have cat my finger. 

Lady Smart, I am fotry for it ; pray, which fin- 
ger ? (God blefs the mai4). 

Mifs. Why, this finger ; no, 'tis this : I vow, I 
can't find whach it is. 

Never out. Ay ; the fox had a vround, and he 
could not tell where, ijc. Bring fome water to 
throw in her face. 

Mifs. Pray, Mr. Neverout, did you ever draw a 
fword in anger ? I warrant you would faint at the 
fight of your t)wn blood. 

Lady Smart, Mr. Neverout, fhall I fend you fomc 
veal? 

Neverout, No, Madam; I don't love it. 

Mifs, Then pray for them that do. I delire your 
Ladyfhip will fend me a bit. 

Ld Smart, Tom, my fervice to you. 

Nevereut. My Lord, this motrrent I did myfclf 
the honour to drink to your Lordihip. 

Ld ^martn 
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Ld Smart. Why then, that'sBcrtfordlhirc kiiK 
nefs. 

Nevefout. Falth^ my Lord, I pledged myieli 
for I drunk twic^ together without thinking. 

Ld Sparkijh, Why then, Colonel, my humb 
fcrvice to you, 

Neverout. Pray, my Lord, don't make a bridi 
of my aofe. 

Ld Sparki/b. Well, a glaft of this wine is as con 
Portable as matrimony to an old woman. 

Col^ Sir John, I defign, one of thefe days, i 
"<ome and beat up your quarters at Derbyfhire. 

Sir John. Faith, Colonel, come, .and welcome 
and ftay away, and heartily welcome ; but you wej 
born within the found of Bow-bell^ and don't cai 
to ftir fo far from London. 

Mifs. Pray, Colonel, fend me fomc fritters* 

Colonel takes them mt with his hand. 

Col. Here, Mifs; they fay, fingers were mac 
before forks, and hands before knives. 

Lady Smart. Methinks this pudden is too muc 
boird. 

Lady Anfw, Oh ! Madam, they fay, a pudden 
poifon, when it is too much boiPd. 

Neverput, Mifs, fliall I help you to a pigeon 
here's a pigeon fo finely roafted, it cries. Come Ci 
me. 

Mifs, No, Sir ; I thank you. 

Never out. Why then, you may chufe. 

Mifs, 1 have chofen already. 

Never out. Well, you may be worfe offer'd befor 
you are twice married. 

The Colonel Jills a large plate of foupe. 

Ld Smart. Why, Colonel, you don't mean t 
eat all that foupe. 

I Cci 
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(Hol. O, my Lord, this is my fick difh ; when I'm 
well) I'll have a bigger. 

Mi/s. \jo CpL\ Sup, Simon ; very good brodi. 

Neverout. This feems to be a good pullet. 

Mifs, I warrant, Mr. Neverout knows what's 
good for himfelf. 

Ld Sparkijb, Tom, I flian't t^c your word for 
it ; help me to a wing. 

Neverfmt tries H cut tf a wing. 

Neverout. Egad, I can't hit the joint. 

Ld Sparkijb. Why then, think of a cuckokl. 

Neverout, Oh ! now I have-nick'd it* 

[Gives it to Ld Sparkifi, 

LdSparkiJb. Why, a man may eat this though his 
wife lay a*dying. 

Col, Pray, friend, give me a glafs of fmall beer, 
if it be good. 

Ld Smart. Why, Colonel, they fay there is no 
fuch thing as good fmall beer, good brown bread^ 
or a good old woman. 

Lady Smart. \_to Lady Anfm.'} Madam, I beg your 
Ladyfliip's pardon y I did not fee you when I was 
cutting that bit. 

Lady Anfw. Oh ! Madam ; after you is good 
manners. 

Lady Smart. Lord ! here's a hair in the fauce. 

LdSparkiJb. Then fet the hounds after it. 

Neverout. Pray, Colonel, help me however to 
feme of that fame fauce. 

Col. Come ; I think vou are more fauee than 

Ld Smart, Sir John, cheer up ; my fervice to^ 
you. Wellj what do you think of the world to 
come ? 

Sir John. Truly my Lord, I think of it a| little 
as I can. 

Lady Smart, [putting a Jkewer^t^aplate.'} Here, 

Vol. IX. N take 
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take this (kewer, and xrarry it down to the cook to 
drels it for her own dinner. 

Neverout. I beg your Ladyfhip's pardon ; but this 
fmall beer is dead. 

Lady Smart. Why then, let it. be bury ?d. 

Col, This is admirable black pudden: Mifs, fhall 
I carve you fom^ ? I can juft carve pudden, and 
that's all : I am the worft carver in the world ; I 
fhould never make a good chaplain. 

Mifs No, thank ye, -Colonel ; for they fay, thofe 
that cat black pudden will dream of the devil. 

Ld Smart, O, here comes the venifon-pafty : 
here, take the foupe away. 

]^He cuts-it up y and tafies the vinifon.J 
*Sbud$, this venifon is mufty. 

Neverout eats a piece y and it burns his^outfu 

Ld Smart, What's tlie matter, 1V)m ? you have 
tears in ,your eyes^ I thank: what doft cry for, 
man ? 

Neverout, My Lord, I was juft thinking of my 
poor grandmother ; ihe died juft this very day fe- 
ven years. 

Mifs takes a hit, and burns her mouth, 

Neverout, And pray, Mifs, why do you cry too ? 

Mifs, Rccaufe you were not hang'd the day your 
grandmother died. 

Ld Smart. I'd have given forty pounds, Mifs, to 
have faid that. 

CoU Egad, I think the more I eat the hungrier 
I am. 

Ld Sparkifh, Why, Colonel, they fay one fhoul- 
der of mut;ton drives down another. 

Neverout, . Eg«d, if I wece to faft for my life, I 
would take a good breakfaft in the morning, a gooid 
dinner at noop, and a good fuppcr at nighty 
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td Spariijb. My- Lord, Ais vcmfon. is plaguily 
pepper'd ; your cjook has a heavy hand. 

Ld Smart. My^ Lord, I hope you arc pepper- 
proof : come, Berc's a health to the founders. 

Lady Smart. Ay ; ai^ to the confounders too. 

Ld Smart. Lady Anfwerall> does not your Lady- 
fliip love vcnifon r 

Lady Anfvj, No, my Lord, I can't endure it in 
my fight ; therefore pleafe to fend me a good piece 
of meat and cruft. 

Ld Sparkijb^ {drinks to NeveroMt.] Come, Tom; 
not always to my friends, but once to you. 

Neverottt, {drinks to Lady Smart J\ Come, Ma- 
dam ; here's a health to our friends, and hang the* 
reft of our fcin. 

Lady Smart, {to Lady jinfw.y Madam, will your* 
Lady&ip have any of this hare I 

Lady Anfw. Nd, Madam ; they fky 'tis melan- 
choly meat. 

Lady Smart. Then, Madam, ihaH I fend you the 
brains ? I beg your Ladyfl)ip> pardon; for they fay 
'ris not good manners to offer brains. 

Lady Ar^v). No, Madam ; for pcxiaps h will 
make me hair-brain'd. 

Neverout. Mifs, I muflrtelLyouone thingf 

Mijs, {witk a glafs in her band.^ Hold your 
tongue, Mr. Neverout ; don't fpeak in my tip. 

^1^/.. Well, he was an ingenious man tfiat firft 
found out eating and drinking. 

Ld Sparki/h. Of aH vitties: drink digefts the quick- 
eft : give me a glafs of wine. 

Neverout. My Lord, your wine is too ftrong. 

Lady Smart. Ay, Tom ; as much as you are too 
gbod. 

Mi/s. This almond pudden was pure good ; but' 
It is grown quite cold. 

Neverout. So much the better, Mifs ; cold pud- 
den will fettle your love. 

N 2 M/s. 
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Mifs. Pray, Mr. Neverovt, are jpu going to take 
a voyage ? 

Never out. Why do you aik, Mifs I 

Mifs, Becaufe you have laid in fo much beef. 

Sir John. You two have cat up the whole pud- 
den betwixt you. 

Mifs. Sir John, here's a little bit left ; will you 
pleafe to have it i 

Sir Join. No, thankee ; I don't love to make a 
fool of my mouth. 

CqI. [cabling to the butler.'] John, is your fmall 
beer good ? 

Sutler. An pleaCb your honour, my Lord and 
Lady Hkje it ; I think it is good. 

Coi, Why then, John, d'ye fee ? if you are fiirc 
your fmali beer is goodji d'ye m^k ; then give me a 
glafs of wine. {^AU laughs 

• Colonel tafling the wine. 

Li Smart. Sir John, how does your neighbour 
Gatherall of the Peak I I hear he has lately made 
A purchafe. 

Sir John. Oh, Dick Gatherall knows how to 
butter hb bread as well as any man in Derbyihire. 

Ld Smart, Why, he us'd to go very fine when 
he was here in town. 

Sir John Ay ; and it became him, as a faddlc 
becomes a fow. 

Col. I know his lady, and I think flie is a very 
good woman. 

Sir John Faith, fhe has more goodnefs in her 
little finger than he has in his whole body. 

Ld Smart. Well, Colonel, how do you like that 
wine ? 

CoL This wine fhould be eaten ; it is too good 
to be drunk. 

Ld Smart. I'm very glad you like it ; and pray 
don't fpare it. 

Col. No, my Lord j I'll never ftarve in a cook's 
fliop. 

U 
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Id Smart. And pray^ Sir Johoi what do yon fay 
to my wine ? 

Sir John. VVL take another glafs firft : fecond 
thoughts are beft. 

La. Sparkijb. Pray, Lady Smart, you fit near 
that ham ;» will you pleafe to fend me a bit ? 

Lady Sm^rt. With all my heart. [She fends him 
a piece. '^ Pray, my Lord^ how do. you like it? 

Ld Sparki/h. 1 think it is a limb of Lot's wife. 
Ifle eats it withmufiard'} Egad, my Lord, your 
muflard is veiy uncivil. 

Lady Smart. Why uncivil, my Lord ? 

Ld Sparkijb. Becaufe it takes me by the no/c,. 
egad. 

Lady Smart. Mr. Neverout, I find you are a very, 
good carver. 

Col. O Madam, that is no wonder ; for you muft. 
know Tom Neverout carves o' Sunday s., 

Nevertmt overturns the fali-cellar^ 

Lady Smart. Mr. Neverout, you have overturn 'd 
the fait, and that's a fign of anger : I'm afraid 
Mils and you will fall out. 

Lady Anfw. No, n6 ; throw a little of it into the 
fire, and all will be well. 

Neverout. Oh, Madam, the falling out of lovers,, 
you know. 

Mifs. Lovers ! very fine ! fall out with him I I 
wondypr when we were in. 

Sir John. For my part, I believe the young gen- 
tlewoman is bis fweetheart, there's fo much fool- 
ing and fidling betwixt them. I'm fure they fay in 
out country, that fhiddle come-fh — 's the beginning 
of love. 

ATifs. I own I love Mr. Neverout as the devil 
loves holy water : I love him like pye, I'd rather 
the devil had him than I. 

Neverout. Mifs, 1*11 tell you one thing. 

N 3 Mifs^ 
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ASJi. Gome, hcrc% t'yc to flop your moutH. 

Neverout, I'd rather you would flop it with a 
kifs. 

Mifs, A kifs ! marry come up, my dirty cOufin 7 
arc you no fickcr ? Lord \ I wonder what fool it 
wa3 that firft invented kijQSng ! 

J^everout, Well, Pm very dry.. 

JUifu Then you're the better to burn, and the 
worfe to fry. 

Lady Anfw. God blefi you, Colbnel ; you have 
a good ftroke with you. 

CoU O Madam, formerly I could eat all, but 
now I leave nothing : I eat but one meal a-day. 

Mifs. What ! I ftippofe, Colonel, that is from 
morning till night. 

Neverout, Faith, Mifs ; and well was his wont. 

Ld Smart. Pray, Lady Anfwerall, tafte this bit 
of venifon 

Lacfy Anfw. I hope your Lordfliip will fet me a 
good example. 

Ld Smart, Here's a glafs of cyder fiU'd : Mifs, 
you muft drink it. 

Mifs, Indeed, my Lord, I can't. 

Neverout, Come, Mifs ; better belly burft, than 
good liquor be loft. 

Mifs. Pifli ! well, in life there was never any 
thing fo teafing ; I had rather fhed it in my fhoes. 
I wiQi it were in your guts for my fhare. 

Ld Smart, Mr. Ncyerout, you ha'n't tiafted my 
cyder yet. 

Neverout. No, my Lord ; I have been juft eat- 
ing foupe ; and they fay, if one drink with one's. 
porridge, one will cough iti oiie's grave. 

Ld Smart, Come, take Mifs's glafs, ihe wifh'd it 
was in your guts ; let her have her wiih for once : 
ladies can't abide to have their inclinations crofs'd. 

Lady" Smart, [to- Sir John,'] I think. Sir John, 
you have not tafted the venifo^ yet. 

Sir 
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Sir John. I feldom cat it, Madam ; however; 
pleafe to fend me a little of the cruft. 

Ld Sparkijb. Why, Sir John, you had as good 
eat the devil, as the broth he is boil'd in. 

CoL Well, this eating and drinking takes' away a- 
body's ftomach, as Lad^r Anfwerall fays. 

Nevtrottt. I have dined as well as my Lord May- 
or. 

Mifs. I thought I could have eaten this wing of 
a chicken ; but my eye's bigger than my belly. 

IjI Smart. Indeed, Lady Anfwerall, you have 
eaten nothing. 

Lady Anfv). Pray, my Lord, fee all the bones 
on my plate : they fay^ a carpenter's known by his 
chips. 

Neverout. Mifs, will you reach me that glafs of- 
jelly? . 

Mifs. \_giving it to. hitnj} You fee, 'tis but aflc* 
and have. 

Neverout. Mifs> I would have a bigger glafs. 

Mifs. What ? you don't know your own mind ; . 
you are neither well, full, nor fafting; I think that 
is enough. 

Neverout. Ay, one. of the enoughs; I am furc 
it is little enough. 

Mifs. Yes; but you know fwcet things are bad 
for the teeth. 

Neverout. [io Lady Jnfw.^ Madam, I don't like 
that part of the veal you fent me. 

Lady Anfw. Well, Mr. Neverout, I find you are 
a true Engliihinan ; you never know when you are 
well. 

Coh Well, I have made my whole dinner of beef. 

Lady Anfw. Whv, Colonel, a bellyfull's a belly- 
fiill, if it be but of wheat ftraw. 

Col. Well, after all, kitchen-phyfic is the beft 
jphyfic. 

Lady Smart. And the beft dolors in the world 
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are Do£lor Diet, DoAor Quiet^ and DoAor Mer- 
lyman. 

, Ld Sparki/b. What do you think of a little houfe 
wen fiird. 

Sir John. And a little land well tiU'd ? 

CoL Ay ; and a little wife well will'd. 

Neverout, My Lady Smart, pray help me to fomc 
of the breaft of that goofe, 

Ld Smart, Tom, I have heard that goofe upon 
goofe is felfe heraldry. 

Mils. What ! will you never have done ftuffing ? 

La Smart, This goofe is quite raw : well, God 
{ends meat, but the devil fends cooks. 

Neve rout. Mifs, can you tell which is* the gan- 
der, the white goofe or the grey goofe ? 

Mifs. They fay, a fool wUl afk more queftions 
than the wifeft body can anfwer. - 

CoL Indeed, Mifs, Tom Neverouthas pofed you. 

Mifs. Why, Colonel, every dog has his day %. 
but I believe I (hall never fee a goofe again wi.thout 
thinking on Mr. N everout. 

Ld Smart, Well faid, Mifs ; faith, girl, thou haft 
brought thyfclf off cleverly, Tom, what fay you 
to that? 

Col. Faith, Tom is nonplus'd ; he looks plaguily 
down in the mouth. 

Mifs. Why, my Lord, you fee he is the pro- 
vokingeft creature in life ; I believe thei-e is not fuch 
another in the varfal wosd. 

Lady Anfw. Oh, Mifs f the \vorld's a wide place. 

Neverout, Well, Mifs, I'll give you leave to call 
me any thing, if you don't call me fpade. 

Ld Smart. Well, but after all, Tom, can you tell 
nic what's Latin for a goofe ? 

Neverout' O my Lord, I know that ; why, brandy 
is Latin for a goofe, and face is Latin for a candle. 

Mils. Is that manners, to fhew your learning be- 
fore ladies .? Methinks you are grown very brifk of 
a fudden ; I think the man's glad he's alive. 

Sir 
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Sir John. The dcYil take your wit, if this be wit; 
for it fpoils compaoy. Pray, Mr. Butler, bring 
me a, dram after my goofe ; ^tis very good for the 
wholefomes. 

Ld Smart » Come, bring me the loaf; I fometimes 
love to cut iny ^wn bread. 

Mifs. I fuppofe, my Lord, you lay loogeft a bed 
to-day- 

Ld Smart. Mifs, if I had faid fo, I fhould have 
told a fib ; 1 warrant vou lay a-bed till the cows 
came home ; but, Mifs, fhall I cut you a little cruft 
now my hand is in ? 

Mifs. If you pleafe, my Lord, a bit of under- 
crufL 

Neverout. [whijpering Mifi^ I find you love to 
He under* 

Mifs. [aloud^ ptifii^ ^'^ from her.'] What does 
the man mean ! Sir, I don't undeiland you at all*. 

Nrutrout. Come, all quarrels laid aiide : here, 
MiiS| may you live a thoufand years. 

[^He drinks to her. 

Mifs. Trzy, Sir, don't ftint me. 

Ld Smart- bir John, will you tafte my Oftober ? 
I think it is very good ; but I believe not equal to 
yours in Derbyfhire. 

Sir John. My Lord, I beg your pardon ; but thCy 
fay, the devil made alkers. 

Lord Smart, {to the Butler,] Here bring up the 
great tankard full of Odlober for Sir John. 

CoL {drinking to Mifs. 2 Mifs, your health; may 
you live all the days of your life. 

Lady Jnfw. Well, Mifs, you 11 certainly be foon 
married ; here's two batchclors drinking to you at; 
once. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, Mifs, I believe you were 
wrapt Ltt your mother's fmock, you ai*e u) well be- 
lov'd. 

• Mift difcovers her Mnderftanding by the tnaaner tn which (he de- 
iki it \ an inconfiftaocy fo common, that it defcrvcS a ootr. 

Mifs. 
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Mfr. Vhi^c's mf knife ^ fnrc I Han't eaten it : 
OK, here it i$i 

^rfobn. No, Mif*; b«t yotir rtaWfenhcad hangf 
in your light. 

Mtfs. Yr2Lfy Sir John, ig that a Dcrbyffiire com- 
pliment ? Here, Mr. Neverout, will you take this- 
piece of rabbit that you bid riie carve for you I 

Neverout. I don't know. 

AHfs, Why take it, or let it alone. 

Nevereut, IMrill. 

Mfs. What will you ? 

Neverout. Why, Fll take it, or Ifet it alone; 

Mifs\ You are a^ provoking crcattife. 

Sir John, \talking with a glafs cf wine in hti 
fyind.'] I remembei* a^ farmer in- our country-—* 

Ld Smart, [interrupting him,^ Pray, Sir John^ 
did you ever hear of parfon Pidmcr ? 

Sir John. No, my Lord; ^Hbatof him\^ 

Ld Smart. Why he ufcd to preach over hb li- 
quor. , ' 

Sir John. I beg your Lordfliip'<r pardon ; here^s^ 
your Lordfliip's health : 111 drink it up if it were a 
mile to the bottom. 

Lady Smart. Mr. Nevef out, have you been at the 
new play ? 
. Neverout. Yes, Madam, I went the ftrft night. 

Lady Smart. Well, and how did it take ? 

Neverout. Why, Madam, the poet is damn 'd. 

Sir John. God fqrgive you ! that's Very utichari- 
table: you ought not to jtdge fo rafhly of any 
Chriftian. 

Neverout' [whifpers Lady Smart, "^ Was ever fuch 
a dunce ? Hot*^ well he knows the town ! See how 
he flares like a lluck-pig ! Well, but. Sir John, 
arc yoihact^uainted with any of our fine ladies yet.* 
any of our famous toafts \ 

Sir John. No ; damn your firefhips, I have a 
wife of my own»* 

hady 
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LaJy Snw^. ft^y, iny>[^y AnifweraU, how do 
you like thefc prefeirv'il orgqges ? 

Lady Anfw. lodecd, lyUdam, ihe only fatflt I 
find is, that they are toogocHi* 

X^df^' £«»tfr/. O Madam ; I have heard 'em % , 
that (00 good is ftark naugh^ 

Mifs drinking pflTt .of a glafs ^f wine. 

Newrout. Pray, let nae dripk your/fnuff, 

Mi/s. No, indeed, yo^i flian't drink after me^ 
for you'll know my thoughts. 

Neverout. I know theip already ; you are think- 
ing of a good hufban.d. Befides, 1 can tell your 
meaning % your <pumpiQg. 

Lady Smart,, Vt^j^ my Lord, did not joyxov^ev 
the butler to brink up a tankard of our October te 
Sir John ? I believe they ftay to brew it. 

The Butler brings up the tankard to Sir Joim. 

Sir Join. Won't yo«pr l^ordfiiip plpafe to drink 
£rft? 

Ld Smart. No, Sir John, 'tis in a very good 
Jiand ; I'll pledge you. 

CoL [to Lord Smart.'] My Lord, I love 0£lobf r 
as well.Rs Sir John ; and hope you won't make fifh 
of one, and fie& of another. 

Ld Smart. Colonel, you're heartily welcpme. 
Come, Sir John, take it by word of imouth, and 
then give it the Colonel. ^ 

Sir John drinks. 
Ld Smart* Well, Sir John, how do you like it : 
Sir John. Not as well as my own Derbyfliij e ; 'tis 
plaguy fmall. 

Lady Smart, I never tafte malt -liquor ; bijt tb^ 
fay 'tis well hopt. 

Sir John, Hopt ! why, if it had hopt a little ftir- 
ther, it would have hopp'd inta the river. O, my 

Lord, 
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Lordy my ale is meat^ ddnky.aiKl cloth; it wilt 
make a cat fpeakj and a wife man dumb. 

%aiy Smart. I was told, ours was very ftroag. 

Sir John, Ay, Madam, ftrong of the water; I 
believe the brewer forgot the malt, or the river was 
too near him. Faith, it is mere whip belly venge- 
ance ; he that drinks moft has the worft (hare. 

Coh I believe, Sii' Jolin, ale is as plenty as- water 
at your houfe. 

Sir John. Why, faith, at Chriftmas we have ma- 
ny comers and goers ; and they muft not be fent a- 
way without a cup of dhriftmas ale, for fear they 
ihoiild p— s behind the door. 

Lady Smart. I hear Sir John has the niceft gar- 
den in England ; they fay, 'tis kept fo clean, that 
you can't find a place where to fpit. 

Sir John. O Madam ; you are pleas'd to fay fo. 

Lady Smart, But, Sir John, your ale is terrible 
ftrong and heady inDerbyfhire, and will foon make 
one drunk and fick ; what do you then f 

^fV John, Why, indeed, it is apt to fox one ; but 
€ur way is, to take a hare of the fame dog next 
morning. I take a new- laid egg for brcakfaft ; and 
faith, one fhould drink as much after an egg as af- 
ter an ox. 

Ld Smart » Tom Neverout, will you tafte a glafs 
of Oiftober? 

Neverout. No^ faith, my Lord; I like your 
wine, and I won't put a churl upon a gentleman ; 
your honour's claret is good enough for me. 

Lady Smart. What ! Is this pigeon left for man- 
ners i Colonel, (hall I fend you the legs and rump? 

Coi Madam, I could not eat a bit more, if the 
houfe was full. 

Ld Smart, {^carving a partridge.'] Well ; onemay 
ride to Rumford upon this knife, it is fo blunt. 

Lady Anfw. My Lord, I beg your pardon ; but 
they fay, an ill workman never had good tools. 

Ld Smart, Will your Lordfhip have a wing pf it? 
% Ld 
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td Spariiflf. No, mj Lord; I love die wing o( 
im ox a great deal better-^ 

Ld Smart. I'm always cold alter eating. 

Co/. My JLord, liiey fay, that^s a fign of l6ng 
liie. 

1 J 5iiMDf . Ay ; I Mieve I fliafl live till all mjr 
friends are weary of me. 

CoL Bmy, does any body liere hate cfaeefe ? I 
would be glad of a bit. 

Ld Smarts An odd kind t>f fellow dined with me 
t'other day ; and when the cheefe csane upon the 
table, he pretended to faim; fo fomebody faid. 
Pray take away the cheefe : No, faid I, pray, take 
away the fool : faid I well-? 

Here a hud and large laugh. 

€oh Faith, my Lord, yo\i fervid the coxcomb 
Yight enough ; and therefore I wiih we had a bit 
t>f your Lordfliip's Oxfof dihire cheefe. 

Ld Smart. Come> h^g faying ; bring us up a 
•half-p'orth of cheefe. 

Lady jinfw. They fay, cheefe digefts every thing 
Wt itielf. 

^ footman brings a great iubc}e cheefe, 

i,d Sparkifb. Ay ; this Would look handfome, if 
^Yiy body fliould come irt. 

Sir John, Well; Tm weily broften, as they fayn 
in Lancafhire. 

Lady Smart. O ! Sir John j I wou'd I hjld feme- 
thing to broft you witthal. 

LdSmaKt, Comr, they fay, Vis merry in, the haft 
when beavds wag all. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, fhall I helpybu to fome cheefe^ 
or will you cilrve for yourfclf ? 

Neverout, I'll hold fifty pounds, Mifs won't cUt 
the cheefe. 

Vol. IX. O M(fs. 
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. . Mifs. Pi^y, ^hy fo, Mr. Nevcr6ut ? 

Neverout. Oh^ there is a reaibti, and you know 
it weD enoogh. 

Mifs. I citn't *for vny life underflsufd what the 
gentleman means. 

Ld'SnUn^.^^, T6iB,<tom|e:ihfc dtfcoutfe: in 
.troth you are too bad. 
. Col..[^ifpgr5 NnMrcmQ Smoke MUs ; 'ftlth, you 
have made her fret like gum taffcty, 

'LadySmari. Wd^ bat, Mif$, ^holdyour tong^ue, 
Mr- N^erout), Oiall I ciit you a piece of chec^ ? 
, Mifs.'Ho reaUy, Maidim: I "have 4indd thb 
.half hour. 

Lady Smart. "What ! A^uick iat^ancftC* quick at 
wprk, they fay, 

'^ir John nods. 
^amkirt/'^WJiiii ffftTyduH^py, SlrJdhq?r«o 

Sir John, -¥^; f^th-t I fom^lmcs 4»ke a liip 
lft?*r itfy^ia^ * ; for Wton the 1>clly is 4nll, the 
bones would be at reft. 

4«^^iWrtrt^. ^^Cdriftfe/Gbldtiel ; >h«lp?yourf0lf, And 
your friends will love you the better- [_to -Laidy An^ 
/w.'\ Madam, your Ladyfhip eats nodiing. 

Lady Anfw^ Lord, -Mad^^'I 'have'fdd like a 
farmer ; I fhall grow as £»t as a porpoife ; I fwear 
>nyj«ws'areVr^ary of chewing. 

CoL I have a mind r^o eat a rpioce /6f thatiWr* 
g€oti| ^t fear k^ir^ make me fiok, 

.* It iflty f^obfervcd ifr.tbis. pa&sey ^^A inany^others, that the 
author gave bimleffiio tfouhle to'renikr ' the dtairfa of this jM^ee^pr r* 
UCt, Sir Jojin it here fuppofcd to ' have findktxl, ' arid Ihc Laffy U 
iMtfledfiftdbfy'bftehnfds prefTed to eat. Hit principal view 'wIm to 
ftriAg all the phrafes that ave uftered by rote one upon- anoth^ 
Wfthoot the afliflance of any other language to ihtrbdi)&e efeorftcl 
Ihfclta. •^i'aHriw fhd-efbre muft he regaitled merely ^*5 a Tebicie : 
and witoever conliders the diffictihy of that which is efieArylA wil| 
lc«tc«'be-r«-\iJ&tiAn8bl«asto cenfurethe writer for sot efleaing 
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Niverouti A rare foldier. indeed.! let if, alone, 
and I warrant it won't hurt you. • 

CoL Well:; icwoii'd vex a -dog to feeapudden 
creep. 

Sir John rifes, 

Ld'Srrtart% Silr ]<3hti, what^ are- you doing ?' 

Sir John. Swolks, I muft be goifig> by'r tady ; 
I' have eameft-bufi&efi ; J muftdo as the beggaj^ 
do, ga away when I have got- eno^igh. 

Ld SmarU WeH ; -but ftay^ tilt thi^ bottle's out> 
ypu-.koow, the man was hanged that- left his liquoc 
behind hira ; and -befide«^ a cujp in tbe^ pate ii 
» mile- m the. gate; and a fj^s. in the head is 
worth two in the heel. 

Sir John. Come- then; one bi^mer to aH your 
healths. ^ [7fe kotmaik gives him a gUifs half full."} ' 
Pray> friend, what was the reft of= this glafs made 
ft>r ?• aafnchof che top, £rien<% is. worth two at the 
lifiBtfom. ^Ht gets a brimmer ancP drinks /A ^.j 
Well, there's no deem in a brimmer, and there's 
BO feWe Latin 4n this j your wine is-excellent good; • 
fo I thank you for the nextj for I am fure of this. 
Madam, has-yomv LadyHup any commands in,I>e]> 
byfhire ? I muft go fifteen miles' to-night. 

Lady Smart: None, Sir John, but to take care ^ 
of youpfcli?; and my moft humbie fervice to your 
lady unknown. 

Sir John. Well-, Midam,' I can but love and 
Aaak yo»; 

Lady Smart, Here, bring water to waft ; though 
reaUyi yofi^ftveaM eaten fo little, that you havc^ 
BOt ■eed tp wifti your mouths. 

Ld StMri-i Biif,' pryAee, Sir Jphn ftay a white 
longer. 

Sir J$hk^ No, my Lord ; I am to fmoke a pipe 
With a friend before I leave the town. 

Col Why, Sir John,- had not you better fct out 
ti»-aM>rrow i 

O 2 Sir 
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Sir John. Colonel, you forgot to-morrow is. 
Sunday. 

Col. Now, I always love ta begin a ^»rney on* 
-Simdays^ becaufe I ihall have the prayers of th< 
churchy ta prefervc all that travel by land, or by 
water. . , 

Sir John. Well, Colonel ; tbou art a mad fellow 
to make a prieft of. 

Neverout. Fie, Sir John, da you take tobacco ?. 
How can you make a ^imney of your mouth ? 

Sir John [/* Neverout.'} What V yon dpn'k finoke ;. 
I warrant you, but you fmock. (Ladj^s, I b€;g your 
pardon). Colonel, do you never fmoke i 

Col. No, Sir John; but I take a pipe fometimes.^ 

Sir John. I faith, one of your finical Londoa 
blades dined with me lail year in Derby&kre : fo, 
9ifter dinner, I took, a pipe ; fo, my gentlemaa 
tum'd away his head ; fo, fakl- I^ What„ Sir, do. 
you never fmoke I So he s^nfwered as .you do,. Co- 
lonel. No, but I fometimes take a pipe : fo he 
took a pipe in his hand, and fiddle^ with it till he 
broke it: fo, faid.I, I^ray, Sir, can you make a 
pipe ? So, he faid. No : fo, faid I, Why then,^ 
Sir, \i^ you can't make a pipe^ you fliould not 
break a pipe : fo we all laugh 'd. 
. Ld Smart Well : but. Sir John, they fay, that 
the corruption of pipes is the gei^ratton of ftop« 
pers. 

Sir John. Colonel, I ^ev^pu go fometimes to 
Derby (hire ; I wifh you would come and foul a 
plate with me. 

CoL I hope you will give |ne a fbldier-Sibptltle. 

Sir John. Come, and try.. Mr. Neverout, you 
are a town -wit } you can teU me what ^nd offayprb 
is tobacco ? 

Neverout. Why, an Indian herb. Sir John. 

Sir John. No, *tis a pot-herb ; and fo here's t'ye 
in a pot of my Lord's Ofkober* 



£adf^ Smari.'l heari 8ir Johoj fince you ai-e 
ffiarricd, you have fbrdWorc the town. 

Sir J$bH. No^^ Madam; I^ nevw forcfworc any 
thing Imc the lmil4iQg of churches. 

Ladji Smart. W^B ; but. Sir John; when may- 
we hope to Tee you again in London? 

Sir John. Why, Madam, not tiU the dudes have - 
eat up the dirt« as the <!hildvcn Tay. 

Nevtrmtp .Come, Sir Jphn x I fore&e it will raia 
terribly.. , • 

Ld Smart. Come, Sir.Jphnr do nothing .frafhly; 
kt u$ drink firft» 

Ld Sparkijh. I know Sip John wilLga,^ idiough hb 
was fure it would rain cats and dogs : bur, pray, 
ftay. Sir John \ ypu'Jlbe time enough to go to bed ^ 
by candle*ligbt« 

Lady Smart. Why, Sir John^ if you muft need* 
go ; whik you ftay^ make ufe of your time : here>* 
my.iervice to ypUra health to our friends in Derby- 
ihire : come, fit down ; let us put off the ev.il . Jbouir ' 
asloDgaswecan.'- 

Sirjpbn» Faith', , I'^could 'riot drink a dropmore."' 
if the houie was ftiU. 

C9i. Why, Sis Joha,^ you ufed :to love a gLifs of 
good wine in former times. • 

Sir John^ Why, fo I do ftill. Colonel ; but a man ^ 
may love his houfe very. welly wkhout riding on the 
ridge; befides, I muft be with my wife on Tuefday, 
or there will be the devil and all to pay. 

£7(9/.' Well, if you go to-day, I wiih you may be 
W€t to the ikin. 

Sir John. Ay, but they fay the prayers of the 
wicked won't prevail. . 

Sir John takes leave and goes away. 
Ld Smart. Well, Mifs, how do you like Sir ^ 
John ! 

Miji. Why, I think, he*s a little upon the filly, 
O 3. or 
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M fo: I belicTe he his x^ aHiAe iritki Ainwid : 
but I don't pi^raid- fe bfe j^iagri; 
. ' N^verffitf Pai^, ' I ]x\kffe^ he Vas -feircd: «t Hog's 
Norton, where the- pdgfr play upon d&e 0r|g^rtit^ 

IdSp^kiJbi Why/ToHi^ I thought yim udl he 
were hand and glove.--- ...,..:. . 

NtvtnM^ Fakh, he ihalf haf?e ^ €fea» tfateft^ld 
for me ; I never darkened his door \tk Jtrf fife; nm^ 
Ihei^ m towfk'or ieottntFy ; hiit he'srsir meei^'okir d«ke^ 
by my confcience \ and vet, "^dFter aU^ I take him cc^ 
beno more-ksNeve th<(iitaot. 

Lady Smart, Well, come a man*t{ a maa^ if' hi 
has'bura^ofe-on hi^fiacc^i 

CoL I was once with him ami tome other cobh 
pany over a bottle ; aad, egadv he fell adeep, and 
fnor'd fo hard, that we thought he wasf divAng 
his hogs to market. 

Ncver9ut. Why, what, ytto- can haf« do more of 
a cat than her ikin ; you caa't make a iSk purft 
out of a fow's car. 

Ld Sparkijb. Well; fince he's gone, the dtevil ff% 
with htm dnd fixpence;^ and tfiere'5 money and 
company too. 

Neverout, Faith, he's a tcne coiratry-pnt. Pray, 
Mifs, let me allc you a queflion. 

Mifs. Well? but dont aflt qtiefldoas with a dirty 
fice. I warrftwt- what ydu have- te* foywiH keep 
cold. 

C«/. Come, my Lord, againftyou SH^e difpoied ; 
here's^ to all diat love and hoaouv yMi. 

Ld Sparkijb, Ay, that was always Dick NimHirt 
health. I'm fure you know he's d^ad. 

CoL Dead ! well, my Lord, you love to be a 
meflenger of ill news : Tm heartily forry : but, " 
my Lord, we muft all die. 

Neverout, I knew him very weQi; but praiy, how 
came he to die ? 

Miff. There's a queftion I you talk Uke a poti- 
cary : why, becaufe he could live no longer. 

NivtrMp 
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ntiemt^. M'ctt'; tjcfl^Ms foir!; trc aircff Hvfrby 
the fivfng, anrf not by the dead. 

L^ Sparki/b: Y(m ktiowy hk houfe was burnt 
down to the ground. 

Cot, Yes; it was m Ac new*. Why* £rc and 
water are good fervauts, taut they are very bad 
fliaflefs*' 

Laufy Smart, Here, ta^e away, and fet down a 
botdb of Burgtkndy. Laidies, yotr^ iftay and drink 
a glafs of wine before you go to your tea. 

AU tahn atuay^ and thi wine fet down, 

Mifs gives Nevirout a finart pinch\ 

Neverout, Lord, Miis, what d^yc mean ? D'ye 
tUnk I ha-ve no- feeliag? 

jyUfa^ rxafbrc'd to pinch; for the times arc 
hard. 

NevetWLt^ giving Mifs a finch^ Take that, 
Mifs; what's fauce for a goofe, is fauce for a 
^uder. 

JVIaJs. ^creamng'^ Well, Mr. Neverout, if I 
live, that ihall neither go to heavei) nor hell with 
yo«. 

Nevermit. [takis Mifs by the hand.'] Come,. 
Mifs, let us lay all quarrels afide, and be friends. 

Mifs. Don't be fo teafing : you plague a body fo t 
can't you keep your filthy hands to yourfelf ? 

Neverna. Pray, Mifs, where did you get that 
pick tooth cafe ? 

I^fs. I came honeftly by't. 

Ntvtreut. I'm fure it was mine, for I loft juft 
inch a one \ nay, I don't tell you a lie. 

Jidifs. No; if you lie, it is much. 

Nevereut. Well ; I'm fure 'tis mine. 

Mfs. What ! you think every thing is yours, 
but a little the King has. 

Ncvnout^ 
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Niverout^ Colonel, you have feen my fine pkk«- 
tooth cafe ; don't you think this is the very fame i • 
' CoL Indeed, ^is, it is very like it. 

Kfifs. AyV what he fays, you'll fwcar. 
• Never out. . Well ; hut I'll p^ve it to be mine^ 

Mifi. Ay ; do if you can; 

Neverout. Why, what's yours is- minCj . and - 
what's mine is my owxi^, .r 

. Mify. WcU, rim: on tfUypuVc weary:; nobody. 
Holds you, . ^ 

Nevertmt gapes. - 

Col. What, Mr. Neverput, do you gape for pre-^ 
fermeiit?. 

Never out. Faith, I may gape long enough before • 
h falls into my mouth: 

Lady Smart. Mr. Neverout, my Lord ^d I in- 
tend to bear up your quarters one of theie 4ays y I ' 
hear you live high. 

Neverout f Yes, faith, Madam ^ I live high, and 
lodge in a gai-ret. 

Col. But. Mifs, I forgot to tell you, that Mn 
Neverout got the devilifhfeft fall in the park to- 
-day. 

Mifs. I hope he did not hurt the ground : but 
how was it; Mr. Neverout? I wiih I had been 
^here to laugh. 

Neverout. Why, Maddm, it was a place where a 
cuckold had been buried, and one of his horns 
ftickrng out, I happened to ftumble againft it ; that 
was all. ^ 

- Lady Smart, I^adies, let us leave the gentlemen 
to themfelves; I thmk it is time to go to our tea. 

Lady Anfw. and Mifs* My Lords and gentlemeU) 
your moft humble fervant. 

Ld Smart. Well, Ladies, we'H wait on you an 
hour hence. 
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Ttf gentlemen alone.. 

Id Smart. Come, Jx)hn» bring us. a frefh bottle* 

CoL Ay, my Lord ; and pray, let bim carry off 
tile dead men, as-ve fay ixrtke army. 

[^Meaning the etufdy bottlrs^ 

Ld Sfarkijb, Mr* Neverout, pray b not that 
bottle fbU? 

Niver4mt. Yes, my Lord, fuH of emptine&. 

Ld Smart. Aiid d^ hear, John, bring cleaxr 
glafies. 

CoL 111 keep mibe ; far 1 think, die wine is tbt 
beft liquoc to wafli glafle& in. 
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ne La£i5 at tieit tea^ 

LaiiSmmrt. TtTEil, Ladies; naw let us hare a 
^^' CupiOf difcourfeto ourfelves. 

Lady Anfiu. What do you think of your friend 
Sir John Spcndall I \ 

Lady Smart. Why,.Madlun. 'tis happy for him 
that his &ther was born before him^ ^ m^,^ ^ 

Mifs. They fay, he makes a very ill huflxmd to 
my Lady^ 

LadyAp^^J^t, he muft* be allowed to- be the 
fbndeff &ther in. the world. 
. La^ Smart., Ay>. Mmiam.. that's time ;. for they 
&y,. the 4^ful is kind to his own. 

Mifs» I am told, my Lady manages him to ad^ 
micatibn. 

Lady Smart. ;T^^ I' believe ; for Ihe's^ cunning 

ts adead pig, but nqt,b.alfi^|;iOQe4it . / ; ./ 

Lady^ 
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Lady Anfw, They fay, fhe*s quite a ftranger to 
all his gallantries^ 

Lady. Smart. Not at all; but« yoikknowv there's 
none fo blind astthey'tihat wpn^'t foe.:. 

Mifs, O Madam, I am tolds^flLe* vrafiohosihtni aaa 
oamvouMwatfih ainou& 

hady^Ar^^ Wel^ ^f^ he'ntl•&)uff]!^ be&d^ fhe 
pays him m his own coin. . 

Ladyc Smarts Madaun, > F fukcff Y know, your 
tliougl|ia:a& wdk aflr:ii^' Ivwiere* iratiiiLyo^^ 

Lady /fn/w. Madam^. I was t'other day ips Q€Mi)t 
pany: widii Mcs . Gbtten i- I'S^d: (ho gveosJiiciifelf airs 
of being acquainted wtdiiymu^jLaifyflup.. 

Mifs. Oh, the hideous creature! did you ob-- 
ferve her nails f they were long enough to fcratch 
bar gxajQiwnx our oritat gi^a^w ^ ^ 

Lady Smart. Well, fhe and Tom Coiling were 
banging compUments^ backwarda and forwards ; it 
look'd like Pwo afles fcrubbhig^ ode 'aaother; 

Mi/s, Ay, claw. me, and 111 claw you; but, . 
pray, Madam, whot wofCi th/; qoipp^ ? 

Lady Smart. Why, there was ^1 the world*^' and * 
his wife ; there was Mrs. Clatter. Lady Singular, . 
fhe CduAteSr of Talkhahiv (1 flM>vld^ h»ve 3amed 
, h^ firft)-, Tom GofliRg^ ai^fomc others, whom I 
have* foi?got. ' / 

Lfdy Anfw. I think the Countefo li^'?ejy'*cfcly». 

hady-Stnurt^i Tes, Madaxn^^&o^ll Dev«r>u^teh a 
grey headV I pFomife hc^*. 

M^. And^, pray-, what was- youv c^Teptiieion ?' 

Lady Smart. Why. Mrs. ..Clatter had aft AetalM- 
t»h^fetf, afid' was perp^tmttj^ eonpteMoki^-W-hej: ' 
misfortunes. ' ' ' - ■ ' •■ '■ ' -•'- 

Lady- Alkfitf*. "£^6^ brottgllit he» hufband ieA ^i^- 
fand pounds ; fhe hte a towf^houfe* and a-coUntcy^ 
Jlouft-: would the wom^ have^ her* a-^— — kung 
with points? 

Lakiy- Smurt. She would f^iin be lit Ae top of the 
kpufe before th^-ftairs^ar^blullv- • '' «/ ' -•' 



ffl^. Well, eompcurifbn's a^e edidtis; buffht's 
. as like her hufband as if fhe were "ipit otit of hk 
mouth ; as like as one egg -is Co -^aodiev : pray^ 
how wbs 4hc -drdt ? 

Ltuiy 8mapt. ¥%y) /{he w«s «s fiae as £!pence:; 
but, truly, I thought there was more €oft than 
wormip. 

Lady Aiifm^ ^VA^ft^X, kndw 'her hiKband; «pr^, 
what is he? 

LudyrSmmrt. l^]p,Jie^a'€ounrifIlorof the law; 
you muflrknow he came to «b as drunk as ^David's 
iow. 

Jktifi. 'Whcu:4airfd e£i itrtKtfSlre is he ? 

Lady Smart. You muft know, the man and h^s 
wife^mre^cdn^edflilierrabiMy ^'flt^tfid-a lean ; he's 
as £it as a porptts, ^and.&e's'oae of'^hapaoh'S'le^n 
kinte. The'kdiesa^ Tom Gofliog^ were propofing 
a party at quadrille ; but.he refuski -to m«ike one^ 
Damn yotir..eailkk, hi4 h^, they are the devil's 

tLady shrfiu. tA dull, unnteinerly brute ! Well, 
God iendhim more wit, and me more money. 

ifjfs. Jjord ! 'Madam, ^ w6uld not kc^p fuch 
•tootpany fonthe^wodd. 

Lady Smart. O Mifs, 'tis nothing when -you are 
uSid tcit; befides, -ychi kiiow, 'for want of com- 
pany, welcome trumpery. 

'M^s. ■ Didrryour ^liadyfliip play ? 

Isigdy'^Sfriart. 'Vcs, and won ; fo I eame ofi* with. 
fidler!s fare, 'Bcat^ 'drink, ^and money. 

^ttiy 'ffyftv. -hj ; 'what fays Plutk ? 
^-Miff. Weil, -my e&ow itches j I (hall change bed- 
fellows 

illkiady^Swi,art. fAod my right hand itches; I fiiall 
receive money. 

Lacfy "4kj%i}. 'And my ri^ht eye itthe? ; I fliall 
cry. 

Lsdy Smart. Mifs, I hear your friend, Miftrcfs 

Giddy 
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Giddy, has difcarded Dick Slxutde : pray, has &< 
got another lovo- ? 

Mijs. I hear of none. 

Latiy Smart. Why, the fellowl rich ; aitid I think 
flie was a fool to throw out her diity water before 
flie got dean. • • - 

Lady Anfw. Mtfs, that's a vety handfome gows 
•f yours, and £ne»fy made % very genteel. 

Mijs. I am glad your Ladyfhip &es h. 

Lady Jnfw. Tour lover will be in raptures ; il 
becomes you admirably. 

Mifs, Ay ; I aSure you I won't take it as I hav< 
done ; if this won't fetch him^ the devfl fetch him, 
fay I. 

Lady Smart, [fo Ladf Anfrn^ Pray, Madam, wheis 
did you fee Sir Peter Muckworm ? 

Laiy Anfv>. Not iIhs fortni^t ; I hear he's laid 
up with the gout« 

Lady Smarts What does he do for it ? 

Lady Jnjw. I hear he's weary of doAoring it 
and now makes ufe of &«thmg but patience and 
flannel. 

Mi/s. Pray how does he and my Lady agree ? 

Lady Anfw. You know he loves her as the devil 
loves holy water* 

Mifs. They fay fhe plays deep with fliarpers, thai 
cheat her of her money. 

Lady Jnfw. Upon my .word they muft rife earlj 
that would cheat her of her money ; Sharp's thi 
word with her j diamonds cut dlamcmds. 

Mifs. Well, but I was aflur'd from a good hand 
that Ihe lo(l at one fitting to the tune of a hundred 
guineas : make money of that. 

Lady SmarU Well, but do yon hear that Mrs. 
Plump is brought to bed at laft ? 

Mifs. And pray, what has God fent her? 

Lady Smart, Why, guefs if you can. 

Mifs. A bpy, I fuppofe. 

Lady Smart. No, you are out ; guefs again. 

t Mfs\ 
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Mifs. A girl, thea. 

Lady zmart. You have hit it ; I believe you arc 
a witch. 

Mifs^ O Madam, the gentlemen fay all fine la- 
dies are witches ; but i pretend to no fuch thing. 

Lady Anfw, Well, fhe had good luck to draw 
Tom Plump into wedlock ; ihe ris' with her a— — 
upwards. 

Mifs. Fie, Madam, what do you mean ? 

Lady Smart O Mifs, 'tis nothing what we fay a- 
mong ourfelves. 

Mif$. Ay, Madam ; but they fay hedges have 
eyes, and walls have ears. 

Lady Anfw^ Well, Mifs, I can't help it ; you 
know I'm old tell-truth ; I love to call a fpade a 
fpade. 

Lady Smart, [miftakes the tea-tongj for thefpcon.l^ 
What ! I think my wits are a wool-gatliering to- 
day. 

Mifs. Why, Madam, there was but a right and 
a wrong. 

Lady Smart. Mifs, I hear that you and Lady 
Coupler are as jreat as cup and can. 

Lady Anfw, Ay, Mifs, as great as the devil and 
the Earl of Kent. 

Lady Smart. Nay, I am told you meet together 
with as much love as there is between the old cow 
and the hay-ftack. 

Mifs. I own I love her very well ; but there's 
difference betwixt ftaring and ftark mad. 

Lady Smart. They fay fhe begins to grow fat. 

Mifs. Fat ! ay, fat as a hen in the forehead. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, Lady Anfwerall, (pray for- 
give me), I think your Ladyfhip louks thinner than 
when I faw you laft. 

Mifs. Indeed, Madam, I think not ; but your 
Ladylhip is one of Job's comforters. 

Ljdy Anfw* Well, no matter how I look ; I am 
bought and fold ; but really, iVjifs, you are fo very 
. Vol. IX. P obliging, 



lyo POLITE CONVERSATION. 

obliging, tliat I wifh* I were a handfome young 
lord tor your fake. 

Jidi/s, O Madam, your love's a million. 

Lady Smart, [to Lady Anjw.'j Madam, will your 
liadjlhip let me wait on you to the play to-mor- 
row. 

Lady Anfvi, Madam, it becomes me to wait on 
your Ladylhip. 

Mifs, What, then, I'm turn 'd out for a wrang- 
ler. 

The gentlemen come in to the ladies to drink tea. 

Alifs, Mr. Neverout, we wanted you fadly ; you 
are always out of the way when you ifaou'd be 
hang'd. 

Neverout You wanted me ! pray, Mifs, how do 
you look when you lie.^ 

Mifs. Better than you when you cry Manners 
indeed ! 1 find you look like four ale in fummcr. 

Neverout, J beg your pardon, Mifs; I only meant 
when you lie alone. 

Mifs, That's well turn'd ; one turn more would 
have turn'd you down ftairs. 

Neve) out. Come, Mifs, be kind for once, and 
Order me a difti of coffse. 

/1ft}. Pray, go yourfelf ; let us wear out the 
oldeil: : beildes, I can't go, for I have a bonip in 
my leg. 

Col. They fay, a woman need but look on her 
apron-ftring to lind an cxcufe. 

Neveroftt* Why, Mifs, you are grown fo peevifli, 
a dog weuld not live with you. 

Mifs, Mr. Neverout, I beg your diverfion ; no 
ofFentc, I hope : but truly in a little time you in- 
tend to make the Colonel as bad a« yourfelf ; and 
that's as bad as bad can be. • 

Ntv^roxit, My Lord, don't you think Mifs im- 
proves wonderfully of late ! Why, Mifs, if I fpoil 

the 
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Ac Colonel, I hope you will ufe him as you do me 
for you know, love me, love my dog. 

Co/. How's that, Tom ? fay that again : why, if 
I am a dog, ihake hands, brother. [^H ere a great , 
loud, iong laugh. 

Ld Smart. But pray, gentlemen, why always £0 
fevere upon poor Mife? ;.)n my confcience, Colo- 
ael and Tom Nevcrout, one of you two are both 
knaves. 

Cd. My Lady Anfwerall, I intend to do myfelf 
the honour of dining with your Ladyihip to-mor** 
row. 

Lady Anfw. Ay, Colonel, do if you can. 

Mifs. Tm fure you'U be glad to be weloome. 

Col'. Mifs, I thank you; and> to reward you, I'Uf: 
come and drink tea with you,ia the moin:)iog. 

Mifs» Colonel, there's^ two words to that bar* 
gain. 

Cd.. p^ Lady Smart.'} Your Ladyfliip has-a very 
fine watch ; .well may you wear it. 

Loify Smart. It is none of mine. Colonels 

Co/. Pray, whofe is it then. 

Lady Smart. Why, 'tis my Lord'j J for.they.fiy*. 
a marry 'd woman has nothing of. her own, but 
her wedding-ring and her hair-lace ; but if women 
had been the law-makers, it would have been bet- 
ter. 

Co/. This watch-fecm$ to be quite new^ 

Lady Smart. Nt», Sir; it has been twenty years 
in my Lord's family ;, but Qjiare put a new cafe 
and dial-plate to it. 

NeverQut.. Why, that's for all the world like the 
man who fwore he kept the fame knife forty years, 
only he fomedm^s changed the haft, and fome times 
the bladfi. 

Ld Smart. Well, Tom, to give the devil his due, 
thou art a right woman's man. 

Co/. Odd-fo ! I have broke the hinge of my fnuff- 
box : I'm undone befides the lofs. 

P 2 Mtf$. 
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Mifs, Alack-a-day, Colonel ! I vow I h>id ra». 
ther have found forty ihillings. 

Neverout, Why, Colonel ! all that I can fay to 
comfort you is, that you muft mend it vAxUbl a new 
one. 

ATtJs iaugb*. 

CoL What, Mifs !• you can't laugh but you muft 
fhew your teeth. 

Mifs. I'm fure you fhew your teeth when you 
can't bite ; well, thus it muft be, if we fell ale. 

Neverout. Mifs, you fmell very ^wcct ; I hope, 
you don't carry perfiimes. 

Mifs. Perfumes ! No, Sir ; I'd have you to know 
it is nothing but the. grain of my ikin. 

CoL Tom, you have a good nofe ta make a poor 
man's fow. 

Ld Sparkijb. So, Ladies and Gentlemen, methinks 
you are very witty upon one another : come, box it 
about; 'twill come to my father at laft. 

Col. Why, my Lord, you fee Mifs has no mercy; 
I wifh (he were marry*d ; but I doubt the gi^ey 
mare would prove the better horfe. 

Mifs. Well, God forgive you for that wifh. 

La Sparkijb^ Never fear him, Mifs. 

Mifs. What, my Lord, do you think I was bora 
in a wood, to be afraid of an owl ? 

Ld Smart. What have you to fay to that. Go- 
* loncl. 

Neverout. O my Lord, my friend the Colonel 
fcorns to fet his wit againd a child. 

Mifs. Scornful dogs will eat dirty puddings. 

Col. Well, Mif& ; they fay, a woman's tongue is 
the lad thing about her that dies; therefore, iet*s 
kifs and be friends. 

Mifs. Hands oflf! that's meat for your mafter. 

La Sparkifb, Faith, Colonel, you are in for aVt 
and cakes : but, after all, Mifs, yoii are too fcvere; 
you would not meddle with your match* 

Mtfs. 
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Mifs. All they can fay goes in at one car, and 
out at t*otHcr for me, I can aflure yo« ; only I wifh 
they would be quiet, and let me drink my tea. 

Never out. What ! I warrant you think all is loft 
that goes befide your own mouth. 

Mifi. Pray, Mr. Ncverout, hold your tongue 
for once, if it be poifible ; one would think you 
were a woman in man's cloaths by*}'Our prating. 

Nevermit, No, Mifs ; it is not handfome to fei 
one hold one's tongue ; befides, I (hould flobber 
my fingers. 

CoL Mifs, did you never hear, that three women 
and a goofe are enough to make a market. 

Mijs. I'm fure, if Mr. Neverout or you were a- 
mong them it would make a fair. 

Footman comes in. 

Lady Sm^rt. Here, take away the tea-table, an<k 
bring up candles. 

Laiiy Anfw. O Madam, no candles yet, I befeech 
you ; don't let us burn day -light. 

Neverout, J dare fwear, Mifs, for her part, will 
never burn day-light, if ilie can help it. 

Aiifs, Lord I Mr. Neverout, one can't hear one's 
own ears for you. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, Madam,, it is blind-man's 
holiday ; we ihall foon be all of a colour. 

Neverout. Why then, . Mifs, we may kifs where 
we like beft. 

Mifs. Foghf thefe men talk of nothing butkiiP 
uig. IShe /pits. 

Neverout. What, Mifi, does it make your mouth 
water.. 

Lady Smart. It is as good be in the dark as with- 
out light ; therefore, pray bring in candles ; they 
fay, women and linen ihew beft by candle-light. 
Come, Gentlemen, are you for a parry at qua- 
drille ? 

P 3 CoL 
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Col, I'll make one with you tKrec ladies. 

Lady Anfw. V\\ fit down, and be a ftandcr-by. 

Lady Smart, {to Lady Anjw.2 Madam, docs your 
Ladyfhip never play ? 

Co/. Yes ; I fuppofe her Lady&ip plays fometimes 
for an Egg at Efther. 

Neverout. Ay ; and a kifs at Chriftmas. 

Lady Anjhu* Come, Mr. Neverout^ hold your 
tongue, and mind your kniting. 

Niverout. With all my heart ; kifs my wife, and 
welcome. 

7he Colonel^ Mr. Neverout ^ Lady Smarts and Mifs^ 
go to quadrille y and Jit till three in the morning. 

'They rife from cards* 

Lady Smart. Well, Mifs, you'll have a fad huf- 
band, you have fuch- good luck at cards. 

Neverout. Indeed, Mifs, you dealt me fad cards j 
if you deal fo ill by your friends, what will you do 
with your enemies ? 

Lady Anfv). I'm fure 'tis time for honeft folks to 
be a-bed. 

Mifs. Indeed my eyes draw ftraws. 

She'^s almofl afleep. 

Neverout. Why, Mifs, if you fall afleep, fome- 
body may get a pair of gloves. 

C9I. Vm going to the land of Nod. 

Neverout. Faith, I'm for Bedfordlhire. 

La^ Smart. I'm fure I fhall fleep without roking. 

Neverout. Mifs, I hope you'll dream of your 
fweetheart. 

Mifs. Oh, no doubt of it : I believe I lhan*t be 
able to fleep for dreaniing of him. 

Col. [to Mifs.'] Madam, ihall I have the honour 
to efcort yoa ? 



DiALocruE nr. 175 

Mifs. No, Colonel, I thank you; my mamma 
has fent her chair and footmen. WcU, n^v Lady 
Smart, I'll give yod revenge ^hetiever you pieafe. 

Fvotman comes in* - -■ 
Footman, Madam, the chairs are waiting. 
They all take thfir chairs, and go oj^> 



^t# 
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DIRECTIONS to SERVANTS in 
General * ; . 

And in particular to the 



Butler, 
Cook, 

FOOTM/N,. 

Coachman, 

Groom, 

House-Steward, 

and 
Land-Steward, 



Porter, 
Dairy-Maid, 
Chamber-Maid, 
Nurse, 
Laundress, 
Housekeeper, 
Tutoress, or 
Governess. 



The DUBUN EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

* T^HE following treatife of Dire£iions to Servants 

* ■*• was begun fome years ago by the author, 
*■ who had not leifure to finifh and put it into pro- 

* per order, being engaged in many other works 

* of greater ufe to his counti*y, as may be feen by 

* moft of his writings. But^ as the author's defign 



* '* I have a thing in profe, begun above twenty-eight years ago, 
** and timoft finiihed. It will make a fourfliiiling volume j and ia 
** ftich a perfection of folly, that you ihall never hear of it till it is 
'* printed, and then you (hall be lef^ to gnefs. Nay, I have another 
«* of the fame age, which will require a long time to perf^ft, and ia 
«* worfe than the former, in whieh I will ferve you the fame way," 
Swift's Letters, in vol. to. let, 6i, alluding to Foltte Converfation^ 
and Directions to fervantf , 

• was 
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was to expofe the villanies and frauds of fervants 
to their mailers and. miftrdles^ we fliall make no 
apology for its publication, but give it our read- 
ers in the fame manner as we find it in the origi- 
nal, which may^be fcen in the printer's cuftody. 
The few tautologies that occur in the chara£Vers 
left unfiniihed, will make the reader look upon 
the whole as a rough draught, with feveral out- 
lines only drawn. However, that there may ap- 
pear no daubing or patchwork by other hands, 
it is thought moft advifeable to give it in the au- 
thor's own words: 

^ Ii is imagined that he intended to make a large 
volume of this work ; but, as time and health 
would not permit him, the reader may draw,, 
from what is here exhibited, means to deteft the 
many vices and faults which people in that kind 
of low life are iubje£t to. 

' If gendemen would ferioufly confider this work^ 
which is written for their inftruftion, (although 
ironically), it would make them better oecono:- 
miftf, and preferve then* eftates and i^milies from 
ruin. 

* It may be feen by fome fcattered papers, (where- 
in were given hints for a dedication and preface^ 
and a lift of all degrees of fervants), that the 
author intended to have gone through all their 
charaAers. 

* This is all that need be fard as to this treatife, 
which can only be looked upon as a fragment.* 

Duiiim Noxr. 8. G. r. 

1745- 
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DIRECTIONS to SERVANTS *• 

Rules that concern alt Servants in ge- 
neral. 

WHEN your maftcr or lady calls a fervant 
by name, if that fervant be not in the 
way, none of you arc to anfwer ; for then 
there will be no end of your drudgery : and mafters 
themfelves allow, that if a fervant comes when he 
is called, it is fufficient. . . 

When 



* Thit trad ii imperfeA oni imfinifted. Tfte editor tdfs us,- 
that a preface and <iediGation ^ere to have been added to it. I think 
It Mvab not published till after the Dean's death j but I remember the 
manufcript handed aboor, and much applauded in his lifetime. To 
Qlj the moft that can be ofJered in its favour, the tra6t is wtlcten in 
fo facetious a kind of low humour, that it muft plcafe many readers j. 
nor is it without fome dsgree of merit, by pointing out wiih an a- 
mazing exadtnefs (and what in a lefs trivial cafe muft have been calK 
oi judgement) the faoltt, bltuxicrs, tricks, lies, and various knaveries 
of domcAi^ fervants. How much time muft haTe been employed in 
putti.ng together fuch ft work ? V^hat an intenfenefs of thought muft 
have been bcftowed upon the lowed and mod flavifli (tencs of life ? 
It is one of tho/e coropofiiions^. that the utmoft ftrength of wit can 
fcarce fuflain from linking. A man of Swift-s exalted genius ought 
c'onAantly to have foared into higher regions. He ought to have 
looked upon perfons of inferior abilities, as cb^.ldren whom Nature 
had appointed him to inftru^, encourage, and improve. Superior 
talents feem to have b'zcn intended by Providence as pubMc benefits ; 
aid the perfon who ponTcfTcs fuch blelTings, is certainly anfwei^bleto 
Heaven for thofe endowments which he enjoys above the red of' 
m^^nkind. Let htm jeft with dignity, and let him be ironical upon 
ufcful fubje£is$ leaving poor flaves ;o heat iheir porridge, or drink 
their fmall beer, in fuch veflels as ihey (hall find proper. The Dean 
it feeras, had net this way of thinking ; and having lorgindulg'.*d his 
pallions, at lail perhaps miAook them for his duty. The m.lLke is 
neither cxiraordi nary nor furpnfmg. In points of religion it has 
carried men into great extravagances ; in ihofe of morality, into no 
lefs : but in politics, into the greaicil of alL Our incliaaiions are fo 

apt 
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When you have done a fauh, lie ahrays pert and 
infolenty and behave yourfelf as if you were the 
injured pcrfon. This will immediately put your 
maftcr or lady off their mettle. 

If 



apt to harry as into inconfiderate a£tiont, that we are afterwards in- 
clined to flatter oarlelves they are right, only becaufe they have pro- 
ceeded from our own thoughts ftnd directions. Thus Swift, when he 
hid once eilabliibed the rule of yive/a bagatelle^ was refiolved topurlue 
it at all h::sards. I wi(h his thoughts had tak^o another turn. The 
lower claiTes of manicind pafs on unnoticed, the great only are ceafur- 
td. They ought to be particularly attentive to every Aep they take. 
T^ Dean of St. Patrick's ihculd have known himfelf as *< rex idem 
hoiAinum Pbaebique facerdosj** and fhould have remembred, that 
kings and p! lefts are extrenncly liable to be ceilfured. Poor Swift ! 
why did he fink below himfelf before be was depiivedof reafim f Fjr* 
give him that error, and draw a-veil of oblivion over certain excrefccfiF- 
cies of wit and humour, you will then admire him, as an honour to the 
public, and a fcourge to all the knaves and fools of his time.-— Seve< 
'Sal of Swift's pofthumous pieces are neither worthy of bis pen, nor^f 
the reader's perufal. Many of then ase fpurious, and many more are 
trifling, a&d in every refpe^t improper for the public view : fo that 
what was once ludicroully faid upon a different occafion, may be ap- 
plied CO feveral of Swift's writings, as *' they put us in mind of tbe 
** famous machine in Winftanhy's water- works, where out of the 
*' lame veflel, the fpc^ators were prrfcnted with tea^ cot&e^ cho- 
** colate, champagne, and four fmall beer," Orrery, 

For luch miiapplicaiion of his taleius. Swift fell under his friend 
Pcpe*s corred^ion : as appears from tkefe lines \ 

" If, after all, we muft with Wilmot own, 

«* The cordial drop of life is love alone, 

« And Swift cry wifely^ Vive la bagatelle ! 

*' The man that loves and laughs, muft fure do well. 

Pope could flot bear to fee a friend he ft> much valued, live la the mi- 
ier.bie abufe of one of Na'vre's bed gifis, unAdmooiibed of his folly. 
Swift (as we may fee by fume of his poAhumous pieces, fo dishonour* 
able and injurious to his memory) trifled away his old age in a diflipa- 
tion that women and boys might be afliamed o*^. For when men have 
given into a long habit of employing their wit only to Ihcw their parts 
to edge their fpleen, to pander to a fat^ion, cr, in ihort, to any thing 
but that for which Nature beftowci it, namely, to recommend and 
fet off truth; oid age, which abates the palfions, will never rcftSfy 
the abufes they occafloncd j Lu: the renrjains of wit, inUead of feek- 
ing and recovering their proper channel, will run into that mlf^rablc 
depravity of taflc.hcie condemned ; and in which Dr. Swift leems to 
h4»€ placed no inconCderable part of his wifdum. *< I chufe,** lays 

he 
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If you fee youf mafter wronged by any of your 
fellow-fervants, be fure to conceal it, for fear of 
being called a tell-tale. However, there is one ex- 
ception, in cafe of a favourite fervant, who is jud- 
ly hated by the whole family ; who therefore arc 
bound in prudence to lay all the faults they can 
upon the favourite. 

The cook, the butler, the groom, the market- 
man, and every other fervant who is concerned in 
the cxpcnces of the family, fhould a6t as if his ma- 
tter's whole eftate ought to be applied to that fer- 
vaat's particular bufinefs. For inflance, if the 
cook computes his mafter*s eflate to be a thoufand 
pounds a-year, he reafonably concludes, that a 
thoufand pounds a-year will afford meat enough, 
and therefore he need not be fparing ; the butler 
makes the fame judgement ; fo may the groom and 
the coachman ; and thus every branch of expence 
will be filled to your matter's honour. 

When you are chid before company, (which, 
with fubmiflion to our matters and ladies, is an 
unmannerly praftice), it often happens that fomc 
ftranger will have the good nature to drop a word 
in your excufe : in fuch a cafe you will have a good 
title to juftify yourfelf, and may rightly conclude, 
that whenever he chides you afterwards on other 
occafions, he may be in the wrong ; in which 
opinion you will be the better confirmed, by ttating 
the cafe to your fellow-fervants in your own way, 
• who will certainly decide in your favour : there- 
fore, as I have faid before, whenever you are chid- 
den, complain as if you were injured, 

he, in a letter to Mr. Pope, '« my companions ?mongft ihofc ofleaft 
*• confcouence, and moft compliance } I read the moft trifling books 
<* I can find j and whenever I write, it is upon ibe moft trifling fub- 
" je£ls/' And agjin, in a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, <« I love /j 
*' bagatelle better than eve-, I am always writing bjd profe, cir worfc 
'* verfes, either of rage or raillery," &c. And again, in a letter 10 
Mr, G.\y, " Mv rule i?, f^ve k bagatelle ,"'' iTai burton, 

a It 



RULES TO SERVANTS IN GENERAL. i«i 

It often happens, that fervants fent on mefiages 
trc apt to ftaj out fomewhat longer than the mef- 
fage requires, perhaps two, four, fix, or eight 
hours, or fome fuch trifle ; for the temptation to 
be fure was great, and flefh and blood cannot al- 
ways rcfift. When you return, the mafter ftorms, 
the lady fcolds ; ftripping, cudgelling, and turning 
off, is the word. But here you ought to be provi- 
ded with a let of excufcs, enough to ferve on all 
occafions. For inftance, your uncle came four- 
fcorc miles to town this morning on purpofe to fee 
you, and goes back by break of day to-morrow ; 
a brothcr-fervant, that borrowed money of you 
when he was out of place, was running away to 
Ireland ; you were taking leave of an old fellow- 
fervanc, who was fhipping for Barbadoes ; your 
father fent a cow to you to fell, and you could not 
get a chapman till nine at night ; you were taking 
leave of a dear couiin, who is to be hanged next 
Saturday; you wrenched your foot againfl# ftone, 
and were forced to ftay three hours in a fhop, be- 
fore you could ftir a ftep ; fome naftinefs was 
thrown on you out of a garret window, and you 
were afhamed to come home before you were clean- 
ed, and the fmell went off; you were preffed for 
the fea-fervice, and carried before a juftice of peace, 
who kept you three hours before he examined you, 
and you got off with much ado ; a bailiff by miftgkc 
feized you for a debtor, and kept you the whole 
evening in a fpunging-houfe ; you were told that 
your mailer had gone to a tavern, and came to 
fome mifchance, and your grief was fo great, that 
you inquired for his Honour in a hundred taverns 
t>etween Pall-mall and Temple-bar. 

Take all tradefmens parts againft your mafter ; 
and when you are fent to buy any thing, never 
offer to cheapefn it, but generoully pay the full de- 
mand. This is highly to your mafter's honour • 
and may be fome flbiUings in your pocket •, ^yi^l^xx 

YoL.lX. Q^ ^.tt 
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arc to confidcr, if your maftcr hath paid too much) 
he can better afibrd the lois than a poor tradefmam 

Never fubmit to ftir a finger in any buiinefs, but 
that for which you were particularly hired. For 
example, if the groom be drunk, or abfent, and the 
butler be ordered to (hut the flabk-door ; the an- 
fwcr IS ready, Anpleafe your Honour, I don't un* 
derftand horfes If a corner of the hanging wants 
a iingle nail to faften it, and the footman be dire<5t- 
cd to tack it up ; he may fay he doth not under- 
ftand that fort of trork, but his Honour may fend 
for the upholfterer. 

Mailers and ladies arc ufually quarrelling with 
the fervants for not fhutting the doors after them : 
but neither matters nor ladies confider, that thefe 
doors muft be open before they can be fhut, and that 
the labour is double to open and fhut the doors ; 
therefore thebeft, and fliortcft, and eafieft way, is 
to<lo neither. But if you are fo often teafed to 
£hut tht doof , that you cannot eafily forget it, then 
give the door fuch a clap as you go o^t, ts will 
Ihake the whole room, and make every thing rattle 
in it, to put your mailer and lady in mind that you 
obfervc their direftions. 

If you iind yourfelf to grow into favour with yoMt 
mailer or lady, take fome opportunity, in a very mild 
way, to give them warning ; and when they aik the 
reafon, and feem loath to part with you, anfwer. That 
you would rather live with them than any body elfe ^ 
but a poor fervant is notto be blamed, if he flrives 
to better hiivjfelf ; that fervice is no inheritance ; 
that your work is great, and your wages very fmall. 
Upon which, if your mailer hath any generoiity, 
he will add five or ten ihillings a quarter, rather 
than let you go. But if you are baulked, and have 
no mind to go off, get fbme fellow-fervant to tell 
your mailer, that he hath prevailed upon you to 

ftay. 

Whatever 
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Whatever good bits you can pilfer in the day, 
fave them to junket with your fellow-fervants at 
night ; and take in the buder, provided he will 
give you drink. 

Write your own name, and your fwcetheart's, 
widi the fmoke of a candle, on the roof of the kit- 
chen, or the fervants hall, to (hew your learning. 

if you arc a young fighdy fellow, whenever you. 
whifper your miflrefs at the table, run your nofc 
full in her cheek ; or, if your breath be good^ 
breath full in her face. This I have known to have 
had very good confequences in fome families. 

Never come till you have been called three or 
four times ; for none but dogs will come at the firft 
whiftle : and when the mafter calls. Wholes there f 
no fervant is bound to come ; for Who's there is no 
body's name. 

When you have broken all your earthen drmk- 
ing veilels below flairs, (which is ufually done in ft 
week), the copper-^pot will do as well ; it can boit 
milk, heat porridge,, hold fmallbeer, or, in cafe 
of neceflky, fcrve for a Jordan; therefore apply it 
indifferently to all thefe ufes ; but never waih or 
fcour it, for fear of taking off the tin. 

Although you are allowed knives for the fervants 
hall at meals, yet you ought to fpare thcin, and 
make ufe only of your mafter's. 

Let it be a conftant rule, that no chair, ftool, or 
table, in the fervants hall, or the kitchen, (hall have 
above three legs ; which hath been the ancient and 
conflant practice in all the- families I ever knew, and> 
is faid to be founded upon two reafons ; firft, to 
fhew that fcvants are ever in a tottering condition ; 
fecondly, it was thought a point of humility, that 
the fervants chairs and tables fhouldhave at lead one 
kg fewer than thofe of their m.aflers. I grant there 
hath been an exception to this rule with rgard to 
the cook, who by old cuftom was allowed an eaiy 
shair to fleep in after dinner \ and yet 1 \xwt fcv 

0^2 ^QTCEi. 
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dom feen them with above three legs. Now, this 
epidemical lamenefs of iervants chairs, is by philo- 
fophcrs imputed to two caufcs, which are obfcrvc-d 
to make the greateft revolutions in ftates' and enx- 
pires ; I mean love and war. A ftool, a chair> or 
a table, is th;2 firft weapon taken up in a general 
romping or fkirmi{h ; and after a peace, the chairs, 
if they be not very ftrong, are apt to fuffer in the 
conduct of an amour, the cook being ufually fat 
and heavy, and the butler a little in di:ink. 

I could never endure to fee maid-fervants fo un- 
genteel as to walk the ftreets with their petticoats 
pinned up. It is a foolifh excufe to alledge, their 
petticoats will be dirty, when they have fo eafy a 
remedy, as to walk three or four times down a 
dean pair of ftairs after they come home. 

When you flop to tattle with fome crony fervant 
in die fame ftreet, leave your own ilreet-door opien, 
that you may get in without knocking when you 
come back ; otherwife your miflrefs may know you 
are gone out, and you mufl be chidden. 

I do mofl earneflly exhort you all to unanimity 
and concord. But miflake me not ; you may quar* 
rcl with each other as much as you pleafe ; only al- 
ways bear in mind, that you have a common ene- 
my, which is your mafler and lady, and you have 
a common caufe lo defend. Believe an old prafti- 
tioner ; whoever, out of malice to a fellow- fervant, 
carries a talc to his maOer,' fhall be ruined by a gc- 
neral confederacy againfl hini. 

The general place of rendezvous' for all the fcr- 
vants, both in winter and fummcr, is the kitchen ; 
there the grand affairs of the family ought to hp con- 
fulted ; whether they concern the liable, the dairy, 
the pantry, the laundry, cellar, the nurfeiy, the din- 
ing-room, or my Lady's chamber : there, as in your 
own proper element, you can laugh and fquall and 
romp, i» fuUfccurity. 

When 
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When any fervaut comes home drunk, and can- 
not appear^ you muft all join in telling your mafter 
that he is gone to bed very tick ; upon which your 
lady will be fo good-natured, as to order fome com- 
fortable thing for the poor man or maid. 

When your ma&er and lady go abroad together* 
to dinner, or on a vi(it for the evening, yQU need 
leave only one fervant in the houfe, unlefs you have 
a blackguard boy to anfwer at the door, and attend 
the children, if there be any. Who is to flay at 
home, is to be determined by fhort and long cuts ; 
and the flayer at home may be comforted by a vific 
from a fweethearc, without danger of being caught 
together. Thcfe opportunities mufl never be mif- 
fed, becaufe they come but fometimes ; and all is 
fafc enough, while there is a fervant in the houfe. 

When your mafler or lady comes home, and 
wants a fervant who happens to be abroad ; your 
anfwer mufl be, that he had but jufl that minute 
flep out, being fent for by a couiin who was dy* 
ing. 

If your mafler calls you by name, and you, 
happen to anfwer at the fourth call, you need not 
hurry yourfelf ; and if you be chidden for flaying,, 
you may lawfu^lly fay, you came no fooner, bccaulc: 
you did not know what you were called for. 

When you are chidden for a fault, as you go ovin 
of the room, and down flairs mutter loud enough 
to be plainly heard ; this will make him believe you 
are innocent. 

Whoever comes to vifit your mafler or lady when 
they are abroad^ never burden your memory with 
the pcrfbn's name ; for indeed you have too many 
other things to remember. Befides, it is a porter's 
bufinefs, and your maf^er's fault he does not keep 
one ; and who can remember names ? and you will 
certainly miflake them, and you can. neither write 
aor read. 

Ctl It 
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If it be poffibk, never tell a lie to your maftei 
or lady, unlefs you hare fome hopes that they taH 
not find it out in left than half an hour. When l 
fervant is turned off, all his faults muft be tdld, al 
though moft of them were never known by his ma 
fter, or lady ; and all mifchiefis done by others 
charged to him. [Inftancc them.] And whei 
they afk of any of you, why you never acquaint 
cd them before ? the anlwer is, Sir, or Madam 
really I was afiraid it would make you angry ; am 
befides, perhaps you mig;ht think it was malice ii 
me. Where there are little mailers and miffes ii 
a houfe, they are ufually great impediments to th 
direrfions of the fervants ; the only remedy is ti 
bribe them with g^od goodies y that they may not td 
tales to papa and mama. 

I advife you of the fervants, whofc mafter live 
in the country, and who expe^ vales, always t 
ftand rank and file when a ftrangcr is taking hi 
leave ; fo that he muft of neceffity pafs between you 
and he muft have more confidence or lefs mone 
than ufual, if any of you let him efcape ; and a< 
cording as he behaves himfelf, remember to trci 
him the next time he comes. 

If you are fent with ready money to buy any thin 
at a (hop, and happen at that time to be out c 
pocket, fink the money, and take up the goods o 
your mafter's account. This is for the honour c 
your mafter and yourfelf ; for he bcomes a man c 
credit at your recommendation. 

When your lady fends for you up to her chan 
ber to give you any orders, be fure to ftand at th 
door, and keep it open, fiddling with the lock a 
the while fhe is talking to you ; and keep the butto 
in your hand, for fear you fhould forget to Ihut tt 
door after you. 

If your mafter or lady happen once in their live 
to accufe you wrongfully, you are a happy 'fervant 
for you have nothing mor^ to do, thaa for ever 

faul 
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feult you commit irhik you are in their fcrvicc, to 
put them in miad of that falfe accufation, and pro** 
tcft yourfelf equally i&nocoit in the prcfcnt cafe. 

When you have a mind to leave your mailer^ and 
ire too bafhful to break the matter for fear of of- 
fending him ; the beft tiray is^ to grow rude and 
fancy of a iildden, and b^ond your ufnal beha* 
viour, till he finds it neceflary to turn you off; and 
when you arc gotve, to revenge yourfclf, give him and 
his ttudj fuch a charafber to all your brodber iervants 
who are out of place, that ilone will venture to of^ 
fcr their fefvice. 

Some Bice ladies, who are afraid of catching cold, 
having obfervcd that the maids and fellows below 
ftairs often forget to fhut the door after them, as 
they come in, or go out into the back-yards, have 
contrived^ that a pulley and a rope, with a large 
piece of lead at the end, fhould be fo fixed, as to 
make the door fhut of itfelf, and require a ftrong. 
hand to open it ; which is an-immenfe toil to iei^ 
vants, whofe bufinefs may force them to go in and 
out fifty times in a morning : but ingenuity can do 
much ; for prudent fervants have found out an ef* 
feAual remedy againfl this infupportable grievance, 
by tying up the puUy in fuch a manner, that the 
Weight of the lead fhall have no effedt. However, 
as to my own part, I would rather chufe to keep 
the door always open, by laying a heavy flone at 
the bottom of it. 

The fervants candlefiticks are generally broken, 
for nothing can lad for ever. But you msiy find 
out many expedients. You may convtniently fticfc 
your candle in a bottle, or with a lump of butter 
againft'the wainfcot; in a pdwdcr-horn, or in an 
■old (hoe, or in a cleft ftick, or in the barrel of a 
piftol, or upon its own grcafe on a table; in a 
coflfee-cup, or a drinking glafs ; a horn can, a tea- 
pot, 4 twifted napkin, a mufiard-pot, an ink-horn. 
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a marrow-bone, a piece of dough ; or you may cut 
a hole in the loaf, and ftick it diere. 

When you invite the neighbouring fervants to 
junket with you at home in an evening, teach them 
a pecu'liar way of tapping or fcraping at the kitchen - 
window, which you may hear^ but not your mafter 
or lady, whom you muft take care not to difturb or 
frighten at fuch unfeafonable hours. 

Lay all faults upon a lap-dog, or favourite cat, 
a monkey, a parrot, a magpye, a child ; or on the 
fervant who was laft turned off* By this rule you 
will excufe yourfelf, do no hurt to any body 
elfc, and fave your mafter or lady from the trouble 
and vexation of chiding. 

When you want proper inftruments for any work 
you are about, ufe all expedients you can invent,^ 
rather than leave your work undone. For iaftance, 
if the poker be out of the Way, or broken, ftir the 
ifire with the tongs ; if the tongs be not at hand^ 
ufe the muzzle of the bellows,, the wrong end of 
the fire-fliovel, the handle of the flre-brufh, the 
end of a mop, or your matter's cane. If you want 
paper to finge a fowl, tear the firft book you fee 
about the hoiife. Wipe your Ihoes, for want of a 
clout, with the bottom of a |curtain» or a damaik 
napkin. Strip your livery lace for garters. If the 
butler wants a Jordan, he may^ufe the great filver 
cup. 

There are feveral wars of putting Out candles, 
and you ought to be inftrudled in them all. You 
may run the candle-endagainft the wainfcot, which 
puts the fnuff out immediately ; you may lay it on 
the ground, and tread the fnuff out with your foot >- 
you may hold It upfide down, until it is chocked 
with its own greafe : or cram it into the focket of 
the candleftick : you may whirl it round in your 
hand .till it goes out. When you go to bed, after 
you have made water, you may dip the candle-end 
into the chamber-pot ; you may fpit on your £nger 

and 
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iimby and punch the fnuff till it goes out. 
ok may run the candle's nofe into the meal- 
: the groom into a vefTel of oats^ or a lock 
, or a heap of litter. The houfe-maid may 
: her candle^ by running it againf^ a looking- 
which nothing cleans fo well as candle-fnun. 
: quickeft and befl of all methods is, to blow 
vith your breath ; which leaves the candle 
ind rcadier.to be lighted, 
'c is nothing fo pernicious in a family as a 
r, againft whom it muil be the principal bu- 
f you all to unite. Whatever office he ferves 
e all opportunities to fpoil the bufinefs he is 
and to crofs him in every thing. For in- 
if the butler be a tell-tale, break his glafies 
^cr he leaves the pantry- door open ; or lock 
or maftiffin it, who will do as well : miilay 
or a fpoon fo as he may never find it. U 
e cook, whenever (he turns her back, throw 
of foot, or a handful of fait in the pot, or 
g co^ls into the dripping-pan, or daub the 
leat with the back of the chimney, or hide 
of the jack. If a footman be fufpefted, let 
>k daub the back of his new livery ; or whea 
)ing up with a difh of foup, let her follow 
ftly with a laddle-full, and dribble it all the 
flairs to the dining-room, and then let the 
naid make fuch a noife that her lady may 
The waiting-maid is very likely to be guil- 
lis fault, in hopes to ingratiate herfelf : and 
cafe the laundrefs muft be fure to tear her 
in the wafhing, and yet wafh them but half; 
en ihe complains, tell all the houfe; that fhc 
b much, and her flefh is fo nafty, that fhe 
fmock more in one hour, than the kitchen- 
>th in a week, 

DIREC- 
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IRECTIONS to SERVANTS. 

CHAP I. 
Directions to the Butler. 



IN my direftion» to fcrvants, I find, from mj 
long obfervation, that you butlers arc the prin* 
cipal perfons concerned. 

Your buHaefs being of the greateft variety, and 
requiring the greated exa£inefs, I {hall, as well a« 
I can rccoUeft, run through the feveral branches of 
your office, and order my inftrudions according- 

In waiting at the fide-board, take all poiEble care 
to fave your own trouble and your mafter's drink- 
ing glaffes : therefore, firft, iince thofc who dine at 
the fame table are fuppofcd to be friends, let their 
all drink out of the fame glafs without walhing 
which will fave you much pains, as well as the h*' 
zard of breaking them. Give no perfon any liquo 
until he hatli called for it thrice at leaft ; by whi 
means, fome out of modefty, and others out 
forgetfulnefs, will call the feldomer ; and thus j< 
maftcr's liquor be faved. 

If any one dellres a glafe of bottled ale^ firft fl 
the bottle, to fee whether any thing be in it : 
tafte it, to fee what liquor it Js, that you ms 
be miftaken; and, laftly, wipe the mouth f 
bottle with the palm of your hand, to fhew 
cleanliocfs. 
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Be more careful to hav« the cork in the belly of 
the bottle than in the mouth ; and if the cork be 
mufty, or white friars in your liquor, your mafter 
will fave the more. 

If an humble companion, a chaplain, a tutor, 
or a dependent couiin, happen to be at table, whom 
you find to be licile regaixied by the mader, and 
the company, which no body is readier to difcovcr 
and obferve than we fervants ; it muft be the bufi- 
nefs of \du and the footman, to follow the exam- 
ple of your betters, by treating him many degrees 
worfe than any of the reft : and you cannot plcafe 
your mailer better, or at leail your lady. 

If any one calls for fmall beer towards the end of 
dinner, do not give yourfelf the pains of going 
down to the cellar, but gather the droppings and 
leavings out of the feveral cups, and gbflcs, and 
falvers, into one ; but turn your hack to the com- 
pany for fear of being olifcrved. On the contrary, 
when any one calls tor ale K)wards the end of din- 
tter, fill the largeft tankard-cup top-full ; by which 
yovL will have the greateft part left to oblige your 
iellow-fervants, without the fin of flealing from 
yovLT mafter. 

There is likewife a perqnifite full as hoiieft, by ' 
'which you have a chance of getting every day the 
beft part of a bottle of wine for yourfelf; for you 
arc to fuppofe, that gentlefolks will not care for the 
remainder of a bottk ; therefore always fct a fire^ 
one before them after dinner, although there hath 
not been above a glafs drank of the other. 

Take fpecial care that your bottles be not mufty 
before you fill them; in order to which, blow 
ilrongly into the mouth of eveiy bottle, and then, 
if you fmell nothing but your own breath, imme- 
diately fill. 

If you arc fent down in hafte to draw any drinlr, 
and find it will not run, do not be at the trouble of 
opening; a vent, but Wow (IrongAy mio x^^ l^^^x. 
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and you will find it immediately pour into your 
mouth ; or take out the vent ; but do not ftay to put 
it in again, for fear your mafter ihould want you. 

If you are curious to tafte fomc of your matter's 
cl|oice bottles, eHipty as many of them juft below 
the neck as will make the quantity you want; 
but then take care to fill them up again with clean 
water, that you may npt leflen your matter's li- 
quor. 

There b an excellent invention found out of late 
years in the management of ale and fmallbeer at the 
fide-board. For in ttance, a gentleman calls for a glafs 
of ale, and drinks but half; another calls forfmall 
beer : you immediately turn out the remainder of 
the ale into the tankard, and fill the glafs with fmall 
beer ; and fo backwards and forwards, as long as 
dinner latts. By which you anfwer three great ends. 
Firtt, you fave yourfelf the trouble of wafhing, 
and confequently the danger of breaking your giaf- 
fes ; fecon^lly, you are furc not to be miftakcn in 
giving gentlemen the liquor they call for ; and, 
laftly, by this method you are certain that nothing 
is lott. 

Becaufe butlers are apt to forget to bring up their 
ale and beer time enough, be fure you remember to 
have up yours two hours before dinner ; and place 
them in the funny part of the room, to let people fee 
that you have not been negligent. 

Some butlers have a way of decanting (as they 
call it) bottled ale, by which they lofe a good pait 
of the bottom ; let your method be to turn the 
bottle dire<^ly upfide down ; which will make the 
liquor appear double the quantity : by this means, 
you will be fure not to lofe one drop, and the 
froth will conceal the muddincfs. 

Clean your plate, wipe your knives, and rub the 

ilirty tables, with the napkins and table-cloths ufed 

chat day ; for it is but one wafhing, and befides it 

will fave you wearing out the coarfe rubbers ; and 

' % io 
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in reward of fuch good hufbandiy, my judgement 
is, that you may lawfully make ule of the fineft da- 
malk napkins for night caps for yourfelf. 

When you clean your plate, leave the whiting 
plainly to be fecn in all the chinks, for fear your 
lady fhould not believe you had cleaned it. 

There is nothing wherein the llcill of a butler 
more appears, than in the management of candles ; 
whereof, although fome part may fall to the fhare 
of the other fervants, yet you being the principal 
perfon concerned,* I fhall direct my inflrudlions 
upon this article to you only, leaving to your fel- 
low-fervants to apply them upon occafion. 

Firft, to avoid burning d ly-light, and to favp 
your mailer's candles, never bring them up till half 
an hour after it be dark, although they arc called 
for never fo often. 

Let your fockets he full of greafe to the brim, 
with the old fnuffatthc,top, and then ftick on your 
frefh candles.. It is true, this may endanger their 
falling : but the candles Avill appear fo much the 
longer and handfomer before company. At other 
times, for variety, put your candles loofe in the 
fockets, to ihew they are clean to the bottom. 

When your candle is too big for the focket, melt 
it. to a right fize in the fire ; and to hide the fmoke, 
wrap it in paper half way up. . ^ 

You cannot but obferve of late years the great 
extravagance among the gentry upon the article of 
candles, which a good butler ought by all means to 
difcourage, bodi to favc his own pains and his ma- 
fter's money, 'i his may be contrived feveral 
ways ; efpecially when you are ordered to put 
candles into the fconces. 

Sconces are great waftera of candles, . and you, 
who are always to confider the advantage of your 
mafter, fhould do your utmcft to difcourage them ^ 
therefore your bufinefs muft be to prefs the candle 
with both your hands into the focket jfo as lomukc 

VoL.JX R \\. 
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It teati in fuch a manner, that thfc grcafc may A-op 
all upon the floor, if fomc lady's hthd-drcfs of 
gentleman's periwig be not ready to intercept it. 
X ou may Kkewife ftick the candle ib teofe, that it 
triU fall tipon the glafs of tlic fcbrtct, and break it 
into fhatters. This will iave your mafter niany k 
^ir penny In thic year, both in candles and to the 
^lafs-man, and yourfelf much labour ; for the rcoh- 
ces (polled cannot be ufed. 

Never let the candles burh too low, but give them, 
its a lawful perq\iifite, to yotar friend the cook, to 
lAcreafe her kitchen-ftuff ; or if this bfe not allow- 
ed in vouriioufe, givctbem in chanty to the po01l^ 
j&^ighpbuVs, who *often run on your errands. 

WheA you ciit bread for a toaft, do not ftand 
Idly \fratchitig it, but lay it on the coals, and ininS 
your other buOnefs ; then come back, and if you 
find it toafted quite through, fcrapc off the burnt 
iSde, and ferVe it up. 

When you drefs up y6i* fide board, fet the beft 
glafies SCs near the edge of the table as you cati : by 
which means they will caft a double luftre, and 
make a much finer figure ; and the confequencc 
can be at rrioftbut the breaking h^ a doz'en, which 
is a trifle in your mafter's pocket. 

Wafli the glafles with your own water^ to favc 
your mailer's fait. 

Whbn any fait is fpilt on the table, jAo iiot let it 
be loft ; but, 'Arhen dinner Is done, fold ujp the 
tatile-cloth with the fait in it, then ftiak'e the fait 
put into the Mt-ccllar to fcrve next day. But the 
ihbrteft and fiareft way is, when you remove the 
cloth, to wrap the knives, forks, fpoons, falt-cel- 
lars, broken bread, and fcraps of mea^t, all toge- 
ther in the table-clQtli, by which you will be fure 
to lofe 'nothing ; unlefs you think it better to (hake 
-theth out of the window -amonft tiie beggars, that 
they may with hiore con»eniejace eat the fcraps. 

Leave 
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Leavt fixe, dregs of wine/ale^ and other liquors, 
in thelK>ttWa: to rinfe ^h^m is but lofs of ticnCi 
fince rU D^ill bte dope at once ii) a general wafhing | 
Wd you will have 9, better excufe for breaking them. 

If you? niaftcr hath many mufly, or very foul 
aud crufted bottles, I advi()p you, in point of con- 
fcience» that thofe may be the firft you truck at 
the qext ale-houfe for ale or brandy. 

Wheo a meflage 19 feat to your mafter^ be kind' 
tt) your brothl^r-ftrvant tvho brings it ; gjve him the 
heft liquor in yoijr keeping, for your matt 
ter*s honour ; and at th$ &r& opportunity he wj^- 
4p the fame to you. 

After fupper> if it be; darli, carry yovjr plate an4 
china tpgcther in the faine baiket, to fave candle-^ 
light ; for you know your panu^ >i?eil enppgh to pm 
ihism up in the dark. 

Whej^ company is ^piQ£^e,d f^t 4kkX^P^» or in ^ 
rrieuings, he Aire to be abroadi tha^ noihipg may 
be got which is under your key; by which ypuf 
9Aaflcr will fa«e his liquor, and not lyear pvit his 
plate. 

I come BOW to a moft- important part of your qe- 
conomy, the bottling e( a hqgfhead of vnfitf 
wRerein I recommend three vi^^ues; c^anlineic, 
frugality* and brotherly love. JLet your corks Sc 
the longeft kind you can get; which ^iU f^v« 
fomc wine in the neck of every bottle. As to your 
bottles, chufe thefmalleft you can find ; which will 
increafe the number of dozens, and pleafe ypyr 
mafter ; for a bottle of wioe is always a bpttlo 
of wine, wh^her it hold more or left 5 and if your 
mafter hath his proper number of dozens, he 
cannot complain. 

Every bottle muft be firft rinfed with wine, foF 
fear of any moifture left in the wafliing. Some» 
out of a miftaken thrift, will rinfe a dozen of 
bottle with the fame wine e but I would advife you 
for more caution, to change the wine at c\cr^ fe- 
ll z Ks^xA:: 
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cond bottle; a gill may be enough. Have bottles 
ready by to fave it ; and it will be a good perquilitc 
cither to fell, or drink \*ith the cook. 

Never draw your liogiliead too low ; nor tilt it, 
for fear of difturbingyour liquor. When it begins 
to run flow, and before the wine grows cloudy, 
fhake the hogfhead, and carry a glafe of it to your 
mailer, who will prarfe you for yourdifcretion, and 
give you all the reft as a perquifite to your place. 
You may tilt the hogfliead the next day, and in a 
fortnight get a dozen or two of good clear wine, 
to difpofe 6f as you pleafe. - 

In bottling wine, fill your mouth full of corks, 
together with a large plug of tobacco ; which will 
give to the wine the true tafte of the weed, fo de- 
lightful to all good judges in drinking. 

When you are ordered to decant a fufpicous 
bottle, if a pint be out, giv? your hand a dexterous 
fhake, and fhew it in a glafs that it begins to be 
muddy. 

When a hogfhead of wine, or any other liquory 
is to be bottled off, wafh your bottles immediately 
before you begin ; but be fure not to drain them ; 
by which good management your mafter will favc 
fome gallons in every hogfhead. 

This is the time, that, in honour to your mafler, 
you ought to fhew your kindnefs to your fellow- 
fervants, and efpecially to the cook ; for what fig- 
nify a few flagons out of a whole hogfhead ? But 
make them be drank in your prefcnce, fr ifear 
they fhould be given to other folks, and igyour 
malter be wronged : but advife them, if they get 
drunk, to go to bed, and leave word they are lick ; 
which laft caution I would have all the lervants ob- 
ferve, both male and female. 

If your mafter finds the hogfhead to fall fhort of 
his expectation, what is plainer than that the veflel 
leaked ; that the wine-cpoper had not filled it in 

proper 
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proper time ; that the merchant cheated him wiiha 
hogihead below the common meafure? 

When you are to get water on for tea after din- 
ner, (which in many families is part of your of- 
fice), to fave firing, and to make more hafte, pov.r 
it into the tea-kettle from the pot where cabbage 
or fi{h have been boiling, which will make it much 
wholefomer, by curing the acid and corroding qua- 
lity of the tea. 

Be faving of your candles ; and let thofe in the 
fconces of the hall, the llairs, and in the lantern, 
burn down into the fockets, until they go out of 
themfelves; for Avhich your mafter and lady will 
commend yoi\r thriftinefs, iis foon as they iliall 
fmell the fnufi^. 

If a gentleman leaves a fnuff-box or pick- tooth- 
cafe on the table after dinner, and* gocth away, 
look upon it as part af your vaks ; for fo it is al- 
lowed by all fcrvants, and you do no wrong to 
your mafter or lady. 

Ifyouferve a count ry-'fciuirc, when gentlemen ^ 
and ladies come to dine at your houfe, never fail 
to make their fcrvailts drunk, and cfpecially the 
coachman, for the honour of } our mafter; to 
which, in all your actions you niuft have a fpecikl 
regard, as being the beft ; for the honour of every- 
family is depofited in the hands of the cook, th;; 
butler, and the groom, as I fliall hereafter de- 
monftraie. 

Sunff the candles at fupper as they ftand on the 
table ; which is much the fecureft way ; becaufc, 
if the burning fnuft' happens to get out of the fnuf- 
fers, you ^have a chance that it may fall into a 
difh of foup, fack-poflet, rice-milk, or the like, 
where U. will be immediately extinguilhcd with very 
litde ftink. 

When you have fnuffed the candles, always 
leave the niuffers open ; for the fnuff will of k- 
R 3 *lOvt: 
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felf burn away to aihes, and cannot fall out, and 
dirty the table, when you fnuff the candles again « 

That the fait may lie ftnooth in the falt-cellar^ 
fmooth it down with your moift palm. 

When a gentleman is going away after dining 
with your matter, be furc to (land full in his view, 
and follow him to the door, and, as you have op-* 
portunity, look full in his face ; perhaps it may 
bring you a fhilling ; but if the gentleman hath 
lain there a night, get the cook, the houfe-maid, 
the ilable-man, the fcuUion, and the gardener, to 
accompany you, and to ftand in his way to the 
hall, in a line on each iide of him. If the gentle-* 
inan performs handfomely, it will do him honour, 
and coft your mailer nothing. 

You need not wipe your knife to cut bread for 
the table, becaufe, in cutting a flice or twO| it will 
wipe itfelf. 

Pat your finger into every bottle to feel whether 
it be full ; which is the fureft way, for feeling hath 
no fellow. 

When you go down to the cellar to draw ale or 
fmall beer, take care to obferve dircftly the fol- 
lowing method. Hold the veflel between the finger 
and thumb of your right hand, with the pahn up- 
wards ; then hold the candle between your fingers, 
but a little leaning towards the mouth of the veflel; 
then take out the fpiggot with your left hand, and 
clap the point of it in your nr.outh, and keep your 
left hand to watch accidents ; when the veflTel is 
full, withdraw the fpiggot from your mouth, well 
wetted with fpittlc, which being of a fliitly con- 
fiftence will make it ftick fafter in the foflet : if 
any tallow drops into the veflel, you may eafily (if 
you think of it) remove it with a fpoon, or rather 
with your finger. 

Always lock up a cat in the clofet where you 
keep your china plates, for fear the mice may ftcal 
la and break them. 
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A good buttler always breaks off the point of his 
bottle-fcrcw in two days, by trying which is hard- 
efl, the point of the fcrew, or the neck of the 
bottle : in this cafe, to fupply the want of a fcrew, 
after the fhimp hath torn the cork in pieces, make 
nfe of a filver fork ; and when the fcraps o£ the 
corp are almoft drawn oat, flirt the mouth of the 
botde into the ciftem three or four times, until 
you quite clear it. 

If a gentleman dines often with your mafter^and 
^ves you nothing when he goes away, you may 
ufe feveral methods to Ihew him fome marks of 
your difpleafure, and quicken his memory. If he 
calls for bread or drink, you may pretend not to 
hear, or fend it to another who called after him ; 
if he aiks for wine, let him flay a while, and thea 
fend him fmall beer ; give him always foul glafles ; 
fend him a fpoon when he wants a knife ; wink at 
the footman to leave him without a plate. By 
thefe, and the like expedients, you may probably 
be a better man by half a crown before he leaves 
the houfe, provided you watch an opportunity of 
l^anding by, when he is going. 

It your lady loves play, your fortune is fixed for 
ever. Moderate gaming will be a perquifite of ten 
fhillings a week ; and in fuch a family I would ra- 
ther chufe to be butler than chaplain, or even ra- 
ther than be fteward. It is all ready money, and 
got without labour ; unlefs your lady happens to 
be one of thofe who either oblige th you to find 
wax- candles, or forceth you to divide it with fome 
favourite fervants : but, at worft, the old cards arc 
your own ; and if the gamefters play deep, or grow 
peevifh, they will change the cards fo ofen, that 
the old ones will be a confiderable advantage, by 
felling them to cofieehoufes, or families who love 
play, but cannot afford better than cards at fccond 
hand When you attend at the fervke, \if: ta^^t. \.^ 
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leave new packs within the reach of the gamefters, 
which thofe whg have ill luck, will readily take 
to change their fortune; and now and then an old 
pack mingled with the reft will eafily pafs. Be fure 
%o be very oiBcious on play -nights, and ready with 
your candles to light out your company, and have 
falvers of wine at hand to give them when the/ 
call ; but manage fo with the cook, that there be 
no fupper ; becaufe it will be fo much faved in your, 
mafter's family, and becaufe a fupper will confidcr- 
ably leffen ypur gains. 

Next to cards, there is nothing fo profitable to 
you as bottles ; in which perquilite you have no 
competitors except the footmen, who are apt ta 
fteal and vend them for pots of beer. But you arc 
bound to prevent any fuch abufes in your mafter's 
family-: the footmen are not to anfwer for whae; 
are broken at a general bottling ; and thofe may 
be as many as your difcretion will make them. 

The profit of glafll^s is fo very inconfiderable, 
that it is hardly worth mentioning : it confifts on- 
ly in a fmall prefcnt miide by the glafsman, and. 
about four Ihillings ia the pound added to the 
prices for your trouble and ilcill in chufing them. 
If your mailer hath a large ftock of gliifies, and 
you or your fellow fervants happen to bi'eak any 
of them without your mafter's knowledge, keep it 
a fecret till there are not enough left to ferve the 
table : then tell your mafter that the glaflfcs arc 
gone : this will be but one vexation to him, which 
is much better than fretting once or twice a- week ; 
and it is the office of a good fervant, to difcompofe 
his mafter and his lady as feldom as he can : and 
here the cat and dog will be of great ufe to take 
the blame from you. Note, That botdes miffing 
are fuppofed to be half ftolen by ftragglers and 
other fervants, and the other half broken by acci- 
dent, and a general wafhing. 

Whet 
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^Vhet the backs of your knives until they arc as 
fliarpas the edge ; which will have this advantage, 
that when gentlemen find them blunt on one lide 
they may try tlie other. And to IhcAv you fpare 
DO pains in iharpening the knives, whet them io 
long, till you wear out a good part of the iron, 
and even the bottom of the fihxr handle. This 
doth credit to your mailer ; for it iliews good 
houfe-keeping, and the goldfinith may one day 
make you a prefent. 

Your lady, when fhe finds the fmall beer or ale 
dead, will blame you for not remembering to put 
the peg into the vent-hole. This is a great miftake ; 
nothing being plainer, tlian that the peg keeps the 
air in the vefiel, which fpoils the drink, and there- 
fore ought to be let out : but if flie infifts upon it, 
to prevent the trouble of pulling out the peg, and 
putting it in a dozen times a-day, which is not to 
be borne by a good fervant, leave the fpiggot half 
out at night, and you will find, with only the loft 
of two or three quarts of liquor, the veiTel will 
run freely. 

When you prepare your candles, wrap them up 
in a piece of brown paper, and fo ftick them into 
the focket : let the paper come half way up tlic 
candle, which looks handfome, if any body fliould 
come in. - 

Do all ia the dark, to fave your mafter's can- 
dles. 



A Lthough I am not ignorant that it hath been a 
■^ long time fincc the cuftom began amoiv^ ^o- 
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I^e of quality to keep men cooks, and generally of 
the French nation ; yet hecaufe iny treatife is chiefs 
iy calculated for the general run of knights, 'fquircff,- 
and gentlemetij botji in town and country, I fhall 
therefore apply to you, Mrs Cook, as^ a woman. 
However, a great part of what 1 intend may fervc 
for cither fex. And your part naturally followt 
the former ; hecaufe the hutler and you are joined 
in intereft : your vales are generally equal, and paid 
when others are difappointed i you can junket to-^ 
gether at nights upon your own progue, when the 
reft of the houfe are abed ; and have it in your 
power to make every fellow^fervant your friend ; 
you can give a good bit or a good fup to the little 
mafters and mifles, and gain their affe^ions s a quar* 
rel between you is very dangerous to you both, aiMl 
will probably end in one of you being turned off; 
in which fatal cafe perhaps it will not ba fo eafy in 
fiune time to cotton with another. And now Mrs. 
Cbok, I proceed to give you my inftruftions $ 
which I defire you will get iom^ fellow4ervant in 
the family to read to you conftantly one night in 
every week when you are going to bed, whether 
you ferve in town or country, for my leflbas ihall 
be fitted for both. 

If your lady forgets at fupper that there is any 
cold meat in the houfe, do not you be fo officious 
as to put her in mind ; it is plain fhe did not want 
it ; and if the recollefts it the next day, fay fhe gav« 
you no orders, and it is fpent ; therefore, for fear 
of telling a lie, difpofe of it with the butler, or any 
other crony, before you go to bed. 

Never fend up a leg of fowl at fupper, while 
there is axat or a dog in the houie that can be ac- 
cufed for running away with it : but if there hap- 
pen to be neither, you muft lay it upon the rats, or 
a ftrange grey-hound. 

It is ill houfewifery to foul your kitdica-niUMn 
mtk wiping the bottom of the difhes you fimd ftp, 

fince 
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finc6 the table>-cldth IriQ do as well, and is changed 
every ineal. 

Ntcvct clean your fpits after they have been ufcd > 
for the grcafe left upon them by meat, is the bcli 
diing to preferve them from nift ; and wheti you 
inake tife of them again, the fame greafe will keep 
the infide of the meat moid. 

If you live in a rich family, roading and boiling 
are below the dignhy of your office,- and which it 
becomes you to be ignbrant of; therefore leave 
<hat .work iifrholty to &e kitchen-wench, for fear of 
xlifgracing the family ybu live in. 

If you are employed in marketing, buy your meat 
as ch^ap as you can ; but when you bring in your 
account^^ bfe tttrfcr of your matters honour, and 
jfct do^n the liigheft rate : which befides is but juf- 
tice ; for no body can afibrd to fell at the fame 
rate that he buys ; and I am confident that you may 
charge fafely ; fwear that you gave no rtiore than 
what the butcher and poulterer afked. 

If your lady orders you to fet up a piece of meat 
for fupper, you arc not to undei-ftand that you muft 
jfct it up all, therefore you may give half to your- 
felf and the butler. 

Good cooks cannot abide what they juftly call 
iJddling \<rork, ^hefrc abandance of time is fpent 
itid Ktde done. IStich, for in-ftance, is the dreff- 
jng fmall birds^ requiring a world of cookery and 
clutter^ and a fecond or Uiird fpit : which, by the 
way, is abfolutely needlefs ; for k will be a very ri- 
diculous thing indeed, if a fpit which is flrong e- 
Dough to turn a furloin of beef, fhould not be able 
to turn a lark. However, if your lady be nice, and 
is afraid that a large fpit will tear them, place them 
handfomely in the dripping-pan, where the fet of 
roafted mutton or beef filling on the birds, will 
Ferve to bade them, and fo fave both time and but- 
ters for whit rook of any fpirit would lofe her 
linttc iDf picking lai-ks, wheat-cars, at\d oO[xtt ^tcv?^\ 
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birds ? Therefore, if you cannot get the maid 
the young miffes to aflill you, e'en make fhort \« 
and either finge or ilay them ; there is no greai 
in the ilcins, and the flefh is juil the fame. 

If you are employed in market, do not acc< 
treat of a beef-ftakc and a pot of ale from the 
cher, which I think in confcience is no better 
wronging your mafter ; but do you always take 
perquifite in money if youdo not go in truft, < 
poundage when you pay the bills. 
. The kitchen-bellows being ufualiy out of o 
with ftirring the fire with the muzzle, to fave 
tongs and poker, borro\y the bellows out of ; 
lady's bed-chamber, which, being leaft ufed, 
commonly the be ft in the houfe ; and if you '. 
pen to damage or greafe them, you have a ch; 
to have them left entirely for your own ufe. 

Let a blackguard boy be always about the he 
to fend on your errands, and go to mai'ket for 
on rainy days ; which will fave your cloaths, 
make you appear more creditable to your mift: 
If your miftrefs allows you the kitchen- ftufi 
return of her gcnerolity, take care to boil and r 
your meat fulhciently. If flie keeps it for her < 
profit, doherjuftice, and rather than let a g 
fire be wanting, enliven it now and then with 
dripping, and the butter that happens to turr 
oil. 

Send up your meat well ftuck with fkewers 
make it look round and plump ; and an iron fk 
er, rightly employed now and then, will mak 
look handfomer. 

Wlien you roaft a long joint of meat, be can 
only about the middle, and leave the two cxtn 
parts raw ; which may ferve another time, and 
alfo fave firing. 

When you fcour your plates and diflies, bend 
brim inward, fo as to make them hold more. 
Always keep a large firp in the kitchen, wl 
% ' tb 
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there is a fmall dinner, or the family dines abroad, 
that the neighbours feeing the fmoke may commend 
your mafter's houfekeeping : but when much com- 
pany is invited, then be as fparing as poffible of 
your coals, becaufe a great deal of the meat being 
half raw will be faved, and ferve next day. 

Boil your meat conftantly in pump-water, be- 
cauie you muft fometimes want river or pipe water ; 
and then your miilrefs obferving your meat of a 
difierent colour, will chide you when you arc not 
in fault* 

When you have plenty of fowl in the larder, 
leave the door open in pity to the poor cat, if fhc 
be a good moufer. 

If you find it neceflary to go to market in a wet 
day, take out your miftrefs's riding-hood and cloak, 
to fave your cloaths. 

Get three or four chairwomen to attend you 
tonflantly in the kitchen, whom you pay at fmall 
"charges, only with the broken meat, a few coalsj 
and all the cinders. 

To keep troublefomc fervants out of the kitchen, 
always leave the winter fticking on the jack to fall 
on their heads. 

If a lump of foot falls into the foup, and you 
cannot conveniently get it out, ftir it well, and it 
will give the fbupe a high French tafte. 

If you melt your butter to oil, be under no con- 
cern, but fend it up, for oil is a gcnteeler faucc 
than butter. 

.Scrape the bottom of your pots and kettles with 
a iilver fpoon, for fear cf giving them a tafte of * 
copper. 

When ynu fend up butter for fauce, be fo thrifty 
as to let it be half water • which is alfo much 
wholefomrr. 

If your butter when it is melted taftes of brafs, it 
is your^ mafter's fault, who will not allow you a 
filver faua'pan ; beiides, the lefs o£ k viiiV ao tax- 

Vol. It. S xNx^T, 
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ther, and new tinning is very chargeable. If yotr 
have a filver faucepan; and the hutter fmells of 
imoke, lay the fault upon the coals. 

Never make ufe of a fpoon in any thing that 
you can do with your hands, for fear of wearing 
out your maftcr's plate. 

When you find that you cannot get dinner ready 
at the time appointed, put the clock back, and then 
it may be ready to a minute. 

Let a red hot coal now and then fall into the 
dripping-pan, ihat the fmoke of the dripping ihagr 
afcend, and give, the roail meat a high tafle. 

You arc to look upon the kitchen as your drefF- 
ing-room ; but you are not to wafh your hands till 
'you have gone to the ncceflary-houie, and .{pitted 
your meat, truffed your fowl, picked jour fallad, 
nor indeed till after you have fent up your fecond 
courfe ; for your hands will be ten times fouler 
vith the many things you are forced to handle ; 
ihiUt wh«n your work is over^ one wa&ing will fervc 
for all. 

There is. but one part of your drefling that I 
would admit while the vidluals are boiling, roaft- 
ing, or ftewing ; I mean the combing your head, 
which lofeth no time, becaufe you can ftand over 
your cookery, ar^d watch it with one hand, while 
you are ufing your comb with the other, ' 

If any of the combings happen to be fent up 
with the vi<Ehials, you may fafely lay the fault upon • 
any of the fobtmen that hath vexed you : as thofe 
gcndemen are fometimes apt to be malicious, if you 
refufe them a fop in the pan, or a flice from the 
fpit, much more when you difcharge a ladleful of 
hot porridge on their legs, or fend them up to their 
mafters with a difhclQut pinned at their tails. 

In roafting and boiling, order the kitchen-maid 

to bring none but the large coals, and fave the 

fmail ones for the fires above-ftairs ; the firft arc 

propercA for drcfling meat : and when they arc 

\ 
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©ut, if you happen . to mifcarry in any difli, you 
may fairly Uj the fault upon want of coals ; bc- 
iides, the cinder- pickers will be fure to fpeak ill of 
your maffer's houfe-keeping, where they do not 
find plenty of large cinders mixed with frelh large 
coals. Thus you may drefs your meat with credit, 
do an a^ of charity, raifc the honour of your 
mailer,, and fbmeBmes get (hare of a pdt of ale for 
your bounty to the cinder- woman. 

As foon as you have lent up the fircond courfey 
you. have nothing to do (in a great family) until 
fupper : therefore fcour your, hands and face, put 
on your hood and (carf, and take your pleafure a-* 
mong your cronies, till nine or ten at night,——* 
But dine firft. 

Let there be always a ftri£l friendfhip between 
yott and the butler ; for it is both your interefts to 
be united : the butler often wants a comfortable 
tit-bit^, and you much oftener a cool cup of good 
liquor. However, be cautious of him; for he is 
jbmetimbesan inconilant lover, becauie he hath great 
advantage to allure the maids with a glafs of fack, 
or white wine and fugar. 

When you roaft a breaft of veal, remember your 
fwcet-heart the butler loves^ a fweet-bread ; thei-e- 
fore fet it afide till evening ; you can fay, the cat 
or the dog has run away with it, or you found it 
tainted, or fly-blown ; and befides it looks as well 
at the taUe without it as with it. 

When you make the company wait long for din- 
ner, and the meat be over-done, which is generally: 
the cafe, you may lawfully lay the fault upon your 
lady, who- hurried, you fo to fend up dinner, that 
you was forced to fend it up too much boiled and 
xoafted. 

If your dinner mifcarries in almoft every difh. 
How could you help it ? You were teafed by the 
footmen coming into the kitchen ; and to prove it 
true, take occafion to be angry, and thxov^ ?l\^^^- 
S 2. «k 
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ful of broth on one or two of their liveriey : ht>- 
fides, Friday and Childermas day are two crofs days 
in the week, and it is impoffiWe to have good luck 
on either of them ; therefore on thofe two days 
'you have a lawful excufe. 

When you are in hafte to take down your difhes, 
tip them in fuch a manner, that a dozen will fall 
)together upon the dreffer, jufl: ready for your 
hand. . 

To fave time and trouble, cut youu apples and 
.onions with the fame knife ; and well-bred gentry 
love the tafte of an onion in every thing they eat. 

Lump three or four pounds of butter together 
with your hand, then dafli it againft the wall, juft 
over the dreffer, fo as to have it ready to piill by 
pieces as you have oecafion for it.. 

If you have a filver faucepan for the kitchen* 
ufe, let me advife you to batter it well, and keep i€ 
always black : this will be for your mailer's honour | 
for it ihews there has been conftant good honfe- 
keeping: and make room for the faucepan hf 
wriggling it on the coals, ifc. 

In the fame manner, if you are altowcd a large 
filver fpoon for the kitchen, let half the bole of it 
be worn out with continual fcraping and ftirring, 
and often fay merrily, This fpoon owes my mailer 
no fervice. 

When you fend up a mefs of broth, water-grucl^. 
or the like, to your mailer in a morning, do not 
forget with your thumb and two fingers to put fait 
on the fide of the plate ; for if you make ufe of a? 
ipoon, or the end of a knife, there may be dan- 
ger that the fait would fall, and that would be a 
fign of ill luck. Only remember to lick your- 
thumb and fingers clean before you ofi*er to touchf 
the fait. 

CHAP. 



CHAP. ra. 

DircftioM to the Foot ma ir^ 

^y^Our employment being of a mixed nature, ex^ 
•*• tends to a great variety of bufinefs, and yon^ 
ftand in a fair way of being the favourite of youp 
mailer or miftrefs, or of the young maftcrs andmif^ 
fes; you are the fine gentleman of the family^ 
yithwhom all the maids are in love, You are fome- 
times a pattern of drefs to your mafter, and fome- 
times hei&fo to you. You wait at table in all com- 
panies, and confeqiaently have the apportunity to- 
iee and know the world, and to underiland men* 
and manners. I confefs your vales are but few, un- 
kfs you are fent with a prefent, or attend the tea iiv 
the country ; but you are called Mr. in the neigh- 
bourhood, and fometimes pick up a fortune ; per- 
haps your mafter's daughter ; and I have known> 
many of your tribe to have good commands in the- 
army. In town you have a leat referved for you in 
the play-houfe, where you have an opportunity of 
becoming wits and critics. You have no profeflcdl 
enemy except the rabble, and my Lady's waiting- 
woman, who are fometimes apt to call you Ikip- 
kennel. I have a true veneration for your office,. 
becaufe I had once the honour to be one of your 
order, which I foolifhly left by demeaning myfelF 
with accepting an employment in the cuftom-hoiife.- 
But that you, my brethren, may come to better for- 
tunes, I fhall here deliver my inftrudtions, which. 
have been the fruits of much thought and oblcrva— 
tion, as well as of fevcn years expcrleace. 

S3 \^- 
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In order to learn the fecrets of other families, 
tell thofe of your mailer's ; thus you will grow a 
favourite both at home and abroad^ and be regard- 
ed as a perfon of importance, 

Never be feen in the Greets with a basket or 
bundle in your hands, and canry nothing but what 
you can hide in your pocket, otherwile you will 
difgrace your calling : to prevent which, always re- 
tain a blackguard boy to carry your loads ; and if 
you want farthings,' pay him with a good flice of 
bread, or fcrap of meat. 

Let a fhoeboy clean your own flioes firft, for fear 
of fouling the chamber, then let him clean your 
mafter's ; keep him on purpofc for that ufc, and to 
run of errands, and pay him with fcraps. When 
you ar^ fent on aii errand, be fure to edge in fomc 
bufinefs of your own, either to fee your fwcctheart,^ 
or drink a pot of ale with fome brother- fcrvant ; 
which is fo much time clear gained. 

There is a great controVcrfy about the moft con- 
Tenient and genteel way of holding your plate at 
meals. Some ftick it between the frame and the 
back of the chair ; which is an excellent expedient^ 
where the make of the chair will allow it. Others, 
for fear the plate fhould fall, grafp it fo firmly, that 
their thumb reacheth to the middle of the hollow : 
which however, if your thumb be dry, is no fecurc 
method ; and therefore, in that cafe, I advife your 
wetting the ball of it with your tongue. As to that 
abfurd practice, of letting the back of the plate lie 
leaning on the hollow of your hand, which fome 
ladies recommend, it is univerfally exploded, being 
liable to fo many accidents. Others again are fo re- 
fined, that they hold their plate directly under the 
left arm-pit ; which is the beft fituation for keeping 
it warm : but this way may be dangerous in the ar- 
ticle of taking away a difh, where your plate may 
happen to fall upon fome of the company's heads. 
I confefs mjfelf to have objcfted J^ainft all thcfc 

ways. 
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ways^ which I have frequently tried ; and therefore 
I recommend a fourth, which is to flick your plate, 
lip to the rim inclufive, in the left fide between your 
waiflcoat and your fhirt. This will keep it at leafl 
as warm as under your arm -pit, or ockfter (as the 
Scots calls it) ; this will hide it, fo as flrangers may 
take you for a better fervant, too good to hold a 
plsLte ; this will fecure it from falling ; and thus dif- 
pofed, it lies ready for you to whip out in a mo- 
ment, ready warmed, to any guefl within your 
reach, who may want it : and, laflly, there is an- 
other convenience in this method, that if any time 
during your waiting, you find yourfclf going to 
cough or fneeze, you can immediately fnatch out 
the p)ate,. and hold the hollow part clofc to your 
nofe or mouth, and thus prevent fpirting any 
moifhire from either upon the difhes or the ladies 
head-drefs.' You fee gentlemen and ladies obfervc 
a like ppaftice on fuch an occafion, with a hat or a 
handkerchief: yet a plate is lefs fouled and fooncr 
cleaned than eithei* of thefe : for when your cough 
or fneeze is over, it is but returning your plate to 
the fame pofition, and your fhirt will clean it in the 
pafiage. 

Take oflF the largefl difhes, and fet them on,, 
with one hand, to fhew the ladies your vigour and 
fb-ength of back ; but always do it between two 
ladies, that if the difh happens to flip, the foup or 
fauce may fall on their cloaths, and not daub the 
floor. By this practice, two of our brethren, my 
worthy friends, got confiderable fortunes. 

Learn all the new-fafhion words, and oaths, and * 
fongs and fcraps of plays that your memory can 
hold. Thus you will become the delight of nijie 
ladies in ten, and the envy of ninety-nine beaux in 
a hundred. 

Take care, that at certain periods, during dinner 
cfpecially, when perfons of quality are there, you 
and yoyr brethren be all out of the xoom \.o^^^^^ \ 

>^1 
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by which you will give yourfclves fome cafe {roni: 
the fatigue of waiting, and at the fame time leave 
the company to converfe more freely, without be-r 
ing conftrained by your prefence. 

When yjDU are fent on a meflage, deliver it la 
you own words,, although it be to a duke or to 
a duchefs, and not in the words of your mafter or 
lady ; for how can they underftand what belongs 
to a meflage as well as you, wha have been bred to 
the employment ? But never deliver the anfwer till 
it is called for, and then, adora It witk. your own. 
ftyle. 

When dinner is done, carry down a great heap 
of plates to the kitchen ;» and when you come to 
the head of the flairs, trundle them all before you. 
There is not a more agreeable fight or found, efpc- 
cially if they be filver, befides the trouble they favc 
you ; and there thef will lie ready near the kitchen^ 
door for the skullion to wafli them,^ 

If you are bringing up a joint of meat ia a difh,. 
and it falls out of your hand, before you get into 
the dining-room, with the meat on the ground^ 
and the fauce fpilled, take up the meat gently, wipe 
it with the fl^p of your coat, then put it again into 
the diih, and ferve it up ; and when your lady mif- 
{es the fauce, tell her it is to be fent up in a plate 
by itfelf 

When you carry up a difh of meat, dip your 
fingers in the fauce, or lick ix with your tongue, 
to try whether it be good, and fit for your mafler^i 
table 

You are tlie befl judge of what acquaintance^ 
your lady ought to have : and therefore, if (he 
fends you on a mefTage of compliment or bufine(» 
to a family you do not like, deliver the anfwer in 
fuch a manner as may breed a quarrel between 
them, not to be reconciled : or,, if a footman 
comes from the fame family on the like errand, 
turn the anfwer flie orders you to deliver, in fuch 

a mantier 



DmECnONS TO THE FOOTMAN. 2I3 

a xnanner as the other family may take it for an af* 
front. 

When you arc in lodgings, and no fliocboy to be 
got, clean your maker's Oioes with the bottom of 
the curtains, a clean napkin, or your landlady'9 
apron. 

Ever wear yonr hat in the houfe, but when youF 
maftrr calls ; and as foon as you come into his pre 
fence, pull it off, to fhew your manners. 

Never clean your &oes on the ferapcr, but in the 
entry, or at the foot of the ftairs ; by which you 
will have the credit of being at home almoft a mi* 
nute fooner, and the fcraper will laft longer. 

Never alk leave to go abroad ; for then it will be 
always known that you are abfent, and you will be 
thought an idle rambling fellow ; whereas, if you 
go out and no body obferves, you have a chance of 
conaing home without being mifled ; and you need 
not tell your fellow- fervants where you are gone ; 
for they will be fure to fay, you were in the houfe 
but two minutes a^o, which is the duty of all fer«- 
'vaxitff. 

Snuff the candles with your fingers, and thro^ 
the fnuff on the floor, then tread it out, to prevent 
ftinking ; this method will very much fave the fnuf- 
fers from wearing out. You ought alfo to fnuff 
them cloie to the tallow ; which will make them 
run, and fo increafe the perquifite of the cook's* 
kitchen-ftuff ; for flie is the perfon you ought in 
prudence to be well with. 

"While grace is faying after meat, do you and 
your brethren take the chairs from behind the com- 
pany, fo that when they go to fit down again, they 
may fall backwards, which will make them all mer- 
ry ; but be you fo difcreet as to hold your laughter 
till you get to the kitchen, and then divert your- 
fellow- fervants. 

When you know your mafl:er is moft bufy in 
company, come in and pretend to fextie ^bo\\x. ^^^ 
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room ; and if he chides^ fay, you thought he rung' 
the bell. This will divert him from plodding on 
bufineis too much, or fpending himfelf in talk, or 
racking his thoughts^ aJl which are hurtful to his- 
^onflitution. 

If you are ordered to brcajc the claw of a crab 
or a lobfter,, clap.ic between t&sildes of the din- 
ing-room door between the hinges^ Thus you can 
doit gradually without mafhlng* the meat; which 
k ofteiL the £ate of the ftreet-door key, or the 
peftle. 

When you take a foul plate from any of the 
guefls, and obferve the foul knife and fork lying 
on the plate, fhew your dexterity, take up the 
plate, and tlurow off the knife and fork on the 
table, without (haking off the bones or broken meit 
dbiat are left : then the gueft, who hath more time 
tban you, wiU wipe the rork and knife already ufed. 

When you carrf a ghds of liquor to any perfbn 
who hath called for it, do not bob him on the 
flioulder, or cry. Sir, or Madam^ here's the glais ; 
that would be unmannerly, as if you had a mind 
to force it down one's throat ; but {land at the per- 
fi>n*s left fhoulder, and wait his time ; and if he 
firikes it.4own with his elbow by forgetfiilnefs, that 
was his fault, and not yours ^ 

When your miftrefs fends you for a hackney- 
coach in a wet day, come back in the coach to fave 
your cloaths, and the trouble of ^walking ; it is 
better the bottom of her petticoats ihould be drag- 
gled with your dirty fhoes, than your livery be 
ipoiled, and youcfelf get a cold. 

There is no indignity fo great to one of you fla- 
tion, as that of lighting your mafler in the ftrects 
with a lantern ; and therefore it is very honeft p(^r 
cy to try all arts how to evade it ; betides, it fhews 
your mafter to be either poor or covetous, which 
^e the two worft. qualities you can meet with in a- 
jay fej?vice. When J.was under thefe citcuipftances. 
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1 made ofe of fcvcral wife expedients, which I here 
recommend to you bometimcs I took a candle (o 
long, that it reached to the very top of the lantern, 
and homed it ; but my mafter, after a good beat- 
ing, ordered me to pafte it over with paper. I then 
vied a middling candle, but ihick it fo ioofe in die 
ibcket, that it leaned towards one fide, and burned 
a whole quarter of the horn. '^Then I ofed a bit of 
candle of half an inch, which funk in the focket, 
and melted the folder, and forced my mailer to 
walk half the way in the dark. Then he made me 
ftick two inches of candle in the place where the 
focket was ; after which I pretended to itumblc, 
put out the candle, and broke all the tin part to 
-jpicccs. At lail, he was forced to make ui'e of a 
lantern-boy, out of perfect good hufbandry. 

It is mch to be lamented, that gentlemen of our 

-enoployibent have but two hands to carry plates, 

difhes, botdes, and the like, out of the room at 

meals ; and the misfortune is ilill the greater, be- 

-cauic one of diofe hands is required to open the 

-door, w^e you are incumbered with your load. 

Therefiore, I advife, that the door may be always 

left at jar, fo as to open it with yoin* foot ; and 

then you may carry out plates and diihcs from your 

belly up to your chin, beiides a good quainty of 

chings under your ams, which will fave you many a 

vreary ilcp ; but take care that none of the burden 

falls tiH you are out of the room, and, if poffible, 

out of hearing. 

If you arc lent to the poil-oiEce with a letter in 
a cold rainy night, ilep to the ale-houfe, and take 
a pot, until it is fuppofed you have done your er- 
rand ; but take the next fair opportunity to put 
the lettet in carefully, as becomes an honeil fer- 
vant. 

If you arc ordered to make coflfce for the ladies 
after dinner, and the pot happens to boilo\CTj"vVc\\R. 
you are running up for a ipoon to ftir \i, ox xSdat^- ^ 



^l6 DIRECTfONS TO SERVANTS. ' 

ing of fomething clfe, or ftruggling with the cham- 
bermaid foe a kils ; wipe the fides of the pot clean with 
a difbclout, carry up your coffee boldly ; and when 
your lady finds i too weak, and examines you whe 
ther it has not run over, deny the fadt abfolutely ; 
fwear you put in more coffee than ordinary, that 
you never ftirred an inch from it, that you ftrove to 
make it better than ufual, becaufe jour miftrefs had 
ladies with her, that the fervants in the kitchen 
will juftify what you fay. Upon this you will find 
that the other. ladies will pronounce your coffee to 
be very good ? and your miftrefs will confefs that 
her mouth is out of tiafte, and flie will for the future 
jfufpeft berfelf, and be more cautious in finding 
fault. This h would have you do from a principle 
of confcience ; for coffee is very unwholforac ; and 
out of affection to your lady, you ought to give it 
her as weak as poffible. And upon this argument, 
when you have a mind to treat any of the maids 
with a difli of frefli coffee, you may, and ought to 
fiibftra£t a third part of the powder, on account of 
your lady's health, and getting her maid's good-willj 
If your mafterfends you with afmaU trilling pre- 
fent to one of his friends, be as careful of it as you 
would be of a diamond ring ; therefore, if the pre- 
fent be only half a dozen pippins, fend up the 
fervam who received the meifage, to fay, that you 
were ordered to deliver them with your own hands. 
This will fliew your exadlnefs, and care to prevent 
accidents or miftalces ; and the gentleman or lady 
cannot do lefs than give you a ihilling. So when your 
mafter receives tlie like prefent, teach the mcflenger 
who brings it to do the iaiuie, and give your mafter 
hints that may ftlr up his generofity ; for brother- 
fervants fhould affift one another, fince it is all for 
their mafter's honour, which is the chief point to 
be confulted by every good fervant, and of which he 
is the beft judge. 

I Whcii 
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When jou ftep but a few doors off to tattle with 
a wenchy or take a running pot of ale, or to fee a 
brother footman going to be hanged, leave the 
ftreet'door open, that you may not be forced to 
knock, and your mafter difcover you are gone out ; 
for a quarter of an hour's time can do his fcrvice 
no injury> 

When you take away the remaining pieces of 
bread after dinner, put them on foul plates, and 
prefs them down with other plates over them, fo as 
no body can touch them ; and fo they will be a good 
perquiiite to the blackguard boy in ordinary. 

When you are forced to clean your mailer's 
fhoes with your own hand, ufe the edge of the 
fliarpeft cafe-knife, and dry them with the toes an 
inch from the fire; becaufe wet fhoes are dan- 
gerous ; and bciides, by thefe arts you will get 
diem the fopner for yourfelf. 

In feme families the mafler often fends to the 
tavern for a bottle of wine, and you are the mcf- 
fenger. I advife you therefore, to take the fmal- 
left botde you can find ; but however make the 
drawer give you a full quart ; then you will get a 
good fup for yourfelf, and your bottle will be filled. 
As for a cork to ftop it, you need be at no trouble, 
for the thumb will do as well, or a bit of dirty 
chewed paper. 

In all difputes with chairmen and coachmen for 
demanding too much, when your mafter fends you 
down to chafi^cr with them, take pity of the poor 
fellows, and tell your mafter that they will not take 
a farthing lefe ; it is more for your intereft to get 
fliare of a pot of ale, than to fave a (hilling for 
your mafter, to whom it is a trifle. 

When you attend your lady in a dark night, if fhc 
cfeth her coach, do not walk by the coach-fide fo as 
to tire and dirt yourfelf, but get up into your proper 
place behind it ; and fo hold the flambeau Hoping 

Vol. IX. T fox^^^^ 
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forward over the coach roof ; and when k WAXits 
Ihufiing d»fli itL $gaioft the corners. 

When yoa leave your lady at church on Sun- 
days, you have two baurs fafe to fpend wiih your 
companions at the alchoufe, or over a beef-ftakc 
and a pot of beer at home with the cook and the 
maids ; and indeed poor fervants have fo few op- 
portunies to be happy> that they ought not to lofe 
any. 

Never wear focks when you wait at meals, on 
account of your own health, as well as of them who 
fit at table ; becaufe as mofl ladies like the fmell of 
young mens toes, fo it is a fovereign remedy againd 
the vapours. 

Chufe a fervice, if you can, where your livery 
colours are leaft tawdry and diftinguifhing. Green 
and yellow immediately betray your office ; and £b 
do all kinds of lace, except filvcr; which will hard- 
ly fall to your {hare, unlefs with a duke, or fome 
prodigal juft come to his eftate. The colours yoa 
oiight to wi(b for, are blue, or filemot, turned upr 
with red ; which, with a borrowed fword, a bor- 
rowed air,;. yxnirmafter's linen, and a natural and 
improved confidence, will give you what title you 
pleafe, where you are not known. 

When you carry difhes, or odier things^ out of 
tlie room at meals, fill both your hands as full a& 
poflible: for although you mayfometimes fpill, and 
fometimes let fall ; yet you will find at the year's 
end you have made great difpaxch, and faved abun* 
dance of time. 

If your mafter or miftrefs happens to walk the 
ftreets, keep on ouc fide, and as much on the Icve 
with them as you can ; which people obferviog, 
will either think you do not belong to them, or 
that ypu are one of their companions ; but if ci' 
ther of them happen to turn back and^ fpeak to 
you, fo that you arc binder the necdHty to take off 

your 
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your hat, ufc but your thumb and one finger, and 
fcratch your head with the reft. 

In winter- time light the dining-room fire but two 
minutes before dinner is fervcd up, that your ma- 
iler may fee how faving you are or his coals. 

When yon-are ordered to ftir up the fire, clean 
away the a(hes from betwixt the bars with the firc- 
brufh. 

When you are ordered to call a coach, although 
it be midnight, go no farther than the door, fof 
fear of being out of the way when you are wanted j 
and there (land bawling, Coach, coach for half an- 
hour. 

Although you gentlemen in livery have the mif- 
fortune to be treated fcm-vily by all mankind, yet 
you make afhift to keep up your fpirits, andfome- 
times arrive at confiderable fortunes. I was an in- 
timate friend to one of our brethren, who was 
footman to a court-lady. She had an honourable 
cmplbyment, was filter to an earl, and the widovr 
of a man of quality. She obferved fomething fo- 
polite in my friend, the gracefulnefs with which he 
tript before her chair, and put his hair under his 
hat, that fhe made him many advances : and, one 
day, taking the air in her coach, with Tom behind 
k, the coachman miftook the way, and flopped at 
a privileged chapel ; where the couple were mar- 
ried, and Tom came home in the chariot by his 
lady's fide: but he unfortunately taught her to 
drink brandy, of which fhe died, after having 
pawned all her plate to purchafe it ; and Tom is 
now a journeyman maltfler. 

Boucher, the famous gamefler, was another of * 
our fraternity ; and when he was worth 50,000 1. 
he dunned the Duke of Buckingham for an arrear 
of wages in his fervice. And I could inflance ma- 
ny more, particularly another, whofe fon had the • 
chief employments at court ; and is fufficient to 
give the following advice ; which is, to be !jert. 
T z "^^^ 
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andfawcyto all mankind^ efpecially to the chap* 
lain, the waiting- woman, and the better fort of 
fervants, in a pcrfon of quality's family t and value 
xu)t now and then a kicking, or a caning ; for 
your infolence at laft will turn to good account j 
and from wearing a livery, you may probably foon 
carry a pair of colours. 

When you wait behind a chair at meals, keejy 
conftantly wriggling the back of the chair, that the 
perfon behind whom you ftand may know you are' 
ready to attend him. 

When you carry a parcel of China plates, if 
they chance to fall , as it is a frequent misfortune, 

Sour excufe muft be, that a dog ran acrofs you in 
lie hall ; that the chamber-maid accidentally pufh- 
cd the door againft you ; that a mop ftood acrofs 
the entry ,^ ^nd tript you up ;. that your fleeve fluck 
againft die key or button of the lock. 

When your matter and kdy are talking together 
in their bedchamber, and you have fome fufpicion 
that you or your fellow-fervants are concerned in 
what they fay, Kften at the door for the public good 
of all the fervants, and join all to take proper mea» 
fures for preventing any innovations that may hurt 
the community. 

Be not proud in profperity. You have heard,, 
that fortune turns on a wheel ; if you have a good 
place, you are at the top of the wheel. Remember 
how often you have been flripped, and kicked 
out of doors, your wages all taken up before 
hand, and fpent in tranflated red-heeled fhoes^ 
fccond-hand toupees, and repaired lace-ruffles » be- 
iides a Twinging debt to the alewife and thebrandy- 
fhop. The neighbouring tapfter, who before 
would beckon you over to a favoui7 bit of ox- 
cheek in the morning, give it you gratis, and only 
fcore you up for the liquor, immediately after you 
were packed off in difgrace, carried a petition to 
your mafter to be paid out of your wages, whereof 

not. 



DIRECTIONS TO SERVANTS. 221 

not a hrxblng was due, and then purfned you with 
bailiffs into every blind cellar. Remember how 
foon you grew (babby, thread-bare, and out at 
heels ; was forced to borrow an old livery-coat, to 
make yow appearance while you were looking for 
a place ; and fneak to every houfe where you have 
an. okl acquaintance, to (leal you a fcrap to keep 
Hfe and foul together; and upon the whole, were 
in the loweft ftation of human life, which, as the 
old baUad fays, is that of a ikip-kennel turned out 
of place : I fay, remember all this now in your, 
flouriihing condition. Pay your contributions du- 
ly to your late brothers the cadets, who are left to 
the wide world : take one of them as your depen- 
dent, to fend on youp lady's meflfages when you-^ 
have a mind to go )0 the alehoufe; flip him out pri- 
vately now and'th^en a flice of bread, and • a bit of 
cold meat; your mafter can afford it ^ and if he. 
be not yet putupon the eftablifliment for a lodging, 
let him lie in the (lable, or the coach-houfe, or un- 
der the back-ftairs ; and f ccommend him to all the 
gentlemen who frequent your lioufe as an excel- 
lent fervant. 

To grow old in the office of a footman, is the 
higheft of all indignities ; therefore, when you find : 
years coming on without hopes of a place at court; . 
a. command in the army, a fucceffion to the 
ftewardfhip,an employment in. the revenue, (which 
two laft you. cannot obtain without reading 
and writing), or running away with your ma- - 
ftcr's niece or daughter ; I direftly advife you 
to go upon the road, which is the only poft of 
honour left you. There you will meet many of 
your old comerades, and live a - ihort life, and a 
merry one, and make a figure at your exit ; where- 
in I will give you fome inftruftions.. 

The laft advice I give you, [relates to your behavi- 
our when you are going to be hanged ; which ei^ 
dier for robbing your matter, for houfe-b«»kv^%;> . 
X3 V*.. 
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or going upon the highway, or in a drunken quar- 
rel, by killing the firft man you meet, may very 
probably be your lot ; and is owing to one of tkefe 
tliree qualities ; either a love of good fellowfliip, a 
geneix)Hty of mind, or too much vivacity of ipirits. 
Your good behaviour on this article will concern 
your whole community. Deny the £aft with aU 
lolemnity of imprecations. A huodrcd of your 
brethren, if they can be admitted, will attend 
about the bar, and be ready upon demand to 
give you a good chara^er before the court. Let 
. nothing prevail on you to confefs, but the pro- 
miie of a pardon for difcovering your comersbdes* 
But I fuppofe all this to be in vain ; for^ if you e- 
fcape now, your fate will be the fame anocber day. 
Get afpeech to be written by the beft author of New- 
gate : fome of your kind wenches will provide you 
with a Holland &irt, and white cap, crowned with a 
crimfon or black riband. Take leave chearfully 
of all your friends in Newgate ; mount the cart 
with courage; fall on your knees; lift up your 
eyes ; hold a book in your hands, although yoo 
cannot read a word ; deny the fadt at the gallows ; 
kifs and forgive the hangman ; and fo farewell. 
Yop fhall be buried in pomp at the charge of the 
fraternity: the furgeon fhall not touch a limb of 
fou ; and your fame ihali continue until a fuccef* 
!br of equal renown fucceeds in your place» 
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C H A p. IV. 

Dlre£Uons to the Coachman. 

YOU are ftriftly bound to nothing, but ta 
ftep into the box, and cany your mailer or 
ladv. 

Let your horfes be fo well trained, that when 
you attend your lady at a vifit, they will wait until 
you flip into a neighbouring akhoufe to take a 
pot with a friend. 

' When you arc m no humour to drive, tell your 
mafter, that the horfes have got a cold ; that they 
want fhoeing; that rain does them hurt, and 
roughens theu: coat, and rots the harnefs. Ihis 
may likewife be applied to the groom. 

If your mafter dines with a country friend, drink 
as much as you can get ;, becaufe it is allowed, that 
a good coachman never drives fo well as when he 
is, drunk ; and then ihew your (kill, by driving to 
an inch by a precipice ; and fay you never drive tty 
well as when drunk. 

If you find any gentleman fond of one of your 
horfes, and willing to give you a confideration be ; 
fide the price ; penuade your mafter to fell hiniy 
becauie he is fo vitious that you cannot undertake 
to drive with him. and is foundered into the bar- 
gain. 

Get a blackguard boy to watch your coach at 
the churchrdoor on Sundays, that you and your 
brother-coachmen mdf be merry together at the 
ak-houie> while your o^ficr and lady are at 
church. 
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Take care that your wheels be good; and 
get a new fet bought asr often as you can, whe- 
ther you are allowed the old as your perquifice oi^ 
not. In one cafe it wi!l turn to your honeft pro- 
fit ; and in the other it will be a juft punifhmcnt 
on your mafter's covetoufnefs-j and probably the 
coachmaker will coniider you too. 



CHAP. V. 

• Directions to the Groom.. 



VOU are the fervant upon whom the care of 
■*• your matter's honour in all journies entrdy 
depends ; your breaft is the fole repofitory of it. 
If he travels the country, and lodgeth at inns, 
every dram of brandy, every pot of ale extraor- 
dinary that you drink, raifeth his charafter ; and 
therefore his reputation ought to be dear to you ; 
and I hope you will not ftint yourfelf in either. 
The fmith, the faddlcr's journeyipan, the cook at 
the inn, the oftles, and theboot-catcher, ought all 
by your means to partake of your mafter's genero- 
fity. Thus Bis fame will reach from one county to 
another; and what is a gallon of ale, or a pint of 
brand Jr in his worfhip's pocket ? And although hts 
fhould be in the number of thofe who value their 
credit lefs than their purfe, yet your care of the for- 
mer ought to be fo much the greater. His horfo 
wanted two removes ; your horfe wanted nails ; 
his allowance of oats and beans was greater than 
the journey required ; a third part may he* re- 
trenched, and turned into ale t)r brandy ;< and thus 
his honour may be prcferved by your difcretion, 

and 
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and Icfs expence to him : or if he travek with ncF 
other fervant, the matter is eaiily made up in th« 
bill between you and, the tapfter. 

Therefore, as ibon as you alight at the inn, de- 
liver your horfes to the ftab!e-boy, and let him gal- 
lop them to the next pond : then call for a pot of 
ale ; for k is very fit that a Chriftian (hould drink 
before a beaft. Leave your mafter to the care of 
the fervants in the inn, and your horfes to thofe 
in the ftable. Thus both he and they are left in 
the propereft hands. But you are to provide for 
yourfelf ; therefore get your fupper, drink freely, 
and go to bed without troubling your mafter, who 
is in better hands than yours . The oftler is an 
honeft fellow, and loves horfes in his heart ; and 
would not wrong the dumb creatures for the world. 
Be tender of your mafter, and order the fervants 
not to wake* him too early. Get your breakfafl: 
before he is up, that he may not wait for you. 
Mal^e the oftler tell him the roads are very good, 
and the miles ftiort ; but advife him to ftay a litdc 
longer till the weather 9lears up, for he is afraid 
there will be rain, and he will be time enough after 
dinner. 

Let your mafter mount before you out of good 
manners. As he is leaving the inn, drop a good 
word in favour of the oftler, what care he took of 
the cattle ; and add, that you never faw civiller 
fervants. Let your mafter ride on before, and do 
you ftay until your landlord has given you a dram ; 
then gallop after him through the town or village 
with full fpeed, for fear he fliould want you, and 
to fhew your horfemanfliip. 

If you are a piece of a ferric r, as every good 
groom ought to be, get fack, brandy, or ftrong 
beer, to rub your horfes heels every night ; and be 
not fparing, for (if any be fpent) what is left, you 
know how to difpofe of. 

Confidcr your matter's health ; and i^xXvex xUcwwi 
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kt him take long jonmcys, fay the cattle are vi 
and fallen in their ileih with hard riding : tell 
of a very good inn five miles nearer than he ini 
cd to go ; or leave one of his horfe's fore-i 
haofe in the morning ; or contrive that the (i 
may pinch the heaft in his withers ; or keep 
without corn all night and morning, fo th; 
may tire on the road ; or wedge a thin plat 
iron between the hoof and the fhoe to make 
halt ; and all this in perfect tendcmefs to your 
fter. 

When you are going to be hired, and the 
tlcman a(ks you, whether you are apt to be dri 
own freely that you love a cup of good ale ; 
that it is your way, drunk or fober, never tc 
gleA your horfes. 

When your mafter hath a mind to ride out 
the air, or for plcafure ; if any private bufin< 
your own makes it inconvenient for you to ai 
him,^ give him to underftand, that the horfes 
Ueeding or purging ; that his own pad hath | 
furfeit ; or that the faddle wants fluffing, an 
bridle is gone to be mended. This you may 
neftly do, becaufe it will be no injury to theh 
or your mafter ; and at the fame time fhew< 
great care you have of the poor dumb creatui 

If there be a particular inn in the town wh 
you are going, and where yon are well acqua 
with the oftler or tapfter, and the people oi 
houfe, find fault with the other inns, and ret 
mend your mafter thither : it may probably 
pot and a dram or two more in your wiy, ai 
your mafter's honour. 

If your mafter fends you to buy hay, deal 
Aofe who will be the moft liberal to you ; fbi 
vice being no inheritance, you ought not to Ic 
any lawful and cuftomary perquifite. If your 
fter buys it himfelf, he wrongs you ; and to t 
kim his duty, be fure to find fault with the h: 
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bag as it lafts ; and if the horfes thrive with it, 
the fault is yours. 

Haj and oats« in the management of a ikilfiii 
groom, will make excellent ale» as well as brandy ^ 
but this I only hint. 

Wlien your fnafter dines or lies at a gentleman's 
houfe in the country, although there be no groom, 
or he be gone abroad, or that the horfes have been 
quite neglected, be fure employ fome of tlie fcr-» 
"vants to hold the horfe when your maAer mounts. 
This I would have you do, when your mafter only 
alights to call in for a few minutes ; for brother- fer- 
vants muft always befriend one another ; and that 
alfo concerns your mafter's honoin* ; becaufe he 
cannot do lefs than give a piece of money to him 
who holds his horfe. 

In long journeys, alk your mafter leave to give 
ale to the horfes ; carry two quarts full to the ftable ; 
^ur half a pint into a bowl ; and if they will not 
drink it, you and the oilier miid da the bed you 
jcan ; perhaps they may be in a better humour at 
the next in, for I would have you never fail to 
make the experiment. 

When you go to air your horfes in the park, or 
the fields, give them to a horfe-boy, or one of the 
black guai'ds, who being lighter than you, may be 
trufted to injn races wiih lefs damage to the horfes, 
and teach them to leap over -hedges and ditches, 
while you are drinking a friendly pot with your 
brother-grooms : but fomctimes you and they m«y 
run races yourfelves, for the honour of your horfes, 
and of your maflers. 

Never ilint your horfes at home in hay and oats, 
but fill the rack to the top, and the manger to the 
brim, for you would ta{ie it ill to be flinted your- 
felf ; although perhaps they may not have the fto- 
mach to eat ; confider they have no tongues to alk. 
If the hay be thrown down, there is no lols ; for 
it will make litter^ and fave ftraw. 
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When your mafter Is leaving a gentleman's houfe 
in the country, where he hadi lain a night ; then 
confider his honour ; let him know how many fer- 
vants there are of both fexes, who expeft vales ; 
and give them their cue to attend in two lines, as 
ke leaves the houfe; but defire him not to truft the 
Bioney with the butler, for fear he fhould cheat the 
reft : this will force your mafter to be more gene*- 
rous ; and then you may take occafion to tell your 
mafter, that Tquire fuch-a-one, whom you lived 
with laft, always gave fo much a-piece lo the com- 
mon fervants, and fo much to the houfe-keeper, 
and the reft, naming at leaft double to what he in- 
tended to give ; but be fure to tell the fervants what 
a good office you did them. This will gain you 
love, and your mafter honour. 

You may venture to be drunk much oftener than 
the coachman, whatever he pretends to alledge in 
his own behalf, becaufe you hazard no body's neck 
but your own ; for the horfe will probably take fo 
much care of himfelf, as to come off with only a 
firain or a (houlder flip. 

When you carry your mafter's riding-coat in a 
journey, wrap your own in it, and buckle them up 
clofe with a ftrap : but turn your maftcr's infide 
out, to preiervc the outftde from wet and dirt. 
Thus, ^^en it begins to rain, your mafter's coat 
will be firft ready to be given him ; and if it get 
more hurt than yours, he can afford it better ; for 
your livery muft always ferve its year's apprentice- 
ihip. 

When you come to your inn with the hoi*fes wet 
and dirty after hard riding, and are very hot, make 
the oftler immediately plunge them into water up 
to their bellies, and allow them to drink as much 
as they pleafe ; but be fure to gallop them full 
fpeed a mile at leaft, to dry their Ikins, and warm 
the water in their bellies. The oftler under ftands . 
liis.bufinefs ; leave all to his difcretioo, while you 
a get 
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get a pot of ale and fome brandy at the kitchen- 
fire, to comfort your heart, 
. If your horfe drop a fore- (hoe, be fo careful to 
alight and take it up : then ride with all the fpeed 
you can (the fhoe in your hand that every traveller 
may obferve'your care) to the next fmith on the 
road, make him put it on immediatly, that your 
mafler may not wait for you, and that the poor 
horfe may be as ihort a time as poflible without a 
fiioe. 

When your mafter lies at a gentleman's houfe, 
if you find the hay and oats are good, complain 
aloud of their badnefs ; this will get you the name 
of a diligent fervant : and be fure to cram the horfes 
with as much oats as they can eat, while you are 
there, and you may give them fo much the lefs for 
fome days at the inns, and turn the oats into ale. 
"When you leave the gentleman's houfe, tell your 
mafter what a covetous hunks that gentleman was, 
that you got nothing but butter- milk or water to 
drink : this will make your mafter out of pity al- 
low you a pint of ale the more at the next inn. 
But if you happen to get drunk in a gentleman's 
houfe, your mafter cannot be angry, becaufe it coft 
him nothing ; and fo you ought to tell him as well 
as you can in your prefent condition, and let him 
know it is both for his and the gentleman's honour 
to make a friend's fervant welcome. 

A mafter ought always to love his groom, to put 
him in a handfome livery, and to allow him a fil- 
ver -laced hat. When you are in this equipage, all 
the honours he receives on the road are owing to 
you alone : that he is not turned out of the way 
by every carrier, is caufed by the civility he receives 
at fecond hand from the refpedt paid to your li- 
very. 

You may now and then lend your mafter's pad 
to a brother-fervant, or your favourite maid, for 
a fliort jaunt, or hire him for a day, becaufe the 
Vol. IX, U >aa\fe 
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horfe is fpoikd for -want of exercife ; and if your 
mafter happens to want his horfc, or hath a mind^ 
to fee the ftablc, curfe that rogue the helper who is 
gone out with the key. 

When you want toipendan hour or two with your 
companions at the alehouib, and that you ftand ia 
need of a reafonable excufe for your ftay, go out 
of the ftabk'door, or the back-way, with an old 
iNTidky gii*th> or itirrup-leather in your pocket, land 
on your return come home by the ftreet-door with 
the fame bridle, girch. or ftirrup- leather, dangling 
in ycxar hands as if you came from the fadler's, 
where you were getting the fame mended ; (if you 
were not miffed, all is well) ; but if you are mcrby 
your mailer, you will have the reputation of a care- 
ful fervant. This I have known prafHfed with 
good fuccefis. 



CHAP. VI. 

Diredions to the House-Stew-Arp^ and 
Land-Steward. 

t* Ord Peterborough's ftcward, that pulled down 
•*-' his houfe, fold the materials, and charged my 
Lord with repairs. Take money for forbearance 
from tenants. Renew leafes, and get by them, and 
fell woods. Lend my Lord his own money. Gil 
JBlas faid much of this, to whom I refer. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. 

Dircftions to the Porter. 

TF your mailer be a miniftcr of ftate, let him be 
■* at home to none but his pimp, or chief flatter- 
er, or one of his peniionary writers, or his hired 
fpy, and informer, or his printer in ordinary, or 
his city folicitor, or a land-jobber, or his inventor 
of new funds, or a ftock-jobber. 

CHAP. VIIL 

Direftions to the Chameer-Maid% 

nPHE nature of your employment differs accord- 
•*• ing to the quality, the pride, or the wealth of 
the lady you ferve ; and this treatifc is to be applied 
to all forts of families ; fo that I find myfelf under 
great difficulty to adjuft the bufinefs for which yoa 
are hired. In a family where there is a tolerable 
cftate, you differ from the koufe-maid, and in that 
view I give my directions. Your particular pro- 
vince is your lady's chamber, where you make the 
bed, and put things in order ; and if you live in 
the country, you take care of rooms, where ladies 
He who come into the houfe ; which brings in all 
the vales that faH to your fliare. Your ufual lover, 
as I take it, is the coachman ; but if you arc under 
twenty, and tolerably handfome, perhaps a foot- 
man may caft his eyes on you. 

Get your favourite footman to \xd^ 'y^^'^'^'^''^* 

U 2 ^^^^, 
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ing your lady's bed ; and if you fervc & young 
pie, the footman and you, as you are turnin 
the bed cloaths, will make the prettieft obferva 
in the world, which whifpered about will be 
entertaining to the whole family, and get ai 
the neighbourhood. 

Do not carry down" the neceffary veflels for 
fellows to fee ; but empty them out of the win 
for your lady's credit. It is highly impropei 
men-fervants to know, that fine ladies have < 
fion for fuch utenfils ; and do not fcour the cl 
bcr-pot, becaufe the fmell is wholefome. 

If you happen to break any china with th< 
of the whilk on the mantle-tree, or the cat 
gather up tlie fragments, put them together ai 
as you can, and place them behind the reft 
that when your lady comes to difcover them, 
may fafely fay they were broke long ago, b< 
you came to the fervice. ' This will fave your 
many an hour's vexation. 

It fometlmes happens, that a looking glafs is 
ken by the fame means ; while you are lookinj 
other way, as you fweep the chamber, the lon| 
of the brufli ftrikes againft the glafs, and brea 
to fhivers. This is the extremeft of all misforti 
and all remedy defperate in appearance, becai 
is impoflible to be concealed. Such a fatal acci 
once happened in a great family, where I hac 
honour to be a footman ; and I will relate the 
ticulars, to fliew the ingenuity of the poor cl 
ber maid on fo fudden and dreadful an emerge 
which perhaps may help to fharpcn your inven 
if your evil ftar fliould ever give you the like c 
fion. The poor girl had broken a large japan 
of great value with a ftroke of her brufli ; fhe 
not confidered long, when, by a prodigious 
fence of mind, flie locked the door, flole into 
yard, brought a ftone of three pound weight 
the chamber, laid it on the hearth juft under 

look 
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lobking-glafs, then broke a pain in the fafli-win- 
dow that looked into the fame yard, (o fhut the 
door, and went about her other aifiairs. Two hours 
alFter, the lady goes into the chamber, fees the 
glafs broken, the ftone lying under, and a whole 
pane in the window deftroyed; from all which cir- 
cumftances ihe concluded, jufl as the maid could 
have wKhed, that fome idle flraggler in the neigh* 
boarhood, or perhaps one of the out-fervants, had, 
through malice, accident, or careleflhefs, flung in 
the ilone, and done the mifchiefw Thus far all 
things went well, and the girl concluded herfelf out 
of danger. But it was her ill fortune, that a few- 
hours after in came the parfon of the parifh ; aod 
the lady (naturally) told him the accident, whiclv 
you may believe hadmuch difcompofed her. But the 
minifler, who happened to underfland mathematics, . 
after examining the fituation of the yard, the win- 
dow, and the chimney, foon convinced the lady„ 
thai the .ftone could never reach the looking- 
glafs, without taking three turns in its flight from 
thehand that threw it; and the maid being provecT 
to have fwept the room the fame morning, was 
ftri&ly examined : but conftantly denied that flia 
was guilty upon her falvation, offering to take her. 
oath upon the Bible before his reverence, that Ihe 
was as innocent as the child unborn : yet the poor 
wench was turned off>; which I take to have been 
hard treatment, confidering her ingenuity* How*^ 
e.ver,„ this may. be a . direction to you . in the like 
caie„ to contrive a ftory that will better hang toge? 
ther. For inftance, ,yoiL might fay, that while you 
were at work with the mop. or brufli, a flafli of 
lightening came fuddenly in at the window, which 
almoft blinded you ; that you immediately heard the 
ringing of broken glafs on the hearth ;.that as foon- 
a& you recovered your eyes, you faw the looking- 
glafs all broken to pieces : or you may alledgc, that 
obferving the glafs a little covered with duft, aud 

U 3 ^^^'^k. 
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gding very gently to wipe it, you fuppofe the in^* 
llure of the air had dillblved the glue or cement, 
which made it fall to the ground : or, as foon as 
the mifchief is done, you may cut the cords that 
h,(ktncd the glafs to the wainfcot, and fo let it fall 
flat on the ground ! run out in a fright, tell your 
lady, curfe the upholftercr, and declare how nar- 
rowly you efcaped, that it did not fall upon your 
head. I oder thefe expedients from a deure I 
have to defend the innocent ; for innocent you cer- 
tainly muft he, if you did not break the glafs on- 
purpofe, which I would by no means excufe, except 
upon great provocations. 

Oil the tongs, poker, and fire- fhovel, up to the 
top, not only to keep them from rufting, but like- 
wife to prevent meddling people from wailing your 
jnafter's coals with ftirring the fire. 

When you are in hafte, fwecp the duft into a= 
corner of the room ; but leave your Iwrufh upon it, 
that it may not be feen, for that would difgrace 
you. 

Never wafh your hands, or put on a clean apron, 
till you have made your lady's bed, for fear of 
rumpling your apron, or fouling your hands a- 
gain. 

When you bar the window-fhuts of your lady's 
bed-chamber at nights, leave open the fiifhes, to let 
in the frelh air, and fweeten the room againft morn- 
ing. 

In the time when you leave the windows open for 
air, leave books or fomething elfc on the window- 
feat, that they may get air too. 

When you fweep your lady's room, never ftay to 
pick up foul fmocks, handkerchiefs, pinners, pin- 
cufliions, tea fpoons, ribands, flippers, or what- 
ever lies in your way ; but fweep all into a corner, 
and then you may take them up in a lump, and 
fave time. 

Making 
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Making beds in hot weather is a very laborious 
work, and you will be apt to fweat ; therefore, 
when you find the drops running down from youp 
forehead, wipe them off with a corner ot the 
iheet, that they may not be feen on the bed. 

When your lady fendis you to wafli a china- cup, 
and it happen to fall, bring it up, and fwear you 
did but juft touch it with your hand, when it broke 
into three halves. And here I muft inform you, as 
well as all your fellow-fervants, that you ought never 
to be without an excufe ; it doth no harm to your 
mafter, and it leffens your fault : as in this inftance, 
I do not commend you for breaking the cup ; it is 
certain you did not break it on purpofe ; and the 
thing is poflible, that it might break in your hand. 

You are fometimes defirous to fee a funeral, a 
quarrel, a man going to be hanged, a wedding, a 
bawd carted, or the like. As they pafs by in the 
ftrect, you lift up the fafli fuddenly, there by mis- 
fortune it fticks : this was no fault of yours ; young 
women are curious by nature ; you have no reme- 
dy but to cut the cord, and lay the fault upon the 
carpenter, unlefs no body faw you, and then you 
are as innocent as any fervant in the houfe. 

Wear your lady's fmock when fl\e has thrown it 
off; it will do you credit, fave your own linen, and 
be not a pin the worfe. 

When you put a clean pillow-cafe on your lady*s 
pillow, be fure to faftcn it well with three corking 
pins, that it may not fall off in the night. 

When you fpread bread and butter for tea, be 
fure that all the holes in the loaf be left full of but- 
ter, to keep the bread moift againft dinner ; and 
let the mark of your thumb be feen only upon one 
end of every flice, to fhew your cleanlinefs. 

When you are ordered to open or lock any door, 
tttink, or cabinet, and mifs the proper key, or 
cannor diftinguifli it in the bunch, try the firft key 
that you can thruft in, and tuxn it w\x\\ ^W ^ow-s 
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fkrcngth, till you open the lock, or break the key; 
for your lady will reckon you a fool to come back, 
and do nothing. 



C H A P. IX. 

Diredlions to the Waiting-Maid. 



TWO accidents have, happened to leflen the 
comforts and profits of your employment ; 
firft^ that execrable cuftom got among ladies, of 
trucking their old cloatbs for china, or turning 
them to cover eafy chairs, Dr making thenv into 
patch^work for fcrcens,. ftools, cu{hions> and the 
like. The fecond is, the invention of fmall chefts 
and trunks, with lock and key, wherein they keep 
the tea and fugar ; without which it is impoflible for 
a waiting-maid to live ; for by this means you are 
forced to buy brown fugar, and pour water upon 
the leaves, when they have loft all their fpirit and 
tafte. I cannot contrive any perfedl remedy agaioft 
either of thefe two evils. As to the former, I 
think there fhould be a general confederacy of all 
the fervants in every family, for the public good, 
to drive thofe china huckfters from the doors. And 
as to the latter, there is no other method to relieve 
yourfelves, but by a falfe key ; which is a point 
both difficult and. dangerous to compafs ; but, as 
to the circumftances of honefty in procuring onc,^ 
I am under no doubt, when your miftrefs gives 
you fo juft: a provocation, by refufing you an an- 
cient and legal perquifiie. The miftrefs of the tca- 
fliop may now and then give you half an ounce, 

but 
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but that will only be a drop in the bucket : there- 
fore I fear you muft be forced, like the reft of your 
lifters, to run in truft, and pay for it out of your 
wages, as far as they will go ; which you can eafily 
make up oiherwife, if ) our Lady be handfome, or 
her daughters have good fortunes. 

If you are in a great family, and my Lady's wo- 
man, my Lord may probably like >ou, although 
you are not half fo handfome as his own lady. In 
this cafe take care to get as much out of him as you 
can ; and never allow him the fmalleft liberty, not 
the fqueezing of your hand, unlefs he puts a guinea 
into it ; fo by degrees make him pay accordingly 
for every new attempt, doubling upon him in pro- 
portion to the conceftions you allow, and always 
^^gghng, and threatening to cry out, or tell your 
lady, although you receive his money. Five gui- 
neas for handling your breaft is a cheap penny- 
worth, although you feem to reiift with all your 
might; but never allow him the laft favour under a 
hundred guineas, or a fettlement of twenty pounds 
a year for life. 

In fuch a family, if you are handfome, you will 
have the choice of three lovers ; the chaplain, the 
fteward, and my Lord's gentleman. I would firft 
advife you to chufe the fteward ; but if you happen 
to be young with child by my Lord, you muft take 
up with the chaplain, I like my Lord's gentleman 
the leaft of the three ; for he is ufually vain and, 
faucy from the time he throws oft" his livery ; and 
if he miffeth a pair of colours, or a tide-waiter's 
place, he hath no remedy but the highway. 

I muft caution you particuhily againft my Lord's 
eldeft fon. If you are dextrous enough, it is odds 
that you may draw him to marry you, and make 
you a lady : if he be a common rake, (and he 
muft be one or t'other), avoid him like Satan ; 
for he ftands lefs in awe of a mother than my Lord 
does of a wife ; and after ten thoufand ijitoYaVfc^j'^Q^^x 
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will get nothing from him, but si big belly or a 
clap, or probably both together. 

When your lady is ill, and, after a very bad 
Bight, is getting a little nap in the morning, if a 
footman comes with a meffage to inquire how flic 
doth, do not let the compliment be loft, but fliako 
her gently tmtil fhe wakes ; then deliver the mef- 
fage, receive her anfwer, and leave her to fleep. 

If you are fo happy as to wait on a young lady 
with a great fortune, you muft be an ill manager, 
if you cannot get five or fix hundred pounds for 
difpofing of her. Put her often in mind, that flic 
is rich enough to make any man happy ; that there 
is no real happinefs but in love ; that flie hath lif 
berty to chufe who- ever flie pleafeth, and not by 
the directions of parents, who never give allowances 
for an innocent paffion ; that there arc a world of 
handfome, fine, fweet, young gentlemen in town, 
who would be glad to die at her feet ; that the con- 
verfation of two lovers is a heaven upon earth ; that 
love,- like death, equals all conditions; that if flic 
fliould caft her eyes upon a young fellow below her 
in birth and eftate, his marrying her would make 
him a gentleman ; that you faw yefterday on the 
Mall the prettieft enfign ; and that if you had forty 
thoufand pounds, it ftiould be at his fervice. Take 
care that eveiy body Ihould know what lady you 
live with ; how great a favourite you are ; and that 
flie always takes your advice. Go often to St. 
James's park ; the fine fellows will foon difcovcr 
you, and contrive to flip a letter into your fleeve or 
your bofom ; pull it out in a fury, and tlirow it on the 
ground, unlefs you find at leaft two guineas along 
with it ; but, in that cafe, feem not to find it, and 
to think he was only playing the wag with you. 
When you come home, drop the letter carclcfsly 
in your lady's chamber ; fhe finds it, is angry ; pro- 
teft you knew nothing of it, only you remember 
that a gentleman in the park flruggled to kifs you» 



oni 
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and you believe it was lie that put the letter into your 
ileeve or petticoat ; and indeed he was as pretty a 
man as ever you faw : that flie may bum the letter 
if flic pleafeth. If your lady be wife, flie will burn 
fome other paper before you, and read the letter 
when.you are gone down. You muft follow this 
practice as often as you fafely can ; but let him who 
pays you beft with every letter, be the handfomelt 
msui. If a footman prefumes to bring a letter to 
the hou(e to be delivered to you for your lady, al- 
though it come from your befb cuftomer, throw it 
at his head ; caU him impudent rogue and villain, 
and (but the door in his face : run up to your lady, 
and, as a proof of your fidelity, t«ll her what you 
have done. 

I could enlarge very much upon this fubjeft ; 
but I truft to your own difcretion. 

If you ferve a lady who is a little difpofed to 
gallantries, you will find it a point of great pru- 
dence how to manage. Tfiree things are neceflary, 
Rrft, how to pleaie your lady -, fccondly, how to 
prevent fufpicion in the hufband, or among the fa- 
mily : and, laftly, but principally, how to make it 
moft for your own advantage. To give you full 
diredtions in this important affair, would require a 
large volume. All affignations at home are dange- 
rous both to your lady and yourfelf ; and there- 
tore contrive as much as poflible to have them in a 
third place ; efpecially if your lady, as it is a hun- 
dred cdds, entertains more lovers than one, each 
of whom is often more jealous than a thoufand huf- 
bands ; and very unlucky rencounters may often 
happen under the beft management. I need not 
warn you to employ your good offices chiefly in fa- 
vour of thofe whom you find moft liberal. Yet, 
if your lady fhould happen to caft an eye upon a 
handfome footman, you ihould be generous enough 
to bear with her humour ; which is no fingularity, 
but a very natural appetite. It is ftlH xXit ^^fe^ ^\ 
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all home-intrigues, and was formerly the leaft fuf- 
peAed, until of late years it hath grown more com* 
mon. The great danger is, lead this kind of gen- 
try, dealing too often in bad ware, may happen not 
to be found ; and then your lady and you are in a 
Tcry bad way, although not altogether defperate. 

But to fay the truth, I confefs it is a great pre- 
fumption in me, to offer you any inftrudtions in the 
conduA of your lady's amours, wherein your whole 
fiflerhood is already fo expert, Tand deeply learned; 
although it be much more difficult to compafs, than 
that afliflance which my brother- footmen give their 
maflers on the like occasion : and therefore I leave 
this affair to be treated by fome abler pen. 

When you lock up a filk mantua, or laced head, 
in a trunk or cheft, leave a piece out, that' when 
you open the trunk again, you may know where 
to find it. 



CHAP X. 

Diredions to the House-Maid. 



TF your m after and lady go into the country for 
*■• a week or more, never wafh the bed-chamber 
or dining-room, until juft the hour before you ex- 
pert them to return. Thus the rooms will be per- 
feftly clean to receive them, and you will not be at 
the trouble to wafh them fofoon again. 

I am very much offended with thofe ladies who 

are fo proud and lazy, that they will not be at the 

pains of ftepping into the garden to pluck a rofci 

but keep an odious impliment, fometimes in the 

^ bed- 
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bed-chamber itfelf, or at leaft in a dark clofet ad* 
joinings which dliey make ufe of to eafc their worft 
lieceffities ; and you are the ufual carriers away of 
die pan ; which makedi not only the chamber, but 
even their cloaths, offenfive to all "who come near. 
NoWy to cure them of this odious praAice, let me 
advife you on whom the office lies to convey away 
diis utenfily that you will do it openly, down the 
great ftairs. and in the prefence of the footmen ; 
and if any body knocks, to open the ftreet-door, 
while you have the veffel filled in your hands. This, 
if any thing can, will make your lady take the 
pains of avacuating her perfoh in the proper place, 
rather than expofe her fiithinefs to all the men-fer- 
vants in the houfe. 

^ Leave a pail of dirty water with the mop in it, a 
coal-box, a bottle, a broom, a chamber-pot, and 
fuch other unfightly things, either in a blind entry, 
or upon the darkeft part of the back-ftairs, that 
they may not be feen ; and if people breuk their 
fliins by trampling on them, it is their own fault. 

Never empty the chamber-pots until they arc 
quite full. If that happeneth in the night, empty 
thenl into the ftreet ; if in the morning, into the 
garden : for it would be an endlefs work to go a 
dozen times from the garret and upper room, down 
to the back-fide. But never wafh th^m in any other 
liquor except their own. What cleanly girl would 
be dabbling in other folks utine ? and befides, the 
fmell of ftale, as I obferved before, is admirable 
againft the vapours ; which, a hundred to one, 
may be your lady's cafe. 

Brufh down the cobwebs with a broom that is 
wet and dirty ; which will make them ftick the 
fafter to it, and bring them down more efi^cftual- 

When you rid up the parlour hearth in a morn- 
mg, throw the lalt night's aflies into a ficve ; and 
Vol. IX. X v^Vi-^x. 
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what falls through) as you carry it down, wiU 
(erve iDfiead of fand for the room and the flairs. 
^ Whep you have feoured the brafles and irons ia 
the parlour chimney, lay the foul wet clout upoa 
the next chair, that your lady may fee you have 
not neglected your work.. OWerve the fame*rule 
when you clean the brafs locks ; only with this ad- 
dition, to leave the mark of your fingers on the 
doors, to fliew you have not forget. 

Leave your lady's chamberpot in her bed-cham« 
ber- window all day to air. 

Bring up none but large coals to the dining- 
room, and your lady's chamber ; they make the 
beft fires ; and if you find them too big, it is eafy 
to break them on the marble hearth. 

When you go to bed, be fure take care of fire^ 
and therefore blow the candle out with your breathy 
and then thruft it upder your bed. Note, The 
fmcll of the fnuff is very good againft vapours. 

Perfuadc the footman who got you with child, to 
marry you before you are Cx months gone ; and if 
your lady aflcs you, why you would take a fellow 
who was not worth a groat ? let your anfwer be. 
That fervice is no inheritance. 

When your lady's bed is made, put the chamber- 
pot under it, but in fuch a manner, as to thruft 
the valance along with it, that it may be full in 
fight, and ready for your lady whenihe hath occa- 
fion to ufe it. 

Lock up a cat or a dog in fome room or clofet, 
fo as to make^uch a noifc all over the houfe, as 
may frighten away the thieves, if any fhould at- 
tempt to break or fteal in. 

When you v/aih any of the rooms towards the 
fti'eet, over night, throw the foul water out of the 
ftreet-door ; but be fure not to look before you, 
for fear thofe on w^hom the M^ater lights, might 
tliink you uncivil, and that you did it on purpofe. 
If hp who fuffers, breaks the windows i^. revenge, 

' and 
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and your lady chides you, and gives pofitive orders 
that you fhould carry the pail down^ and empty it 
in the fink, yon have an eafy remedy. When you 
wafli an upper room, carry down the pail fo as to 
let the water dribble on the flairs all the way down 
to the kitchen ; by which not only your load will be 
lighter, but you will convince your lady, that it is 
better to throw the water out of the windows, or 
down the flreet-door fleps. Befides, this latter 

f)ra6tice will be very diverting to you an4 the fami- 
y in a frofty night, to fee a hundred people falling 
on their nofes oi* backfides before your door,, 
when the water is frozen* 

PoHfh and brighten the marble-hearths and chim- 
ney-pieces wth a clout dipt in greafej nothing 
maketh them fhine fo well ; and it is the bufinefs of 
the ladies to take care of their petticoats. 

If your lady be fo nice, that fhe will have the 
room fcoured with freeflone, be fure to leave the 
marks of the frccflonc fix inches deep round the 
bottom of the wainfcot, that your lady may fisc your 
obedience to her orders, 
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C H A P. XT. 

Direftions to the Dairy-Maid. 



■pAtigue of making butter ; put fcalding water in 
'*• your churn, although in fummer, and churn 
clofe to the kitehen-fire, and with cream of a week 
fAd» Keep cream for your fweethcart. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Direvftions to the Chidrens Maid. 



TF a child be fick, give it whatever it wants to eat 
•*- or drink, although particularly forbid by the 
dodlor ; for what we long for in ficknefs, will do 
us good : and throw the. phy fie out of the window ; 
the child will love you the better ; but biditnot telL 
Do the fame for your lady when fhe longs for any 
thing in ficknefs, and engage it will do her good. 

If your miftrefs cometh to the nurfery, and of- 
fer to whip a child, fnatch it out of her hands in a 
rage, and tell her, fhe is the cruelleft mother you 
ever faw ; fhe will chide, but love you the better. 
Tell the children ftorics of fpirits, when they offer 
to cry, d?f . 

Be furc to wean the children, 6f r. 



CHAP. XIII. 
Direaions to the Nurse* 



TF you happen to let the child fall, and lame it, 

"■• be fure never to confefs it ; and if it dies, all is 

fafe. 

, Contrive to be with child as foon as you can, 

while you are giving fack,that you may be ready for 



DIRECTIONS TO THE LAUNDRESS, &c. M3 

another fervicc, when die chil<f you nvuie dies> or 
is weaned. 
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C HA P. XIV. 
Direfliona to the Laundress.- 



I 



F you finge the linen with the iron, rub the place 
with flouFy chalk, orwhitc powder ; and if no- 
thing will do, wafh it fo long till ir be either not to- 
be fecn, or tprn to rags. 
About tearing linen in^wafliing. 
When your linen is pinned on the line, or onr 
a hedge, and it rains, whip it off, although you' 
tear it, ire. But the place for hanging them, is oa 
young fruit-trees, efpecially in bloflbm ; the linen 
cannot be torn, and the trees give them x- fine- 
finelL. 



C H A P. XV. 

Dirc6lions to the HousEifiFPEiri 



YOU muft always have a favourite footmanf 
whom you can depend upon ; and order hin* 
fo be very watchful when the fecond courfe is ta- 
ken off, that it be brought fafely to rour office; 
X- 3 thai* 
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that you and the ftewftrd may have a tU bit togc^ 
ther. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Diircftions to the Tutoress, or Gover- 
ness. 



gAT, the children have fore eyes : Mifs Betfy 
won't take to her book, &c. 
Make the mifles read French and Englifli novels, 
and French romances, and all the comedies writ 
in King Charles II. and King William's reigns, to 
foften their nature, and make them tender-heartedi 
&c. 



[To the preceding directions to fervants the follow- 
lilg may be added , as they were both written with 
the fame defign, though in a very different manner. 
It will eafily be percisived, that thefe arj to be under- 
ftood literally, and others ironically ; nor is it impro- 
bable, that the thought of giving them ao ironical 
turn was conceived after the general deiign was 
formed, and in fome part executed. If the literal in- 
ftrudtion be more ufeful, it muft be confefled, that the 
irony is more entertaining ; and i[ both had been* com* 
pleated the peculiar advantages of each would have 
been {o evident, that the public would have had reafoQ 
to complain, if either of them had been fupprefled.] 

The 
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The duty of Seavanrs at inns. 

"DE mounted before your mafter. When you fee 
■^ him mounted, ride out before him. When 
he baits at noon, enter the inn-gate before 
him, and call the oftler to hold your mafter't 
horfe while he alights. Leave your mafter to the 
fervants of the inn; go you with the horfes into 
the ftable ; chufe a place fartheli from the ftaUe- 
door ; iee the ftanding be dry ; fend immediately for 
frffh ftraw, fee all the old hay out of the rack, and 
get frefh put in ; fee your horfes girths be loofed 
andftuffed ; take not off the bridles till they are cool, 
Bor faddles in an hour ; fee their hoofs be well 
picked ; try if the heads of the nails be faft, and 
whether they be well clinched ; if not, fend pre- 
fently for a fmkh ; always ftand by while thd 
fmith is employed. Give the oats the laft thing. Wa- 
ter your horfes while you arc within a mile of the 
inn. Never keep above forty yards before or behind 
your mafter, unlefs he commands you. Try the 
oats by fmelling and weighing them : fee you have 
good meafure : ftand by while your horfes are eat- 
mg their oats. When you enter your evening-inn, 
let your horfes feet be ftuffed with cow-dung every 
night. 

Obferve the fame rules ; only be fure if any thing 
be wanting for a fmiih, let it be done over night. 

Know the time your mafter will fet out in the 
morning : allow him a full hour to get himfelf 
ready. Contrive both at morn and noon to cu,^fB 
that your mafter need not ftay for you. Do not 
let the drawer carry the bill to your mafter, 
but examine it firft carefully andhoneftly, and then 
bring it yourfclf and be able to account for every 
article. If, the forvants have not b«ti\ c«*A^ \s?\ 
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your mafter before their £&ees when he is going, t« 
pvc them money. 

Duty of the other Servants where there arc 
two. 

Ride forty yards behind your mafter^ but be 
mounted before him. Obferve now and the n whe- 
ther his horfe*s ihoes be right. When you come to 
an inn at noon, give your horfe to the ofllcr ; 
beftir yourfclf to get a convenient room for 
your mailer; bring all his things into his room 
full in his fight ; inquire what is in the houfe ; fee 
it yourfclf, and tell your mafter how you like it. 
Step yourfclf now and then into the kitchen, tQ 
haften dinner or fupper ; and obferve whether they 
be cleanly. Tafte the ale, and tell your mafter 
whether it be good or bad. If he wants wine, go 
you with the drawer, and chufe a bottle well filled 
and ftopped r if the wine be in hogfheads, defire to 
tafte and fmell it ; if it be four, or not clear, or ill- 
tafted, let your mafter know it, that he may not be 
at the charge of wine not fit to be drank. See the 
felt be dry and powdered, the bread new and clean, 
the knives ftiarp. At night obferve the fame rules ; 
but firft chufe him a warm room, with a lock and 
key in order : then call immediately for the fheets ; 
fee them well aired and at a large fire; feel the 
blankets, bed, bolfter, pillow, whether they be 
dry, and whether the floor under the bed be damp> 
Let the chamber be that which hath been laft lain 
in ; inquire iibout it. If the bed itfelf be damp, let 
it be brought before a lai^e fire, and air it on both 
fides. That you may forget nothing in the inn, have 
a fair lift of what you want to take out ; and when 
you put them up, compare them with your lift. 

You are to ftep now and then into the ftable, te 
fee whether the groom performs his duty.. 

For 



THE DtfTY OF SERVANTS. 249 

For packing up your things have a lift of lineo'^ 
Src. In packing, take care that natwo hard things 
be together, and that they be wrapped up in paper 
or towels. Have a good provifion of large coarfe 
paper, and other wafte-paper. Remember to put 
every thing in their proper places in the portman- 
teau. Stuff the ihoes and flippers at the toes with 
a fmall lock of hay ; fold up the cloaths fo as that 
they may not be rumpled. When your mafter is in 
his room at night, put all his things in fuch a man* ' 
ner as he has diem at home. I^earn to have fome 
ikill in cookery, that at a pinch you may be able to 
make your mafter eafy. 

The groom. Carry with you a ftirr up-leather, an 
awl, twelve horfe-nails, and a horfe's fore-flioes, 
pick, and an hammer for fear of an accident ; and 
fome ends, and packthread, a bottle fcrew, knife 
and penknife, needles, pins, thread, filk, worfted, 
6^. ; fome plaifters and fciffars. 

Item. The fervants to carry their own things. 
Have a pocket-book, keep all the bills, date die 
time and place ; and indorfe the numbers. 

Inquire in every town, if there be any thing 
worth feeing. Obferve the country-feats, and alk 
who they belong . to ; and enter them, and the 
counties where they are. 

Search under your matter's bed when he is 
gone up, left a cat, or fomething elfe, may be un- 
der it. 

"When your matter's bed is made, and his things 
ready, lock the chamber-door, and keep the key 
till he goes to bed ; then keep it in your pocket till 
morn. 

Let the fervants of the inn be fure to wake you 
above an hour before your mafter is to go, that he 
may have an hour to prepare himfelf. 

i£ the oftlcr hath been knavifh or negligent, do 
not let him hold your matter's horfe. Obferve the 
fame rule at a gendeman's houfe^ U xkt ^o^xcw 
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Jfatath not taken care of four liorfes> do not let bim 
hold yoiir mafter's. . 

Inquire at everjr inn wkere you ftay, what is the 
bcft inn in the next town you are to come to ; yet 
<k) not rely on ihat, but likewife as yoii enter hito 
any town tb ftay, alk the people which is the beft 
Jnn ; and gO to that which moft people commend. 

See that your maftcr's boots be dried and well 
liquored oyer night. 






o» 
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On GOOD MANNERS and GOOD 
BREEDING ♦. • 

|0 OOD manners is the art of making thofe peo^- 
^^ pie eafy with whom we converfe. 

Whoever makes the feweft perfons uneafy ^ is the 
beft bred in the company. 

As the beft law is founded upon reafon, fo are 
the beft manners. And as foroe lawyers have in- 
troduced unreafonable things into common law ; 
ib likewife many teachers have introduced abfurd 
things into common good manners. 

One principal point of this art is, to fuit our be» 
haviour to the three feveral degrees of men j our 
fuperiors, our equals, and thole below us. 

For inflance, to pref» cither of the two former 
to eat or drink, is a breach of manners ; but a far- 
mer or a tradefman muft be thus treated, or cli'e it 
will be difficult to perfuade them that they are wel- 
come. 

Pride, ill nature, and want of fenfe, are the 
three great fources of ill manners : without fome 
^me of thefe defefe, no man will behave himfcljf 
ill for want of experience ; or of what, in the lan- 
guage of fools, is called *^ knowing the world." 

I defy any one to affign an incident wherein reafoa 
will not dire£t us what we are to fay 'or do in com-r 
pany, if we ai% not mifled by pride or ill nature. 

1 herefore I inlift, that good fenfe is the princi- 
pal foundation of good manners. But beciiufe the 
former is a gift which very few among mankind 

• This eflay is annexed to J. R's Obfervaiions upon Lord Orrery'f 
remarks on Swift's life an^ writings j and ^as never infcitcd in any 
foimcr edition oi the Dean's works. 
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are poflcfled of, therefore all the civiUzed nations 
of the world have agreed upon fixing fome rules 
for common behaviour, beft fuited to their genc- 
neral cuftoms, or fancies, as a kind of artificial 
good fenfe to fupplj the defefb of reaibn. With- 
out which the gentlemenly part of dunces . would 
be perpetuaUy at cufis, as they feldom fail when they 
happen to be drunk^ or engaged in fquabbles about 
women or play. And, God be thanked, there hardly 
happens a duel in a year, which may not be im- 
puted to one of thofe three motives. Upon which 
account I fhould be exceedingly fbrry to find the 
Icgiflature make any new laws againft the practice 
of duelling; becaufe the methods are, eafy . nd 
many, for a wife man to avoid a quarrel with ho- 
nour, or engage in it with innocence. And I 
can difcovcr no political evil in fufiering bulliesi 
fliarpers, and rakes, to rid the world of each o- 
ther by a method of their own, where the law hath 
not been able to find an expedient* 

As the common forms of good manners were in- 
tended for regulating the conduft of thofe who have 
weak underftandings ; fo they have been corrupted 
by the perfons for whofe ufe they were contrived. 
For thefe people have fallen into a needlefs and 
endlefs way of multiplying ceremonies, which have 
been extremely troublefome to thofe who pra^fe 
them, and infupponable to every body elfe ; info- 
much that wife men are often more uneafy at the 
over-civility of thefe refiners, than they could pof- 
fibly be in the converfation of peafants or mecha- 
nics. 

The impertinences of this ceremonial behaviour 
are no where better feen than at thofe tables where 
ladies prefide, who value themfelvcs upon account 
of their good-breeding ; where a man muft reckon 
upon pafling an hour without doing one thing he has 
a mind to do, unlefs he will be fo hardy to break 
through all the fettled decorum of the family. She 
determines what he \oves \ie^, 2k.tid how much he 
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ihaileat; and if the mafter of the houfe happens, 
^to be of the fame difpofition, he proceeds in the 
fame tyrannical manner to preicribe in the drinking 
part : at the fame time, you ar« under the neceiE* 
ty of anfwering a thoufand apologies for your en* 
tertainment. And although a good d^l of this 
humour is pretty well worn off* among many people 
-of the beft fafhion, yet too much of it ftill remains, 
efpecially in the country ; where an honed gentle- 
man aflured me, that having been kept four days, 
'dgainft his will, at a friend's houfe^ with all the cir- 
oumftances of hiding his boots, locking up th« 
ftable, and other contrivances of the like nature ; 
he could not remember, from the moment he came 
into the houfe, to the moment he left it, any one 
thing wherein his inclination was not dire^ly con*, 
'tradidbed ; as if the whole family had entered into a 
combination to torment him. 

But befides all this, it would be endlefs to recount 
Hie many fooliih and ridiculous accidents I have ob^ 
fcrved among thefe unfortunate profelytes to cere- 
mony. I have feen a duchefs fairly knocked down 
by the precipitancy of an officious coxcomb, run* 
ning to fave her the trouble of opening a door. I 
remember, upon a birth day, at court, a great la* 
dy was utterly defperate by a di/h of fauce let fall 
by a page direftly upon her head-drefs, and Liocade, 
while (he gave a fudden turn to her elbow upon 
fome point of ceremony with the perfon who fa* 
next her. Monf. Buys, the Dutch envoy, whole 
politics and manners were much of a fize, brought 
a fon with him, about thirteen years old, to a great 
table at court. "The boy and his father, whatever 
they put OB their plates, they firft offered round in 
erder, to every perfon in the company ; fo that we. 
could not get a minute's quiet during the whole 
dinner. At laft, their two plates happened to en- 
counter, and with fo much violence, that, being 

Vol. IX. Y chingi 
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china, they broke in twenty piecesj and ftained 
half the company with wet fwcctmcats and cream. 
There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts and 
fciences, and fonietimes in trades Pedantry ic 
properly the over r rating any kind of knowledge wc 
pj etend to And if that kind of knowledge be a 
trifle in itfelf, the pedantry is the greater. For 
^rhich reafon, I look upon fiddlers, dancing-ma- 
fters, heralds, mafters of the ceremonies, ise, to 
be greater pedants than Lipfius, or the elder Scali- 
ger. With thcfe kmd. of pedants, the court, while 
Iknew it, was always plentifully ilocked.: I mean 
from the gentlemen-uihcr at Icaft inclufive, down* 
ward to th« gentleman-porter ; who arc, genci-ally 
fpeaking, the moft infignificant race o( peopk that 
diis ifland can afford, and with the finalkft tin£lure 
of good manners, which is diie only trade they pix)- 
fefs. For being wholly illiterate, and convcriiDg 
chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole fyl- 
tcm of brecdisg within the forms and circles of their 
iereral uffices : and as they are below the notice of 
minifters, they live and die in conrt under all rcvo- 
Ititions, with great obfequio«ftiefs to diofe who arc 
in any degree of favour or credit, and with rude- 
riefe or infolence to eveiy body ^fe. From whence 
I have long concluded, that good manners are not 
a plant of the court-growth.- for if they were, thofe 
people who have underftanding, direftly of a level 
for fuch acquirements, and who have ferved fuck 
long apprenticefliips to nothing elfe, would certain- 
ly have picked them up. For as to the great offi- 
cers who attend the prince's perfori or councils, or 
prefidc in his family, they are a tranfient body, 
jwho have no better a title to good manners than 
their neighbours, nor will probably have rccourfe 
to gcndemen-uihers fcwr inftrudion So that I 
know litdc to be learned at court upon this head, 
except in the material circumstances of drefs; 
jviicrein the authority of the maids of honour R^ufl 

indeed 
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mdeed be allowed to be almoft eqoal to that of »• 
favoiiiite aftrefs. 

I remember a paflage my Lord Bolingbroke told 
me, that going to receive Prince Eugene of Savoy 
at his landing,, ihorder to conduA him immediate- 
ly to the (^een; the Prince faid, he was much^ 
concerned that he could not fee her MajeiVy that 
night; for Monf. Hoftmaa (who was then by) had 
afiured his Highnefs, that he could not be admitted 
iato her {ireience. with a tied-up periwig ; that his^ 
equipage was not arrived, and that he had endea- 
voured in: vain to borrow a long one among all hif 
valetB and pages. My Lord turned the matter to a 
jeft. and bixMjgbt the Prince to her Majefty : for 
which he was highly ceufured by the whole tribe of 
§endeman-uihers ; among whom Monf. Hoftman, 
an old dull reiident of the Emperor's, had picked 
ap this material point of ceremony ; and, which, I 
believe, was the beft leflba he had learned in five 
jad twenty years refidence. 

I make a diShteacc between good manners and^ 
good breeding ; although, in order to vary my ex : 

SreifioQ, I am fometimes forced to confound them, 
y thefirft, I -only uaderftand the art of remem- 
bering and applying certain fettled forms of general 
behaviour. But good-breeding is of a much larger 
GKtent : for beMes an uncommon degree of litera^ 
ture, fufficient to qualify a gentleman for reading 
a play or a political pamphlet, it takes iji a great 
compafs of knowledge ; no lefs than that of dan- 
cing, fighting, gaming, making the circle of Italy*, 
siding the great horfe, and fpeaking French ; not 
to mention fome other fecondary or fubaltern ac- 
compliihments, which are more ealily acquired : fo 
that the difierence between good breeding and good 
manners lies in this ; that the former cannot be at- 
tained to by the beft underftandings, without ftudy 
and labour : whei-eas a tolerable degree of reafon 
Y z ^\^ 
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will inftnift us in every part of good macnerr, 
without other afliftance. 

I can think of nothing more ufeful upon AW^ 
fubje^l, than to point out fome particulars, whcre^ 
in the very cflentials of good manners arc concern- 
ed, the ncgkft or perverting of which doth ve- 
ry much difturb the good commerce of- the world, 
by introducing a traffic of mutual uneafinefs in moft 
companies. 

Firft, a neceflary part of good manners, is a 
punftual obfervance of time at our own dwellings*, 
<or thofe of others, or at third places^ whether up- 
on matters of civility, bufinefs^ or diverfion : 
Which rtile, though it be a plain di^ftate of com- 
mon reafon, yet the greateft minifter ♦ Tevcr knew, 
was the greateft trefpaflSr againft it ; by which bA 
his bufinefs doubled upon him, and placed him in 
a continual arrear. Upon which I often ufed to ral- 
ly him, as deficient iti poibt of good manners. I 
have known more than one ambauador and fecreta:- 
ry of ftate, with a very moderate portion of intel- 
leftuals, execute their offices with good fuccefs and 
applaufe, by the mere force of exa^lnefs and" regu- 
larity. If you duly obferve time for the fervice of 
another, it doubles the obligation ; if upon your 
own account, it would be manifeft folly, aswett 
as ingratitude, to negle^ it. If both are concern- 
ed, to mak€ your equal or inferior attend on you> 
to his own difadvantftge, is pride and injuftice 

Ignorance of forms cannot properly be flylcd ill 
manners ; becaufe forms are fubje^ to frequent 
changes ; and confequently, being not founded up- 
on reafon, are beneath a wife man*s regard. Be* 
fides, they vary in eveiy country ; andj after a fliort 
period of time, very frequently in the fame. So 
that a man who tifaviels muft needs;; be at firft a 

t TheEarlofOxfoid. 

ftrangey 
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ftrangcr to them in every court through which he 
]|afles : and perhaps, at his return, as much a 
fhanger in his owuf^ and, after all, they are eafie? 
to be remembered or forgotten, than faces or 
names. 

Indeed, among the many impertinences that fb* - 
perficial young men bring with them from abroad,^. 
this bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and . 
more prominent than« the red ; who look upon 
them, not only as if they were matters capable ot 
admitting of choice, but even as points of import* 
ance, and therefore zealous upon all occafions to 
introduce and propagate the new forms and fafhioo^ 
they have brought back with them. So that, ufu* 
ally fpeaking, the worfl-bred perfon in the conspa« 
jay is a young traveller juft returned from abroad.. 
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LETTERS to and from Dr, Swift. 



A Criticism on thefe Letters, by the Earf 
of Orrery. 



THIS volume contains Swift's epiftolanF cprref> 
pondence. It is an acknowledged obiervation, 
that no part of an author's writings gives a greater 
iniight into his natural difpofition than his letters^ 
efpecially when written with freedom and fincerity. 
Swift's epiftles, and the anfwers of his friends, af- 
ford materials to form conjeftures npqn the diffe* 
rent charafters, not only of the Dean, but of his 
correfpondents. The reader is probably become ac- 
quainted with Dr. Swift, from the account of his life 
in the firft volume ; but the manners and opinions 
of thofe perfons with whom he correfponded, are, in 
every refpcdl fo blended with his own, as not to be 
cadly feparated ; and in fuch a kind of united views 
they will mutually refle<fi: light upon each other. 

To a young gentleman juft entring into the 
world, the fubjeft may prove of particular import- 
ance : as it may guide him, not only in the choice 
of his correfpondents, but in his manner of writing 
to them. 

The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and 
defended with the moft jealous eye. It is one of 
the chief articles of that great charter of liberty to 
which the people of England are intitled. But as 
no human inllitution can be perfcft, even this 
branch of liberty has its excrefcencies that might 
Jbc- j)runcd, I mean particularly, that licence which 

has 
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has of iate too muck prevailed, of publtfliing epif- 
colary correfpocKlences. Such a fafhion, for I 
know not >vbat elfe tx> call it, is extremely per- 
nicious. Ac pi-efenty it Satisfies the curiolit]|^ 
of the public^ bat for the future, it will tend 
to retrain that unfufpicious opennefs,. which 
is the principal delight ^ writing to our friends. 
I am torry to fay by experience, that the letters 
w^ich contains' che moft Sincere, and perhaps haOy 
obfervations, upon perfons, times, circumftances, 
are often referved as treafures, and hoarded up as 
mUers hoard gold ; like which, they lie concealed 
in cabinets ^nd flrong boxes for fome time, tili 
chancing to fall into the hands of an extravagant 
heir, or an injudicious executor, they are not only 
brought into lights but difperfed and expofed, fo 
as^ to become die property of the whole world. A 
young man therefore,, when he gives his opinion 
vpon any important fubje6t. iionld confiderit well,, 
before he commit his thoughts to paper. He ihould 
exprefs himfelf with diffidence, preferve a prudent 
refh-aint over the failles of wit and humour, and be 
cautious in all declai*ations of friendihip ; as the 
very common offers of civility are too often ex- 
plained^ into undefigned engagements. 

I own I find mylelf under no fmall difiiculty in 
difcuffing Swift's letters. General criticifms will be 
attended with obfcurity j and it would be tedious to 
confider them in their cxad order I fhall endea- 
vour therefore to take a review only of what feems 
to deferve the reader's attention. The correfpon- 
dence between Dr. Swift and Mr. Pope had com- 
menced in a very early part of Mr. Pope's life, and 
was carried on, with fcarce any interruption, from 
-the death of Q^Anne. If we may judge of Mr, 
Pope from his works, his chief aim was to be e- 
fteemed a man of virtue. His letters are written 
in that ftylc. His laft volumes are all of the moral 
kind. He has avoided trifles, und coufcc^^^^H 
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has efcaped a rock which' has proved very in^ 
jurious to Swift's reputation. He had given his 
imagination full icope, and yet has preferved a 
perpetual guard upon his conduft. The conftitu^ 
lion of his body and mind might early incline him 
to habits of caution and referve. The treatment 
which he met afterwards from an innumerable 
tribe of adverfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and 
made him flower thaa the Dean in pronouuing his 
judgment upon, peribns and things. His profe 
writings are little leis harmonious than his verfe ^ 
and* his voice in common converfation was fb na- 
turally muflcal, that L remember honeft Tom Souf 
therne.ufed always to call him ri&^ little nightingale^. 
His manners were delicate, eafy> and engaging^ 
and. he treated his friends with a politenefs that 
charmed) and» a.generofity that was much to hit 
honour. Every gueft was made happy within his 
doors. Pleafure dwelt under his ^ roof, and ele* 
gance prefided at his table.. Dt*. Swift was of a 
different difpofltion. To his docncfties he was pa£- 
donate and churlifh ; to his equals and fuperiors 
rather an entertaining than a deiirable companion. 
He told a ftory in an admirable manner : his fen- 
tences were Ihort and perfpicuous, his obfervaciuns 
were piercing. He had feen the great world, and 
had profited much by his experience. He had not 
the leaft tinilure of vanity in his converfation. He 
was perhaps, as he faid himfelf, too proud to be 
vain. When he was polite, it was in^a manner in^ 
tirely his own In his f riendfhips he was conftant 
and undifguifed. He was the iame in his enmities. 
He generally fpoke as he thought in ail companies,, 
and at all times I remember to have heard, that he 
dined Qnce at a Lord Mayor's feaft in Dublin, and 
was attacked and teafed. by an opulent, boifterousi 
half- Intoxicated 'fquire, who happened to fit next 
.him : he bore the awkward raillery for fome time, 
and then on a fudden calledout in a loyd voice to thu 

'Major, 
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Mayor, " My Lord, here is one of your bears at my 
" fhoulder ; he has been worrying me this half hour; 
•* I deiire you will order him to be taken off/' In, 
thefe laft particulars he differed widely from his 
fmend Pope, who could fHfle refentment, and wail 
with patience ' till a. more diftant, and^ peiHhaps a 
more feafonable hour of revenge. But notwithr 
ftanding- the diffimilitude of mind and manners^ 
which was apparent' between thefe two great men, 
yet the fame fort of friendihip fcems to have fuB- 
iifted between them as between Virgil and Horace. 
The mutual affection of the two iinglifh poets ap« 
pears throughout their works. And therefore m 
this place I cannot avoid taking notice of a re- 
port very induftriouiiy fpread, and nc>t without 
ibme degree of fiiccefs, ** That the friendihip bc- 
^'' tween Pope and bwiiFt was not fo firm and per* 
^ fcCt at the latter end> as at the beginning of their 
•" lives." On Dr. Swift's fide, I am certain it ever 
remained unalterable : nor did it appear lefs fer- 
vent on the fide of Mr. Pope. ' Their letter^ are the 
beft evidence to determine the doubt. In one of 
Swift 's.lateft letters.to me, not long before he wasi 
loft to all human comforts, he fay^, *' When you 
^ lee my dear friend Pope, tell him, 1 will 
'**■ anfwer his letter foon; I love him above all 
'* the reft of mankind '* In my long correfpon- 
dence with Mr. Pope, T fcarce received the leaft 
billet from him, without the kindeft mention of 
Dr. Swift, ahd the tendereft anxiety for his ftate of 
health. Judge by the following paragraphs.— 
July 12. 1737. ** My Lord, The p^ieafure you gave 
" mcj ih acquainting me of the Dean*s better 
** health, is one fo truly great.as might content even 
** your own, humanity ; and^ whatever myfincertf 
^ opinion and refpeft of your Lordfliip prompts 
** me to wifh from your hands for myfelf, your 
*' love for him makes me as happy. Would to 
f Qod my weight added to yours, co^id wtct^ VjX^ 
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** inclinations to this fide, that I might live to ca^ 
•* J07 him here through your means, and flatter 
•* myfelf it was partly through my own ! But this, 
*' I fear Jwill never be the cafe ; and I think it more 
** probable, 'hts attraction will draw me on the o* 
'' other fide, which, I procefi;^ nothing lefs than a 
** probability of dying at fea, confidering the weak 
" frame of myhreaA^ would have hindered me 
** from, two years pafl:. In (hort, whenever I 
'' think of himi it is with the vexation of all impo<» 
*^ tent pai&onsy that carry us out of our (elves, on* 
'* ly to fpoil our quiet, and make us return to a 
** refi:gnation, which is the moft melancholy of aii 
*' virtues."— ^^» 1/2 1738. " I write by the 
*' fame poft that I received your- very obliging and 
*^ humane letter. The confideration you {hew to* 
** wards me, m the jufiapprekenfion chat my nevn 
■' of the Dea0'»<;ondition might alarm me, is moft" 
" kind and generous. The very laft poft I writ to 
*^ him a long letter, little fufpcAing him in dbtf 
** dangerous circumftaoce. i wasfo &r from fear** 
*^ ing his health, that I was propofing fchemes, and 
** hoping pofiibilities for our meeting once more ia 
*^ thJb world. I am weary of it ; and fhall have one 
^' reafon more, and one of the ftrongeft that rea* 
** fon can give me, (even when fhe is fhafcing my. 
** weak frame to pieces), to be willing to kavc 
'^ this world, when our dear friend is on the edge 
** of the other; Yet I hope, I would fain hope, he 
•' may yet hover awhile on the brink of it, to pre- 
" ferve to this wretched age a relic and example of 

*< the laft." Twitnam, Nov. 7. " When you 

** get to, Dublin, (whither. I dire<ft this, fuppofing 
•* you will fee our dear friend as foon as poffible), 
^* pray put the Dean in mind of me, and tell him 
*' I hope he received my laft. Tell him how dearly 
'* I love> and how greatly I honour him ; hoir 
** greatly I refleft on every teftimony of his friend' 
'* ihip ; how much I riefiDlve to give the beft I can 

•« of 
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'<' of my dlcem for him to poftcrity ; and aflure 
** him the world has nothing in id admire To much p 
** DOthing the I0& of which 1 ihould regret fo 
^ much; as his genius and his virtues " 

My ezcufe, for J itand in need of none, by ha« 
i^ng inferted thofe fcraps of letters, is my real de- 
firc of convincing the reader, that the aife^ion of 
Swift and Popefubfifted asintire and uninterrupted 
as their friends could wiih, or their enemies regret. 
It muft be ownedj that we as feldom fee a mutual 
attachment between poets, as between ftatefmen, 
" True friendftiip," ** as Tully obfcrves, ** pro- 
** ceeds from a reciprocal eftceni, and a virtuous 
**' refemblance of manners.** When fuch is the 
bafis, the variet? in certain tenets and opinions is of 
ao ill confequence to the union ; and will fcarce ever 
iinloofe the focial ties of love, veneration, and'efteem. 
Thus the friendfhip between Atticus and Horten* 
fioft, although they were of di£erent fe£ls, one a 
-ftoicy and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted, like 
Mr. Pope's and Dr. Swift's, firm and conftant to 
"the laft; when that of Anthony, Lepidus, and 
Jkurafhif, continued no longer than while it was 
ibblervient to their views of intereih Cataline fays, 
JUah ve/iff ac idem n^lle^ ea demum amicitia eft. 
This often attends a vitious confpiracy ; and per- 
haps an agreement fo perfe^lv mutual, is fcarce to 
be met with in any other inftance. Emulation ge- 
nerally breaks the chain of friendfhip between 
poets. They are running with the utmoft eagernefa 
to the fame good : no wonder, if in the race, they 
endeavour to trip up each other's heels. 

As I have often reverted in my mind certain par- 
oculars relating to my two poetical friends, I hare 
always thought, that the circumftance of their pur- 
fiaing different roads in poetry, and living in dif- 
ferent kingdoms, was probably one of the happicft 
incidents in their lives. Such a fepiration pre- 
dated all peribnal difieniicns, and fixed xYk^m Vcv*^ 

t:Qrc 
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oorrefpondencey that conftantly tended to eftablifli 
their eifdearments ; when, perhaps, a refidence near 
each other might have had a very contrary cfiedt. 
It i$ much eaficr to reftify any miftake, or to cool- 
any animofity that may have arifen, in a letter, 
than to recal a paffionate verbal anfwer, ^fpccially 
if uttered with all the a&ions and vehemence of 
anger. The impreiSon of fuch a fcene remsuns 
long upon the mind of the perfon offended, and 
die old adage is tranfpofed. Ft)x audita manetf 
htera fcripta perit. Few men can fubniit to con- 
tradiAion. Swift was certainly not of the number ; 
and therefore I am perfuaded, that his diftance 
from his iinglifli friends proved a ftrong incite- 
ment to their mutual affedtion. But I muft again re^ 
peatjthat, throughout the long leries of letters which 
have been publiihed, not the leaA alterations ap- 
pear to have happened between Swift and Pope. 

In all Swift's writings,, you will find his own pe- 
culiar vein of humour. The fame liberty of ex- 
preffion would have been improper and abfurd in 
any other writer ; but it produced the confequences 
which he d:fired. His feeming arrogance gained 
him more favour, than the humility and affedled 
benevolence of others. His raillery and freedom 
of cenfiire, are conveyed in a manner more pf e- 
valent, and perhaps often more agreeable than flat- 
tery. He feldom praifed, but where merit was 
confpicuous. A fingle ftroke of his pen pleafed 
morej and gave more honour, than a long flatter- 
ing dedication from any oth;;r auther. His ftyk 
was mafterlv, correct, and ftrong ; never diflfufive, 
yet always clear ; and if we confider it in compayi- 
fon with his predeccflors, he has outdone them aU, 
and is one, perhaps tlie chief, of thofe few fcle^ 
Englifli writers, who have excelled in elegance and 
propriety of language. 

Lord Bacon is the firft author who has attempt- 
ed any ftyle that can be reliihable to the prefcnt 

V age J 
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xge ; for I muft own, that I think Swift, and his 
cotemporaries, have brought our language to the 
utmofl degree of perfeftion, without the help of a 
Longinus, a Quintilian, or even of a diAionary, 
or a grammar. Lord Bacon has written with an 
infiaite fund of knowledge : every fcience that he 
treats upon, is difcufled by him with the greateft 
learning and dignity ; and he iliews himielf at once 
aphiloifopher,anhiftorian, a politician, and a divine : 
but his dialedl (for that demands our prefent at*- 
tention) is quibbling and pedantic ; and never more 
fo than when he condefcends to flatter his royal 
mafter, and the minions of that court. 

Coniider the profaical works of Milton^ you will 
£nd them more nervous than elegant ; more diftin- 
guifhed by the ftrength of reafon, than by the rules 
of rhetoric ; his diction is harih, his periods te- 
dious ; and when he becomes a profe writer, the 
majefty that attends his poetry^ vanifhes, and is 
entirely loft. Yet, with all his faults, and exclufive 
of his charafter as a poet, he muft ever remain the 
only learned author of that taftelefs age in which he 
flourifhed : and it is probable, that his great attention 
to the Latin language might have rendered him lefs 
corred, than he otherwife would have been, in his 
native tongue. 

Harrington has his admirers ; he may poflibly have 
his merits, but xk^jflow not in his ftyle. A later 
Writer, of the fame republican principles, has far 
excelled him; I mean Algernon Sydney, whofe 
difcourfes concerning government are admirably 
written, and contain great hiftorical knowledge, 
and a remarkable propriety of di<Slion ; fo that his 
name, in -my opinion, ought to be much higher e- 
ftablifhed in the temple of literature, than I have 
hitherto found it placed. 

Lord Clarendon is an hiftoriati whofe dignity of 
expreflion has juftly given him the preference to a- 
By of our biographical authors. But kvs ^^uoA.s^.'t^ 
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^he periods §f a mile. His parenchefcs imbarrafs the 
fenfe of his narration^ and certain innaGcaracses 
appearing throughout his works, are deiivered with 
a formality chat renders them (till more confpicu* 
ous. 

Among our Engliih writers, few men may fagve 
gained a greater charadber for elegance and corrtc):- 
nefs, than Sprat Bifhop of Rocheftcr, and few men 
havedefervcd it lefs. When I have read his worics, 
I haTC^always wondered from whence fiich a piece 
of good fortune might have arifen ; and could on« 
Ij attribute it to Mr. Cowley, who in a very deli- 
cate copy of verfes, has celebrated his friend Dr. 
Sprat for eloquence, wit, and a certain camdidftyle^ 
which the poet compares to the river Thames gliding 
with an even current, and difplaying the moft beau- 
tiful appearances of nature. Poets and painters 
have their favourites, whom they tranimit to pc^e- 
rity in what colours and attitudes they pleafe. But 
lam miftaken, if, upon a review of Sprat's works, his 
language will not (boner give an idea of one of the 
infignificant tottering boats upon the Thames, than 
of the fmooth noble current of the river itfelf. 

Sir William Temple is an eafy, carelefs, incor* 
TtBi writer, elegantly negligent, politely learned, 
and engagingly familiar. 

Thus I have curfoiuly mentioned Tome of the 
brighteft Tons of Fame among our Englifh authors, 
only to point out the preference due to Pr. Swift. 
But he is not intitled alone to the olive garland : 
he had his coadjutors in the viftory. The trium- 
virate, to whom we owe an elegance and propriety 
unknown to our forefathers, are Swift ^ Addifon^ 
and Bolinghroke, At the fight of fuch names, no 
difpute can arife in preferring the £ngli(h moderns 
to the Englifli ancients. The prcfent century, and 
indeed all future generations, may be congratulated 
upon the acquifition of three fuch men. 

Biu 



TO AND FROM Dr. SWIFT. 267 

. Biit to return more clofely to Swift : He has perr 
kftij ftudied the drama of human lifcy and parti« 
cularly the teodency and irregukiricies of its differ- 
ent chara£brd. I^ has cholen to recommend vir* 
Uie, by repreienting vice in a difagreeable and ridi- 
culous light. As his temper was naturally full of 
acrimony^ a certain kinate feverity runs through- 
out all JDos letters In the advice which he offers to* 
his friends, and in the general account which he 
gives of his own condu^, he is tooclofe an cecono-- 
mtft. This parfimoDy proeeededf rom a^dcfirc of being, 
independ^t ; and fince that was the caufe, he will' 
be fotgivcn^ or at teaft excufed by all hooeft men. 

Mr. Pope had di&rent takn^ from his friend 
Swift. His imagination was £ne and delicate, his 
£uiicy was ever on the wing. In his earlier time of 
fife, his way of thinking was diffufive, and confe* 
^ueotly his judgement wafr unconfined* A& that 
jiwdgeznent ripened with years, he ihewed the fuU 
jb-engih of it in bis Ethic epifiks^ and bis EJky on 
man. There the poet has almoftvyielded to the phi- 
tofopher ; and his moral fyftem has charmed more 
by the fbice of tputh and reafon,^ than, even by the 
numbers with which he adorned it. 

I cannot avoid thinking that, in this particular 
branch of learning, Mr. Pope owed tlic exertion of 
his taJeats to Lord Bolinbroke, whohad ftudied the 
pCQIxdure and limits of the human underftanding, 
gs e2fia<SUy as Swift had conlidered the Brxegularitles 
9£ the paffions in different duara&ers of the human 
fpeckes. Lord Bolingbroke had early made himfclf 
maftet o£ books and men ; but in his firft career of 
He,, being immerfed at once in bufinefs and plea^ 
fujrey he ran through a vaiiety of fcenes in a fur- 
fifing and eccentric manner. When his paffions 
ittbfided by years and difappointments, and when 
he improved his rational faculties by more grave 
ftudies and refie£tion| he flione out in his retire- 
meat with a luiftre pccidiar to basxfe\£% v\i^ 
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not feen by vulgar eyes- The gay ftatefman was. 
changed into a philofopher equal to any of the fa-- 
ges of antiquity. The wifdom of Socrates, the 
dignity and e^fe of Pliny, and the wit of Horace^ 
appeared in all his writings- and converfttion. 

To declare my opinion of the whple colleftion 
of letters in this volume, I own it has not anfwer- 
ed my expeftation. The index at the beginning 
will make one hope for great treafores, irom the 
illuftrious names that are there infertcd ; but he 
will fcarce find any remarkable in{lru6iions of mo- 
rality, or even the common reafonings and refine- 
ments that might naturally arife from fo high a 
clafs of men, in the ordinary current of their 
thoughts. What is more furprifing, he will feldoxn 
difcover any keen ftrokes of fatire, or any inftanta-. 
neous fallies of vivacity. I have often heard Swift 
Aiy, '*' When I fit down to write a letter, I never 
** lean upon my elbow, till I have finifhed it." By. 
which cxpreflion he meant, that he never ftudied for 
particular phrafes, or polifhed paragraphs; His 
letters therefore are the truer reprefentations of his. 
mind. They are written in the warmth of his afiec- 
tions ; and when they are confidered in the light of 
kindncft and fincerity, they illuftrate hiis character 
to a very high degree. Throughout his various 
correfpondcnce you will difcover very ftrong marks 
of an anxious, benevolent friend: and to my great 
pleafure, I find the mifanihrope often loft in the 
good natured man. Read his letters to Mr. Gay, 
dnd you will he of my fentiment ; read alfa thofe 
to Dr Sheridan, and you will be further con- 
firmed in that opinion, We may compound there- 
fore to lofc fatire and railleiy, when we gain hu- 
manity and tenderriefs in their ftead. Yet even in 
fome of his higheft fcenes of benevolence, his ex- 
preffions are delivered in fuch a manner, as to feem 
rather the effedls of haughtinefs than of good nature. 
But you muft never look upon him as a traveller in 

the 
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xht common road. He muft be viewed through a 
camera ohjcura^ that turns all objefts the contrary 
wav. When he .appears moft angry, he is moll 
pleafed ; when moft humble, he is moft affuming. 
Such was the man, and in fuch irariegated colours 
muft he be painted. • 

The letters * from Lord Bolingbroke are written 
with an elegmce and politenefs that diftinguifh them 
from all the reft.- We fee they were not intended 
for the prefs ; but how valuable are the moft carc- 
lefs ftrokes of fuoh a pen ? 

Gay's letters have nothing in them ftriking or * 
recommiendatory. His fentiments are thofe of an 
honeft, indolent,' good natured man. He loveA 
Swift to a degree of veneration ; and the friendfhip 
was returned with great finccrity. Swift writes to ' 
him in the fame ftrain as he would have written to » 
fon ; and fecms to diftinguifti him as rhe correfpon-- 
dcnt to whom he has not the leaft grain of rcferve/ 
In the feveral accounts which he gives of his fitua- 
tion at Dublin, and the idle manner ot his pafting 
his time there, he writes fometimes in an ironical^ > 
and fometimes in a contrary ftyle, 

I fhould have been much pleafed, in finding fomc 
of Dr.: Arbuthnot's letters among this colledlion. 
Although he was juftly celebrated for wit and learn- 
ing, there was an excellence in his chara^er more 
amiable than all his other qualifications : I mean the 
cxccllencd of his heart. He has (hewed himfelfe- 
qual to any of his cotemporaries in humour and vi- 
vacity ; and he was fuperior to moft men in a6ls of 
humanity and benevolence : his very farcafms are 
the fatii'ical ftrokes of good nature : they are like 
ilaps in the face given in jeft, the effedls of which 
may raife bluflies, but no blacknefs will appear af- 
ter the blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant 
upon Bacchus, but continues as fober and confide- 
rate as a difciple of Socrates. He is feldom feW- 
ous, except in his attacks upon vice j apd then his 
Z 3 ^^^\v- 
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fpirit rifes with a manly ftrength, and' noUe xindig- 
niition. His epitaph upoo Charters (allowing one 
fmall alteration, the ivord permit ted^ inikead of 
icannived at) is a compkat and maflerly coinpofinon 
ii>its ki-nd*.Non|an exceeded him in the moral du- 
ties of life 'y. a merit ftill more to his honour, as the 
ambitious powers of wit and geniusave feldom'fub- 
miflive enough to confine themlelves within the li" 
mitations of morality. In his letter to Mr, Popef ^ 
t/ritten as it were upon* his deathbed,, he difcovers 
fuch a noble fortitude of mind, at the approach o£ 
hiis difIbln<ion, as could only be infpired by a clear 
confcience, and the calm retrofpe<a: of an uninter- 
rupted feriesof virtue. The Dean kunents the lois 
ef him with a pathetic fincerity. " The death ot 
** Mr. Gay and the Do6bor [Arbuthnot] hath 
** been terrible wounds near my heart. Their Ht- 
** ving wouM have been a great comfort to me, al- 
** though I fhould never have feea them ; like a 
•* fum of money in a bank, from which I fhould 
•* receive at I'eaft annual intereft, as I do. froni 
^* you, and have done from Lord Bolingbroke. *'" 
I have chofen this laft quotation, not more in ho** 
Bour of Swift's tcndernefs and afieAion to thofe 
whom he efteemed, than with a defign of fpecifying 
to you as fine a group of friends, [Bolingbrokc, 
Swift, Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay], as have appear^ 
cd fince the Auguftan age. As their letters^ 
were not intended for the public, perhaps I was 
unreafonable in looking for medals, and not being 
contented with the common current fpecies. In 
our prejudices of favour or averfion we are apt to 
be deceived by names : nor can it be doubted, that 
fiich writers i?iight have furnifhed «s wkh familiar 

* S^ tbis epitaph io voJ» 7. 

f See PopcH works, vol. 8, let. 47. 

X See Swift's letter to Popt, lAzy la. 1735, 

letters, 
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lecters^ vesy different £roBV^tliofe which have beat 
coliaSrd ift thisrvalume. They aire filled indeed 
^efpeciallj ia the cerrefpondence between Swift and 
npe) wvdi the ftroagedr expreflions of mutual e- 
Itecm ; \mA tho£r cupreffions are repeated too ofiDen. 
WheofrieiKifiiip>b8i8 febfifted ib long the timecan^ 
BOC incp^afe, bov words impFO^ it, the coaimcrctf 
of affe£Uon between friends ought to be carried on 
in a ftyle that neither finks below politenefs» nor 
rifes into forced compliments. , I cannot avoid ob- 
fcrving the e^ftolaryconcifenefs that was in fafbion 
among the ancients, efpecially their conclufive fen- 
tencesy Vale ;, or again. Si valeasj bene eft ; valeo ;. 
which I own' {eems preferable to our method of 
loading every letter with compliments, not only to 
wives and children, 6ut to uncles^ aunts, and cou- 
fins : and, of confequence, every relation that is 
not particularly named;, is particularly afironted. It 
will appear too minute a criticifm to affirm, ihar 
the Engllfh language is not well adapted for epifto- 
lary writings. Be that as it may, it is certainty in- 
ferior to the French ; which engages^, and perhaps 
improves us by a fucceffive flow of phraies that are 
peculiar to that nation. Madame de Sevigne has 
filled four volumes of letters, all addreifed to her 
daughter : they contain nothing, except difierent 
fcenes of maternal fondnefs : yet, like a claffic, the 
oftener they are read, the more they are relifh- 
ed. Monfieur de Peliflbn has publiflied three vo- 
lumes of letters, which he calls Lettres hlftoriques, 
. and which are little elfe than materials for a gazette. 
Thqr ia&yrm us at what time the Grand Monarque 
arofe, when he went to bed, at what hour he din- 
ed, and what he faid while he was at fupper : yet 
all thefe trifles are told in fo agreeable a manner, 
and appear fo natural and eafy, that I can fcarce 
think the flcill of Ovid greater, who, in his Fafti, 
has turned the Roman caJeadar into elegant poetry. 
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and has verfified a fet of old almanacks. - 
not mention Voiturc, or Balzac ; and perha] 
wrong to turn afide into^ the Roman and the 
territories, when I ought to have confined 
to the Britifli iilands. But I love to wande 
with youy and, in writing as in walking, i 
iato every comer that may afford u&cnterta: 
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LETTERS ta and from Dr. Swift- 

From the year 171 3 to, 17*^7^ 

LETTER L 
Mr. POPE to Dr. SWIFT ♦. 

S I R^ Binfitldy Dec, 8. 17 13. 

VTOT to trouble you at prefent with a recital of 
•^^ all my obligations to you^ 1 fhall.only mention 
two things, which I take particularly kind of you ; 
your defire that I fhould write to you ; and your 
propofals of giving me twenty guineas to change 
my religion : which laft you muft give me leave to 
make the fubjedk of this letter. 

Sure, no clergyman ever offered fo much out of 
his own purfe for the lake of any religion. 'Tis air 
moft as many pieces of gold, as an apoftle could 
get of lilvcr from the priefts of old, on a much 
more valuable coniideration^ I believe it will bcr 
better worth my while to propofe a change of my 
faith by fubfcription, than a, tranflation of Homer, 
And to convince you how well difpofed I am to the 
reforma^tion, I ihall be content,, if you can prevail 

• Th\s letter was wrote by Mr. Pope in anfwer to one from Dr. 
Swift, whcrsin he had jocofely made an offer to his friend of a fum 
of money, ex caufa rtUgimisy or, in plain EngliOi, to induce Mr, 
Pope to change bis religion. Orre>j,— — Xi was never, infer led in any 
fprrocr tditloi; of Swift's wort.s. 
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with my Lord Trcafurer and the miniftry t6 rife to 
the fame fum, each of them, on this pious ac- 
count, as my Lord Hsiii£ax has done in the profane 
one. I am afraid there is no being at once a poet 
and a good Chriftian ; and I am very much ftrait- 
cned between two, while the Whigs feem willing. 
*to contribute as much, to continue mfc the one, as 
you would, to make me the other. But if you 
can move every man in the government, who has 
above ten thoufand pounds a-year, to fubfcribe as 
much as yourfelf, I (hall become a convert, as moft 
men do, when the Lord turns it ta my intereft. I 
know they have the truth of religion fo much at 
heart, that they'd certainly give more to have one? 
good fubjeft tranflated from Popery to the church 
of England, than twenty Heathenifh authors out 
of any unktiown tongue mto ours. I therefore 
commiflion you, Mr. Dein, with full authority,, 
to tranfaft this aflFair in my name, and to propote 
as follows. Firft, That as to the head of our 
church, the Pope, I may engage to renounce his 

t)ower, whenfoevcr I fhall receive any particular 
ndulgences from the head of your church*, the 
Queen. 

As to communion in one kind, I fhatl aWb pro- 
mife to change it for communion in both^ as loon 
as the miniftry will allow me. 

For invocations to faints,, mine Ihall be turned 
to dedications to finncrs, when I Ihall find the great 
ones of the world as willing to do me aT?y good, a$ 
I believe thofe of the other are. 

You fee I fliall not be obftinate in the main 
points. But there is one article I muft rcferve, and 
which you feemed not nnwrlKngto allow mcj prayer 
for the dead. There are people to whofe fouls I 
wifh as well as to my ownj and I muft crave leave 
hnmbly to lay before them, that though the 6ib- 
fcriptions above mentioned will fuffice for myfelf, 
nbae are neceffary perq^uifitcs and additions, which 

T mnft 
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I muft demand on the fcore of this diariuble ar- 
ticle. It is alfo to be coofidered, that the greater 
part of thofe whole fouls I am moft concerned for, 
were unfortunately heretics, fchifmatics, poets^ 
painters, or perfons of fuch lives and manners, as 
few or no churchers are willing to fave. The ex- 
pence will therefore be the greater to make an ef- 
fe^hial proviiion for the faid foul&. 

Old Dryden, though a Roman CathoUc, was a 
poet ; and it is revealed in the vifions of fome an- 
cient faints, that no poet was ever faved under (bme 
hundred of ma£es. I cannpt fet his delivery from 
purgatory at lefs than fifty pounds Sterling. 

Waiih was not oiUy a Socinian, but {what you*U 
own is harder to be faved) a Whig. He cannot 
modeftly be rated at kfs than an hundred. 

L'Eftrange, being.'a Tory, we compute him bu 
at twenty pounds ; which I hope no friend of the 
party can deny to give, to keep him from damning 
in the next life, conlldering they never gave him fix* 
pence to keep him from fiarving in this. 

All this together amounts to one hundred and 
&venty pounds. 

In the next place, I muft defire you to reprefent^ 
that there are feveral of my friends yet livings 
whom I defign, God willing, to outlive, in confi- 
deration of legacies ; out of which it is a doArine 
in the reformed church, that not a farthing fliaU 
be allowed to lave their fouls who gave them. 

There is one ♦*** who will die within theie few 
months, with ****** one Mr. Jervas, who hath 
grievously offended in making the likenefs of al- 
moft all things in heaven above and earth below; 
and one Mr. Gay, an unhappy youth, who writes 
pailorak during the time of divine fervice ; whofe 
cafe is the more deplorable, as he hath miferably la- 
vtihed away all that filver he fhpuld have refei^ed 
for his foul'S health, in buttons and loops for his 
coat. 



he 
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I cannot pretend to have thcfe people honeftly 
feved under fome hundred pounds, whether you 
cbnfidcr the difiicuhy of fuch a work, or the ex* 
treme love and tendernefs I bear them, which will 
infallibly make me pufh this charity as for as I am 
able. Ihere is but one more whofe falvation I in- 
fift upon, and then I have done ; but indeed it may 
prove of fo much greater charge than all the reft, 
that I will only lay the cafe before you and the mi- 
niftry, and leave to their pinidcnce and generofity, 
what fum they fliall think fit to beftow upon it. 

The perfon I mean, is Dr. Swift, a dignified 
clergyman, but one, who, by his own conrcfiion, 
has compofed more libels than fermons. If it be 
true, what I have heard often aflirmed by innocent 
people. That too much wit is dangerous to faha- 
tion, this unfortunate gentleman muft certainly be 
damned to all eternity. But I hope his long ex- 
perience in the world, and frequent conversation 
with great men, will caufe him (as it has fome o- 
thers) to have lefs and lefs wit every day. Be it as 
it will, I fhould not think my own foul defervedto 
be faved, if I did not endeavour to fave his : for I 
have all the obligations in nature to him. He has 
brought me into better company than I cat-ed for, 
made me merrier when I was fick than I had a mind 
to be, and put me upon making poems, on purpofc 
that he might alter them, ^c. 

I once thought I could -never have difcharged 
my debt to his kindnefs ; but have lately been in- 
formed, to my unfpeakable comfort, that I have 
more than paid it all. For Monf. de Montague has 
aflured me, *' that the perfon who receives a bene- 
** nefit, obliges the giver :'* for fin ce the chief en- 
deavour of one friend is to do good to the other, 
he who adminifters both the matter and occa- 
on, is' the man who is liberal. At this rate it is 

ipoflible Dr. Swift fhould be ever out of my debt, 
2 as 
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as matters ftand already ; and for the future^ he 
may expedl daily more obligations from 

His moft faithful, affedUonate, 
humble fervant, 

A. Pope. 

I have finifhed Ti^ Rape tf the Lock; but I 
believe I may ftay here till Chriftmas, without hin- 
drance of bufineis, 

L E T T E R IL 
Mr. POPE to Dr. SWIFT. 

June 18. 1 714. 
tTTHatever apologies it might become me to make 
'^'' at any other time for writing to you, I fhall 
ufenone now, to a man who has owned himfelf as 
fplenetic as a cat in the country. In that circum-^ 
ftance, I know by experience, a letter is a very ufe- 
fill, as well as amufing thing. If you are too bu- 
fied in ftate-affairs to read it, yet you may find en« 
tertainment in folding it into divers figures ^ cither 
doubliag it into a pyramidical, or twifting it into 
a ferpentine form : or, if your difpofition fhould 
BOt be fo mathematical, in taking it with you to that 
place where men of fludious minds are apt to fit 
longer than ordinary ; where, after an abrupt di- 
vifion of the paper, it may not be unpleafant to 
try to refit and rejoin the broken lines together. All 
thefe amufements I am no ftranger to in the coun- 
try : and doubt not but, by this tim*?, you begin to 
rclifli them in your prclent contemplative fituation^ 
Vol. IX, A a \tt.- 
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I remember a man who was thonglrt to have feme 
knowledge in the world, ttfed to afem, that no 
people in town ever complained they were forgot- 
ten by their friends in the country. But my increaf* 
ing experience convinces me he was miftaken ; for 
I find a great many here gwevoufly complaining of 
you upon this fcore. I am told further, that yon 
« treat the few you correfpond with, in a very arro- 
gant ftylc ; and tell them, you admire at tbeir in- 
folence in difturWng your meditations, or even in- 
quiring of your retreat * : but this I will not pofr« 
tively afTert, becaufe I never rereived any fuch in- 
fulting epiftie from you. My Lord Oxford fays, 
you have not written to him once fince you went. 
But this perhaps may be only policy in him or you:; 
and I, who am half a "Whig, muftnot entirely cre- 
dit any thing he affirms. At Button's it is report- 
ed you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes on- 
ly on an embafly to you. Others apprehend fome 
dangerous ftate-treatife from your retirement; and 
a wit who ajBSpiSIs to imitate Balfac, fays that the 
ininiftry now are like thofe Heathens of old, who 
received their oracles from the woods. The gen- 
tlemen of the Roman Catholic pcrfuafion are not 
unwilling to credit me, when I whifper, that you 
are gone to meet fome Jefnits commiffioned from 
the court of Rome, in order to fettle the moft con- 
venient methods to be taken for the coming of the 
pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is fingular in his opi- 
nion, and imagines your only defign is to attend at 
iuU Icifure to the life and adventures of Scriblarus *^ 

This 

• Some time before the death of Queen Anne,'>vhen her minldm 
were ^quarrelling, and the Dean couW not reconcile them, he retired 
to a friend's houfe in Berkihire, and never faw them after. Duh.edit. 

• This projedl (in which the principal pcrfons engaged were- Dr. 
Arbuthnot, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope) was to write a complete fatirc 
in profe upon the abufes in every branch of fcience, comprifed in the 
hifloryof the life and writings of Scriblcrus. Of wh'ch only fome 
<2cuiched patts and fragments wert done 3 fuch sl9, ^' The Memoirs 

•" of 
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This iadieed muft be granted of greater importance 
than all the reft ; and I wifh.I could promile fo well . 
of you. The top of my own ambition is to contri- 
bute to that great work, and I fhall tranilate Homer, 
by the by. Mr. Gay his acquainted you what pro* 
grefs I have made in it. I can't name Mr. Gay, 
without all the acknowledgements which I fliall e-^ 
ver owe you on his account. If I writ this ia 
verie» I would tell you^ you are like the fun ; and 
while men imagine you to be retnned or a&fent, are 
hourly exerting your influence^ and bringing 
things to maturity for their advantage. Of all tho- 
world, you are the man (without flattery) who fervc 
your friends whh the leaft oftentation ; it is almoft.. 
mgratitude to thank you, confidering your temper; 
and. this is the period of all my letter which I fear 
you will tliink the moft impertinent. I am, with 
the crueft affeAioo, 

Ypur's, &c.- 



LETTER IIL 
From Dr. SWIFT to Mr. POPE.. 



Dublin^ June 28. 171 J. 

MY Lord Bifhop of Qogher * gave me your' 
kind letter, full of reproaches for not writ- 
ing. I am naturally no very exadt correfpondent ; 
and \dien I leave a country without probability oiF 

« of Scriblerus, The Travels of Gulliver, The Treatife of the Pro-^ 
•• foondy The literal criticifm on Virgil,'* &c. JVa b, 

• Dr. St. George A(h, formerly a fellow of Trinity college, Dub» 
lin, (to whom the Dean was pupil), afterwards Bifhop of Clogher, 
end tnoflatcd to the fee of Derry in 1 716- 17* Dub% tdtt. 
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retoming, I think as feldom as I can of what I lo- 
ved or efteemed in it, to avoid xhcdffideriumvrhich 
of all things makes life moft uneafy . But you muft 
give me leave to add one thing ; that you talk at 
your cafe, being wholly unconcerned in public e- 
vents : for if your friends the Whigs continue, you 
may hope for feme favour : rf the Tories return, 
you are at leaft fure of quiet. Ycu know how 
well I loved both Lord Oxford and Bolinbroke, and 
how dear the Duke of Ormond is to me. Do you 
imagine I can be eafy while their enemies are endea- 
vouring to take off their heads ? / nttnc, et verjut 
tecum meditare canorps, — Do you imagine I can 
be eafy, when I think of the probable confequenccs 
of theie proceedings, perhaps upon ihe very peace 
of the nation, but certainly of the minds of fo 
many hundred thoufand good fubjefts ? Upon the 
whole, you may truly attribute my filence to the 
eclrpfej but it was that cclipfe which happened on 
the fft of Auguft. 

I borrowed your Homer from the Bifliop, (mine 
is not yet landed), and read it out in two evenings. 
If it pleafeth others as well as me, you have got 
your end in profit and reputation. Yet I am 
angry at fome bad i-hirrres and triplets : and pray 
in your next do not let me have fo many unjuftifi- 
.ible rhymes to war and gods. I tell you all tlie 
faults 1 know : only in one or two places you are 
a little obfcurc; but I expelled you to be fo in one 
or two and twenty. I have heard no foul talk of it 
here, for indeed it is not come over ; nor do wc 
very much abound in judges, at leaft I have not the 
lionour to be acquainted with them. Your notes 
are perfectly good, and (o are your preface and ef- 
fay. You were pretty bold in mentioning Lord 
Bolingbroke in that preface. I faw the Key to the 
Lock but yefterday : I think you have changed it a 
good deal, to adapt it to the prefent times f . 

t Put thcfc two lad okfcrvations together, and it will appear, tba* 

Mr' 
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God be thanked, I liave yet no parliamentary bu- 
Uncfs; and if they have none with me, I ihaU ne- 
ver feek their acquaintance. I have not been 
very fond of them for fome years paft, not when I 
thought them tolerably, good ; and therefore, if I 
can get leave to be abfent, 1 fhall be much inclined 
to be on that fide, when there is a parUament on 
this. But truly I muft be a little eafy in my mind- 
before I can think of Scriblerus. 

You are to «nderfl:and> that I live in the comeit 
of a vaft unfumifhed houfe^ My family confifty 
of a fteward, a groom, a helper in the flable, a 
footman, and an old maid, .who are all' at board* 
wages ; and when I do not dine abroad, or make 
an entertainment, (which- 4afl: is -very rare), I eat a 
mutton-pye, and drink half a pint of wine. My 
amufements are, defending my imall dominion a* 
gainft the Archbifliop, and endeavouring to re* 
duce my rebellious choir. P^rditur hac inter mi'' 
fero lux, I defire you will prefent my humble fer- 
vice to Mr. Addifon, Mr. Congreve, and Mr, 
Rowe, and Gay. I am» and - will be always, ex* 
tremely • Yours, &c. 



I 



LETTER IV. 

Mr. Pope to Dr. Swift, 

June 20. 1 716; 
Cannot firffer a friend to crofs the Iri(h Teas, 
without bearing a teftimony from me of thc^ 



iff. Pope was neither ^wanting to his friends for fear of ^arty, nor 
would infult a xniniftry to bumonr his friends. He faid of himfelf, 
and I believe he faid truly, that ** he never wrote* line to gratify 
" the aaimofity of any one party at the cx^enfe of another.'* JVarh. ' 

A a 3 conftasit 
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conftint efteem and afibftion I am both obliged and 
inclined to have for you. It is better he ihould tell 
you than I, how often you are in our thoughts, 
and in pur cups, and how I learn to ileep ids *^ 
and drink more, whenever you are named among 
iis. I look upon a friend in Ireland, as upon a 
friend in the other world, whom (Popifhly fpeak* 
ing) I believe conftantly well difpofed towards 
me, and ready to do me all the good he can, 
in that ftate of reparation, though I hear nothing 
from him, and make addreflcs to him but very 
rarely. A Proteftant divine cannot take it amifs) 
that I treat him in the fame manner with my patron 
faint. 

I can tell you no news, but what you will not 
fufficiently wonder at, that I fuffer many things as 
an author militant; whereof, in your days of pro- 
bation, you have been a (barer, or you had not ar« 
rived at that triumphant flate you now defervedly 
enjoy in the church. As for me, I have not the 
leaft hopes of the cardinalet, though I fuffer for 
my religion in almofl every weekly paper. I have 
begun to take a pique at the pfalms of David, if 
the wicked may be credited, who have printed a 
fcandalous one in my name *. This report I dare 
not difcourage too much, in a profpeft I have at 
prefent of a poft under the Marquis de Langal- 
lerie f ; wherein, if I can but do fome fignal fer- 
vice againft the Pope, I may be confiderably ad- 
vanced by the Turks, the only religious people I 
dare confide in. If it fhould happen hereafter, 
that I ihould write for the holy law of Mahomet, 
1 hope it may make no breach between you and me. 
Every one mufl live, and I beg you wiU not be th( 

* Aliuding to bis conflant cuftom of fleeping after dinner, ffark* 

• In Corl's colleftion. 

f One who made a noife then, as Count BonocTal has done 

fiace. 

man 
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man to manage the controverfy againftme. Hie 
church of Rome I judge (from many modem 
f3rmptoais^ as well as ancient prophecies) to be in a 
dedioing condition ; that of England will in a 
ihort time be fcarce able to maintain her own fa* 
mily ; fo churches fink as generally as banks in 
"Sjaropc, and for die fame reafon ; that religion 
and trade, which at £rft were open and free, have 
been reduced into the management of companies, 
and the roguery of directors. 

I don't know why I tell you all this, but that I 
always loved to talk to you ; but this is not a time 
for any man to talk to the puq>ofe. Truth is a 
kind of contnd>and commodity, which I would not 
venture to export; and therefore the only thing 
tending that dangerous way which I (hall fay, is, 
that I am, and always will be, with the utmoft 
fiacerity. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER V. 
From Dr. SWIFT to Mr. POPE, 



Jug. 30. 1716. 

I Had the favour of your's by Mr. F. ; of whom> 
before any other queftion relating to your health 
or fortune, or fuccefs as a poet, I inquired your 
principles, in the common form, " Is he a Whig, 
" or a Tory ? " I am forry to find they are not 
fo well uUicd to the prefent junfture as I could 
wifh. I always thought the terms o(/a51o ^nd jure 
had been introduced by the poets, and that poffef- 

^<3^ 
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fion of any fort in kings was held an nnexcepdon* 
able title in the courts of Parhaflus. If you do not 
grow a perfeA good fubjedi: in all its prefieot lati- 
tudesy I fhall conclude you are become rich, and 
able to live without dedications to men in power ; 
whereby one great inconvenience will follow/, that 
you and the world, and pofterity, will be utterly 
Ignorant of their virtues. For either your brethren 
have miferably deceived us thefe hundred years 
paft, or power confers virtue, as naturaUyas five 

of your popifh facraments dogracc.r You llecp 

Icfs, and drink more ;— but your mafter Horace 
was vini fomnique henignus. ; and, . as I take it^ bodi 
are proper for your trade. As to mine, there are a 
thoufand poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as 
to the other, I know it was anciently the cuftom to 
fleep in temples, for thoie who would confult the 
oracles, " Who dilates to me numbering *,'* 
he. . 

Yoa are an ill catholic, or a worfc geographer; 
for I can afiure you, Ireland is not a paradife ; and 
I appeal even to anySpanifli divine, whether ad- 
drefles were ever made to a friend in hell or pur- 
gatory ? And who are all thefe enemies you hint at? 
I can only think of Curl, Giidon, 'Squire Burnet, 
Biackmore, and a few others, whofe fame I have 
forgot. Tools, in my opinion, are as neceflary for 
a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. And befides, I 
would fain know, whether every draper doth not 
fhew you three or four damn'd pieces of ftuflf to 
fet off his good one ? However, I will grant, that 
one thorough book-felling rogue is better qualified 
to vex an author, than all his cotemporary fcrib- 
blers in critic or fatire, not only by ftolen copies of 
what was incorreft, or unfit for the public, but by 
downright laying other mens dulnefs at your door. 
I had a long defign upon the ears of that Curl, when 

f Milton, 

I was 
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I was in credit; but the rogue would never allow 
me a fair flrOke at them, although my penknife 
was ready drawn and (harp, I can hardly believe 
the relation of his being poifoned, although the 
hiftorian pretends to have been an eye-witneis : but 
I beg paixion, fack might do it, although ratfhane 
would not, 1 never faw the thing you mentiouras 
fiilfely imputed to you ; but I think the frolics of 
merry hours, even when we are guilty, fhould not 
be left to the mercy of our bell friends, until Curl 
and his refemblers are hanged. 

With fubmiffion 10 the better judgement of you 
and your friends, I take your projeftof.an em- 
ployment under the Turks to be idle and unnecef- 
fary. Have a little patience, and you will find 
more merit and encouragement at home by the 
fame methods. You are ungrateful to your coun- 
try ; quit but your own religion, and ridicule ours, 
and that will allow, you a free choice for any other, 
or for none at all, and pay you well into the bar- 
gain. Therefore pray do not run and difgrace us 
among the Turks, by telling them you were forced 
to leave your native home, becaufe we would ob- 
lige you to be a Chriftian ; whereas we will make 
it appear to all the world, that we only compelled 
you to be a Whig. 

There is a young ingenious Quaker in this town, 
who writes verfes to his miftrefs, not very correft, 
but in a ftrain purely what a poetical quaker fhould 
do, commending her look and habit, &c. It gave 
me a hint, that a fet of Quaker paflorals might 
fucceed, if our friend Gay * could fancy it, and I 
think it a fruitful fubjedl. Pray hear what he fays. 
I believe further, the pafloral ridicule is not ex- 
haufled ; and that a porter, footman, or chairman's 



* Cay wrofe a paftoral •£ this kind, vi'hicb is publifhed In his 
works. fFart, 
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pftftoral f nu^bi do wdl. Or wliat thiiik you nf 
Newgate paftoraly among the whores and thki 
there? 

LafUy, to concfaide, I love yon never the wo] 
far feidonti writing to you. I am in an obfcu 
ftene, where jon know neither thing nor perfo 
I can only anfwer yours, which I promife to do s 
ter a ibrt, whenever you think fit to employ m 
But Lean aflure you, the fcene and the times ha 
deprefled me wonderfully ; for I will impute i 
defcft to thofe two paltry years which have flipt 1 
fince I had the happincfs to fee you. I am, wii 
the trueft eAecm, 

TourSf &c. 

LETTER VI. ♦ 

From Dr. SWIFT to Mr. POPE, f 

Dub/in, Jan, lo. 172 1. 
A Tfaoufand things have vexed me of late year 
^^ upon which I am determined to lay open m 
mind to you, I rather chufe to appeal to you tha 

.t 



f Swift himfelf wrote one of this kind, intitled, " Dermot ai 
« Sheclah." 

• This letter Mr. Pope ncrcr received, nor did be believe it w 
ever ient. Po^^and IVarb, 

\ This letter deferves the greater attention, as it feems to fvmi 
more materials of l>t. Swift's life and principles, than any other 
his cpiftolary wiiiings. Thtf letter breathes an air of iinceritya; 
freedom, and is addrefTed to a particular friend, at a time when t 
views of ambition were at an end. It may therefore be confidei 
as a confeilion of one departing from this world, who only is dcfin 
to vindicate his own chara£Ver, and is anxious that his aihes mayr 
in peace. 

It was written immediately af^er the arbitrary condudof a juJ£t 
Ireland, who endeavoured to deftroy the fteedom of juries, and 00 
/eguently the very effente of tVvat Uberty and fafety which we ha 
a rif he to polTefs by the con&\\MUciv oi «^t ^x^« ^^\{x. \vc{ po 
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to my Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhcd, under the fi- 
^uation I am m. For I take this caufc properly to 
lie before you. You are a much fitter judge of 
what concerns the credit of a writer, the injuries 

that 



robfly declares htmfelf arverfe to all rigorotis proceedings againft perw 
fens fbfpeaed of probkmatical guilt, « By fuch Rn£i inquiries^** 
fays he, ** a gate is leit open to the whole tribe of informers; the 
" moA accuried, proftitute, and abandoned race, that God ever fer* 
'< mitted to plafve mankind/' Upon this fubjedi I cannot avoid re* 
collcding feme particulars firom a book, which has lately given me 
gieat delight and ioftrudion, and which I recommend very warmly 
to your perufal. I mean Ve^rit da iouc. The author M. de Mos» 
tefquieii, obferver, <*tfaat informers have been chiefly encouraged 
'* under the mod tyrannical governments. In the reign c£ Tiberius^ 
** triumphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and flatues ere£t* 
** ed to their homur. In the reign of Nero, upon the difcovery and 
" puniihment of a pretended confpiracy, triumphal dignities were 
" allotted to Turpilianus, Cocceius Nerva, and Tigillinus." In an* 
other part of ^ his book, the Baron de Monttfquieu takes notice, «* that 
" in Turkey, where little regard is ihewn to the honour, lives^ or 
" cilates of thefubjed, all canfes are detemined by the prtfiding Ba» 
'^ (haw : and in Rome, the judges had no more to do than to declare^ 
^ that the per(bn accufed was guilty of a particular crime, and then 
" the puniihfflent was found in the laws." From thefe and other 
examples of arbitrary government, this elegant author takes a parti- 
cular pleafure in diftinguilbing and admiring the civil conftitution of 
£nglafld; where, he fays, " the jury determine, whether the faA 
** brought under their cognifance be proved or not'$ if it be proved, 
** the judge pronounces the puniihment infUfted by the law for fuch 
*' a particular fad : and for this,'* adds the Baron, *' he need only 
'* open their eyes." But if M, de Monteiiijuicu had read £wift*i 
Jetter, or indeed had tecolleded many notorious fafts of our hiflory, 
he muft have obferved, that the judges have been often fo deaf to the 
repeated voice of the jury, and have not only fliut their eyes againft 
our excellent laws, but have afTumed <' that terrible and menacing 
** air which Commodus ordered to be given to his ftatues." 

The method of trials by juries, Is generally looked upon as one 
' of the moi^ excellent branches of our conOitution. In theory it cer- 
tainly appears in that light. According to the original eftabliOimenty 
the jurors are to be men cf competent fortunes in the neighbour- 
hood ; and are to be fo avowedly indiiTerent between the parties' con- 
cerned, that no reafonable exception can be made to them on either 
Mt, In treafon, the perfon accuArd has a right to challenge five and 
thirty, and in fellony twenty, without /hewing caufe of challenge. 
Nothing can be more equitable. No prifoiier can defire a fairer field. 
But the misfortune is, that cur juries are often compofed of men of 
mean eAates, and low underftandings. Many difficult joints of Isk.^- 
are brought before them, and Submitted to tMr Netiv&> v<\^^tv ^x- 
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that are done him^ and the reparations he ought to 
receive. Befides, I doubt whether the arguments 
I could fuggeft to prove my own innocence, would 
be of much weight from the gentlemen of the long 

robe 



haps they nre not capable of detertniiring, properly and judiclooflyy 
fuch nice matters of jufiice, although the judges of the<court explain 
the nature of the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. But If 
they are not defedlive in knowledge, th- y are fometimes, I fear, from 
their ftation and inJigence, liable to corruption. This indeed is an 
objection mort to the privilege lodged with juries, than to the inf^itn- 
tion ttfelf. The point moft liable to objedion, is the power w.iich 
any one or more ef the twelve have to ftane the reft into a compli- 
ance with their opinion ; fo that the verdidVmay poiUbly be given bj 
ilrength of condinition, not by conviction of coofcience; *' ajid 
'* wretches hang that jorymtn may dine." 

•In this letter is moft evidently difplaycd Swift^s immutable attachment 
to Irejand. Such a kind of patriotifm muft have proceeded from a 
true love of-jiberty ; for^he hated individuals, and defpifed moft of 
the men of property and power in that kingdom : he owed them no 
•bligations; ar.d while by his writings he labcured to make their 
pofterity happy, he forced from themfelves an involuntary, but nni* 
verfal applaufe. His condudi was fo uniform and conftant in the 
caufe of Ireland, that he not only gained the praife, but the confi* 
dence of that whole nation $ who are a people fcldcm, if ever, in- 
clined to ftudy and purfue their own Intered, and who are alv^ays ex- 
ceedingly apt to fufpeci any advice that is contrary, or in defiance tt 
a niiDi(lerial>dire6lion. 

Swift's principles of -government feem to have been founded upon 
that excei>ent maxim, «* Salus populi fuprema eft lex." He begins 
by clearing liimfelf from Jacobitifm. He fpeaks of the tevolution 
as a necetTary but dangerous expedient, which has fince been attended 
with unavoidable bad confequences. He declares his mortal antipa- 
thy to ftanding armies in time of peace. He adores the wifdom of 
that inftitution which rendered our parliaments annual. He prefers 
the landed to the monied intcreft, and expre(res a noble abhorrence 
to the fufpenfion of thofe laws upon which the liberty of the fubjed 
depends. Wh(.n thefe articles of his politicai tenets are examined, 
they will leave no room for any one particular party to aiTume lUc 
honour of having had him in their alliance. He was neither Whig 
nor Tory, neither Jacobite nor Republican. He was Dr. Swift. 

His judgement in relation to the vilibie decay of literature and gotd 
ienfe, is perfe£>ly juft^. He atttibutes this national calamity to the 
ppevailing luxury oi the times;, which he inflancts in the encou age- 
ment of faOions, and of feveral public diverfio'.s, all tending to the 
increafe of folly, ignorance, and vice. His feniiments are delivend 
more with the air of a philofopher than of a di .ine : and the condu- 
lion of the letter is fo proper and fo excellent a defence of his own 
ouuincr of a^inf »Dd. thinking t.ha,% vn ce^^rd to his memory, I 
% m«ft 
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robe to thofe in furs, upon whofe decifion about 
the difference of Hyle or fentiments, I fhould be 
very unwilling to leave the merits of my caufe. 

Give me leave then to put you in mind, (altho* 
you cannot ea£ly forget it), diat, about ten weeks 
before the Queen's death, I left the town, upon 
eccafion of that incurable breach among the great 
men at court, and went down to Berklhire ; where 
you may remember that you gave me the favour of 
a viit. While I was in that retirement, I writ a 
difcourfe which I thought might be ufeful in fuch 
a juncture of afiairs, and km it up to London ; 
but, upon fome difference in opinion between me- 
and a certain great minifter now abroad, the pub- 
liihing of it was deferred fo long, that the Queen 
died ; and I recalled ray copy, which hath been e- 
ver fince ia fafe hands, I^ a few weeks aftef the 
bfs of that excellent princefs* I came to^my flation 
here ; where I have continued ever fince in the 
greateft privacy, aftd utter ignorance of thofe events, 
which arc moft commonly talked of in the world. 
I neither know the names nor number of the royal 
family which now reigns, further than the prayer- 
took informs nie. I cannot tell who is chancellor, 
who are fccretaries, nor with what nations we arc 
in peace or war. And this manner of life was not 
taken up«out of any fort of affedtation, but merely 
to avoid giving offence, and for fear of provoking 
^arty-zeal. 

I had indeed written fome memorials of the four 
hd years of the Qneen's reign, with fome other 
informations which I received, as neceffary mate- 
rials to qualify me for doing fomeching in an em- 



mnH he at '.he trcub'c of iranfcrlblrg it. [Herfc the Lft f trt^raph of 
the Ict.cr is infcrted.] 

Ill ihort, this letter is one of the moR ferious and bsft performances 
that he has given us in the cpiftolary way. Orrery^ 

Vol .IX. B b ^ o^tcv^TiX 
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ploymenc then defigned me * : but as it was at the 
tiifpofal of a perion who had not the fmalleft 
fhare of fteadinefs or fincericj, I difdained to ac« 
ccpt it. 

Thefe papers, at my £ew hours of health and 
kiiure,. I have been digefting into order by ont 
ihect at a time f ; for I dare not venture any far- 
ther, left the humour of fearchiog and feizing pa- 
pers fliould revive ; not that I am in pain of any 
danger to myfelf, (for they contain nothing of f>re* 
Sent times or perfons, upon which I ihall never lofe 
a thought while there is a cat or a fpanicl in the 
houfc), but to preferve them from being loft among 
mefiengers and clerks. 

I have written, in this kingdom, a difcourfe to 
perfuade the wretched people to wear their own 
manufa^res, inftead of thofe from England j:« 
This treatile foon fpread very faft, being agreeable 
to the fentiments of the whole nation, except of 
ibofe gentlemen who had employments, or were 
expe^nts. Upon which a perfon in great office 
here immediately took the alarm. He fent in hafte 
for the Chief Jufticc, and informed him of a fedi- 
tious, factious, and virulent pamphlet lately pub* 
hflied, with a deiign of fettmg the two kingdoms 



• Hiftoriographer. 

•f- Thefe papers fcing years after were brcngfat finiflicd "by ibe 
Dean into England, with an intention to publilh tiicm. B«it a friend 
on "whofe jud'^cmcnt be relied, (the fame I fnppofe whom he men- 
tione above, a€ being abroad at the time of vtritingthit lener), dii^ 
fuaded him from that dcfign. He tolJ the Dean, there were ^veril 
fa^s he knew to be falfe, and that the whole vas fb much in the 
fpiric olf party- writing, that though it might btve made a feafonablo 
pbamphlet in the time of their adminiOration, it was a d<flionoiir to 
juil hiAory. The Dean would do nothing againft his friend's judge- 
ment ; yet it extremely chagrined him : and he told a common friend 
that fince ^** did not approve hb hiftoty, he would caflt it inro \h€ 
f re, the ugh it was the beft work he had ever written. However, 
it did not undergo this fatei and is £iid to be yet in beir.g. 

% A propcfal for the univcrfal ufe of Iriib mttmfadluret. 

at 
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at variance ; dtreAing at the fame timCi tKat the 
printer ihould be profecutcd with the utcnoft rigour 
of law* The Chief Juftice had fo quick an under- 
ftanding^ that he refoived, if poffible, to outdo his' 
orders. The grand juries of the country and city 
were praAifed effefhially witii, to reprefent the 
laid pamj^let with all aggravating epithets ; for 
which they had thanks fent them from £ngland>. 
and their prefentments publilhed for feveral weeks 
ia ail the neWs-papers. 1 he printer was feized^ 
and forced to give great bail. After his trial th6 
jury brought him in not guilty,, although they had 
been culled with the utniofl indiiftry ; the Chief 
Jufiice fent them back nine times, and kept them 
eleven hours, until, being perfectly tired out, they 
were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of th# 
judge, by what they call a fpecial verdift^. During, 
the trials the Chief Juftice, among other fingulari* 
tieSy. hud his hand on his breaft, and protefted fo^ 
IcDQDly, that the author's deiign was to bring in the 
pretender ; although there was not a fingle fyllable 
of party in the whole treatife^^and although it was 
known, that the moil eminent of thofe who pro- 
fefied his own principles, publicly difallowed his* 
proceedings. But the caufe being fo very odious^ 
tLn& impopular, the trial of the verdi^k was defer- 
red from one term to another, until, upon the 
Duke of Gr — ft— n the Lord Lieutenant's arrival,. 
his Grace, after mature advice, and permiilioa- 
from England; was. pleafed to grant a- ApJi profif'* 
fui. - 

This is the more remarkable, becaufe it is faid 
that the man is 110 ill decider in common cafes of' 
property, where party is out of the queftion : but 
when that intervenes, with ambition at heels to- 
pufh it forward, it mu ft needs confound any mail> 
of little fpirit and low birth, who hath no other • 
eadowmem than that- fort of knowledge, which^ 
Bb 2. \iJy«c*«tf^ 
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however pofleflcd in the higheft degree, can pofli- 
bly give no one good quality to the mind *. 

It is true, I have been much concerned for feve- 
ral years pa(^, upon account of the public, as well 
as for myfelf, to fee how ill a taj>e for wit and fenfc 
prevails in the world, which politics) and Soudi-fea, 
and party, and operas, and mafqueradcs, have in- 
troduced. For, befides many infipid papers which 
the malice of fome hath intitled me *to, there arc 
many perfons appearing to wifh me well, and pre- 
tending to be judges ot my ftile and manner, who 
have yet afcribed fome writings to me, of which 
any man of common fcnfe and literature would be 
heartily afliamed. I cannot forbear inftancing a 
treatife called a ** Dedication upon dedications," 
which many would have to be mine, although it be 
as empty^ dry, and fervile a compoiition, as I re- 
member at any time to have read. But, above all,^ 
there is one circumftance which makes it impoffiblo 
for me to have been author of a treatife, wherein 
there are feveral pages containing a panegyric on 



f * Thzi is a vety (!range afTertlon. To fUppofe that a confunmatc 
knowledge of the laws, by which civilized focieties are governed, cao 
" give no one good quality »o the mind," is making ethics (of which 
public laws are fo cootiderable a part) a very unprofitable f.irdy. The 
beft diviHon of the fciences is that old one of Plato, into ethic?, 
phyCcs, and logic. Th«- fevercr philofophcrs condemn a total appli- 
cation to the two latter, bccatife they ha\C no tendency to mend the 
heart ; and recommend the £t(k as our principal (iudy* for its efficacy 
in this important fervice. And, fure> if any hnn^an (peculaiiofls 
can mend the heart, they mud be thofe which have man f « r their 
objed>, as a rcafonabie, a focial, and a civil being. And thcfe are all 
included under fthics, whether y< U call the fiience mo*'eiify or lav. 
And with regard to tl.e law of England, we mud be much preiudiccd 
againft it, net to allow, that v. hit Tu*ly affirms cor.ccming the l&w 
of the twelve tables, may with moie juftice be applied to ours. " Fre- 
'* mant orancs licet, dicam quod fenlio : bib'iothecafr mcchercuI6 
** omnium philofcphojum, unum mihi vid^rtur PandeOarum vriu- 
" men, ct jjuthoritatis pondere et uriiiiatis ubertate, fuperare.'* But 
the beft proof of its moral efficacy, is »he mcnners of its prcftrors : 
and xhefc, in every age, have been fuch as were the iirft improved, 
«r the laA corrupted. JVarh, 
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King George ; of whofe charafter and perfon I am 
utterly ignorant, nor ever had once- the curiofity 
to inquire into either, living at fo great a diAance 
as I do, and having long done with whatever can - 
relate to. public matters. 

Indeed, I have formerly delivered my th(>tighfs ' 
very freely whether I were afked or no ; but' never 
afiedted to be a couDfellor, to which I had no man- 
ner of call. I was humbled enoudi to fee myfelf - 
fo far outdone by the Earl of Oxford in* n>y own 
trade as a fcholar, and too good a courtier not to 
difcover his contempt of thofe who would be men 
of importance out of their fphere, Belidcs, to fay 
•the truth, altliough I have known many great nii- 
nifters ready enough to hear opinions, yet I ha\«e 
hardly fcen one that would ever defcend to take 
advice : and this pedantry arifetli from a maxim 
themfelves do not believe, at the fame 4ime th^ 
pr^ftifc by it, That there is fomething profound hi 
politics, which men of plain honert leafc cannot - 
arrive to. 

I only wi(h my endeavours had fucceedcd bcttcfr \ 
in the great point I had at heart, which was that of 
reconciling the»minifters to each other. This might 
have been done, if others who had more concern- 
and moi^ influence would have adted their parts ; 
and if this had fucccededi the public intercfti both 
of church and - ftate, \vould not have b^efi- tli^e 
ivorfej nor the Pioteftant fucceflion endangered. •- 

Bur, whatever opportunities a conftant^ attend- 
ance of four years might have given me fof Endea- 
vouring to A6 good offices to particukir-perfons, I 
deferve at leaft to find tolerabfe qiiarrer from thofe 
of the other party; for many of whidh T w.is a 
-condant advocate with the Earl of Oxford; and 
for this I appeal to his Lordfliip. He knows how 
often I prefled him in fiivour of Mr. Addifon, Mr, 
.' Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and Mr. Steele ; although I 
freely confefs, that his Lordfliip's klndvx ;^ v^ ^'e.^sv 
B b 3 xi'ifi, 
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•was altogether owing to his generous notions, and 
the eflecm he had for their wit and parts, of which 
I could only pretend to be a remembrancer. For 
I can never forget the anfwer he gave to the late 
Lord Hallifax, who, upon the fir ft change of the 
miniftrjr, interceded with him to fpare Mr. Con- 
greve. It was by repeating thefe two lines of Vir- 

Kon obtufa adeo geflamus peElora PonUf 

Nee tarn averfus equos Tyria Soljungit ab urbi^ 

Purfiiant to which he always treated Mr. Congrrve 
with the greatefl perfonal civilities, afluring him of 
his conftant favour and protedtion ; and adding, 
that he would ftudy to do fomething better for 
him. 

I remember it was in thofe times a iifual fubjeA 
of raillery towards me among the minifters. That 
I never came to them without a Whig in my fleeve; 
which I do not fay with any view towards makinf 
xny court : for the new principles * fixed to thole 
of that denomination, I did then, and do now from 
my heart abhor, deteft, and abjure, as wholly de- 
generate from their predeceflbrs. I have converfed 
in fome freedom with more minifters of ftrate of all 
parties than ufually happens to men of my level : 
and I confefs, in their capacity as minifters, 1 look 
upon them as a race of people whofe acquaintance 
no man would courts otherwife than upon the 
(core of vanity or ambition. The firft quickly 
wears off, (and is the vice of low minds ; for a man 
of fpirit is too proud to be vain), and the other 
was not my cafe. Befides, having never received 
more than one fmall favour, I was under no necef- 
iity of being a flave to men in power ; but chofe 



* He means particolarly the principle at that time charged opts 
them by their enemies, of an iatentiea *' to profciibe tbe Tories.*' 
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my friends by their perfodal merit, without cxa- 
aiinkig how far their aotions agreed with the pc^i- 
tics then ia vogue. I frequently coaverfed with 
Mr. AddifoBi aod the others I named, (except Mr. 
Steek), during all my hord Oxford's minifhy ;. aud 
Mr. Addifon's friend(hip to me continued inTiola- 
ble, with as much kindnefs as when we ufed to 
meet at my Lord Sommers * or Halifax, who were 
leaders of the oppofite party. 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great 
injuilice I have thefe many years been pelted by 
your pamphleteers, merely upon account of fome 
regard which the Queen's laft minifters were pleaf^d 
to have for me ^ and yet in my confcience I think 
I am a partaker in every ill delign they had againft 
the Proteftant fucceffion, or the liberties and reli- 
gion of their country ; and can fay with Cicero, 
*^ that I fliould be proud to be included with them 
•* in all their actions, tanquam in €quo Trojatto^^* 
But if I have never difcovcred, by my words, writ- 
ings, or a£lions, any party-virulence f , or danger- 
ous deiigns againft the prefent powers; if my friend- 
ihip and converfation were equally fhewn among 
thofe who liked or difproved the proceedings then 
at court, and that I was known to be a common 
friend of all deferving perfons of the latter fort, 
when they were in diftrefs; I cannot but think it 
hard, that I am not fuffered to run quietly among 
the common herd of people, whofe opinions unfor- 
tunately differ from thofe which lead to favour ai^ 
preferment. 

I ought to let you know, that the thing We c^ed 
a Whig in JEngland, is a creature altogedier difier- 

* Lor4 Semftiefs bad very warmly recomthended Df. Swift to the 
faTO«r of Lord Wharton, when he went the Queen's Lituteaant iikto 
Ireland in the ytar 1700. Warl, 

f The *< Examiners," I fuppofe, were not (hco (ubliHied amoogft 
li» Deaii*8 worka, War\i 
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enc from thofe of the fame denomination here ; ai 
' leafl it was fo during the reign of her late Majefty 
Whether thofe pn your fide hath changed or no. 
it hath not been my bufiifefs to inquire. I remem- 
ber my excellent friend, Mr. Addifon, when h< 
firft came over hither fecretary to the fearl of Whar- 
ton, then Lord Lieutenant, was extremely offend- 
ed at the cbnduft and difcourfe of the chief mana< 
gers here. He told me they were a fort of people 
who feemed to think) that the principles of a Whig 
conlifted in nothing elfe but damning the church, 
reviling the clergy, abetting the diflenters, and 
fpeaking contemptibly of revealed religion. 

I was difcourfing fome years ago with a certain 
miaifter about that Whiggiih or Fanatical genius fo 
prevalent among the Englifli of this kingdom : his 
Lordlhip accounted for it by that number of Crom- 
well's foldieis, adventurers eftablifhed here, who 
were all of the foureft leaven, and the meancft 
birth, and whofe pofterity arc now in pofleiiion of 
their lands and their principles. However, it muft 
be confeffed, tliat of late foine people in this coun- 
try are grown weary of quarrelling, becaufd intere/1, 
the great motive of quarrelling, is at an end ; for 
it is hardly worth contending who ihall be an ex- 
cifeman, a country-vicar, a crier in the courts, or 
an under-clerk. 

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a' 
perfon fo ill treated as I have been, muft, at 
fome time or other, have difcovered very dangerous 
opinions in government. In anfwer to which, I 
will tell you what my political principles were in the 
time of her late glorious Majefty, which I never 
contradidled by any adlion, writing, or difcourfe. 

Firft, I always declared myfelf againft a Popifli 
fucceflbr to the crown, whatever title he might have 
by the proximity of blood. Neither did I ever re- 
gard the right line, except upon two accounts; 
£r{ij as it was eftabUftiedby law ; and, fecondljr, 

as 



Let.6. FROM Dr. SWIFT. 297 

as it hatE much weight in the opinions of the peo- 
ple ; for neccffity may abolifli any law, but cannot 
alter the fentiments of the vulgar ; right of inheri* 
tance being perhaps the moft popular of all topics : 
and thereforje in great changes, when that is broke, 
there will remain much heart-burning and difcon- 
tcnt among the meaner people, which, under a 
weak prince and corrupt admiBiftration, may have 
the worft confeqnences upon the peace of any 
jtate. 

As to what is called a revolution principle, my 
opinion was this. That whenever thpfe evils which 
uiuaily attend and follow a violent change of go* 
vernmenty were not in probability fo pernicious as 
the grievances we fuffer under a prcfent power, then 
the public good will juflify fuch a revolution. And 
this I took to have been the cafe in the Prince of 
Orange's expedition ; although rn the confequen* 
ces it produced fbme very bad efieAs^ which are 
likely to ftick long enough by us. 
• I had likewife in thofe days a mortal antipathy a- 
gainft ilanding armies in times of peace ; becaufe I 
dways took (landing armies to be only fervants hir- 
ed by the mafter of the family for keeping his own 
chilaren in flavery ; and becaufe I conceived, that 
a prince who could not think himfelf fecure with* 
imt mercenary troops, muft needs have a feparate 
intercft from that of his fubjedls; although lam 
not ignoi'ant of thofe artificial neceffitics which a 
corrupted mintftry can crcatefop keaping up forces 
to fupport a fadlion againft the public intereft. 

As to parliaments,. I adored the wifdom of that, 
Gothic inftitution which made them annual ; and 
I was confident our liberty could never be placed up- 
on a iirm foundation, until that ancient law were 
reftored among us. For who fees not, that while 
filch aflbmblies are permitted to have a longer du- 
ration, there grows up a commerce of corru^uo^ 
betweenr the minlAry and tlic dejuuts, -vVt-v^wv 
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they both find their accounts, to the manifeft dan- 
ger of liberty ? which traffic would neither anfwcr 
the defign nor expeace^ if parliaments met once a* 
year. 

I ever abominated that fcheme of politics, (now 
About thirty years old), of fetting up a moneyed 
intereft in oppoiition to the landed. For I conceived 
there could not be a truer maxim in our govern^ 
ment than this, That the poflefibrs of the foil are the 
beft judges of what is for the advantage of the 
kingdom. If others had thought the lame tray, 
fuD !s of credit and South-fea projefts would nei- 
ther have been felt nor heard or. 

I could never difcover the neceffitr of fiifpend^ 
kig any law upon which the liberty of the moft in- 
nocent peribns dq^eodcd ; neither do I think this 
{nraAice hath made the taile of arbitrary power fo 
agt eeable, as that we fhould deiire to fee k repeat- 
ed. Every rebellion fubdued and plot difcovcredf 
contribute to the firmer eftablifbmeat of the prince* 
In the latter cafe the knot of conrpirators b entire- 
ly broke, and they are to begin their work a ociR 
under a thoufand difadvantages : fo that thofe <B- 
ligent inquiries into remote and problematical goSttf 
with new power of infbrcing them by chains and 
dungeons, to every perfon whoie face a minifter 
thinks fit to diflike, are not only oppofite to that 
maxim, which declarcth it better that ten guilty 
men fliould efcape, than one innocent fti^rer; but 
likewire leave a gate wide open tp the whole tribe 
of informers, the mofl: accurfed, and proflitute» 
and abandoned race, that God ever permitted to 
plague mankind. 

It is true the Romans had a cuibcyn of chufing i 
diAator, during whofe adminil^ratlon the power of 
other magiftrates was fufpendcd. But this tvai. 
done upon the greateft emergencies ; a war near 
iheir doors, or fome civil dj^ention: for armies 
muA be governed, by a^bvu^t^ "^"vot. But when 
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tkc virrtw of th^ cVmitoOfiwcalth g^vt place ta 
hiiftiry atid amblttort, this vtry office of diffator 
hetktna perbefual, in the perfbns of ihe Cttfarsand 
Ibeif futcem}t3y the moflrinfattioln t^ra^s that havd 
Mlkf where appeared' in ftciy. 

Thefc are foitte of the lentirfterits I had relating 
t&ptibli« ^ai#s, While I ijjras in the world. Whae 
flwy are at prefertt, i» df Kttle in)porcatiec ejther tc> 
(hat or h^fclf : tidfhcr can I truly fay t have anj' 
it all; or, if I h^, I dave ndt Venttii^ to publiife 
^em: for however 6rthddox they miy be while I 
ftm now writing, they tnJiy become criminal em)ugh 
fo bring me intify trotible before midfumther. And 
indeed I have often wiflied, for fomc time p^lft^ 
that a political catechifm might be publiihed by au* 
thority four times a-year, in order to in{lru6t us 
Sow we are to Ijpeak, write, and aft, during the 
current quarter. I have by experience felt the 
want of fucli an inftruftor : for intending to make 
my court to feme people on the prevailing fide, by 
advancing certain old Whiggiih principles, which it 
ieems had been exploded about a month before, I 
liavepafied for adiffaffefted perfon. I am not igno- 
ranf bo^ idle a thing it is for a man in obfcuriiy 
Ito attempt defending his reputation as a writer^ 
while the fpirit of faftlon hath fo univerfally pof- 
ifefied the mii)ds of men, that they are not at ieiliue 
to Attend to any thing elfe. They will juft give them- 
lelved time to libel and sccufc me ; but cannot fpare 
a minute to hear my defence. So in a plot-difco- 
'Bering age, I have often known an innocent ]fta» ' 
felled and imprifoned^ and forced to lie ieveral 
Hbonths iii chains, while the minlflers were not at 
Idfure to hear his petition, until they had piofecut- 
4d and htoged the number they propofed. 

All I can reafonably hope for by this letter, is 
H) convince my friends, and others who are plca- 
fod to wifh me well, that 1 have neither been fo ill 
a Jubjejt^ Dor fo- ihipid an authos^ ^&\ \\^N«:\^et.tv 
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rcprefcntcd by the virulence of libellers ; whofe ma- 
lice hath taken the lame train in both, by fathering 
dangerous principles in government upon me, which 
I never maintained ; and iniipid produ£tions, which 
I am not capable of writiag. For, however I may 
have been foured by perfonal ill treatment, or by 
melancholy profpe^ for the public, I am too much 
a polirician to expofe my. own fafety by offenfive 
words. And if my genius and fplrit be funk by 
increafing years, I have at leaft enough difcretion 
left, not to miftake the meafure of my own abili- 
ties, by attempting fubjefts where thofe talents arc 
necefTary, which perhaps I may have \o& with my 
youth. • 



LETTER VII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. GAY. 



Dublin^ Jan. 8. 1722-3. 
/^Oming home after a fhort Chriftmas ramble, I 
^ found a letter upon my table ; and little ex- 
peftcd when I opened it, to read your nume at the 
bottom. The heft and preateft part of my life^un- 
til thefe laft eight years, I fpcnt in England ; there 
1 mada my friendfliips, and there I left my defires. 
I am condemned forever to another country. What 
is in prudence to be done ? I think, to be oUitufque 
mcorumy oblhnfccndm et illis. What can the deiign of 
your letter be but malice, to wake me out of a (cur- 
vy fleep, which however is better than none ? I am 
towards nine years older lince I left you ; yet that 
is the Icaft of my alterations : my buiinefs, my di- 
verfions, my converfations, are^ all entirely chan- 
ged for the worfe, andfo are my ftudies and my a- 

1 XE^^TSk^tVtS 
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mufements in writing. Yet, after all, this hum- 
djcnm way of Hfe might be paflable enough, if you 
would let me alone. I fhall not be able to relifh 
my wine, my parfons, my horfes, nor my garden, 
for three monihs, until the fpirit you have raifed 
ifaall be difpofTefled. I have fome times wondered 
diat I have not vifited you ; but I have been (lope 
by too many reafons, befides years and lazinefs : 
and yet thefe are very good ones. Upon my re- 
turn a»ter half a year amongft you, there would be 
to me dejiderio nee pudor nee modus, I was three 
years reconciling myfelf to the fcene, and the 
bufinefs to which fortune hath condemned me ; and 
ftupidity was what I had recourfe to. Befides, what 
a figure (hould I make in London, while my friends 
are in poverty, exile, diftrefs, or impriionment, 
and my enemies with rods of iron? Yet I oftenf. 
threaten myfelf with the journey, and am every 
iummer pra^lifing to get health to bear it : the on- 
ly inconvenience L<?, that I grow old in the experi- 
ment. Although I care not to talk to you as a di- 
vine, yet I hope you have not been author of your 
colic. Do you drink bad wine, or keep bad com- 
pany ? Are you not as many years older as I ? It 
will not be always, Et tibi quos ?nihi dempferet apfo* 
net annos. I am heartily forry you have any deal- 
ings with that ugly diftemper, and 1 believe our 
friend Arbuthnot will recommend you to temper- " 
ance and exercife. I wifh they could have as good 
an effect upon the giddinefs I am fubjeft to, and 
which this moment 1 am not free from. I ihould ,-. 
have been glad if you had lengthened your letter,; 
by telling me the prefent condition, of many of my 
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, 
irc,% but you mention only Mr. Pope, who, I be- 
lieve, is lazy, or elfe he might have added three 
lines of his own, 1 am extremely glad he is not in 
your cafe of needing great mens favour, and could ' 
heartily wiih that you were in \i\s. \Vvit.\ii^TC 
Vol. IX. Cc ^o\&'^^veci% 
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confidcrirtg \rhy poets haYc fuch ill fuccefs in m%» 
king tl}eir court, lince they are allowed to be the 
greateft and beft of all flatterers. The defedt is, 
that they -flatter only in print or in writiog, but not 
by word of mouth ; tli^y will give -things under 
their hand, which they make a con&ience of fpeak* 
ing. Befldes, they are too libertine to haunt anti- 
chambers, too poor to bribe porters and footmen, 
siad too proud to cringe to f;scond-hand favourites 
in a gpeat family. Tell me, are you not under o- 
riginal fin by the dedication of your eclogues to 
Lord Bolinbroke ? I am an ill judge at this difl:ance; 
and, befidcs, am, for my eafe, utterly ignorant of 
the commoncfl things that pafs in the world : but 
if all courts have a famenefs in them, (as the par- 
fons phrafe it), things maybe as they were in my 
time, ^vhen all employments went to parliament 
mens friends, who had been ufeful in ele^ons, and 
there was always a huge lid of names in arrears at 
tlie trcafury, which would at leafl: take up your fe* 
' ven years expedient to difcharge even one half, 1 
am of opinion, if you will not be offended, that the 
furelt courfe would be, to get your friend wha 
lodgeth in your lioufe to recommend you to the 
next chief governor who comes over here, for a 
good civil employment, or to be one of his fecreta- 
ries ; which your parliament-men are fond enough 
of, when there is no room at home. The wine is 
good and reafonable ; you may dine twice a-week 
at the deanery-houfe ; there is a fet of company in 
this town fufficient for one man ; folks will admire 
you, becaufe they have read you, and read 
of you ; and a good employment will make you 
irve tolerably in London, or fumptuoufly here ; 
or if you divide between both places, it will be for 
your health. 

I wifti I could do more than fay I love you. I left; 
^QU in a good way both for the late court, and the 
JSwQcSbn ; and by the force of too much honefty 
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oar. too lUtle fublunaiy wifdom, yon fell between 
two ftools. Take care of your health and moi>ey ; 
be left modeft, and more aftive; or clfe turn par- 
fon, and get a btibopric here j would to God ihejr 
would fend uf as good ones from your ilde ! 
I aitieveri ftc. 

t E T T E a Vffl. 

Mr. POPE to Dr. swin^;^^'^y 

Jm. 12. 1723. 

J Find a rebuke in a late letter of yours, that both - 
Aings and pleafeth me extremely. Your faying 
diat I ought to have writ a poflfcript to my friend ' 
Gay's 9 makes me content to write lefs thafi a whole 
Istter ; - and your feeming to take his kindly, gives 
sae iiepe»you will look uppn this as a (incere efteft . 
of friendfhip. Indeed, as I cannot but own the 
lazinefs with which you tax me, and with which t 
0iay equally charge you, for both of us have had 
{and one or us hath both had and given ^) a fur- 
feic of writing ; io } really thought you would knqxr 
yourfelf to be fo certainly in titled to my friend fliip, 
that it was a pofleffion you could not imagine ftoocL 
in need of ajiy furtho* deed^ or writings to alTimf 
I'ou of it. 

Whatever you fecm to think of your withdrawn < 
and feparate ftate at this diftance, and in this abfencc, 
D^ati fi|wi£t lives dill in England, in every place and : 
Coiz\paiiy where be would chufe to live ; and I find^ 
himiin;^ the converfations I keep, and in all tht 
hiC^s ih which I deiire any fhare. 

*^ Allowing to his lar^ e work on Hornet. 

Cc a "^^^-^ 
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We have never met thefe many years without 
mention of you* Bcfides my old acquaintance, 
I have jfound that all my friends of a later date are 
fuch as were yours before. Lord Oxford^ Lord 
Harcourt, and Lord Harley^ may lookupon^me 
as one entailed upon them by you. Lord Boling- 
broke is now returned (as I hope) to take me with 
all his other hereditary rights : and indeed hcjeems 
grown fo much a philofopher, as to (et his fiefart 
upon fome of them as little, as upon the poet you 
gave hun. It is Aire my ill fate, that all thofe I 
mofl loved, and with whom I moft lived, muft be 
banifhed.. After both of you left England, my 
coniVant hoft was the bifliop of Kotheft'er f. Sure, 
this is a nation that is curfedly afraid of being over- 
run with too much politenefs, and cannot regain 
one great genius, but at the expence of anoAtr |, 
I tremble for my Lord Pcterborow, (whom I now 
lodge with), he has too much wit as wdlas cou^ 
rage^ to make a foiid general * : and if he efcapel 
being banifhed by others, I fear he will banifh him- 
felf. This leads me to give you fome account of 
the manner of my life and converfation ; which has 
been infinitely more various and diffipated, than, 
when you knew me and cared for me ; and among 
all fexes, parties, and profeflions. A glut of ftu- 
dy and retirement in the firft part of my life caft 

•|- Dr. Atterbury. 

t The Bifhop of Rochei^er thought this to be indeed thscafc j and 
fhat the price agreed on for Lord B.'s return w^s hir banifhment : aa 
jmaginauon which f) ftiongly p >{refTed him when he went ab.oad, 
that all ibeexpoiluljtions of Ms friends could not cgnvince him of 
the folly of it. fTab. 

• This Mr. Walfh ferloufly thought to be the cafe, where, in a^ 
letter to Mr. Pope, he fiys, --- " When we were in the north,, my 
•* Lord Whartcn ihewed me a Ictte he had received from a certjin 
•• great general in Spain, [Lord Peterborow]. I told him, I would 
•* by all mrans have thai gerreral recalled, and fet to writing here at 
*' home; for it was impoffible that a man with Co much wit af he 
** fhewed, could be fit to command an a-^my, or do any o he( bufi- 
'' ncfsr 
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mc into this ; and this, I begin to fee, vfUl throw ' 
€Q€ again into fludy and retiremf nt. 

The civilities I have met vrith from oppofite-fets * 
of jpeople, have hindered me from being violent 
or four to any party ; but at the fame tiaie the ob- 
fervations and experiences I cannot but have xolle^- 
ed, have made me Icfs fond of, and lefs furprifed 
at any. I am therefore the more afflicted and the 
more angry at^ the violences and hardfhips I fee 
pra^tifed by either. The merry vein you knew me 
in, is funk into a turn of reflection, thit has n>ade 
the world pretty indifferent to liie ; and yet I have 
acquired a quietncfs of mind which by fits improves 
into a certain degree of chearfulnefs, enough ta^ 
make me juft fo good-humoured 1as to wilh that 
worFd well. My friendihips arc increafed by hew 
ones, yet no part of the warmth I felt for the old 
is diminifhed Averflons I have* none, but to ' 
ktiaves (for fools I have learned to bear with) ; . 
and fuch I cannot be commonly civil to ; for I think 
thofe men are next to knaves who cofiverfe with 
them. The greateft man in power of this fort fhall - 
hardly make me bow to him, unlefs J had a peria- 
nal obligation, and thit I will take care not to have. 
The top pleafure of my life is one I learned from 
you, both how to gain and how to ufe the freedom 
of friend (hip with men much my fuperiors. To 
have plcafed great men, according to Horace, is ^ 
praife ; but not to have flattered them, and yet not 
have difplcafed them, is a greater. I have carefully 
avoided all intercourfe with poets and fcribblei s, . . 
unlefs ^here by great chance I have found a mo- 
defl one. By thefe means' I have had no 
quarrels with any perfohally ; none have bebn ene- 
mies, but who were alfo ilrangers to me ; and as 
there is no great need of an ccltirciffment with 
fuch, whatever they writ or faid, I never retaliated^ - 
not only never feeming to know, but often really 
never knowing, any ill in^ of the ' iE.;\\teT • TVi^xt; 
C c 3 '^'^^ 
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are very few things that give me the anxiety of t 
wifh ; the ftrongeii I have, would be to pafs my 
days with you, and a few fuch as you ; but fate ha$ 
(Lifperfed them all about the world ; and I find to 
wiih it is as vain, as to wifh to fee the miHenoiDin 
mnd the kingdom of the juf^ upon earth. 

If I have finned in my long filence, coiifider 
there is one to whom you yourfelf have been m 
great a finner. As foon as you iee his hand, 
you will learn to do me jufticc, and feel in your 
heart how long a man may be fiient to thole he 
truly loves and rcfpefts. 

LETTER IX. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

T Am not fo lazy as Pope, and therefore you muft 
•*' not expeft from me the fame indulgence to lazi- 
nefs : in defending his own caufc he pleads yours, 
and becomes your advocate while he appeals to you 
as his judge. You will do the fame on your part; 
and I,, and the reft of your common friends, Ihall 
have great juftice to expeft from two fuch righteous 
tribunals. You refemble perfedly the two ale- 
houfe-keepers in Holland, who were at the fame 
time burgo-mafters of the town, and taxed one an- 
other's bills alternately. I declare before-hand I 
will not ftand to the award. My title to your 
friend fhip is good, and wants neither deeds nor 
writings to confirm it ; but annual acknowledg- 
ments at leaft are neceffary to prcferve it ; and I 
begin to fufpc^, by your defrauding me of them, 

that 
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iha^ you tiope ia ti»e to dilute it, and to urge 
pre&ilptkm againft me. I would not hj one 
nrord to you about mjfeV^ iiisce it is a fubjed off 
wrhidi you appear to have no curiofity, was it not 
to try how &r the contraft between Pope^s fortune 
and manner of life, and mine, may be carried. 

I have been, then^ infinitdy more uniform and . 
Jefs diffipated, than when you knew me and caretf 
for me. That love which I ufed to fcatter with 
ibme profiifion among the female kind, has been 
thefe many years devoted to one objeA. A great 
many misfortunesy (for fo they are called,, though 
ibmetimes very improperly), and a retirement from 
the world, have made that juft and nice diicrimi* 
nation between my acquaintance and my friends, 
which we have feldom fagacity enough to make for 
ourfelves ; thofe iniedls of various hues, which 
ufed to hum and buz about me while I flood in 
the Amfhine. have difappeared £nce I lived in the 
fhade. No man comes to a hermitage but for the 
fake of the hermit ; a few poilofophical friends 
C0*r.e often to mine ; and they are fuch as you 
would be glad to live with, if a dull climate and 
duller company have not altered you extremely 
from what you was nine years ago. 

The hoarfe voice of party was never heard in 
this quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets arc banifh- 
cd from it ; and if the lucubrations of Ifaac Dicker- 
flaff be admitted, this diftindion is owing to (bme 
Arokes, by which it is judged that this illuflrio\is 
philofopher had like the Indian Fohu, the Gre- 
cian Pythagoras, the Perfian Zoroafter, and o- 
thers his perfecutors among the Zabians, Magians^ 
and the Egyptian feeis) both his outward and his 
inward do^ine, and that he was of no fide at the 
bottom. When I am there, I forget I ever was of 
any party myfclf ; nay,^J am often fo happily abforb- 
' cd by the abftrafted reafon of things, that I am 
ready to imagine there was never au'j fiarfx \cs«vv^tx 



3p« LETfERS TO AND L€t.'9? 

as party. Alas, I am foon awakened fironif that 
pleaiing dream by the Greek and Roman hi(lo« 
riansy by Guicciardine by Machiavel, and Thua« 
nus ; for I have vowed to read no hiftory of our 
own coimtry, till that body of it, which you pro-^ 
mifed to finifli, appears *. 

I am under no apprehenfion that a glut of ftudy - 
and retirement fhould call me back^ into the huny 
ef the world; on the contraiy; the fihgle regret 
which I ever feel, is that I fell fo late into this 
sourfe of life : my philofophy -grows confirmed by 
habit ; and if you and I meet again, I will extort 
this approbation from you : Jam non conftlio bonui^ 
fed more ee perdudfus, ut non tan turn reEl facer e 
fofftm^ fed nift rt6lefacere fion pojjim. The little in- 
civilities I have met with from oppofite fets of peo- 
ple, have been fo far from rendering me vio^ 
lent or four to any, that I think myfelf obliged to * 
them all. Some have cured me of my fears, by 
(hewing me how impotent the malice of the world 
is ; others have cured me of my hopes, by fhewing 
how precarious' popular freindfhips are ; all have 
cured me of furprife. In driving me out of party; 
they have driven me out of curfld company ; and in 
dripping me of titles, and rank, and eftate, and 
fuch trinkets, which every man that will may fpare, 
they have given me that which no man can be hap- 
py without. 

Reflection and habit have rendei*ed the world fo 
indifferent to me, that I am neither afflidkd nor 
rejoiced, angry nor pleafed at what happens in it, 
any farther than perfonal friendfhips intereftme in 
the affairs of it ; and this principle extends my cares 
but a little way. PerfciH: tranquillity is the general 
tenor of my lifc^: good digeflions, ferene weather, 
and fomc other mechanic fprings, wind me above 
it now and then, but I never fall below it ; I am 

* See tb: Tccond note, p.* 290. above. 

fomc- 
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foitietimes gay, but I am never fad. I have gained 
new friends, and have loft ibmc old ones. My acqui- 
fitions of this kind giveme a good deal of pleafure, 
becanfe they have not been made lightly. I know 
no vows fo folemn as thofe of friendfliip, and 
therefore a pretty long noviciate of acquaintance 
fiiould, methinks, precede them. My lofTes of thiy 
kind give me but little trouble ^ B contributed no- 
thing to them ; and a friend who breaks with mc 
unjuftly, is not worth preferving. As foon as I 
leave this town, (which will be in a few days), I 
ihail fail back into that courfe of life which'kecps 
kuavesr-and fools at a great diftance from me : I 
have an averfion to them both, but in the ordinary 
courfe of life I think I can bear the fenfible knave 
better than the fool. One muft indeed with the 
former be in fomc or other of the attitudes of 
thofe wooden* men whom I have feeti before a 
fw6r<f-cutler's fhop in Germany : biit even ki theie 
conftrained poftures the witty rafcal will divert me$ 
and he that diverts me, does me a great deal of 
good, and lays me under an obligation to him, 
which I am not obliged to pay him in another coin. 
The fool obliges me to be almoft as much upon my 
guard as the knave, and he makes me no amends y 
he numbs n^e like the torpor, or he teafes m^ like 
the fly. This is the picture of an old friend, and 
more like him than that will be which you once 
aiked, and which he will fend you, if you continue 

ftill to defire it. Adieu, dear Swift ; with all 

thy faults I love thee entirely i niake an effort, an4 
love me on with all paiue. 



LET. 
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R£tunimg Irom ft fttttHncr cxpe(Bcl<m of ibvr 
mOBtks on aceoum of my health, I fidund ft 
letter from yon, '\^«th an a^eedix longer thaa 
Jrours from Lord Bolingbrc^e. I believe dMre it 
fiot a more^Biferable malady than ammwHIiagoeft 
fo write letters to -our bcft frkods ; and a «aa 
might he be phiMbpher enough in finding ^^ 
reafons for it. *Ooe thiBg is clear, that it Ihewi 
a flaighty diflereace bet<vvaxt fi4end'fluip and tore', 
for a lover (as I' have heard) is . aWays 4cr8)?. 
ftFrag to his miftrcfs. If I could permit myfaft^- 
beBeN'e what your civility makes me foy, that I am 
ftHl rcnembcTcd by my fnends inEn^and, I am in 

the right to keep myfclf here Non Jum qvalis 

tram. I left you in a period of nfc, when one 
year does- more execution than three at yours : to 
which if you add the dulnefe of the air, and of th^c 
•people, it wHl make a terrible fum. I have no 
very ftrong faith in your pretenders to retirement; 
you ai^ not of an iage for it, nor have gone 
through either good or bad fortune enough to go 
into a corner, and form conclufions (k centcmptu 
mundi et fugaf^cidi ; uolefs a poet grows weary 
of too much applaufe, as minifters do of too much 
weight of buGnefs. 

Yourhappinefs is greater than your merit, in chu- 

fing your favourites fo indifferently among either 

party; this ycu ovre panVj ^ l^^if ^dMcation, and 
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parti J tojotirgcniua) employbig you in an art in 
whkh fadioR ha& Hcthis^ to da ; for I fuppofe 
ykgiJ.aiKiHor»cc ^^irt ec^ally r«id by Whigs and 
Tories. Yoti faowe no more to do wkik the cenfti- 
tution of church and ftate, than a Chriftian at 
ConftMitinople ; and you are fo much the wifer 
and the happier, bccaufe both parties will approve 
ymr poetry as long as you , are known* to be oS. 
neither, 

YowT notions «Mriendihip arc new to ine ♦. 1 
believe every man is bovn with his qu^tniwm^ and 
be camiot give to one without robbing another, ( 
WFy well know to- whom I woxdd gii»e the firft 
places in my friendflig), but they are not in the 
way ; I am condemned to another icene ;. and. 
^refbre I diftribute it in pennyworths to thofe a* 
ixmt me^ and who difpleafe me. leaft ;. and iliould 
do the'fame to my fellow-prifoners, if I were con*^ 
demned to jaiK I can likewife tolerate knaves 
much better than foo^s, becaufe their knavery does 
me no hurt in the commerce I have with them \> 
iwhich, however, I own is more dangercms, thoiigh 
not fb troublefome as that of fools« I -have of tea 
endeavoured to eihibliih a friendihap among all 
men of genius^ and would fain have it done : tbejf 
aire feldom above three or four contemporaries ; 
and if they could be united, would drive the world 
before them. I think it was fo among the poets 
in the time of Auguftus ; but envy^ and party, 
and pridfe, have hindered it among us. I do not 
include the Aibalterns, of which you are feldom 
without a large tribe. Under the name of poets 
and fcriLblers, I fuppofe you mean the fools you 
are content to fee fometimes when they happen to 
be moddft ; which was not frequent among them 
while I was in the world. 

• YxX they are the CijfiftLinNnoJons. Vf^arh, 
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I would dcfcribe to you my way of living, if any 
method could be called fo in this country. I chufe 
my companions among thofe of leaft confequence 
and moft compliance. I read the mo(l trifling 
books; I can find : but riding, walking, and fleep- 
ing, take up eighteen of the twenty four hours I 
procraftinate more than I did twenty years ago ; 
and have ieveral things to finifh, which I put off 
to twcntv' years hence: Hac eft vita filutorum, 
ic 'I lend you the compliments of a friend of 
yours, who hath pafled four months this fVimmer' 
with two grave acquaintance at his counti7-houlc, 
without ever once going to Dublin, which is but 
eight miles diftant ; yet when he returns to Lon- 
don, I will engage you fhall find him as deep in the 
court of requefts, the park, the operas, and the 
cofFee-houfe, as any man there. I am now with 
him for a few days. 

You muft remember me with great affefVioo to 

Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Congrevc, and Gay. I 

think there are no more codtin tenio^s between you 
and me, except Mr. Jervas, to whofe houfe I ad- 
drefs this, for want of knowing where you live : 
for it was not clear from your laft, whether you 
lodge with Lor^ Peter borow, or he with you. 

I am ever, 6c. 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx)o<:xxxxxxxxxx 

LETTER XI, 

Sept, 14. 1715. 

I Need not tell you with^ what real delight I 
fhould have done any thing you defired, and in 
particular any good offices in my power tmvards 
the bearer of your letter who is this day gone for 
I France, 
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France. Perhaps h is with poets as with prophets ; 
they are fo much better liked in another countr]r 
dian their own, that your gentleman, upon arriv- 
ing in England, loft his curiofity concerning me. 
However, had he tried, he had found me his 
friend ; I mean, he had found me yours. I am 
difappointed at not knowing better a man whom 
you efteem, and comfort myfelf only^with having 
got a letter from you ; with which, after all, I lit 
down a gadner ; iince, to my great pleafure, it con- 
firms my hope of once more feeing you. After fo 
many difperfions and fo many diviiions, two or 
three of us may iftay yet be gathered together; not 
to plot) not to contrive filly fchemes of ambition j 
or to vex our own or others hearts with bufy va- 
nities, (fuch as perhaps at one time of life or other 
^ake their tour in every man) ; but to divert our- 
■felves, and the world too if it pleafes, or at worfl-, 
to laugh at others as innocently and as unhurtfully 
. as at ourfelves. V our travek * I hear much of ; 
iny own, I promife you, fhall never more be in a 
flrange land, but a diligent, I hope ufeful, invefli- 
gation of my own territories f. I mean no more 
tranflations, but fomething domedic, fit for my 
own country, and for my own time. 

If you come to us, I'll find you elderly ladies 
enough that can halloo, and two that can nurfe^ 
and dhey^are too old and feeble to make too much 
noife ; as you will guefs, when I tell you they arc 
my own mother and my own nurfe. I can alfo 
help you to a lady who is as deaf, though not fo 
old, as yourfelf ; yoiiHl be pleafed with one ano- 
ther: I'll engage, though you don't hear one ano-* 
ther : you'll converfe like fpirits by intuition. 
What you'll moft wonder at, is, fhe is confiderable 
at court, yet no party-woman ; and lives in courts 
yet would be eafy, and make you eafy. 

• Gulliver. f Theeir^y onmiA. 

Vol. IX. Dd ^^A 
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One of -tWis you menrion. (and I dare fay, 4* 
nf ys will renumber) Dr Ai^biitboot, k at t^ 
time ill of a veiy daagerous difteipp^, aa imp-^jf^* 
humeio the ^wels ; which is broke^ hut the ^yeiH 
U very .tiaf^ei tain. Whatever that be, (hebids^Eie 
tdl you, aod I wcite this by hi^)i he live$ or diff 
yow faithftil friend ; and ooe i^afoa he lias to dp« 
£re a little longer li£e, is die wHk m Tee yoi^ oficft 
more. 

He is gay enough in this circii^ftaoce to tel) ' 
you, he would give you (if he. coidd) fuch advice 
as might cur^ your deafnefs ; but he could not ad* 
vife you, if you W:are cured, tp quk the pc*etcnce 
of it, becauie you may by tha( .means he^ as xauck 
as yon m]\^ ;s^^ ^afwer a^ Iktl^ as |^ou pleafe« B«« 

Yours, ficCii 



L E T T E R XII. 
From Dr. SWIFT. 



Sept. 29. 1 7? J. 
T Am now rcturoi»g to the noble fcene of Dub* 
^ Isa, into the grand monde^ for fear of burying 
my pasts ; to fignalize myielf among curates and 
vicars, and corre6^ all corruptions crept in relating 
to the weight of bread and butter, through tho^ 
dominions where I govern. I have employed my 
^me (befides ditching) in finifhing, corre^ng 
amending, and traoicring my travels *, in four parti 

• GulHvcr'jTnvtVi* 
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Ttete^ nevdf augmented and intended for the 
; when the world ihall deferve them, or rathet 
1 a printer fhall be foimcHsMrave enotigk to- ven- 
his ears- Flike the fchcmc of oar meeting af- 
iftrefies and difperi&OB^ ; bnt the cbief eiid I 
ofe to mj^lf in all ztiy labours, is to tex tfat 
d, rapther than ditert it ; and if I could coni- 
that defign, wtthorot htirtiog tny <)i;m p«rfeA' 
ortHne^ I would h^ the riioft lodefttigaMb 
r you have evef feen withouc readtng. i wA 
rdiagly pleafed that yotf have ddnti With trari^ 
IS. Ijcrd TreaAirer 0^fui*d often laiH^Rted^ 
, rafcally world ihould lay you under a ncceflSty 
nftmployuig you>r geniiis for fo k)i]g a' time, 
nice you will now be fo much better etnpkjyv. 
rhen you think erf the vCEorld, give it 9»e lafli 
tore at my requeOl. I have dve* hatec^aM 
HfS, profeffions, and ecimmtinities^; Mifd all m^ 
Is towards individaa^s, Forkiftanc^y^ Ihftte tht 
of lawyers ; but I l4)ve Co«mfeiroF fuch a oiie^ 
tidge ftich a oiie. Ti« lb wiefa pbyficians, (I 
ot (peak df my own tf ad^) feldiersy Jjo^iSin 
h, French^ awl the reft. Bu(t prkidpail* I 
ahd detei)' th^ anftnal' cafi«d 7Mm,'^Mim^ V 
ily love John, Feter^ Tlbdmasy *ftdfofertlv, 
is the fyftem upon tvMch I hate gcf^trmdt n^ 
lany years^ (btrt do not tell) and fo IfhaHgn* 
I 1 have done with them^ I ha?vc g©t mate- 
towards a treatife, proving tiie fetety €f£ that 
licMi^, amrnal ratiomde, and t/^ ftiew if? Hiodld 
\j ralf^nh capax. Upon this gtfeat #iuo<l*fc 
if Hftifanthropy (though not in;Thno«*5 man^^ 
&tt whole building of my travels, is erefted ^ 

never wfll have peace of nnind till all honeft 
ire of my opinion. By eoniequence yo^ate to 
!we it immedi^itely, and procure that »H whd^ 
fc my efteem may do fo too. The t»a«;<r i& fo^ 

that it wiU admit of no difpute; nay, I will 
D d z Vi;^^ 
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hold a hundred pounds, that you and I. agree » 
the point. 

I did not know ycmr Odyfley was finifhed, being 
yet in the country, which I fhall leave m jrhrec 
days. I thank you kindly for the prefent, but fhall 
like it three fourths the lefs, for the mixture you 
mention of other hands; however, I am glad you 
faved yourfclf fo much drudgery.- — I have been 
told by Mr. Ford of your great atchievements ia 
building and planting, and efpecially of your fub- 
terranean paflage to your garden, whereby you 
turned a blunder into a beauty, which is a piece of 
ars poe:tca. 

I have almoft done with Harridans, and ihall 
foon become old enough to fall in love with girls 
of fourteen. The lady whom you defcribe to live 
at court, to be deaf, and no party-woman^ I take 
to be Mythology, but know not how to moralize 
it She cannot be mercy : for Mercy is neither 
deaf, nor lives at court : Juftice is blind, and per- 
haps deaf; but neither is ihea court-lady : For* 
tune is both blind and deaf, and a court- ladj; 
but then fhe is a moft damnable party-woman, and 
will never make me eafy, as you promife. It muft 
be riches, which anfwers all your defcription. I 
am glad fhe vifits yoy ; but my voice is foweak^ 
that I doubt flie will never hear me. 

Mr. Lewis fent me an account of Dr. Arbudi- 
jiot*s illnefs ; whkh is a very fenfible afiliftion to 
me, who, by living fo lon^ out of the world, 
have loft that hardnefs of heart conti*aAed by 
years and general converfation. I am daily lof- 
mg friends, and neither feeking nor getting 0- 
thers. Oh, if the world had but a dozen of Ar- 
buthnots in it, I would burn my travels! But how- 
ever he is not without fault. There is a paflage ift 
Bede, highly commending the piety and learnings of 
the Iriih in that age; inrhere, after abundance of 

praifes 



ITet. «. FROM Dr. SWIFK 317: 

praifesy he overthrows them all^ by lamenting 
that^ alas I they. kept Eader at a wrong time of the 
year. So our Doctor has every quality and virtue 
that can make a man amiable or ufeful y butr alas, < 
he hath a fort of flouch in his walk ! I pray God 
pfote£^ him, for he is an excellei1t^Chri(^tany ^o^ ^" 
not a Catholic. 

I hear nothing .of our friend Gay, but I 'fiiid iKc * 
court keeps him at hard meat. I advifed hitn to - 
come over here with a Lord Lieutenant. . Philips - 
writes Ijfde flams (as Lord Leicefter called thofo 
fort of veries) on Mifs Carteret. A Dublin black* 
fmith, a great poet, hath imitated his manner in a - 
poem to the faid Mifs. Philips is a complainer ^ 
and on this occaiion I told Lord Carteret^ that 
complainers never fucceedied at court, though rail-^- 
ttps do. 

Are you altogether a country-gentleman, that P^ 
muft addrefs to-youout of London, to the hazard- - 
of your lofing this precious letter, which I will now ' 
conclude, although fa much paper is left i - 1 have 
an ill namcv and therefore ihall not Aibfcribe it, 
but you will guefs it comes from one who efteems ^^ 
and loves you about half as much as ygu -defervey* ? 
I mean as much as he can. > 

I am in great concernat what I am juft toldis ' 
in fome of the news papers, that Lord Bolingbroke 
js much hurt by a fall in hunting. I am glad he- 
has fb much youth and vigour left, (of which he 
hath not been thrifty) ; but I wonder he has na>^ 
; difcretion. 
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I Am wonderfully pkafed witth the fuddye^nds 
of your kind anTwev. It makes mt hope you 
are combig towards us» and tkat yon incline more 
and more to your old friends, in proportion as 
you draw nearer to them, and are getting into our 
vortex. Here is pne who was^once a powerful 
planet, but lias (after long experience, of ail that 
comes of ftiining) learned to be. cooteni^ with re- 
turning to his firft point, without the thought or 
ambition of fhining at all. Here is aaoithery who 
thinks one of the greatefb gkwpies of his father 
was to have diftingui&ied and loved you» asid who 
loves hereditarily. Here is Arbuthno*^ recovered 
from the jaws of death, and more pleaftd with, the 
hope of feeing you again, thaa of iieviewing » 
world ; every part of which he has long detpiied^ 
but what is made up of a few men like youriielf. 
He goes abroad again, and. is more chearfuA than 
^ver health can make a man ; (for he has- a gv>o<J 
confcience into the bargain, which is the moft o 
tholic of all remedies, though not the moli unt* 
verfal). I knew it would be a pkafkre to you to- 
hear this, and in truth that made me writs, iito fooft 
to you. 

I am forry poor P. is not promoted in this age; 
for certainly if his rewards be of the next, he is of all 
poets the moft miferable. I amalfo forry for another 
reafon ; if they don't promote him, they'll fpoil 
the concludon of one of my fatircs, where having 
endeavoured to corredl the taftc of the town in 
wit and criucifm, I end thus^> 
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JStt/ witdtf tftfttt/i f<9 lay down rules fir finfk f 
In ——V nign thejefrttkkfs lines were turvt^ 
When Awhrye Philips wm preferred for witl 

Our {ricnA G^f is ufed as the friend of Tories aaee 
Isif Whig» (zad geoeESkllybv Tories too).. Becau£s 
ke had bumour^ li£ was mppofed to have deait 
with Dr. Swift r in likq manner as when any one 
hstd karmBg formerly 9 he Wiis thought to have deak 
with the deyii. He pats his whole tmii at court inr 
that lady whom I deKrihedi t» yon, and whom yoa 
take to hp an allegorical creature of faocy. 1 wifh 
flie Feallyr-were riches for his fake; though as for 
jour's, I qaieflion whether (if you knew her) yoa 
would change her for the other. 

Lord Boliogbroke had not the lea^ harm, b^r hid 
£ili. I wifh he had received bo more by his other 
fell. Lord Oxford had none by his. Bui* Loindi 
Bolingbroke is the moft improved mind fince youi 
firar hiaky that ever was improved^ without Shifting 
mto a nqw body or being 5 pau/o minus ab angelit^ 
I have often imagined to myfelf,. that if ever all 06 
vs naeet! again, after fo many varieties and changes^ 
after £b much of the old world and of the old man 
ki each of us has been altered, that fcarce at fingle 
thought of the one, any more than a fingle atom; 
•f the other^ remains juf^ the farme ;. I'v4c fancied, i 
ikjy that we fliould meet like the righteous in the.mil*^ 
lennium, qutte in peace, diveiled of all our former 
paffiofuv iflntling' at our paft follies^ and content tit 
enjoy the kingdom of the ]\xQt in traj^quitii^y. Bus 
I find y^cra would rather be employed as an. aven* 
ging angel of wrath,, to break yorur vial of indigna^* 
tion over the heads of the wretched creatures of 
this world ; nay, would make them ent your booky 
which you have made,, I doubt nor, as bitter a pill 
for them as,po£ble. 
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I won't tell you what deiigns I have in my head 
(befides writing a fet of maxims in oppofitiou to all . 
Ro€hefoiicanlt*s principles ♦) till I fee you hcre^^ 
face to face. Then you fhall have no reafon to 
complain of me, for want of a generous difdain of 
diis world, though I have not loft my ears in yours 
and their fervice. Lord Oxford too (whom I have 
now the third time mentioned in this letter, and he- 
dcferves to be always mentioned in every thing that 
is addrefled to you, or comes from you) expe£b - 
you : that ought to be enough to bring you hither : 
*tis a better reafon than if the nation expefted you. 
For I really enter ais fully as you can defire, 
into your principle of love of individuals ; and I 
think the way to have a public fpirit, is firft to have 
a private one : for who can believe, (faid a friend 
or mine), that any man can care for: a hundred 
thoufand people, who never cared for one ? No > 
ill humoured man can ever be a patriot, any more 
than a friend. 

} I deiigned to have left the following page for Dr. • 
Arbuthnot to fill; but he is fo touched with the 
period in yours to me concerning him, that he in- 
tends to anfwer it by a whole letter ■ He tools 
bufy about a book, which Igucfs he will tell you 

of. So adieu What remains worth ellingyou? 

Deap Berkley is well, and happy in the profecution 
of his fchcme. lord Oxford and I^rd Bolingbroke 
in health; Duke Difney io alfo; Sir WUliac* 
Wyndham better ; Lord Barthurft well. Thefc^ 
and fome others, prefcrve their ancient honour and 
and ancient friendfhip. Thofe who do neither, if 
they were d — d, what is it to a Proteftant prieft, 
who has nothing to do with -the dead i I anfwer, 

• This is only faid as an obliquiTreproof of the horrid in»f«nthro- 
py in the foregoing letter j and which he fuppufcd might be chiefly 
occafioned by the Darn's fcRdneis lor Rochefoucault, wboferaaxirot ' 
ate foundeo on the principle cf an univcifa} felfiftocTi in bttOMii na<* 

for 
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for my own part, as a Papift, I would not pray 
them out of purgatory- 

My name is a$ bad an oae as yours, and hated 
by all bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to 
Gildon and Gibber. The firft prayed againft mc 
with the Turk, and a modern imitator of theirs 
(whom I leave you to find out) has added the 
Chriflian to them^ with proper oefinitions of ead^ 
ki this manner ; 

The Pbpe's the whore of Babylon,, 

.The Turk he is a Jew ;, 
The C^riftian is an infidel 

Th^t fitteth in a pew, 

LETTER XIV. 
From Dr. SWIFT. 



Nov. 26. 1725. 

T Should fooner have acknowledged yours, If %■ 
* feverifli difordi^r, and the relics of k, had not 
difabled me for a fortnight. I now begin to make 
excufes, becaufe 1 hope I am pretty near feeing 
you, and therefore I would cultivate an acquain- 
tance ; becaufe if you do not know me when we meet, 
you need only keep one of my letters,.and compare 
It with my face ; for my face and letters are coun- 
ter-parts of my heart. J fear I have not expreflcd 
that right ; but I mean- well, and I hate blots. I 
look in your letter, and in my confcience you fay 
the fame thing, but in a better manner. Pray tell 
my Lord Bolingbroke, that I wifh he were banifli- 
ed again ; for then I fhould hear from him, when 
ke was full of philofophy, and talked cte conteiYv^t^k 
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mundi. My Lord ttiford was fo eictreiticly kind as 
to write to me immediately an account of his fon'* 
birth: which I immediately acknowledged;, but 
before my letter could reach him, I wilh^d it inr the 
fca. I hope I was more afflicted than his Lc^fhip. 
"Tis hard that parfofis and begga*s flKmkl be over- 
run with bratff, ^hrle fo great and good s haxAt^ 
\j waats an heir to continue it. I hare recemii 
his father's pifture, but I lament Uiih figifb cmft^ 
Jionis) that it is not lb tru« a re&rnblance as I couldr 
wiih. Drown the world ! I am, not content with 
defpinng it^ but I would anger it,, if I coold with 
fafety. I wifh theie were an hofpiul built for its 
defpifers, where one might aft with fafety ; and it 
need not be a large building, only I would have it 
ire]l endctwed. if** is fori eBancettaht^ ^hctber \d 
(hall turn parfon or no. But all employments here 
are engaged, or in reveriion, Gaft wits and caft 
beaux have a proper fanftuary hi Ae church' : yer 
we think it a fevere judgement, that a fine gentle- 
man, and fo much the finer for hsNing ecclefiaftics, 
fhould be a domeftic humble retainer to an Irifli 
prelate. He is neither fecretary nor gentlcmanf 
uftier, yet ferves in both capacuies. He hath pii'- 
Uiihcd ieverad reaibns why he never Came to fee 
me ; but the bell is, that i have not waited on \m 
LordOup. We have had a poem ient from Lett»- 
Aotk^ HI imitation of that on Mifs- Carteret. I-t ii^ 
on Mifs Hervey oi" a d^iy old ; and we fay and think 
it is yours. I wiih it were not, becaufe I am againfi 

jBQono^ies. You might have fpticed me a few 

more lioes of your fotire, but I hope in a fevf 
months to fee it all. To hear boy » like you tayL ofi 
millexuums and tFanquillicy ! I am older by thirty 
years, I. ord Bolingbrc^e by twenty, and you buC 
by teft, than when we laft w^re togpiher ; and we 
Ihould differ more than ever, you coquetting ^ 
maid of honour, my Lord looking on to- fee how 
iJ^e ^ameikrs play, and L railmg at you both. I 
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defire you and all my friends will take a fpecial 
care, that my diffaffedbion to the world may not be 
inip^ad to iny ^ ; £5r I have qredible ^itBcQct 
ready to depofe, tlaat it hath never varied from the 
twenty-firft to the f-ty-eighth year of my life, 
(pray'fill that blank charitakly), I tell you after 
ally that I dd not hate mankind ; it is vous autres 
who hate them, becaufe you would have them rea- 
fonable animals^ and are angry at bei^g difappoint^ 
ed. I have always ' f^efled that definition, ani 
made another ox my own. I am no mOrc angry 

with . than 1 was with the ilte that laft week 

flew away with o«e of my chickens ; and yet I was 
pteafed when one of mv fervants fliot him two days 
after This I fay, becaufe you are fo hardy as to 
teU ipe of your intentions to write maxims in oppo- 
fltion to Rochefoucault, who 'is my favourite, be-^ 
caufe I found my^hole cli&ra£ler in him • : how^- 
cver, I will read him again, becaufe it is poflible 1 
may have fince undergone fome alteration. — - 
Take care the bad poets do not outwit you, a$ 
they have ferved tlie good ones in every age, whom 
they have 'provoked to tranfmit their names to po- 
fterity. Moevius is as well known as Virgil ; and 
GUdoa will be as well known as you, if his name 
gets into your verfes : and as to the difltrencc be- 
tween good and bad fame, 'tis a perfedl trifle. I 
alk a thoufand pardons, and fo leave you for this 
time, and will write again, without concerning 
inyfelf whether yau write or no. 

I am, &c. 

. • This tr.ethinlcs, \% no great conipl!ipent to his own heart, jyarl. 
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LETTER XV. 

Dec. 10. 172?, 
T Find myfelf the better acqaamted with you for a 
'- long abfence, as men are with themfelves for a 
long amidtion. Abfence do^s but hold off a friend, 
to make one fee him the more truly. I am infinite* 
ly more pleafed to hear you are coming near us, 
than at any tbing you feem to think in my favour; 
an opinion which has perhaps been aggrandized by 
the diftance or dulnefs of Ii^land, as objeAs look 
larger through a medium of fogs : and yet I am 
infinitely pleafed with that too. I am much die 
happier for finding (a better thing than our wits) 
our judgements jump in the notion, that allfcrib« 
biers (liould be paffed by in filence. To vindicate 
one*s felf againft fuch nafty flander, is much as 
wife as it was in your countryman, when the people 
imputed a ft ink to him, to prove the contrary by 
Ihewing his backlide. So let Gildon and Philips 
reft in peace ! What Virgil had to do with Moevius, 
that he fliould wear him upon his fleeve to all eter- 
nity, I don't know. I have been the longer upon 
this, that I may prepare you for the reception both 
you and your works may poflibly meet in England. 
We your true acquaintance, will look upon you as 
a good man, and love you ; others will look upon 
you as a wit, and hate you. So you know the 
worft ; unlefs you are as vindicative as Virgil, or 
the aforcfaid Hibernian, 

i wifti as warmly as you for an hofpital in which 

to lodge the defpifers of the world ; only I fear it 

would be £lled wholly^ like Chelfeai with maimed 

\ feldiers. 
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Toldiers, and fuch as had been difabled in its fervice. 
[ would rather have thofe that, out of fuch gene- 
rous principles as you and I, defpife it, fly in its 
face, than retire from it. Not that I hsxc much 
mger againfl the gr-eat ; my fpleen is at the little 
rogues of it. It would vex one more to i>e knock- 
m1 on the head with a pifs pot, than by a thunder- 
bolt. As to great oppreflors, they are Kke kites 
or eagles ; one experts mifchief from them : but 
to be fquirted to death (as poor Wycherly faid to 
cne on his deathbed) by apothecaries apprentices^ 
by the under- ftrappers of under-fecretaries to fe- 
cretaries who were no fecretaries — this would prg- 

eoke as dull a dog as Ph s himfelF. 

So much for enemies : now for frietids Mr. 
L — thinks all this indifcrect^ the Do<Stor not fo : 
he loves mifchief the bed of any good-natured 
man in England. Lor4 B. is above trifling. When 
he writes of any thing in this world, he is more 
than mortal ; ** if ever he trifles, it muft be when 
'' he turns a divine." Gay is writing tales for 
Prince William. I fuppofe Mr. Philips will take 
this very ill, for two rcafons ; one, that he thinks 
aH childifli things belong to him ; and the other, 
becaufe he'll take it ill to be taught, that one may 
wiite things to a childj without being childifh. 
What have I more to add, 1)ut that Lord Oxford 
defires earneftly to fee you ; and that many others, 
whom you do not think the worfl: of, will be gra- 
tified by it ; None more, be aflured, than • 

Tour's, &c. 

T, S, Pope and you are very great wits, and, I 
think, very indifFerent philofophers. If you defpi- 
fed tlie world as much as you pretend, and perhaps 
believe, yOu would not be fo angry with it. The 
founder of your fe^, that noble original whom you 
think it fo great an lionour to Tclemble *, was a 

* Seneca, 

Vol. IX. Ee ^-Ji::^^ 



cious thing. I fhould blufli alike, to be difc 
fond of the world, or picqucd at it. Your 
nition of anknil rationis capax^ inftead 
common one animal rationale^ will not bear 
nation. Define but reafon, and' you will fl 
your diftindtion is no better than that of the \ 
Cotta, between mala ration and bona ratio. 
noughofthis. Make usavi/it; and 1*11 fu^ 
to any fide of thefe important queftions whii 
pkafe. We differ lefs than you imagine p« 
when you wiflied me banilhed again ; but I \ 
lefs true to you and to philofophy in En 
than I was in France. 

Your'*, &c, . 
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LETTER XVI. 
From Dr. SWIFT. 
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My Lord Peterborow fpoiled every body's dinner, 
but efpecially mine, with telling us, that you were 
detained by ficknefs. Pray let' me have three lines 
under any hand of pot-hook that will give xne a 
better account of your health ; which concerns me 
more than others, becaufe I love and efteem you 
for reafons that mofl others have little to do with» 
and would be the fame althot^h you had never 
touched a pen, further than with writing to me. 

I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing 
for my journey. 1 will endeavour to think of you 
as little as lean ; and when I write to you, I will 
ftrive not to think of you. This I intend in return 
CD your kindnef^ ; and further, I know no body has^ 
dealt with me fo cruelly as you ^ tlie confequences 
of which ufage I fear will lafl as long as xaj life ; 
forfo long ihaU I be, in fpite of my heart, entiie- 
ly your's. 

L L T T Er R XVII: 

Aug.^i, 1726. . 
Tl^'Any a fliort figh you coft m^ the day I left 
^^ you, and many more you will coft nae, till 
&e day you return, I really walked about like a 
man baniihed ; and when I cafne home, found k 
no home, Tis a fenfation lik^ that of a limb lop- 
ped off; one is trying every minute unawares to ulc 
it, and find& it is not. I may fay you have ufed me 
more cruelly than you have done any other man-i 
you have made it more impoilible for me to live a^ 
ea(e without you. Habitude itfelf would have donq 
that, if I had kis friendiliip in my nature than I 
bave. Befides my natur^ memory of you^ ^you 
have made a local one, which prefenis you to mc 
Ec 2 *>sjk^ 
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in every place I freqnent. I fliall never more think 
of Lord Cobham*Sy the woods of Ciccter, or the 
pleafing profpcft of Byberry, but your idea muft 
be joined with them ; nor fee one feat in my own 
garden, or one room in my own houfe, without a 
phantom of you, fitting or walking before me. I 
ri:avelled with you to Chefter, I fek the extreme 
heat of the weather, the inns, the roads, the con- 
finement and clofenefs of the uneafy coach, and 
wiflied a hundred times I had dther a deanery or 
a horfe in my gift. In real truth, I have felt my 
foul pecvifli ever fincc with all about me, from a 
warm uneafy dcfire after you. I am gone out of 
myfelf to no purpofe. andtrannot catch you. /«• 
Uat in pedes was not more properly applied to a poor 
dog after a hare, than to ine-with regard to your 
departure. I wifli I could think no more of it, but 
lie down and ileep till we meet again, and let that 
day (how far foever off it be) be the morrow. Since 
I cannot, may it be my amends, that every thing 
you wifh may attend you where you are, and that 
you may find every friend you have there in the 
ftate you wiih him or her ; fo that your vifits to us 
may have no other effect, than the progrefs of a 
rich man to a remote eftate, which ht finds great- 
er than he expe£Ved ; which knowledge only ferves 
to make him live happier where he is, with no dif- 
agreeable profpeft if ever he fhould chufe to re- 
move. May this be your ftate till it become what 
I wifh. But indeed I cannot exprefs the warmth 
with which Iwifh you all things, and myfelf you. 
Indeed you are in graved elfe where than on the cups 
you fent me, (with fo kind an infcription), and I 
might throw them into the Thames without injury 
to the giver. I am not pleafed with them, but take 
them very kindly too : and hadi fufpefted any fuch 
\ifage from you, I fhould have enjoyed your com- 
pany lefs than I really did ; for at thb rate I may 
iar. 

Nee 
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Nee tecum poffum vivere, nee fine te. 

Y will bring you over juft fuch another prefenr, 
when I go to the deanry of St. Patrick's : which I 
promife you to do, if ever I am enabled to return 
ypur kindnefs. Donarem pateras. Sec. Till then 
111 drink (or Gay (hall drink) daily healths to you^ 
and I'll add to your infcription the old Roman vow^ 
for years to come, VOTk> X. VOTIS XX. My^ 
mother's age gives me authority to hope it for- 
ypur's. Adieu. 



i; E T T E R XVIli. 

Sept. 3. 1726. 
VOur's to Mr. jGay gave me greater fatisfaftion ' 
•*• than that to me (though that gave me a great' 
deal) ; for to hear that you were fafe at your jour- 
ney's end, exceeds the account of your fatigues 
while in the way to it : otherwife believe me, every, 
title of each is important to me, which fcts any one 
thing before my eyes that happens to you^ I writ 
you a long letter, which I guefs reached* you the 
day after your arrival. Since then I had a con- 
ference with bir • , who exprcfled his defire 

of having feen you again before you left us. He 
faid, he obferved a wUlingnefs in you to live among 
us ; which I did not deny ; but at the fame time 
told him, you had no fuch delign in your coming 
this time, which was merely to fee a few of thofe* 
you loved : but that indeed all thofe wifhed it, and 
particularly Lord Peterborow and myfelf, >ylio wifli- 
ed you loved Ireland lefs, had you any reafon to love 
England more. I faid nothing but what I think 
would induce any man to be as fond of you as I s 
E e 3 -^-^Jxcl 
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plain truth, did they know either it or you. I can't 
help thinking (when I confider the whole fhort lift 
of our friends), that none of them except you and 
I, are qualified for the mountains of Wales. The 
Doftor goes to cards. Gay to court ; one lofes 
money, one lofes his time : another of our friends 
labours to be unambitious, but he labours in an 
unwilling foil. One lady you like Has too much of 
France to be fit for Wales : Another is too much 
a fubjeft to princes and potentates, to relifh that 
wild tafte of liberty and poverty. Mr. Congpeve ifi 
to fick to bear a thin ^irt and flie that leads him, 
too rich to enjoy any thing. Lord Peterborow can 
go to any climate, out never ftay in any. Lord 
Bathurft is too great a hufbandman to like barren 
hills, except they are his -own to improve. Mr. 
Bethel indeed is too good and too honeft to live in 
the world ; but yet 'tis fit, for its example, he 
ihould. We are left to ourfelves,^ in my opinion, 
and may live where we pleafe, in "\^ales, Dublin, 
or Beimudas : and for me, I affure you I love the 
world fo well, and it loves me fo well, that I care 
not in what part of it I pafs the reft of my days, I 
fee no funihine but in the face of a friend. 

I had a glimpfe of a letter of yours lately, by 
which I find you are (like the vulgar) apter xx> 
think well of people out of power, than of people 
in power ; perhaps 'tis a miftake, but however 
there's fomething in it generous. Mr. ♦ ♦ * takes 
it extremely kindly, I can perceive, and he has a 
great mind to thank you for that good opinion, for 
which I believe he is only to thank his ill fortune ; 
for, if I km not in an error, he would rather be 
in power, than out. 

To fliew you how fit I am to live in the moun- 
tains, I will, with great truth, apply to myfelf an 
old fentence : " Thofe that are in, may abide in ; 
** and thofe that are out, may abide out : yet to 
** me, thofe that are in fliall be as thofe that are 

•' out, 
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*^ out, and ibofe that arc out ihall be aschofe that 
" are in,*' 

. I' am indifferent as to all tbofe matters.) but I miis' 
you a$ much a3 I did the firft day, when (with a 
fliort figh) I parted. Whcre-evcr you arc, (or on 
the mountains of .Waks,.or on the coaA of DubUn. 

Tu mihi, fau magni fuperas jam faxa Tima vi, 
Sive Oram lUytici legis ^pquoris^-'-^),^ 

I ain> and ever ihalll^e your^s,. &c. 

LETTER X1X> 
Mr. GAT to Dr. SWJFT. 



Nov. 17; 1726. • 

A Bout ten days ago a book was publiflied here of 
the travels of one Gulliver, which hath been 
the converfation of the whole town cveiriince. The 
whole impreffion fold i» a week; and nothing is 
more diverting, than to hear the different opinions 
people give of it, though all' agree in liking it ex- 
tremely. 'Tis generally faid that you are the au- 
thor ; but I am told, the bookfeller declares, he 
knows not from what hand it came. From the 
higheft to the lowcft it is univerfally read, from the 
the cabinet counfel to the nurfery. The politicians 
to a man agree, that it is free from particular re- 
flexions, but that the fatire on general focieiies of 
men is too fevere. h ot but we now and then meet 
with people of greater perfpicuity, who are in 
fearch for particular applications in every leaf; and 
'tis highly probable we fliall have keys publifhcd to 
giv.e light into Gulliver's deiign. Lord ■'■■■ ■ ' ■ ■" is 
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the perfon who leaft approves it^ blaming it as a 
defign of evil confequencc to depreciate human na- 
ture ; at which it tannot be wondered that he takes 
moft offence, being himfelf the moft accOmpli(hed 
of his fpeciesy and fo lofing more than any other 
of' that praife which is due both to thie dignity and 
^virtue of a man *. Your friend, my Lord Har- 
court, commends it very much, though he thinks 
in fome places the matter -too far -carried. The 
Duchefs dowager of Marlborough is in rapture at 
it ; fhe fays (he can dream of nothing difo fince fhe 
read it ; (he declares, that fhe hath now found out, 
that her whole life hath been loft in •carefling.the 
worft part of mankind, and treating the beft as her 
foes ; and that if fhe knew Gulliver, though he 
had been the worfl ettemy fhe ever had,* ftie would 
give up her prefent acqiiaintance for his friendfliip. 
You may fee by this, that you are not much inju- 
red by being fuppofcd the author of this piece. If 
you are, you have difobliged us, and two or ^ree of 
your befi friends, in not giving us the leaft hint of 
it, while you were with us; and in particular Dr* 
Arbuthnot, who fays, Vis ten thoufand pities he 
had not known it, he could have added fuclra^bun- 
dance of things upon every fubjeft. Among lady- 
critics, fome have found out that Mr. Gulliver had 
a particular malice to maids of honour, Thofc 
of them who frequent the church, fay his- defign 
is impious, and that it is depreciating the works of 
the Creator Notwithftanding, I am told the Prin- 
cefs hath read it with great pleafure. As to other 
critics, they think the flying ifland is the leaft en- 
tertaining ; and fo great an>t)pinion the town have 
of the impoffibility of Gulliver's writing at all be- 

* It IS no wonder a man of worth (hculd condemn a' fatire on bis 
fpecies ; as it injures virtue, and violates tiuth ; and as little, that a 
corrupt man (hould approve it, becaufe it juftiiies his principles, and 
tends to excufc his pra^cci fFttrh^ 

low 
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low himfclf, 'tis agreed that was not writ by the 
-lame hand, though this hath its defenders too. It 
hath pafled Lords and Commons neminc contra 
dicentex and the whole town,, men, women, and 
children, are quite full of it. 

Perhaps, I may all this time be talking to you of 
a book you have never feen, and which hath not 
yet reached Ireland. If it hath not, I believe what 
we have faid will be fufficient to recommend it to 
your reading, and that you will order me to fend 
it to you. 

But it will be much better to come over yourfelf, 
and read it here, where you will have the plealurc 
of variety of commentators^ to explain the difficult 
paflages 10 you. 

We all rejoice that you have fixed the precifc 
time of your coming to be €um hirundine prima ; 
which we modern naturalifls pronounce ought, to 
he reckoned, contrary to Pliny, in this northern 
latitude of fifty-two degrees, from the end of Fe- 
bruary, ftyh Greg, at fsurtheft. But to us your 
friends, the coming of fuch a black fwallow as you^ 
will make a fummer in the worft of feafons. "Wc 
are no lefsglad at your mention of Twickenham and 
Dawley ; and in town you know you have a lodg- 
ing at court. 

The princefs is cloathed with Iriflt filk-; pray- give 
our fervice to the weavers. We are ftrangely fiir- 
prifed to hear that the bells in Ireland ring without 
your money. I hope you do not write the thing 

tiliat is not. We are afraid that B hath been 

guilty of that crime, that you (like Houyhnhnm) 
nave treated him as a Yahoo, and difcarded him 
your fervice. I fear you do not underftand thefc 
modifh terms, which every cre^turenow underfifands 
but yourfelf. 

You tell us your wine is bad, and that the cler- 
gy do not frequent your houfe, which wc look 
upon to be tautology. The beft advice we can give 
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Nov, 1 6. ] 
T Have rcfolved to take time ; and, in fpit 
•^ misfortunes and demurs, which ficknefs 
ncfs, or difability of any kind can throw 
way, to write you (at intervals) a long lette 
Cwoleaft fingers of one hand hang ipipedin 
the others *, like ufclefs depcndetita, who oe 
up room, and never arc aftive or aiHftant 
wants. I {hall never be much the better foi 
I congratulate you firft upon what you a 
coufin's wonderful book^ which is publica ti 
mu at prefent, and I propbcfy will be hereai 
admiration of all men. That countenanc 
idiichit ii received by fome ftatefmen, it < 
fill ; I wifh I could tell you how every fing 
looks upon It, to obferv.e which has been m; 
diveriion this fortnight. I've never been 
in London fince you left me, till naw for tl 
end; and indeed it has fully anfwcredmy cxpe£ 
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book. Some indeed chink h rather too bold, and 
too general a iatire : but none, that I hear of^ ac»- 
xnfc it of particular refleftions ; (I mean no pcr- 
fons of confequence, or good judgement; the 
tnob of critics, you know, always are defirous to 
apply fatire to thofe they envy for being above 
xhem) : fo that you needed not to have been fo fe- 
cret upon this head. Motte received the copy, he 
tells me, he knew not from whence, nor from 
whom, dropped at his houfe in the dark, from a 
hackney-coach. By computing the time, I found 
it was after you left England : fo, for my part, I 
Ibrpend my judgement. 

I am pleafed with the nature and quality of your 
prefent to the princefs. The Irifh ftuff you fent 
to Mrs. H. her R. H. laid hold of, and has made 
up for her own ufe. Are you determined to be 
nationaLin every thing, even in your civilities ? You 
are the greateft politician in Europe at this rate ; but 
as you are a rational politician, there is no great 
fear of you, you will never fucceed. 

Another thuqg in which you have pleafed me, 
was what you fay to Mr. P. ; by whidd it feems to 
me, that you value no man's civility above your 
own dignity, or your ownreafon. Surely, without 
flattery, you are now above all parties of men ; and 
it is high time to be fo, after twenty or thirty years 
.obfervation of the great world. 

NuUius addiSlus jurare in verba magiftri. 

I queftion not, many men would be of your intima,- 
cy, that you might be of their intereft : but God 
forbid any honeft or witty man fhould be of any 
but that of his country. They have fcSundrels e- 
nough to write for their paflions and their deiigns ; 
let us write for truth, for honour, and for pofleri- 
ty. If you muft needs write about politicks at all;, 
(but perhaps 'tis full as wife to pla^ x\\^ iwA 'axv^ ^>- 
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thcr way), furelyit ought to be fo as to prcferve A< 
•dignity and integrity>of your charaAer with tholi 
time^ to come, which wiU moft impartially^ judg( 
of you, 

I wifh you had writ to Lord Peterborow : nc 
man is more affeAionate towards you. Don't fan- 
cy none but Tories are your friends; for at thai 
rate I muft be, at moft, but half your fi^end, and 
fincerely I am wholly fo. Adieu, write often, and 
icome foon ; for many wifh you well, and all would 
be glad of your company. 

'LETTER XXI. 

From Dr. SWIFT, 

Dublin y Nov. 17. 1726. 
T Am juft come from anfwering a letter of Mrs. 

^ H 's, writ in fuch myftical terms, that I 

ihould never have found out the meaning, if a book 
had not been fent me, calied Gulliver's Travels, of 
wliich you fay fo much in youi*s. I read the book 
over ; and in the fecond volume obferve fcveral 
paflages which appear to be patched and altered *, 
and the ftyle of a diftercnt fort, unlefs I am much 
miftaken. Dr. Arbuthnot likes the projeftors 
leaft t; others, you tell me, the flying ifland : fomc 
think it wrong to be fo hard upon whole bodies or 
corporations; yet the general opinion is, that re- 
flections on particular perfons are moft to be blam- 
ed : fo th^t, in thefe cafes, I think the beft method 

• Thi? wa« the fac% which is complained of and redreCca in the 
Dublin edition of the Dean's work?, iycib. 

f Bccauf: he nnd.rftocd it to be Intended ss 2 fatirc on the Ry^ 
■Sccicty, ffat b. 
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is, to let cenfuf e and opinion take th«ir courfc. A 
b^op here faid, that book was full of improbable 
lies ; and, for his part, he hardly believed a word 
of it. ' And fo much for Gulliver. 

Going to England is a very good thing, if it were 
not attended with an ugly ciitramftance, of return- 
ing to Ireland. It is a (hame you do not perfuade 
your minifters to keep me on that fide, if it were 
but a court-expedient of keeping me in prifon for 
a plotter ; but, at the fame time, I muft tell you, 
that fucli journeys very much Ihorten my life, for 
a month here is longer than fix at Twickenham. 

Hqw comes friend Gay to be fo tedious ? Ano- 
ther man can publifh fifty thoufand lies fooner than 
he can fifty fables. 

I am juft going to perform a very good ofl!ice ; 
it is to affift with the Archbifliop, in degrading a 
parfon who couples all our beggars-; by which I 
(hall make one happy man ; and decide the great 
queftion of an indelible charafter in favour of the 
principles in fafhioti. This I hope you will repre- 
fent to the miniftry in my favour, as a point of me- 
rit ; fo farewel till I return. 

I am come back, and have deprived the parfbn, 
who by a law here is to be hanged the next couple 
he marries. He declared to us, that he refolved to 
be hanged ; only defired, that when he was to go 
to the gallows, the Archbifhop would take off his 
excommunication. Is not he a good catholic ? and 
yet he is but a Scotchman. This is the only Irifh 
event I ever troubled you with, and I think it de- 
ferves notice. Let me add, that if I were Gulli- 
ver's friend, I would defire all my acquaintance to 
give out, that his copy was bafely mangled, and a- 
bufed, and added to, and blotted out, by the print- 
er * for fo to me it feems, in the fecond volume 
particularly. Adieu. 

Vol. IX. Vi \S^^^Sc 
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LETTER XXn. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Decern. 5. 1726. 
T Believe the hurt in your hand affeils me more 
■*• than it 4ocs yourfeff ; and with reafon, becatife 
I may probably be a greater loferby it. What have 
accidents to do with thofe who are neither jockeys 
nor fox-hunters, nor bullies, norvdrcinkards? And 
yet a rafcally groom fhall g;3illop a foundiered.hor£: 
ten miles upon a caufey, and get home fafe. 

I am very much pleafed that you approve what 
was lent \ becaufe I remember 10 have heard a great 
man fay, that nothing required more judgement 
than making a prefent ; which when it was done 
to thofe of high rank, ought to be of fomething 
that is not readily got for money. You oblige mc, 
and at the fame time do me juftice, in what you 
obfcrve as to Mr, P. Befides, it is too late in life 
for me to aft otherwife ; and therefore I follow a 
very eafy road to virtue, and purchafe it cheap. 
If you will give me leave to join us, is not your 
life and mine a ftate of power, and dependence a 
ftate of flavery ? We care not three-pence whether 
a prince or minifter will fee us or no : we are not 
afraid of having ill offices done us, nor are at the 
trouble of guarding our words for fear of giving 
offence. I do agree, that riches are liberty ; but 
then we are to put into the balance, how long our 
apprenticclhip is to laff in acquiring them. 

Since you have received the verfes,, I jnofl car- 
ncftly intreat you to burn thofe which you do not 
approve, and in thofe few where you may not dif- 
likQ fomc parts, blot out the reft, and lometimcs 

<5hougk 
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(though it be againft the lazinefs of your nature) 
be fo kind to make a few corrcftions, if the mat- 
ter will bear them. I have fome few of thofe things 
I call thoughts moral and diverting ; if you pleafe 
I will fend the beft I can pick from them, to add> 
t^'the new volume. I have reaibn to chufe the 
method you mention o( mixing the feveraLverfes, 
and I hope thereby, among the bad critics, to be 
intitled to more merit than is my due. 

This moment I am fo happy to have a letter from ' 
my Lord Peterborow, for which I in treat you will 
prefeat him with my humble refpeAs and thanks^ 
though he all-to-be43ullivers me by very ftrong in- 
finuations. Though you defpife riddles, I am 
ftrongly templed to'fcnd a parcel to be printed by 
themfelves, and make a nine-penny job for the 
bookieller. There arc fome of my own, wherein 
I exceed mankind ; mira poemata ! the moft folema 
that ever were feen ; and fome writ by others, ad- 
mirable indeed, but fas inferior to mine; but I wilt^ 
Hot praife myfelf. You approve that writer who 
laughs, and makes others laugh : but why fhould I 
who hate the world, or you who do not love ir, 
make it fo happy ? therefore 1 refolvc from hence- 
forth to handle only ferious fubjeAs,. niji quid tuy. 
do6ie Trciati^ diffentii. 

Yours, &c. 

. «xxxxx><xxxxxx^xx>c<xxx;<xxxx;^^^ 

LETT E R XXIIL 

March^ 1 726*7, 
"i^R. Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, 
^^*' for whofe acquaintance I am, among many . 
other favours, obliged to you : and I think the ac- 
quaintance of fo valuable, ingenious, and unafteA-^ 
edraman, to be none of the le^ft. ob\\%jtoswwv. 
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Our mifcellany is now quite printed. I am pro- 
digioufly pleafed with this joint voliime ; in which 
niethinks we look like friends, fide by fide, ferious 
and merry by turns,. converHng interekaiigeably, 
and walking down hand in hand to poftcrtty ; not 
ia ihe ftiff forms of learned authors, flattering 
each other, and fetting the reft of mankind at 
nought ; but in a free, unimportant, natural, eafy 
manner, diverting others juft as 'we diverted out- 
felves. The third volume confifts of verfes ; but 
I would chufe to print none but fuch as have fome 
peculiarity, and may. be diftinguifhed for ours from 
Qther writers. There's no end of making books^ 
Solomon faid, and, above allj. of making mifcella- 
nies, which all men can make. For unlefs there 
be a charadler in every piece, like the mark of the 
€\c6\y I {hould not care to be one of the twelve 
thoufand figned. . 

You received, I hope, fome commendatory verfis 
from a horfe and a IJlliputian, to Gulliver, and an 
heroic epiftle of Mrs. Gulliver. The bookfeller 
would fain have printed them before the fecond 
edition of the book ; but I would not permit it 
without your approbation ; nor do I much like 
them. You fee how much like a poet I write; and 
yet if you were with us, you'd be deep in politics. 
People are very warm, and very angry, very little 
to the purpofe ; but therefore the more warm and 
the more angry. No7i noftrum eft t ant as comfonert 
lites. I ftay at Twitnam, without fo much as read- 
ing news-papers, votes, or any other paltry pam- 
phlets. Mr.. Stopfbrd will carry you a whole par- 
cel of them, which are fent for your diverfion, 
but not imitation. For my own part, methinks I 
am at Glubdubdrib, with no^e but anciients and 
fpirits about me. 

I am rather better than I ufe to be at this feafon; 
but my hand (though, as you fee, it has not loft its 
running) is frequently \sx very awkward fcnfatioiis, 
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rather than pain. But, to convince you it is prcttyf 
well, it has done fome mifchief already^ and }uh- 
been ftrong enough to cut the other hand, while it- 
was aiming to prune a fruit-tree. 

Lady Boljngbroke has writ you a long..lively let- 
ter, which will attend this* She has very bad- 
healthy he very^ good. Lord Peterborow has 
writ twice to yoiL We fancy fome letters have 
been intercepted, or lo^iby accident. About ten 
thoufand things I want to tell vou : I wiih you were 
as impatient to hear them ; for if fo, you would, 
you mufi come early, this fpriog Adieu.. Let me. 
hav€ a- line from you. I am vexed at lofing Mr,- 
Stopford as loon as 1 knew him : but I thank God 
I have known him no longer. If: every man one- 
begins to value muf^ fettle in Ircl^d, pray make: 
me know no more of them, and. I forgive you this*, 
on 2.^ 
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QSI. 2: i7;27. 
■pr iff a perfeft -trouble to me taw-rite to you ; and* 
^ your kind letter left forme at^Mr* Gay's affeft- 
ed me fO' much, that it made me like a girl. I 
can't tell what to fay to you •;, I only, feel that I. 
wilh you wellia every circmiiilancc of. life ^ that 
it is almofl as good to be hated as to be l^ved, con^ 
lidering .the pain it is to minds of any, tender turn,, 
to find themfelves fo utterly impotent to do any 
good, or give any eafe to thofe who deferve moil 
from us. I would very fain know, as foon as you 
recover your complaints, or any part of them. 
Would to God I could eafe any of them, or had 
been :able even to have alleviated any! 1 found I 
was. not ; and tnily it grieved me, 1 v.as lorry tO' 
Ff 3... W^^ 
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iind you could think yourfelf eafier in any houfe 
than in mine ; though at the fame time I can allow 
for a tcndernefs in your way of thinking, even 
when it Teemed to want that tendernefs. I can*tr 
explain my meaning ; perhaps you know it. But 
the beft Way of convincing you of my indulgence^ 
will be^ if I live, to vifit you in Ireland^ aad aft 
there as much in my own way as you did here in 
yours. I will not leave your roof, if I am ill. To 
your bad health I fear there was added fome di&^ 
greeable news fron;^ Ireland, which might occafion 
your fo fudden departure : for the laft time I faw 
you, you aflured me you would not leave us this 
whole winter, unlefs your health grew better ^ and 
I don't find it did fo. I never complied fo unwilr 
lingly in my life with any friend . as with you, in 
ftaying fo entirely from you ; nor could I have had 
the conftancy to do it, if you had not promifed, 
that before you went we ihould meet, and yott 
would fend to us all to come I have given your 
remembrances to thofe you mention in yours. Wc 
are quite forry for you, I mean for ourfclves I 
hope, as you do, that we fhall meet in a more du- 
rable and more fatisfaftory ftate ; but the lefs furc 
I am of that, the more I would indulge it in this. 
We are to believe wfe fhall have fomething better 
than even a friend there ; but certainly here we 
have nothing fo good. Adieu for this time. May 
you find every friend you go to as pleafed and hap- 
py, as every jEriend you went from is forry and 
iroubled. 

Yours, &:c. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 

From Dx. SWIFT. 

Dublin, 0£f. \t: 1727. 
T Have been long reafoning with myfelf upon rffe 
■*■ condition I aur- in, and in conclufion have 
thou^t it beft to return to what fortune hath made 
my home. I havcthere a large houfc, and fervants 
and convenienjcies about me. I may be worfe than 
I am ; and I have no where to retire. I therefore 
thought it beft to return to Ireland^ rather^than go 
to any diftant place in Ehgland. Here is my main- 
tenance, and here my convenience. If it pleafes^ 
God to reftore me to my health, I fliall readily 
make a third journey ; if not, we muft part, as tfi.. 
human creatures have parted. You. are the beft.. 
and kindeft friend in the woi'ld, and! know noj 
body alive or dtad to whom I am fo much obliged: 
and if you ever made me angry, it was for your 
too much care about me. I have often wiflied^ 
that God Almighty would bie fo eafy to the weak- 
nefs of mankind, as to let old friends be acquaint- 
ed in another ftate ; and if I were to write an Uto- 
pia for heaven, that would be one of my fchemes. 
rhis wildnefe you muft allow for, becaufe I am 
giddy and deaf. 

1 find^it more convenient to be fick here, with- 
out the vexation of making my friends uneufy ; yet 
my giddinefs alone would not have done, if that 
unfociable comfortlcfs deafnefs had not quite-tircd 
me. And I believe I ftiould have returned from 
the inn, if I had not feared it was only a ftiort in* 
termiffion, and the year was late, and my licence 
expiring. Surely, beiides all other faults, I fliould 
be a very ill judge, to doubt your friendfhip and 
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kindnefs. But it hath pleafed God, that you are 
not in a ftate of health, to be mortified with the 
care and fickncfs of a friend. Two fick friends 
never did well together ; fuch an office is fitter for 
fervants and humble companions, to whom it is 
wholly indifferent^ whether we give them trouble 
or no. The cafe would be quite otherwifc if you 
were with me ; you could refufe to lee any body ; 
and here is a large houfe, where we need not hear 
each other if we were both fick. I have a race of 
orderly elderly people of both fexes at. command,, 
ivho are of no confequence, and. have gifts proper, 
for attending us ; who can bawl when I am deaf, 
and tread foftly when I am only giddy, . and would 
ileep. 

. I had another reafon for my hafte hither; which. 
^as changing my agent, the old one having terri- 
bly involved my little affairs 4 to which however L 
am grown fo indifferent, that I. believe. I ihaUL lofe. 
two or three hundred pounds., rather, than plague 
piyfelf with accounts ; fo that I am very well qua- 
lified to be a Lord, and put into Peter WalierV 
hands. 

Pray God continue and increafc Mr. Congreve's 
amendment ; though he does not defcfve it like 
you, having been too.laviih of that health which 
nature gave him. 

1 hope my Whitehall landlord is Jiearer to a place 
than when I left him ; as the preacher faid, ** the 
** day of judgement was nearer than ever it had 
*^ becn.b|cforc.*' 

Pray God. fend you health , det Jalutemy de topes; 
animam aquam tibi ipfe parubis. x ou fee Horace 
wifhed for money, as well as health ; and I would 
hold a crown he kept a coach ; and I fhall never 
be a friend to the court till you do io too. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTEH 
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LETTER XXVr. 
From Dr. SWIFT. 

oei. 30. 1727. 

'T'HE firft letter I writ after my. landing was to 
-* Mr. Gay ; but it would have been wifer to di- 
red it to Tonfon or Lintot, to whom I believe his 
lodgings ai*e better known than to the runners of 
the poft-office. lu that letter you will find what a 
quick change I made in feven days from London 
to the deanery, through many nations and languages 
unknown to the civilized world. And I have often 
refleAedy in how few hours, with a fwif t horfe, or 
a flrong gale, a man may come among a people as 
unknown to him as the antipodes. If I did not 
know you more by your converfation and kindneis 
than by your letter, I might be baie enough to 
fufpeft; that in point of friendfhip, you a£ted like 
fome philofophers who writ much better upon vir- 
tue than they pradifed it« In . anfwer, I can only 
fwear, that you have taught me to dream, which I 
had not done in twelve years further than by inex- 
preflible nonfenfe ; but now I can every night di* 
ilinAly fee Twickenhafn*, and the grotto,- and Daw- 
ley, and many, other et ceUras, and it is but three 
nights fincel'beat Mrs. Pojpe^ I mjuil .needs con- 
feisj that the pl^pfure I take in thinking on you, Jii 
very mu<;h leffened by.thq paia I am in abaut youc 
health. You pay dearly iFor the great^jtalents God 
hath given you ; and for the coniequences of them, 
in the efteem andid^AinAionyou receive from maxx- 
kind, unlefs you can provide a tolerable- flock. q^ 
health j in which purfuit I canapt mvc)i frommend 
joviX condu^;t i)ut rather ix^tx^at. yCM >Nqr\x\& .\s^^^x^ 
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it, by following the advice of my Lord Boling- 
broke, and your other phyficians. When you 
talked of cups and imprcffions, it came into my 
head to imitate you in quoting fcripturo, not to 
your advantage. I mean what was faid to David 
by one of his brothers ; " I knew thy pride, and 
•* the naughtinefs of thy heart." I remember when* 
it grieved your foul to fee me pay a penny more 
than my club at an inn, when you had maintained 
me three months at bed and board ; for which, if 
i had dealt with you in the Smithfield way, it would 
have coft me a hundred pounds ; for I live worfc 
here upon more. Did you ever confider, that I 
am for life almoft twice as rich as you, and pay no- 
rent, and drink French wine twice as cheap as you 
do Port, and have neither coach chair, nor mo- 
ther ? As to the world, I think you ought to fay 
to it with St. Paul, " If we have fown unto you 
** fpiritual things, is it a great thing if we fhall reap 
^* your carnal things ?" This is more proper ftill| 
if you confider the French wordfpirituaiy in which 
fenfe the world ought to pay you better than they 
do. If you made me a prefent of a thoufand pound, 
I would not allow myfelf to be in your debt ; and 
If I made you a prefent of two, I would not allow 
myfelf to be out of it. But I have not half your 
pride :* witnefs what Mr. Gay fays in his letter, that 
I was cenfured for begging prefents, though I limit- 
ed them to ten fhillings. I fee no-reafon (at kaft 
my friendfhip and vanity lee none) why you (hould 
not give ine a vifit, whetvyou feall ha{^n to be 
difengaged. I will fend a.perfon to Cheftcr to take 
care of you, and you (hall be ufed by the bcft folks 
we have here, asr well as civility and good-nature 
can contrive. I believe local motion will be no ill 
phyfic ; and I will have your coining infcribed on 
toy tomb, and recorded in never-dying vcrfe. . . 

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prtiyers ; but I know 
the myftery; A ^tfo\i o£ \s\^ ac<\uaintRnce, who 
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ufed to correfpond with the laft Great Duke of 
Tufcany, (hewing one of the Duke's letters to a 
friend, and profeiling greatfenfe of his Highnefs'$ 
ifricndfhip, read this paffage out of the letters^ " I 
** would give one>of my fingers to procure your 
** real good." The perfon to whom this was readl^ 
and who knew the Duke well, faid, the meaning of 
real good was only, that the other might turn a good 
Catholic. Pray alk Mrs. Pope, whether this flory 
is applicable to her and me ? I pray God blefs her, 
for I am fure ihe is a good ChriKtiaUi and (which 
is almoft as rare) a good woman. 

Adieu. 



m 

X E T T E R XXVIL 
Mr. GAT to Dr. SWIFT. 

oa. 22. 1727. 

nnHE Queen's family is at laft fettled; and in the 
•^ lift I was appointed Gentleman -ufher to the 
Princefs Louifa, the youngeft Princefs ; which, up- 
on account that I am fo far advanced in life, I have 
<ieclined accepting ; and have endeavoured, in the 
beft manner I could, to make my excuiies by a letter 
to her Majefty. So now all my expedlations are va- 
nilhed ; and I have no profpeA but tn depending 
wholly upon myfelf, and my own conduA. As I am 
tufed to difappointments, I can bear them ; but as I 
can have no more hopes, I can no more be difap- 
pointed ; fo that I am in a blefted condition.——— 
You remember you were advifing me to go into 
Newgate to finifli my fcenes the more corre^ly,— — 
I now think I fhall, for I have no attendance to " 
hinder me ; but my opera is already finifhed. I 
leave the reft of this paper to Mr. Po^^, 
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Gay IS a free man, and I writ*hitn a long con- 
gratulatory letter Tipon it. Do you the fame. It 
will mend him, and make him a better man than a 
court could do. Horace might keep his coach in 
Auguftus time, if he pleafcd ; but 1 won't in the 
time of our Auguihis. My poem, (which it grieves 
me that I dare not fend you a -copy of, for fear of 
the Curlls and Dennifes of Ireland, and ftill more 
for fear of the worft of traitors, our friends and 
admirers), my poem, I fay, will fliew what a diftin- 
guifhing age we lived in. Your name is in it, with 
lome others, under a markof fuch. ignominy as you 
will not much grieve to wear in that company. 
Adieu, and God blefs you, and give you healdi 
and fpirits, 

Whether thou chufe Cervantes' ferious air, 
Or laugh and ihake in Rab'lais eafy chair. 
Or in the graver gown inilruft mankind, 
Or, filent let thy morals tell thy roind. 

Thefe two verfes are over and above what I have 
faid of you in the poem. Adieu, 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mr. GAY. 

Dublin J N^v. ^3. 1727. 
T Entirely approve your refufal of that employ- 
-■' mcnt, and your writing te the Queen. I am 
perfectly confident you have a keen enemy in die 
miniftry. God forgive him, but not till he puts 
hinifelf in ii ftate to be forgiven. Upon reafoning 
with myfelf, I fljould hope they are gone too far 
to difcard you quite, siud that they will give you 
7. "fovrvc- 
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fomething ; which, although much lefs than they 
ought, will be (as far as it is worth) better circum- 
ftantiated ; and fince you already juft live, a mid- 
dling help will m^e you juft tolerable. Your late* 
nefs in life (as you fo foon call it) might be impro- 
per to begin the world with, but almoft the eldeft 
men may hope to fee changes in a court. A mini- 
fter is always feventy : you are thirty years young- 
er ; and confider, Cromwell himfelf did not begin 
to appear till he was older than you. I beg you 
will be thrifty, and learn to value a fhilling, which 
Dr. Birch faid was a ferious thing. Get a ftronger 
fence about your loco I. and throw the inner fence 
into the heap, and be advifed by your Twickenham 
landlord and me about an anniiity. You are the 
moft refractory, hon:ft, good-natured man I ever 
have known. I could argue out this paper. 
I am very glad your opera -is finlfhed, and hope 
your friends will join the readier to make it fucceed, 
bccaufe you are ill-ufed by others, 

I have known courts thefe thirty-fix years, and 
know they differ; but in fome things they are ex- 
trepiely conftant. Firft, in the trite old maxim of 
a minifter's never forgiving thofc he hath injured. 
Secondly, in the iniincerity of thofe who would be 
thought the beft friends. Thirdly, in the love of 
fawning, cringing, and talc-bearing. Fourchly, in 
facrificing thofe whom we really wifh well, to a 
point of intereft or intrigue. Fifthly, in keeping 
every thing^worth taking, for thofc who can do fer- 
\'ice or differvice. 

Now, why does not Pope publifli his Dulqefs * i 
The rogues he marks will, die of thcmfelves in 
peace, and fo will his friends, and fo there will be 

neither puniihmcnt nor reward. Pray inquire 

how my Lord St. John does i There's no man's 
health in England 1 am mere concerned about 

• The DurKud. 

Vol. IX. G% ^^^^ 
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than his* — I wonder whether yoti begin to taftethe 
plcafure of independence ; or whether yon do not 
fometimes leer uponihe coort, ccuh retorts. Will 
you BOt think ot an annuity, when you arc two 
years older* and have doubled your parcbafe* 
money ? Have you dedicated your opera, and 
got the ufi^al dedication fee of twenty guineas ? 
How is the DoAor ? Does he not chide, that yo« 
never called upon him for hints ? Is my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, at the moment I am writing, a planter, 
a philofophfer, or a writer ? Is Mr. Puhney in ex- 
pectation of a fon, or my Lord Oxford of a new 
old mannfcript ? 

I bought your opera to-day for fixpence ; a cur- 
fed print. I find there is neither dedication nor 
preface ; both whicb wants I approve ; it is in the 
grand gout. 

We are as full of it,: pro moduh noftroy a« 
London can be ; continually aAing, anil houfes 
cramm'd, and the Lord Lieutenant fevcral timCs 
there laughing his heart out. I .did not un- 
dcrftand, that the fcene of Locket and Peachum's 
quarrel was an imitation of one between Binitu* 
and Caflius till I was told it. I wifti Mack- 
heath, when he was going to be hanged, had 
imitated Alexander the -Great when he was dying. 
I would have had his fellow-rogues defire his com- 
mands about a fucceflbr, and h€ to anfwer, Let it 
be the moft worthy, 6^. We hear a million of 
ilories about the opera, of the api^laufe at the fong, 
that v:as levelled at me, when two great minifters 
were in a box together, and all the world 
ftaring at them. I am heartily glad your opera 
hath mended your purfe, though perhaps it may 
fpoil your court. 

Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr. 
Pultney, and Mr. Pops, to coirmand you to buy 
an annuity with two thoufimd pounds, that you 
may /a ugh at.couvts, and bid minifters ■ 
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Ev€r prcferve fome (pice of the ajdcrmcn, and 
prepare aga'mft age and dulnefs and licknefs, and . 
coklncfs, or death of friends. A whore has a 
rclburce left, that ihe can turn bawd ; but an old 
decayed poet is a creature abandoned, and at mer- 
cy, when he can find none. Get me like wife Pol- 
ly's niezzotioto.' Lord, how the fchoolboy$ at 
Weftminfter, and univerfity-lads adore you at this 
jun^ure ! Have you made as many men laugh as 
iiiinifters can make weep ? 

I will excufe Sir the trouble of a letter.^ 

When ambaiiadors came from Troy to condole 
with Tiberius upon the death of his nephew^ after 
two years ; the Emperor anfwercd, that he like- 
wife condoled with them for the untimely death of 
Hcftor. I always loved and refpefted him very 
much, and do ftill as much as ever ; and it is a re- 
turn fufficient^ if he pleafes to accept the ofiers 
of my moft humble fervice. 

• The Beggar's opera hath knocked down GullP 
ver ; I hope to fee Pope's Dulnefs ♦ knock down • 
^he Beggar^s- opera,. but not tiH it hath fully done- 
its job. 

To expofe vice, and make people langh with 
innocence, does, more public lervice xlxxn all the 
miniiiersof flate from Adam to Walpole and fo- 
adieu. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Lord BOLINBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

ipQpe charges Jiimfelf with this letter. He has 
^ been two days; he is now hurrying to Lon-- 
don ; he will hurry back to Twickenham in two 

• The Dunciad. 

G g 1 ^^^^ 
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days more ; and, before the end of the week, he 
Will be, for ought I know, at Dublin. Iq the 
mean time, his Dulnefs * grows and flourifhcs, at* 
if he was there already. It will indeed be a noble 
work. The many will ftare at it, the few will 
fmile, and all his patrons, from Bickerftaff to Gul- 
liver, will rejoice, to fee thcmfelvcs adorned hi that 
immortal piece. 

I hear that you have had fome return of your 
illnefs which carried you fb fuddenly from us, if 
indeed it was your own illnefs which made you in 
iuch haile to be at Dublin. Dear Swift, take care 
of your health. I'll give you a receipt for it, a Id 
Montagne, or, which is better, a ia Bruyere. NoU" 
rijjerbicn votri corps ; ne lefattguer jamais ; luijfer 
rouiller Vcfprit, meub!e inutU^ voire outik dangeteux :■ 
laljfer fonner vos cloches h tnatin, petit eveilUr les 
ihsnoines^ et pour faire dormir le Doyen d^unfimmeil 
doux et profondf qui lui procure de beaux fonges : 
lever vous tard^ et aller a teglifey pour vous faire 
payer d* avoir bien dormi et bien dejeuni. As to 
myfelf,. (a perfon about whom I concern myfclf 
very little), I muft fay a word or two out of com- 
plaifance to you. I am in my form, and here I 
ihoot ftrong and tenacious roots. I have caught 
hold of the earth, (to ufe a gardener's phraf«), and 
neither my enemies nor my friends will find it an 
eafy matter to tranfplant me again. Adieu. Let 
me hear from you, at leaft of you. I love you for 
a thoufand things ; for none more than for the 
juft efteem and love which you have for all th« 
Ions of Adam. ' ■ ^ 

P. iS. According to Lord Bolingkroke*s ac- 
count, I fliall be at Dublin in three days. I can- 
not help adding a word, to defire you to expert my 
foul there with you by that time ; but' as for the 
jade of a body that is tacked to it, I fear there will 

• The Dinciadl« 

be 
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be np dragging it after. I afiure you I have few 
friends here to detain^ me, ami no powerful one at 
court abfolutely to forbid my journey. I am told 
the gynocracy are of opinion, that they want no 
better writers than Gibber, and the Britifh jour- 
nalift ; fo that we may live at quiet, and apply our- 
ielves to our more abilrufe ftudies. The only 
eourtiers I know, or have honour to call my 
friends, are John Gay and Mr. Bow'ry. The for^ 
is- at prefent fo employed in the elevated airs 
of his opera, and the latter in the exaltation of his^ 
high dignity, (that of her Majefty's waterman), 
that I caii fcarce obtain a categorical anfwer from 
either to any thing I fay to them. But the opera 
llicceeds extremely, to yours and my extreme 
fatisfaftion, of which he promifes this poft to give 
you a full account. I have been in a worfe condi- 
tion of health than ever, and think my immortality 
is very near out of my enjoyment; fo it muft be 
in you, and in poderity, to make me what amends^ 
you can for dying young. Adieu. While I am,, 
I am your^s^ ^^^7 ^^^ ^^7> ^^^ ^^^^ c^^*^ ofk 
yourfelf. 

LETTER XXX.- 

Manh 23. 1727-8. 
T^Sendyoua very odd thing, a praper printed ixr 
^ Bodon in new England, wherein youll find a^ 
real perfon, a member of their parliament, of the. 
name of Jonathan Gulliver, If the fame of that 
traveller has travelled thither, it has travelled very 
quick to have folks chriilened idready by the naitie: 
of the fuppofcd author. But if you objeft, that 
no child 10 lately chriftened, could be arrived at^ 
years of maturity to be eleftcd In ^^yVyjjxv^^^ \ V. 
G g 3 ' ^^^^ 
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reply, (to folve the riddle), that the perfon h an 
ylnabaptifty and not chriftened (ill fiall age, which 
fets all right. Hewever it be, the accidenc is very* 
iingular, that thiefe two names iliould be united. 

Mr. Gay*s opera has been a£ted near forty daya 
running, and will certainly continue the whole fca* 
Ion. So be has more than a fence about his thou- 
iand pound * : he'll foon be thinking of a fence a* 
bout his two thoufand. Shall no one of us lire as 
we would wifh each other to live ? Shall he hare 
no annuity, you no fettlement on this fide, and ] 
no profpedt of getting to you on the other ? This 
worid is made for Cxfar,— as Cato faid ; for ambi- 
tious, falfe, or flattering people, to domineer in. 
Nay, they would not, by their good will, leave us 
our very books, thoughts, or words in quiet. I 
defpife die world yet, I aflure you, more than, ci- 
ther Gay or you, and the court more than all the 
rcfl of the world. As for thefe fcribblers for 
whom you apprehend I would fupprefs my Dulnefst 
(which, by the way, for the future, you are to caH 
by a more pompous name, The Dunciad)^ how much 
that neft of hornets are my regard, \yill eafily ap- 
pear to you, when you read the treatife of the Ba- 
thos. 

At all adventures, yours and my name Ihall 
fland linked as friends to pofterity, both in verfe 
and prole, and, as Tully calls it, in confuetudine Jlu^ 
eliorum. Would to God our perfons could but as 
well and as furcly be infeparable ! I find my other 
tics dropping from me : Ibme worn off, fomc torn 

* Before Mr. Cay had fenced this thoufard pounds, he had a con- 
filtatioii witli his fiisids about th« d.fpofal of it. Mr. L. adviiei 
Mm to intruft it to the funds, and live upon the intereO, Dr. Af 
buthnot, to intiul^ ic to Providence, and Jive upon the mii^cipaJ j aod 
Mr. Pvtpc was for purchafing an annuity fcr life. In this uncertaia- 
ty h; cjuld only fay k\\\\\ the old man in Terence, Fectflts fr^hf 5 
Jmtr.hrfum multo, qtiatn dudum, Warb, 

off, 
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off, otkcts relaxing daily: mj grdttcftrl^oth by 
duty, gratitude, and humanity, time is flMing t* 
very moment, and it now hangs but by a thread ! 
I am many years the oider, for living fb much with 
one fo old ; much the more helplefs, for having 
been fo long, helped and tended by her ; much the 
more confiderate and tender, for a daily commerce 
with on^ who required me juftly to be both toher ; 
and confequently the more mdancholy i|nd thought- 
ful ; and the lefs fit for others, who want only in a 
companion or a friend, to be amufed or^entertain«> 
ed. My confutation too has had its fhare of de*- 
ctiy, as well as my fpirits ; and I ani ab much in the 
decline at forty, as you at £xty« I believe we fliould 
be fit to live together, could I get a little more 
health, which might make me not quite infupport- 
able^ Your deafncfs would agree with tiiy dulndS ; 
you would not want me to fpeak when you could 
not hear. Biit God forbid yoU fhoukl be as defti- 
tute of the focial comforts of life, as I muft when 
I lofe my mother; or that ever you fliould lofeyour 
more ufeful acquaintance fo utterly, as to turn your 
thoughts to fuch a broken reed as I am, who could 
fo ill fupply your wants. I am extremely troubled 
at the returns of your deafnefs ; you cannot be too 
particular in the accounts of your health to me ^ 
every thing you do or fay in this kind, obliges me, 
nay, delights me, to fee the juflice you do me in 
thinking me concerned in aU your concerns , {q 
that though the pleafanteft thing you can tell me be 
that you are better or eafier, next to that it pleafes 
me, that you make me the peffon you would com* 
plain to. 

As the obtaining the- lave of valuable, men is the 
happiefl end I know of this life, fo the next fdicity 
is, to get rid of foc^s and fcoundrels ; which I can';: 
but own to you was one part of my defign in fal- 
ling upon thefe authors^ wholb incapacity is not 
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greater than their infincerity'; and.of whoxxLl have 

alwajs found, (if I. may quote myfelf), 

^ That each bad author is as bad a friend." 

This poem will rid me of thofe infers. 

CeJitet Romanl fcripteresy. cedite Graii ;. 
Nefcio quid majus nafcitur lUade \ 

I mean than my Iliad ; and I call it N^fcio qM, 
which is a degree of modefty;. but however, if it 
filence thefe fellows *, it mufl be fomething great* 
er than any Iliad in Chriftendom.. 



LETTER XXXI. 
From Dr^ SWIFT. 

Ditbliriy Mfy ro. 1728. 
T Have with great pleafure fhewn the New-Eng- 
r- land news-paper with the two names Jonathan 
Gulliver ; and I remember Mr. Fortefcue fent you 
an account from the aiEzes, of one Lemuel Gulli- 
ver, who had a caufe there, and loft it on his ill 
reputation of being a liar. Thefe are not the only 
obfervations I have made upon odd ftrange acci- 
dents in trifles, which in things of great importance 
would have been matter for hiftorians. Mr. Gay's 
opera hath been aAed here twenty times ; and my 
Lord Lieutenant + tells me, it is very well perform- 
ed ; he hath feen it often, and approves it much. 

• It did, in a little time, cafcOnaJly filcncc theju, fFkrK 
. f Lord CATUreti 

You 
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You give a moft melancholy account of j^ourfclff 
and which I do not approve. I reckon, that a man 
fubjedl like us to bodily infirmities, fliould only oc- 
caiionally converfe with great people, notwithilaudr 
ing all their good qualities, eafineilesy and kindnel* 
fes. There is another race which I prefer before 
them, as beef and mutton for conftant diet before 
partridges f I mean a middle kind both for under* 
ftanding and fortune ; who arc perfeftly eafy, never 
impertinent, complying in every thing, ready to do 
a hundred little offices that you and I may often 
want, who drne and fit with me five times for once 
that I go to them, and whom I )2an tell without of- 
fence, that I am otherwife engaged at prefent. This 
you cannot expeft from any of thofe that either 
you or I, or both, are acquainted with on your 
fide ; who are ouiy fit for our healthy feafons, and 
have much bufinefs of their own. God forbid I 
fhould condemn you to Ireland, {quanquam !) ; 
and for England I defpair; and indeed a change of 
affairs would cojpe too late at my feafon of life, and 
might probably produce nothing on my behalf. You 
have kept Mrs. Pope longer, and have had her care 
beyond what from nature you could expeft; 
not but her lofs will be very fenfible, whenever i^ 
ihail happeHr I fay one thing, that both fummers. 
and winters are milder here than with you> ali 
things for life ingeneral better for a middling fortune t 
you will have an abfolute command ^f your com* 
pany, with whatever obfequioufnefs or freedom you 
may expeA or allow. I have an elderly houfekeep- . 
cr*, who hath been my W — Ip— le above thirty; 
years, whenever I lived in this kingdom. I haye 
the command of one or two villa's near this town :■ 
you have a warm apartment in this houfe, and two 
gardens for amufement. I have faid enough, yet 
not half. Except abfence from friends, I confefif 

• Mrs. Brent. ' \ 
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freely that I have no difcoDteot at Ih^iog here ; be- 
fides what arifes from a iilly fph k of libeixy, ivhidi 
as it neither fours my drink, n jr hurts my meat| 
nor fpoils my ftomach forthcr than in imagination, 
fo I refolve to throw it oft*. 

Tou talk of thisDuQciad: but I am impatient to 
have it vtlan parora — there is now a vacancy for 
fame. The B^gar's Opera hath done its talk; 
iij'cedat^ uti canviva Jatur ^ Adieu. 

qSDp oS <XS oQ* <Xf oS q9 ^s S^ 4iD Cs 49 ^S •^LbmS ItR gJK rl sv 

LETTER XXXIL 
From Dr. SWlJT. 

Junet. 172^. 
T Look upon mry^Lord Bolingbroke and us tYO, 
* as a peculiar triumvirate, who/iave nothing to 
expcd, or to fear ; and fo far fitteft to convcrfe 
with Ofte another f only he and I are a little fubje^l 
to fchdmes, and one of us (I won't fay which) upon 
veiy weak appearances, and this you have nothing 
to do with. I do profeft, without affectation, that 
your kind opinion of me as a patriot, (fiffice you eaO 
it fo), is what I dio not deferve 5 becatife what I 
do is owing to perfect rage and refentmentj and the 
rtioi-tifjring light of flavery, folly, andbafenefs about 
me, Atfiong which I am forced to live. And I will 
ttikfc rtiy oath, that you have more i^irroe in art 
hour, th^n I in feveil yeai*9 t for you difpife the 
follies, ftnd hate the vic6& of maiftkind, without thtf 
leaft ill effeft on f6\xt temper • and with regard ttj 
patcicular men, you are inclined always rather to 
think tht bettel^.; whereas '^♦'ith tiic 'ti* always di- 
rcdlly contrary. I hope, however, this is not in 
70U from a fuperior principle of. virtue, but from 

your 
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jawr fituatidn; \tliich hithmade aU partfei andin« 
tcrefts indifferent to you, who can be imder no ©on* 
ccrn about high and low church. Whig and Tory, 

or. who is firft mioifler, Your long kttcr was the 

laft I received tHl this day by Dr. tJeliny, although 
you mention another fince. The Doftor told mc 
your fecret abotit the Dttaciad ; whfch does not 
pleafe me, becaufe it defers gratifying my vanity in 
the rtioft teftdei" potet, amd perhaps may wholly dif- 
ippomt it. As to ottt of yc«r irtqtliii^s, I xm ciafr 
cnoBgliiti great aiatter*; h&tl hafvc ia tbcrtifend 
J>altry vexations m ir^y Irftlr ftatioii; afad the «€»• 
Jcontempfiblc, the moFe v^siStiO'ue'. Thert Aiigilt btt 
a Lutrin \rrit upoife the itkk^ ttfisd bf *iy chap«ef 
f£o «€afe mc. 1 do not convetft \i^A .oo€ crttaearC 
jDf ftatk)n or title, bat I Iwvt a let of tafy peoflk 
whom I <:Btertafe 'v^hen I have ^ tliind. I hate^* 
merly dcfcril)ed them to you *, bwt! wbeti y6ii itdlnet 
you fliall have the honourS'of the country as Aucll 
4s you pleafe ; and 1 fliall, on that sk:<:ou<nt, nvaki 
a better figure as long as I Ike. Fray God prefers* 
Mrs. Pope for your fa^e attd cafe ; I love and- er* 
fteem her too mnch to Wifli k far her ovm ; if I 
w^ere Bve and twenty, I would wiflfi to be of her agCi 
to be as fecurc as fhe rs ol a better Kfe. Mrs. P. B. 
has writ to me, and is one of the beft letter- writers 
I know; very gcfod fcnfe, civility, and friendfli^^ 
without any lliffnefs or conftraint. The Dunciad 
has taken wind here j but if it had not, yo-u are as 
much known here as in England, a«d t?ie unhrerfi* 
,ty-lads will croud to kifs- the hqm of yoift' gairirtent. 
1 am grieved to hear that my Lord Rolingferoke^s ill 
iiealth forced him to the Bath. Tell mc trot, is Tetr- 
Tperance a neccflaiy virtue for great men, fince it is 
the parent of Eafe and Liberty ? fo neceflary f6r the 
ufe and improvement of the mind, and which phi- 
lofophy allows to be the greateft felicities of life ? 
I believe^ had health been given To liberally to ^ou^ 
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it would have beea better hufbandcd without (hame 
to your parts. 

^^s ^v% ^A ^K^K ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ AC ^Ix ^^ ^^ ^^ 7ft ^^ ^(C ^f\ ^Nr A^ 7i^ . tA ^^ ^^ 

LETTER XXXm. 

Dazvley^ JumzS. 1728. 
T Now hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbrokc, 
** who is reading your letter between two hay- 
cocks ; but his attention is fomswhat diverted, by 
cafting his eyes on the clouds^ not in admiration of 
what you fay, but for fear of a fhower. He is 
pleafed with your placing him in the triumvirate 
between youHelf and me ; though he fays^ that he 
doubts he fhall fare like Lepidus, while one of us 
runs away with all the power like Auguftus, and 
and another with all the pleaiures liKe Anthony. 
It is upon a forefight of this, that he has fitted up 
his farm ; and you will agree, that this fcheme of 
retreat at leaft is not founded upon weak appearan- 
ces. Upon his return from the Bath, all peccant 
humours, he finds, are purged out of him, and 
his great temperance and <Economy are fo fignal, 
that the firft is fit for my conftitution, and the lat- 
ter would enable you to lay up fo much money as 
to buy a biihopric in England, As to the return 
of his health and vigour, >vere you here,, you might 
inquire of his hay-makers ; but as to his temper- 
ance, I can anfwcr, that (for one whole day) wc 
have had nothing for dinner but mutton- broth, 
beans and bacon, and a barn-door fowl. 

Now his Lord (hip is run after his cart> I have a 
moment left to myfelfto tell you, that I overheard 
him yefterday agree with a painter for 200 1. to 
piint his country-hall with trophies of rakes, fpades, 
prjngs^ drc. and otlier ornaments, mej'dy to coun- 

^ tcnancc 
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tenance his calling this place a farm.— —Now turn 
over a new leaf. 

He bids me aflurc you, he Ihould be forry not 
to have more fchemes of kindnefs for his friends, 
than of ambition for himfelf. Thercj though his 
iichemes may be weak, the motives, at leaft arc 
ftrongi Arid he fays further, if you could bear as 
great a fall and decreafe of your revenues, as he 
knows by experience he can, you would not live in 
Ireland an hour. 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp, 
with the infcription which makes me proudeft. It 
will be attended with Proeme, Prolegomena, Teftimo- 
nia Scriptortim, Index Jttthorumy,2Lnd notes Vario- 
rum. As to the latter, I defireyouto read ovdr 
the text, and make a few in any way you like beft ^, 
whether dry raillery, upon the ftyle and way of 
-commenting of trivial critics ; or humorous, 
upon the authors in the poem ; or hiftorical, of 
perfons, places, times ; or explanatory ; or colledl- 
ing the parallel pafTages of the ancients. Adieu. I 
am pretty well, my mother not ill ; Dr. Arbuth- 
not vexed with his fever by intervals ; I am afraid 
he declines, and we fhall lofe a worthy man : I am 
doubled about him very much. 

lam, &c« 



• Dr. Sm^didiii, 
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lett^eA xxxiv. 

From Dr. SWlFT. 

T Have often run over the DunoJwd ib "an'feUh'e- 
<"- ditidn, (I ru]MK>fe Aiil of favfiti), x^hitihtaig^ntle' 

-^man leht me. The notes '! eo^ra tH& lo be Vciy 
kfgfe, in what reUles to tikeip«*fi)(kl8 •e4Mk:erned; 

-for I have long obCtrvtd, that tireflty Hailes from 

-JiKmcion no b^cfy^Qf^rftaitds^i&tB^ ikitHzi lecten, 
6r tc^^m fe^ and paefikges ; *asid in afei^ ywi*5 nxk 

^cven thofc who live in London. I VfMHi tMVe t)R 
names of thofe fcHb)iddrs:|i(riu«ed Imidkid^A^^'ilit dK 

l)effinning or end of dieipMin^ -^ib >tti ^atc^Httt of 

-their works, fefr the Walter W t*fer «>. I tWW*! 

5iave all the parodies (fes thejr '«t*e c'iJlled) i«€fel¥ri 
to the author chey imitate. ^^^-^ Whe^ I4»l^n Ais 
long paper, I thought I ftiWldJha^'fillefd it With 
fetting down the feveral pkiir%es ' I -l^ad'^msU^ked k 
the edition I had; but I find k «IWWe<lgat*y, fo 
many of them falling under the fame rule. After 
twenty times reading the whole, I never, in my opi- 
nion, faw fo much good fatire, or more good fenfc, 
in fo many lines. How it paflcs in fefibihi I know 
not yet ; but I am fure it will be a great difad van- 
tage to the poem, that the perfons and fa6ls will 
not be underftood, till an explanation comes out, 
and a very full one^ I imagine it is not to be pu- 
blifhed till, towards winter, when folks begin to ga- 
ther in town. Again, I inlift, you muft have your 
afteriOcs filled up with real names of real dunces. 

I am now readingydur preceding letter Of June 
iS. and find, that all I have advifed above is men- 
tiojjed there. I would be glad to know whether 

die 



If^^. 34^ ' f%QU V^r SWIFT- . 5^) J 

the quarto edition is to come out anonymbufly, as 
publifhed by the commentator, with all his pomp 
of prefeces,, iic apd ^mpng many complaints of 
fpurious editions. I am thinking whether the edi- 
tor fhould not follow th^ old ftyle of this excellent 
author, ebtf. and refine in many places when you 
meant no refinement ; and into the bargain, take 
all the load' of naming the dunces, their qualities, 
hiftorifi^, aj)d performa^ci^s. 

A9 to yourftlfi I.dqubt you want a fpurrer^oa 
to e^tfiucUi smd tp.aqaufeui^ijfis ; bue to tajk of de- 
cay u yjour fe^^n qt lif;, is a jeft. But you are 
not fo xegahr, as: t Xon 2^^ the mpft temperate* 
«i^Q Gpd-vardj, ?^n4 th/& i»oft intei?aperate yourfelf- 
"w^rd, o£ moft I h^ve knQwa. I fuppofe Mr. Gay 
will return- 6?Qm: th^Bi^jth with Wen ty pounds mpre 
ftefli, aad tw<? li»Hd>'ed 1^ ^ mpn^y. Providence 
pevev iieflignAd h^tn tg ^ a^ve t^no and*tw«nty, b^ 
liii^ tjM>iigInlei[lb$:& 4n4: QiilUt^ily* Hq hatl^i as litdo 
jfoij^figbt of agQ) fekipcf^ pQVOTtyj pr lofs of ad- 
unire^ps, as ^ g\¥\ at l^ieba. By the way, I muft 
obferve, xk^^t my Lor4 Bolingbrpk-e (from the «ef- 
fcfts of his feipdnefe ^ ipjp) ^?gu?s. moft fophifti- 
c^Hy : the f^U from ^ mitfi^ to a l^iundred ihoijL- 
faad pounds is not fogr^at, as froip eight hundred 
pounds a-year to oi^e ; b»ikles h^ is a controller of 
fortune, and poverty da^e^ DO,t Ipok a great mini* 
fterij^ the face under his Ipwefl: dedenfion. I never 
knew hipi^ IWe fp grea,t a^id ^xpenfively as he hath 
done Hxic^ his, return^ f^oj^ exUe ; fuch mortals have 
?€fourc<s tha,t others^ are i^ot a^e to comprehend. 
Sut Gp4 bleft yot\i, whofe groat genius has not fq 
^raixfported yoM w IQ leavf yc^ to the cpvrtefy of 
ipankind ; for wcakh k liberty, and liberty is a blcffing 
^it^A for ^ ph^ofopber* r— 9i^d Gay is a (lave juO; 

^y t'^P ttxQufa^d pavnds^op little. And Horace 

wa$ of o^y m'l^i, a^d l$t any iw d cpntradifl himJi^^ 
Ike darc>6-rfn- 
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LETTER XXXV 

Bath, Nov. 12. 1718. 

I Have pafied fix weeks in queft of health, am<L 
found it not ; but I found the folly of folicitude 
about it in a hundred inftances; the contrariety o£ 
opinions and practices, the inability of phyficianf, 
the blind obedience of fome patients, and as blind 
rebellion of others. I believe at a certain time of 
life, men are either fools or phyficians for them- 
fclves, and zealots or divines for themfelves. 
' It was much in my hopes that you intended us a 
winter's vifit ; but laft week I repented that wifli, 
having been alarmed with a report of your lying ill 
on the road from Ireland ; from which I am juft 
relieved, by an affurance that you are ftill at Sir 

A 's planting and building ; two things that I 

envy you for, befides a third, which is the fociety 
of a valuable lady. I conclude, (though I know 
nothing of it), that you quarrel with her, and abufe 
her every day, if llie is (o, I wonder I hear of no 
lampoons upon her, either made by yourfelf, or by 
others, bccaufe you efteem her. I think it a vaft 
pleafure, that whenever two people of merit regard 
one another, fo many fcoundrels envy and are an- 
gry at them : it is bearing teftimony to a merit 
they cannot reach ; and if you knew the infinite 
content I have received of late, at the finding yours 
and my name conftantly united in any filly fcandal, 
I tliink you would go near to fing /o triumphe ! and 
celebrate my happinefs in verfe ; and I believe, if you 
will not, I ftiall. The .infcription to the Dunciad 
is now printed, and inferted in the poem. Do you 
care I fliould fay any thing further how much that 
^ ^oem. 
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poem is yours ? iince certainly without you it had- 
never been. Would to God we were together for 
the reft of our lives ! The whole weight of fcrib* 
biers would juft ferve to find us amufement, and 
not more. I hope you are too well employed ta 
mind them. Every ftick you plant, and every ftone 
you lay, is to fome purpofe ; but the bufinefs of 
iuch lives as theirs is but to die daily, to labour, and* 
raifing nothing. I only wifli we could comfort each 
other under our bodily infirmities ; and let thofc* 
who have fo great a mind to have more wit than- 
we, win it, and wear it. Give us but eafc, healthy 
peace, and fair weather ! I think it is the beft wifh* 
in the world, and you know whofe it was. If t 
lived in Ireland, I fear the wet climate would en- 
danger more than my life ; my humour andhealthf: 
I am fo atmofpherical a creature. 

I muft not omit acquainting you, that what yoU' 
heard of the words fpokcn of you in the drawing- 
room, was not true. The fayings of princes are ge- 
nerally as ill related, as the fayings of wits. Tofuch. 
reports little of our regard fhould be given, anck 
lels of our conduft influenced by th^m. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Dubliriy Feb. 13. 172R. 
T Lived very eafily in the country. Sir A. is 9 
* man of fcnfe, and a fcholar, has a good voice, 
and my Lady a better ; fhe is perfeftly well bred, 
and defirous to improve her nnderftandihg, which 
is very good, but cultivated too much like a fine 
lady, She was my pupil there, and fcv^rtV^ ^Vvvk 
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when ihe read wrong. Widi that, s^od walking 
and making twenty little amu0ng improvements, 
and writing family-verfes of mirth by ¥Fay. of libels 
on my lady, my time pailed very well, sio4 in verf 
great order ; ioiinitcly better than hero, where I feo 
no creature but my fervants, and my old PrcCbytfi- 
rian houfekeeper, denying myielf to every body^ 
till I fhail recover my ears. 

The account of another Lord LieqtQnaiU wa^: 
only in a common news-paper when I wa^ in the^ 
country ; and if it fhould have happened to tne 
truie, I ^ould have deiired to have had. acqe(s xxh 
him, a3 the iituation I am in requires. But this r((^ 
news the grief for the death of our fiiiend H^f. C0n< 
greve, whom I loved from my youths and wbp fui?ely), 
befides his otbjer talents, was a very agreqable co9%- 
panion. He had the misfortune K> fquander away 
2k veiy good conftitution in his younger day;s ; and 
I think a man of fenfq and merit like hifa> i^bouDfi 
in coofcience to preferve. Im healths for thQ fs^ke oi. 
his friends, as well as of himfelf. Upon his own 
account I could not much . defirc the continuance: 
of his life upder fo much pain, and fo n\2^j infif'* 
mities. Years have not yet hardened me; and I 
have an addition of weight on my fpirits fince wc 
loft him ; though I faw him fo feldom ; and ppffi* 
bly, if he had lived on, ftiould never have feen him 
more. I do not only wifli, ^s you a£fc me, that I 
was unacquainted with any df ferving perfon, but 
almoft that I never had a friend. Here is an inge- 
nious good-hurpoured pbyfici;in*^ a fine gentle- 
man, an excellent fcholar, eafy in his fortunes, kind 
to every body, hath abundance of friends, entertains 
them often^ and liberally ; they pafs the evening 
with him at cards, with plenty of good meat and 
wine, eight or a dozen together ; he loves them all, 
and they him. He has twenty of thefc at command, 

If 
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if one of them dies, it is no more than poor Tom ! 
he gets another, or takes up with the reft, and is 
no more moved than at the lofs of his cat ; he of- 
fends no l)ody, is eafy with every hody. Is not 

this the true happy ^nan ? I was describing him to 
my Lady A—, who knows him too ; but fhe 
hates him mortally by my chara£ter, and will not 
drink • his health. I would give half my fortune 
for the fame temper ; and yet I cannot fay I love 

it ; for I do not love my Lord , who is much 

of the Doftor't nature. I hear Mr, Gay's fecond 
opera f , which you mention, is forbid ; and then 
he will be once more fit to be advifed, and reject 
jour advice. Adieu. 



t Polly. 



£ N D of Vol. IX. 
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